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ere at Athlon Sports we are celebrating our 40th Anniversary 
of publishing college football season previews. I’ve been 
around here for only half of that time, but I understand our 
history and why Athlon has become a household name 
among college football fans. 

Athlon began in 1967 with the notion that college football fans 
wanted more information about their favorite schools than the 
customary one or two paragraphs that other magazines offered. Athlon 
then found its niche by publishing regional magazines based on the 
premise that fans wanted a lot of information about their team’s 
conference rivals, and very little information on the rest of the country. 
‘That was true in 1967, but times certainly have changed in 40 years. 

Other than complete, in-depth regional coverage, perhaps the two 
things our readers most closely associate with Athlon are full-page 
color photos, and covers featuring their favorite team. In the early 
1970s when we began publishing regional magazines (other than 
Southeastern Football), Athlon introduced fans to full-page photos 
and state-by-state covers. 

['ll admit, I love our photography. I believe Athlon has the best 
college football photography anywhere. And we've carried that from 
our magazines to our website. Every week at athlonsports.com, you 
can view Scenes from Saturday, a slideshow from two games from the 
previous weekend showcasing our best photography. 

While over the years Athlon has been proud to feature many 
schools on our covers that don't otherwise get that kind of attention 
from other media outlets, we want to do even more. We publish covers 
featuring as many as 60 different teams each year. But we're not 
satisfied. We would like to produce covers featuring all 119 teams. But 
the economics of printing and newsstand distribution limitations 
prohibit that. So this year, we introduced a concept that allowed fans 
to preorder magazines in hopes that we could generate enough sales to 
publish special covers. Admittedly, we hoped — given limited 
promotion — that one school would come through with the 
minimum 1,000 orders. We're happy to report that four schools 
stepped up — Marshall, Southern Miss, UCF and Vanderbilt. We 
understand that most publishers generally don’t picture players from 
those schools on the covers of their magazines. Be sure to watch our 
website for the opportunity to get your school on a cover next year. 

However varied our covers may be, we have learned over the years 
that while covers may get attention on the newsstand and create some 
buzz on message boards, it’s what's inside that really matters. If we 
don’t deliver the goods, then our readers won't be back. We believe we 
offer more in-depth coverage than any other preseason magazine, and 
we offer it in an insightful and entertaining format. 

I think you'll enjoy reading the Playcalling feature in this year's 
magazine. And if I may be so bold, several of you need to read it. Yeah, 
I've heard your grumbling leaving the stadium on Saturday. Blaming the 
loss on the ol’ offensive coordinator and his conservative playcalling. 
Well, before you condemn the guy too harshly, give it a try sometime. 
Analyze down-and-distance, the defense’s tendencies, where you are on 
the field, your own personnel, who's hot, what the defense is expecting, 
then organize the personnel, and send in the play — all in about 13 
seconds. Go ahead. Try it. Time yourself. 

I hope you enjoy the 2007 edition of Athlon Sports College 
Football. If there's anything we're missing, or something that needs to 
be thrown out, let us know. We love opening our email every day. The 
address is editor@athlonsports.com. 

Enjoy watching your team — and take it easy on the OC. 


Yald hulle 


Charlie Miller, Editorial Director 
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much more. 


30 Top 40 Recruits of 2002 


We know how Vince Young turned out. What 
about Ryan Moore? Lorenzo Booker? Gerald 
Riggs ur.? We revisit the mixed bag that was 

the recruiting class of 2002. 
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Playcalling 


Put yourself in the offensive coordinator’s 
shoes. You have to assess down and distance, 
field position, personnel and opponents’ 
tendencies; make a decision; and relay that 
decision to the players on the field, all in 25 
seconds or less. It’s a lot tougher than the 
armchair playcallers realize. 


36 Junior Achievement 
This year’s junior class of running backs 
includes playmakers galore. Watch 

for some of them to make their way to 
New York City in December. 
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To no one’s surprise, the Trojans are the top team of 
2007. Who’s in the hunt to join them for the BCS 
Championship Game in January 2008? 
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No. 1 USC 


With 15 starters back from last 
season, including 10 on defense, 
along with most of the top 
backups and another stellar 
recruiting class, Pete Carroll's 
crew should roll from Sept. 1 
through Dec. 1 and beyond. 
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Web Video: Conference Preview Shows 
Begins June 13: Senior Editor Mitchell Light provides highlights, 
analysis, commentary and predictions for the BCS conferences 

and the 2007 Preseason Top 25 in brand new Web Video format. 


Live Chat Thursdays 


Begins June 14: Athlon Sports editors will talk College, Pro 
and Fantasy Football every Thursday afternoon at 2:00 
Eastern. Go to AthlonSports.com for a complete schedule. 


Heisman Hopefuls 
Begins July 9: Athlon’s Heisman Watch features the top 25 
candidates to hoist the Heisman Trophy. 


Podcasts 


Listen to insightful analysis of Athlon’s Preseason Top 25. 


Game Previews For Every Team 
Every team. Every game. Every Thursday. 

Make AthlonSports.com your source for weekly game 
previews from team No. 1 to 119. 


Conference Notebooks 


Get BCS conference writeups every Monday chronicling the 
weekend’s action. 


Updated Athlon 119 


Weekly ranking updates of all 119 Division I-A teams. 
See who rises and who falls every Monday afternoon. 


Beat The Athlon Editors, Win $25,000 


You’ve seen our picks, now it’s your turn. Sign up online and 
select the 11 conference champions and the eventual National 
Champion. Beat the editors and you could win the Ultimate Fan's 
Tailgate package, free Athlon magazines and other cool prizes. 
Correctly predict all 12 winners and you could win $25,000. 


College Football Experts Club 


Presented by JVC. It’s simple. We lay out 10 of the week’s 
biggest games. Pick the winners and you could win cool prizes. 
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HEISMAN CONTENDERS: THE A-LIST 
da ren After a runner-up finish in last year’s Heisman race, McFadden 
enters the season as the front-runner. He rushed for at least 140 
M C FA D D E N yards last season in games against LSU and Auburn, two of the 
ARKANSAS nation’s best defenses. 


steve An electrifying back, Slaton scored nine touchdowns on runs of 30 
yards or more last season. Quarterback Pat White could steal 


SLATO N some of Slaton’s thunder, but figure on Slaton being in New York 


WEST VIRGINIA aslong as the Mountaineers remain in the BCS hunt. 


john david 
BOOTY 


The Trojans should be led by their defense, but Booty will stay in 
the Heisman discussion as long as USC stays near the top of the 
polls. Carson Palmer and Matt Leinart could have company in the 
growing fraternity of Heisman-winning quarterbacks this decade 


U'S'E from USC. 
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HART 


ray 


RICE 
RUTGERS 
BCS game. 


Hart was the nation’s only tailback to rush for at least 90 yards in 
every regular-season game. But he had an uneven finish. He followed 
a 142-yard rushing effort against Ohio State with a season-low 47- 
yard performance on the ground against USC in the Rose Bowl. 
Michigan’s offense has an assortment of capable options this season, 
MICHIGAN but expect Hart to amass Heisman-esque numbers nonetheless. 


During a landmark season for the Scarlet Knights, Rice established 
a Big East single-season record with 1,794 rushing yards. He also 
was the only running back to rush for more than 100 yards 
against West Virginia’s defense in the regular season. With 
fullback Brian Leonard gone, even more of the onus will fall on 
the shoulders of Rice, who has a chance to lead Rutgers to a 


HEISMAN CONTENDERS: THE B-LIST 


Brian Brohm, QB, Louisville 

Brohm could have been the third quarterback 
taken in the NFL Draft, but he decided to return 
to school to make a final run at a national 
championship. His coach, Bobby Petrino, has 
moved on. So has his star running back, Michael 
Bush. But Brohm has enough talent at wide 
receiver to fill his shelves with plenty of awards. 


Colt Brennan, QB, Hawaii 

After throwing an NCAA-record 58 touchdown 
passes, Brennan decided to delay an NFL payday. 
The statistics will be there. The question is 
whether Brennan will garner enough attention 
playing several time zones away. Hawaii is 
expected to launch a “Colt for Heisman” 
campaign for Brennan, but an undefeated 
season and BCS berth would help even more. 


DeSean Jackson, WR, Cal 

The speedster has an electrifying quality to his 
game. He scored seven touchdowns last season 
that covered at least 40 yards, including four 
punt returns. With Marshawn Lynch having gone 
to the NFL, it would be advantageous for coach 
Jeff Tedford to get the ball into the hands of 
Jackson as often as possible. 


lan Johnson, RB, Boise State 

Despite battling injuries last season, Johnson 
set a school record with 1,714 rushing yards and 
led the nation with 25 touchdowns. His two-point 
conversion was the game-winner in the Broncos’ 
thrilling Fiesta Bowl victory over Oklahoma, but 
his biggest play came moments later, when he 
proposed to his girlfriend, BSU cheerleader 
Chrissy Popadics, on national television. 


THE C-LIST 


Pat White, QB, West Virginia 

P.J. Hill, RB, Wisconsin 

Mario Manningham, WR, Michigan 
Jonathan Stewart, RB, Oregon 
Percy Harvin, WR, Florida 

Nate Longshore, QB, Cal 

Chad Henne, QB, Michigan 
Branden Ore, RB, Virginia Tech 
Erik Ainge, QB, Tennessee 

Colt McCoy, QB, Texas 

Jamaal Charles, RB, Texas 

Beanie Wells, RB, Ohio State 
Chase Daniel, QB, Missouri 
Tashard Choice, RB, Georgia Tech 
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HM SEC 


As if the best conference couldn’t get any stronger, enter Nick Saban at 
Alabama. The conference has a preseason Heisman favorite in Arkansas’ 
Darren McFadden, the defending national champion in Florida and at least 
eight teams that could be ranked in the Top 25 at some point. 


PAC-10 2) 


USC is stacked, but the Trojans will be challenged by the likes of 
California, UCLA and Oregon State. This could be the Bruins’ year 
to emerge from the large shadow cast by their cross-city rival. 

BIG EA a 
It would have been unthinkable to rank the Big East this high a 
few years ago. But West Virginia, Rutgers and Louisville are all 
capable of reaching the top 10 at some point. South Florida has 
become a trendy dark horse. 


B N | 4 


The top three, Wisconsin, Michigan and Ohio State, are all elite 
teams. The Buckeyes won't fall too much even after losing Troy 
Smith and Ted Ginn Jr. The Wolverines are loaded with talented 
skill position players. And Wisconsin’s schedule is tougher, but the 
team could be stronger. Watch out for Iowa, which is looking for a 
bounce-back year with a schedule that does not include Michigan 
or Ohio State. 


The conference could be among the nation’s best if its depth 
becomes evident. Texas is a national title contender, and 
Nebraska and Texas A&M could surprise. Ron Prince has Kansas 
State headed in the right direction. Dan Hawkins can’t take 
Colorado anywhere but upwards in the standings. 


A H 


Virginia Tech looks like the class of the conference and perhaps 
the only true national title contender in the league. Miami and 
Florida State are both recovering after last season’s 
disappointment and face different forms of transition. The 
conference’s headliner, Georgia Tech’s Calvin Johnson, is gone, 
but Clemson’s James Davis and C.J. Spiller should shine. 


MOUNTAIN V\ 
TCU, led by its dominant defensive line, will field one of the 


WHO WILL BE THIS YEAR’S BOISE STATE? 
strongest defenses in the nation. With Brian Johnson back under 


center, Utah should be formidable. BYU will also be strong, even » HAWAII 
without John Beck at quarterback. 


mC 


Colt Brennan is back for his final tour through the WAC, and it’s conceivable that 


A RN ATH 8 he could lead the Warriors to a perfect regular-season record. The nation’s highest- 
Hawaii is the team outside a power conference with the best scoring offense in 2006 also returns wideouts Davone Bess, Jason Rivers and Ryan 
chance to crash the BCS party. Boise State will still be strong, but Grice-Mullen, a trio that combined to catch 214 passes last fall. Hawaii's Nov. 23 
the Broncos’ stranglehold atop the WAC may end. showdown with Boise State likely will decide the WAC title and could determine if 

ONFEREN A 9 June Jones’ club is BCS-worthy. 
Tulsa must forge ahead without Steve Kragthorpe, but Todd » TCU 


Graham should keep things rolling. Southern Miss is still expected 
to be strong in large part because of a defense that returns the 
majority of its playmakers. 


The Horned Frogs looked like the best of the non-BCS bunch last summer before 
losing during the season against BYU and Utah. Still, Gary Patterson’s team won its 
final eight games by an average of 24.4 points, setting the stage for what could be an 


MID-AMERICAN 10) historic season. After consecutive 1 1-win seasons, TCU eyes a berth in a BCS game. 
Central Michigan lost its coach, Brian Kelly, to Cincinnati, but With nine starters back on a defense that ranked second in the country in total yards 
quarterback Dan LeFevour returns to direct what could be a allowed, the Frogs have as good a chance as anyone outside a power conference. 
productive offense. Western Michigan should also be in the 
conference title hunt. » NO ONE 

Ne: aul There are reasons why only two schools outside the top six power conferences — 
Troy boasts one of the nation’s most underrated talents, dual- Boise State in 2006 and Utah in 2004 — have played in BCS games. There are too 
threat quarterback Omar Haugabook. Arkansas State and Middle many potential stumbling blocks during the season, and schools from non-BCS 
Tennessee, the 2006 co-champ with Troy, will also be factors. leagues have virtually no margin for error. Hawaii and TCU are the best of the lot, 


but one loss likely will eliminate the chances of the Warriors or Horned Frogs 
playing in one of the top five bowl games. 


Peter Brouillet 


Three children. Ten grandchildren. Twelve great-grandchildren. And over 
4000 hours on water skis. Frank Shearer has loved every hour on skis almost 
as much as he loves his grandchildren. That’s why he’s still at it, almost 80 
years after he first set foot on the water in 1926. Of course, skiing wasn’t his 


only love during the past century. He also loved being a doctor. 


When his practice 


began 


in 
1932, he was 

paid $5 for every baby he delivered. He started saving 
for retirement during his first year of practice, and he's been 
happily retired for decades. Genworth Financial’s retirement income solutions 
can provide you with options to help meet the challenge of funding 
a vibrant, active future by giving you retirement income you can't outlive. 


No matter how long that may be. 
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To learn more about Y { ~ 
Frank’s life, visit 
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Insurance for living. Solutions for life.” 
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NORTH CAROLINA 

The Tar Heels can only go up under Butch Davis. They will, but it 
may take a few years. They are thin at tailback and quarterback, but the 
future looks particularly bright with a signature recruiting class that 
Davis said might have even exceeded his own expectations. 


ILLINOIS 

As if returning 15 starters were not good enough, coach Ron Zook 
also hauled in a recruiting class that attracted national attention. The 
arrival of athletic receiver Arrelious Benn should help an offense that 
finished 10th in the Big Ten in scoring last season. Running back 
Rashard Mendenhall should receive the bulk of the carries, while 
talented sophomore quarterback Juice Williams looks to improve on an 
up-and-down first season. 


SOUTH FLORIDA 

Quarterback Matt Grothe is the prime reason why the Bulls could 
make a move in the Big East this season. Grothe had a tremendous 
freshman season, shredding defenses with his legs and his arm. What 
will help considerably is that Grothe will have some help in the running 
game. Watch out for freshman running back Mike Ford. No opponent 
will be surprised by South Florida's rise this year. 


OREGON STATE 

With 15 returning starters, the Beavers are poised to continue where 
they left off last season, when they won eight of their last nine games. 
The 10-win season also included the victory over USC that snapped the 
Trojans’ 27-game conference win streak. The Beavers replace a 
quarterback, but they have enough offensive weapons to believe they 
can challenge for the Pac-10 crown. 


PROGRAMS 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

Joe Novak won't have electrifying 
running back Garrett Wolfe to amass 
ridiculous rushing yard totals and 
attract national attention to the 
program. 


AIR FORCE 

The first season without Fisher DeBerry on the sideline could be a 
long one for the Falcons. On the positive side, quarterback Shaun 
Carney is back, along with several key defensive players. 


MICHIGAN STATE 

The Spartans failed to win with Drew Stanton, one of the most 
talented quarterbacks in school history. Mark Dantonio is a solid coach, 
but don’t be surprised if MSU, which has a brutal league slate, flirts 
with a last-place finish. 


FLORIDA STATE 

The Seminoles, once a fixture near the top of the rankings, have lost 
an unthinkable 11 games over the last two years. FSU faithful are 
hopeful new coordinator Jimbo Fisher can breathe life into an offense 
that ranked 103rd in the nation in rushing and 70th in total offense. 


CLEMSON 

Tommy Bowden had arguably the most talented roster in the ACC 
last year but still lost three games in a down year for the league. It’s time 
for this program to live up to its vast potential. 


Alabama, FSU: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 


JIMMY CLAUSEN, 


NOTRE DAME 

You may have heard of this guy. He 
never lost a high school game in which 
he started. He has been compared to a 
high school football version of LeBron 
James. He became Notre Dame’s most 
celebrated quarterback recruit since 
Ron Powlus. He now has the daunting 
task of trying to live up to the hype. 


JOE MCKNIGHT, USC 

Coach Pete Carroll has no shortage 
of tailbacks this season, but odds are 
McKnight will find his way onto the 
field in some capacity. He is fast and 
elusive; the only question is his size 
(barely 6'0" and 195 pounds). 
Remember, Reggie Bush was not very 
big either when he arrived. McKnight 
traveled all the way from Louisiana to 
be a star in L.A. 


MARVIN AUSTIN, 
NORTH CAROLINA 

The defensive tackle from 
Washington, D.C., is the linchpin of 
the first recruiting class for Butch Davis 
at North Carolina. Austin’s arrival gives the Tar Heels instant credibility. Austin has 
power and speed, plus a strong work ethic. 


EVERSON GRIFFEN, USC 

The defensive end has been called “Super Freak,” and for good reason. He has 
also been called the best player ever to come from Arizona. A speedy rusher with a 
great first step, Griffen is the most unique talent Pete Carroll says he has 
encountered at USC. 


ERIC BERRY, TENNESSEE 

Blessed with speed and strength, Berry is a future star in Tennessee’s secondary. 
He chose the school where his father, James, played in the late 1970s. As the nation’s 
top-rated high school cornerback, Berry should make an immediate impact. 


CLOCKWORK 


The NCAA’s rules oversight panel should be applauded for approving changes this 
spring that turned the clock back to 2005. In the end, common sense prevailed in what 
should be considered a victory for players and coaches, as well as for all fans who 
enjoy late-game drama. 

The game clock will now stop on possession changes, and it will not start on 
kickoffs until the receiving team touches the ball. (The oversight panel also moved 
kickoffs to the 30-yard line from the 35.) 

Just a year ago, the NCAA implemented what it considered minor clock changes in 
an attempt to shorten games. But there were unintended consequences. Several 


FOOTBALL AND SWEETIES prominent coaches immediately panned the changes, which had major strategic 


drawbacks. 


ROLLED INTO ONE. While games were cut by roughly 14 minutes, an average of almost 14 plays were 


lost. More than anything, the changes diminished the chances of late-game rallies. 


LIFE IS GOOD. Precious seconds elapsed on kickoffs before anyone touched the ball; winning teams 


with the ball could let the clock run after a change of possession, forcing losing teams 
to burn timeouts. 
In the season before the clock rules were initially changed, USC beat Notre Dame | 


’ j ; in the regular season and Texas beat USC in the national title game in two contests 
| Ky ba ft we that were both incredibly long and unforgettable classics because of dramatic 
ew) J yy ae endings. Now that the NCAA has reverted to the rules of 2005, there is a better 


SPORTS COM chance for similar heart-stopping endings. 
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RANKING THE NEW COACHES OF 2006 


We’ve ranked the job performance of each of the 10 first-year coaches from 2006, from best to worst. 


1. TODD GRAHAM, RICE 
Before: 1-10 (1-7) After: 7-6 (6-2) 


boss, Steve Kragthorpe, to Louisville. 


2. CHRIS PETERSEN, BOISE STATE 
Before: 9-4 (7-1) After: 13-0 (8-0) 
Not much went wrong in Petersen's first season as a head coach. The 

Broncos won the WAC title and then capped off their unbeaten season 

with a thrilling overtime win over Oklahoma in the Fiesta Bowl. 


3. BRETT BIELEMA, WISCONSIN 

Before: 10-3 (5-3) After: 12-1 (7-1) 

Taking over for a legend is supposed to be a difficult task, but Bielema 
and the Badgers cruised to a 12-1 record in their first season without 
Barry Alvarez on the sideline. Wisconsin capped the year by beating a 
very good Arkansas team 17-14 in the Capital One Bowl. 


4. RICK STOCKSTILL, MIDDLE TENNESSEE 

Before: 4—7 (3-4) After: 7-6 (6-1) 

Stockstill was the right coach at the right time for a Middle Tennessee 
program eager to make a move in the Sun Belt. The Blue Raiders shared 
the Sun Belt title with Troy and played in a bowl game (Motor City) for 


the first time since moving up to Division I-A. 


5. RON PRINCE, KANSAS STATE 

Before: 5-6 (2-6) After: 7-6 (4-4) 

Prince's gutsy decision to go with true freshman Josh Freeman paid 
off; the Wildcats went 4—3 in the Big 12 with Freeman under center and 
knocked off Texas 45—42 in a program-defining game. 


6. DENNIS ERICKSON, IDAHO 

Before: 2-9 (2-6) After: 4-8 (3-5) 

The Vandals took a step forward during Erickson’s second tour of 
duty in Moscow, but the controversial coach won't be around to finish 
the job. He bolted for Arizona State in early December. 


7. AL GOLDEN, TEMPLE 
Before: 0-11 After: 1-11 
Don't be fooled by the record and the lopsided scores: Temple football 

is in much better shape after one season of Golden’s tenure. It might take 

a few years, but the Owls will be competitive in the MAC. 


8. CHUCK LONG, SAN DIEGO STATE 
Before: 5-7 (4-4) After: 3-9 (3-5) 


Graham guided the Owls to their first winning season since 2001 and their first bowl 
game since 1961. He did so well that he is no longer the head coach at Rice. Tulsa, where 
he served as defensive coordinator for three seasons, came calling after losing Graham's old 


The sleeping giant on the West Coast is still asleep. The Aztecs’ 3-9 record included an 
0-6 mark on the road and an inexplicable loss at home to Division I-AA Cal Poly. 


9. TURNER GILL, BUFFALO 

Before: 1—10 (1-7) After: 2-10 (1-7) 

There were some highs — a season-opening overtime win over 
Temple and a stunning 41-14 victory over Kent State — but far more 
lows for the former Husker All-American. The Bulls ranked 109th in the 
nation in total offense and 100th in total defense. 


10. DAN HAWKINS, COLORADO 

Before: 7-6 (5-3) After: 2—10 (2-6) 

The Buffs played better as the season progressed, but Hawkins’ first 
season in Boulder was a complete debacle. His tenure began with a 
shocking loss at home to Division I-AA Montana State — a team that 
lost to Division II Chadron State the next week. 


Graham: Tim Clark/Athion Sports; Long: Peter Brouillet 


UNDERRATED COACHES 


PAUL Few coaches have been to the White House as often as Johnson, 
J OHNS ON who has made a visit with his team each of the past four seasons 
after Navy has won the Commander-in-Chief’s Trophy. Navy is 8-0 
NAVY the past four years against the service academies. 
CHRIS Boise State did not exactly take a step back when Dan Hawkins left 
PETE RSEN for Colorado. Petersen not only led the Broncos to an undefeated 
regular season but also an unforgettable Fiesta Bowl victory over 
BOISE STATE Oklahoma in one of the most entertaining bow! games ever played. 
Cubit has won 15 games in his two seasons as the boss at Western 
BILL CUBIT Michigan — that’s 14 more than the Broncs won the season before 
WESTERN he arrived. He has an offensive background, but Western Michigan 
has been getting it done with defense. Last fall, the Broncs ranked 
MICHIGAN 11th in the nation in total defense. 
BRE Bielema’s performance last year was slightly overshadowed 
RET because two other Big Ten teams, Ohio State and Michigan, 
BIELEM A challenged for the national title all year. But Bielema, who was the 
second-youngest coach in Division I-A, became only the third first- 
WISCONSIN year coach to lead his team to 12 victories. 
RALPH The Fridge was highly regarded when he won at least 10 games in 
his first three seasons in College Park. Then came back-to-back 
FRIEDGEN losing campaigns, prompting some to jump off the bandwagon. 
After a resurgent nine-win season in 2006, Friedgen again has the 
MARYLAND program pointed in the right direction. 
The Trojans are 29-31 since moving up to Division I-A in 2002. But 
LARRY : aa 


BLAKENEY 


TROY 


last season they won their first Sun Belt title and their first bowl 
game, hammering Rice in the New Orleans Bowl. Ask Bobby 
Bowden about Troy. Florida State needed two late touchdowns to 
avoid an upset last year. 


UNDERRATED PLAYERS 


TOMMY Blake, who originally came to TCU as a tailback, led the Mountain 
BL AKE West Conference last season with 16.5 tackles for a loss and tied 
for the league lead with seven sacks. Blake and Chase Ortiz create 
DE, TCU a formidable defensive end combo. 
JARETT What didn’t Dillard do last season? He established both school and 
DILL ARD conference single-season records with 21 touchdown receptions. He 
became Rice’s first All-America receiver since Buddy Dial in 1958. 
WR, RICE And he has caught a touchdown pass in 15 consecutive games. 
YVENSON Coach Mike Riley calls Bernard the heart and soul of his offense 


BERNARD 
RB, OREGON ST, 


because of his ability to run, catch passes and effectively block. 
Bernard is a workhorse who has amassed back-to-back 1,000-yard 
rushing seasons. 


EARLY 


DOUCET 
WR, LSU 


The Tigers’ leading returning receiver had a tremendous spring 
game and could be poised to become one of the nation’s elite 
playmakers. He has speed, leaping ability and big-play potential. 
Two years ago, Doucet caught a 39-yard game-winning touchdown 
pass to help LSU beat Arizona State in the first game after 
Hurricane Katrina. 


MATT 
GROTHE 


QB, SOUTH FLORIDA 


Grothe had one of the best freshman seasons of any player in the 
country last year. He finished third in the Big East in passing yards 
and 10th in rushing yards. Grothe expects to be 100 percent after 
suffering a hairline fracture in his right leg during the 
Papajohns.com Bowl. 


LITTETTTTTTT TIT TTL? 


COACHES ON THE HOT SEAT 
Phillip Fulmer, Tennessee 

The Vols haven't won an SEC title since 
their national championship season of 1998. 
Speculation around Fulmer only increased in 
the spring when athletic director Mike 
Hamilton told a sports talk radio station that 
Fulmer would not be getting a_ raise. 
Quarterback Erik Ainge is back, but Fulmer 
has some holes to fill on the defensive line. 
Ed Orgeron, Ole Miss 

Bring back David Cutcliffe? It’s an 
important year for Orgeron to show some 
improvement in Oxford. The offense can’t be 
much worse after finishing last in the SEC in 
passing offense, scoring offense and _ total 
offense. On a positive note, the offensive line 
should be better. 
Al Groh, Virginia 

Strong recruiting classes haven't translated 
into as much success on the field the past few 
years as Cavalier fans would have hoped. UVa 
lost five of its first seven games last season. 
Tommy Bowden, Clemson 

Bowden has a spot reserved for him almost 
every year on the hot seat. The Tigers lost four 
of their final five games last season, putting 
Bowden in a familiar place entering this year. 
Tyrone Willingham, Washington 

Willingham has won seven games in two 
years at Washington. A promising start last 
season was undone when the Huskies lost six of 
their last seven games. The Huskies have an 
opportunity to get off to a good start again this 
year, as they open with Syracuse. 


TOP ASSISTANTS 
Dan Mullen, Florida 

Florida scored 41 points in the BCS national 
title game against an Ohio State defense that had 
allowed less than 11 points per game. What's 
more, Mullen put quarterback Chris Leak in 
position to complete his first nine passes and 
look like the best quarterback on the field. 
Al Borges, Auburn 

Borges has been regarded as one of the best 
offensive coordinators over the past few years. 
Auburn's offense thrived during its undefeated 
season in 2004 and also performed well the 
following year after losing its noted backfield. 
It will need to improve this season after 
struggling to score points last year. 
Steve Sarkisian, USC 

Lane Kiffin has moved on to the sideline of 
the Oakland Raiders, leaving Sarkisian with 
what is expected to be sole possession of the 
play-calling duties. Sarkisian, who will likely 
continue to work from the sideline, will have 
an abundance of talented tailbacks and an 
experienced quarterback at his disposal. 
Bryan Harsin, Boise State 

Harsin was promoted to offensive 
coordinator when Chris Petersen took over as 
head coach. The result has been nothing but 
perfection, culminating in an unforgettable 
victory over Oklahoma in the Fiesta Bowl that 
included trick plays and offensive precision. 


BY JIM YOUNG 


It’s so unfair. The rigid rules of football 
dictate that if the ball isn't snapped 
before the 25-second play clock winds 
down to zero, then the officials are 
obligated to toss out a yellow flag and 
penalize the offense for delay of game. 


A penalty? Just for taking a little bit 
longer than 25 seconds to get from one 
play to the next? If the referees really 
knew what went into calling each 
offensive play, they'd be a little more 
charitable. Yellow flags for delay would 
be replaced by merit badges for 
efficiency. 


“It’s a pressure-cooker,” says Wake 
Forest offensive coordinator Steed 
Lobotzke. “People watching the game 
maybe don't realize how fast that 25- 
second clock is.” 


Or how much thought and action has to 
be squeezed into that time frame. 


“We track 

every personnel 
grouping, 

we track of 

every formation, a” 
then we also track every play. 

In concert with that, we're 
charting every defensive front, 
every coverage, every blitz.” 
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— Purdue co-offensive coordinator Bill Legg 
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WHERE AM |? 


As soon as the ball-carrier is uncovered from a pile of defenders, and 
both teams return to their respective huddles, the playcallers all ask the 
same question. 

“What's my down and distance?” 

Beforehand all offensive coordinators have subdivided their “call 
sheets,” the laminated piece of paper that includes all their plays, into 
different sections depending on what down it is and how many more 
yards are needed for a first down. There is a set of plays to be called if the 
team is in 2nd-and-long, a set for 2nd-and-short, a set for 3rd-and-5 or 
6, and so on. 

“Football is a situational game,” says Frank Cignetti, the former 
offensive coordinator at North Carolina and Fresno State. “All playcallers 
try to cover the different situations.” 

The situations aren't just limited to the mundane down and distance. 
A well-organized call sheet will also take into account where the ball is on 
the field. After all, 3rd-and-7 from your own 25 isn’t the same as 3rd-and- 
7 from the opponent’s 18. The amount of room to operate changes, and 
often a defense that had been passive and reactive in the open field will 
show its teeth when backed against its goal line. 

“In the red zone, I used to tell my staff, if you don’t get blitzed this 
down, you will next down,” says Boston College offensive coordinator 
Steve Logan. “So every call we make in the red zone is blitz prepared.” 

Red zone is the standard vernacular for the area of the field inside the 
opponents’ 20-yard line. It’s one of many section headers an offensive 
coordinator will glance over before making his play call. There are 
cautious plays to be called when the offense is backed up, or “coming out” 
of its own end zone, as some coordinators will dub it. There are aggressive 
play calls for the area around midfield, which bears names like the “strike 
zone” or the “free-wheeling zone.” 

Some coordinators can even take the whole subdivision thing a step 
further. When former NC State coordinator Marc Trestman was with the 
San Francisco 49ers and the Oakland Raiders, he had a section of his call 
sheet set aside for plays designed for Jerry Rice. 

“TFT felt like we weren't getting him the ball, | would make sure we got 
him a play,” Trestman says. 

Getting to the right subsection of the play chart is just step one in the 
process. Now the offensive coordinator needs to figure out which play to 
choose from that subset. That requires more information. 


KNOWLEDGE IS POWER 


That information comes from multiple sources, usually far above the 
field. Offensive plays are charted; defensive fronts, blitzes and coverages 
are tracked. A couple of position coaches and a few graduate assistants 
sitting in the press box are usually in charge of compiling all the data. 

“We track every personnel grouping, we track every formation, then we 
also track every play,” says Purdue co-offensive coordinator Bill Legg. “In 
concert with that, we're charting every defensive front, every coverage, 
every blitz.” 

The key, according to Logan, is to have your “eyes organized.” Your 
assistants can’t watch the game like a spectator. Each has to be focused on 
a very specific portion of the field. Typically the offensive line coach and 
another assistant will track what’s going on with the offensive line. A wide 
receiver coach will often handle different coverage schemes. Or perhaps 
he'll watch his own wideouts and a grad assistant will chart coverage 
schemes. In Logan’s case, he’s usually the one watching what's going on 
with the quarterback — when he doesn’t have his head buried in his call 
sheet. 

“What you do from the press box is you try to gather as much 
information as possible,” Cignetti says. “Hey, they're doing this, so maybe 
we should try this.” 

If a playcaller knows, for example, that the strong safety is constantly 
creeping up toward the line in run support, it might just be time to call a 
play-action pass and throw a deep one over the middle. Or maybe a screen 
pass is just the thing to slow down those blitzing linebackers on third 
down. The more information the offensive coordinator has, the more 
likely he is to find a play that will exploit the defense’s tendencies and the 
less likely he is to fall into a pattern with his own playcalling. 


SWEET SILENCE 


That information, though, is rarely shared 
between offensive plays. 

“We try to do most of our conversations 
about ideas when we're off the field,” Lobotzke 
says. “You don't have enough time when you're 
on the field.” 

When the offense is on the field and the 
offensive coordinator is bent over his call-sheet, 
searching for the next play, he prefers silence 
through his headset. 

“Guys just don’t say something to say 
something,” says Boise State offensive 
coordinator Bryan Harsin. “Its very specific. 
And if it can wait, it waits.” 

If an assistant has something very critical to 
point out — perhaps an obvious coverage tip- 
off by the defense that can be immediately 
exploited — he might risk disturbing the 
playcaller’s reverie. And of course, the head 
coach — who holds a duplicate copy of the 
offensive coordinator’s call sheet — always has 
the right to chime in with a suggestion, 
whenever he wants. Yet even Purdue coach Joe 
Tiller, with his reputation as an offensive guru, 
keeps a low profile when the Boilermakers’ 
offense is on the field. 

“If he gets a gut feeling, especially when it 
comes to the special plays, he might say, ‘Billy, 
don’t forget this,” Legg says. “Otherwise, he 
doesn’t say much.” 


TIME FOR CHANGE 


‘The time for talking comes when the defense 
is on the field, or during halftime. That’s when 
the offensive coaching staff will put their 
headsets together and start sharing 
information. They'll pour over the charts and 
the stats they have feverishly compiled from 
multiple sources. It’s a way of separating from 
the emotion of the game and taking a more 
clinical, dispassionate approach to the offense. 

“Stats tell you the truth, as opposed to the 
impression you get,” Logan says. “You've got to 
work on that at halftime — see what's really 
happening to you.” 

Truthfully though, the time for figuring out 
the strengths of your offense and the weak links 
in the defense really comes earlier in the week, 
during practice. Once the game starts, there’s 
only so much an offensive coordinator can 
change. 

“You're never going to go into a game and 
just scrap the first half of your game plan,” 
Harsin says. “It has to be minor adjustments.” 

If an opponent is blitzing a bunch in certain 
situations, a mental note is made to start mixing 
in a screen pass or a trap. Perhaps the wide 
receivers coach has noticed that the cornerback is 
struggling against the flanker in press coverage. 
Or maybe more runs should be called behind 
the left guard, who is dominating his matchup 
against the opposing defensive lineman. 

If there are no adjustments to be made, it’s 
either a sign that things are going really, really 
well, or ... 

“What you hope is that they're not kicking 
your whole team’s butts,” Legg says. 


THINK OUTSIDE THE SHEET 


Back when Cignetti was in his first year as 
the offensive coordinator at Fresno State, he 
sent in a non-red zone play even though the 
Bulldogs were inside the opponent’s 20 yard 
line. 

“Whoa, whoa, whoa!” came the voice of 
head coach Pat Hill over Cignetti’s headset. 
“Do you realize where you are on the field?” 

“Coach,” Cignetti replied. “Just because I 
have (a play) listed in one area doesn't mean I 
wont call it in another.” 

Irs what Logan terms the “artistic” side of 
playcalling, the extra twist that might just 
separate the best playcallers from the also-rans. 
Even though countless hours are spent in 
preparation, and so much meticulous care is 
put into devising a call sheet for every situation, 
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sometimes an offensive coordinator has to push 
aside the mountain of information in his brain 
and just feel what play should be called in a 
certain situation. 
“You can't just say, “This is my call sheet, I’m 

sticking to it — end of story,” Lobotzke says. 

The shining example of what a playcaller can 
do with the right hunch at the right time came 
in the Fiesta Bowl, when Boise State pulled off 
a hook-and-lateral play to tie Oklahoma in the 
waning moments of regulation. 

The inspiration came with Boise State facing 
a 4th-and-18 from the 50 yard line, as Harsin 
and head coach Chris Petersen — the Broncos’ 
offensive coordinator before Harsin — were 
discussing their limited options. Suddenly, one 
of them — Harsin won't say who — piped up 
with “Hey, what about Circus here?” Circus 
was the Broncos’ name for their hook-and- 
lateral play. The response was immediate. 
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“Tt was like, “Yeah! Here we go!’” Harsin says. 

The hook and lateral was the hunch that 
paid off. The last play of the game, the Statue 
of Liberty that Boise State ran for the game- 
winning two-point conversion, was what 
offensive coordinators live for — the perfectly 
set-up play call at the perfect time. While 
running a quick screen earlier in the game, the 
Broncos’ coaches noticed how quickly 
Oklahoma's defenders swarmed to the ball. 
They figured a fake screen pass and hand off to 
running back Ian Johnson would work 
beautifully — at some point. 

“We were trying to get that play all fourth 
quarter,” Harsin says. “We were just never on 
the hash, or in the right situation to get it.” 

In overtime the right situation came along. 
The rest is playcalling history. 


% 


WHO'S IN? 

Whether the play comes straight from a box 
on the call sheet or from divine inspiration, it 
still has to make its way in to the quarterback. 
And the 25-second play clock is still ticking. 

First, the offensive coordinator calls out 
what personnel group he needs. Each team has 
an assistant coach — usually a running backs or 
wide receivers coach — who has the primary 
responsibility of rounding up the right players 
and getting them on the field. Any mistakes 
here and a delay of game or illegal procedure 
penalty is a likely outcome. 

Since the task of organizing a group of 
adrenaline-fueled 18-to-22-year-olds has its 
obvious difficulties, a premium is placed on 
making the personnel groupings simple. 

Logan prefers to use a two-digit number 
system. The first number is the number of 
running backs in the backfield. The second is 
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Kickoff your 
next barbecue. 


the number of tight ends on the line. Given that all formations will have five 
offensive linemen and a quarterback already, everything else can be figured 
out from there. So if Logan calls out “21” over the headsets — and the 
assistant coach barks out that number on the sidelines — everyone knows 
that the next formation will have two running backs, one tight end and, by 
performing a little simple math, two receivers as well. Calling out “11” will 
produce a one-back set with one tight end and three wideouts, while “10” 
would mean one back, no tight ends and four receivers, and so on. The 
players already have their designations going into the game, so they know 
whether they are the No. 1 wideout or are only on the field when the team 
goes to a four-receiver look, for example. 

Ir’s a streamlined system that, of course, can really get thrown off if a skill 
position player gets injured. That sends coaches scrambling to reassign duties 
to multiple players before mass confusion takes hold. 

“An injury will have you speaking in tongues quickly,” Logan says. 


TRANSLATING 


Next comes the play call. Sometimes it’s the actual terminology of the play. 
Sometimes, like reading a Chinese menu, it’s just a number. In that case, the 
quarterback then looks at a wristband with plays listed on it that correspond 
to the number that’s been signaled in. It’s an approach that Cignetti used at 
UNG, thanks to advice from his former pupil, Carolina Panthers quarterback 
Jake Delhomme. 

“He said, ‘Cig, you've got to go with the wrist band,” Cignetti recalls. “All 
he has to do is get his number and read it.” 

Cignetti, like many offensive coordinators, makes his play call from up in 
the press box. Once his orders reach field level, two people — often backup 
quarterbacks — signal in the play. Teams always use multiple signals, with 
one being the actuabcall and the other a fake, or “dummy” signal. 


‘Trestman prefers a e streamlined approach. He is on the sidelines 
during the game — cutting out one step of the playcalling process — and is 
one of the people giving signals as well. “If a mistake is made, I want it to be 
my mistake,” Trestman says. “It’s like a game of telephone if I give it to 
someone else. They may interpret it differently than I do.” 


HUT! HUT! 

The play is in. The ball is snapped. 

“When it’s called, it’s like a loaded gun, you pull the trigger,” Harsin says. 
“There's nothing you can do about it now. It’s on those kids.” 

Those kids, and the kids trying to stop them, can be a wildly variable 
element in the science of playcalling. That simple off-tackle run designed to 
get four yards on first down might break for 35 instead. The safe three-step 
drop on 2nd-and-3 could instead end up in a scramble, sack and loss of 13. 

No matter. While thousands in the stands are groaning or cheering in 
unison, the offensive coordinator is bent over his call sheet. He’s already 
picked out two plays — one to use if the previous play worked, one to use if 
it didn’t. 

“You do not have time as a coach, especially as a playcaller, to linger long on 
the result of the last play,” Legg says. “Because there's a new play coming up.” 

The 25-second clock is starting again. 

Tick, tick, tick ... 


Mark Rebilas/US Presswire 
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Quarterback * Houston, TX * Texas 

Capped off a brilliant junior season with one of the finest big-game performances in the 
history of college football in Texas’ 41-38 win over USC in the 2006 Rose Bowl. After 
leading the Horns to the national championship, he declared for the NFL Draft and was selected by the 
Tennessee Titans with the third overall pick. Young guided the Titans to an 8-5 record as the 
starting quarterback and was named the NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year. 


Wide Receiver * Orlando, FL * Miami 

Enjoyed a solid season as a redshirt freshman in 2003 (44 catches, 637 yards) but caught 
only 49 passes over his final three seasons in Coral Gables. Suspended for the first eight 
games of his senior season. Was not selected in the 2007 draft. 


Running Back Ventura, CA ¢ Florida State 

Put up solid numbers but never emerged as an elite ball-carrier. Rushed for a career-high 
887 yards (5.1-yard average) as a sophomore in 2004 and ended his career with 2,389 
yards rushing and 995 yards receiving. Selected by Miami in the third round of the 2007 draft. 


Defensive Lineman * Houston, TX * Texas 

Four-year starter was a first-team All-America selection as a senior, when he helped the 
Longhorns to the national title. Earned first-team All-Big 12 honors twice, second-team honors 
once and was named the league's Defensive Freshman of the Year in 2002. Slipped down to the 
seventh round of the 2006 draft, where he was grabbed by the Miami Dolphins. 


Running Back * Chattanooga, TN * Tennessee 

Struggled with offthe-field and injury issues during his four-year career. Ended his career 
13th on Tennessee's all-time rushing list with 1.893 yards. After not being selected in the 2005 
draft, he signed a free agent contract with the Dolphins but was cut in September. 


Wide Receiver * St. Petersburg, FL * Florida State 

Never emerged as a consistent big-play threat. Recorded only three 100-yard games in his 
four-year career, and he never scored more than one TD in a game. Received honorable 
mention All-ACC honors as a senior in 2006. Selected by Tennessee in the fourth round of the ‘07 draft. 


Running Back * Neptune Beach, FL « Florida 

Took over as the full-time starter as a junior. Went on to lead the SEC in rushing with 
1,267 yards and added 10 TDs on the ground. He earned first-team All-SEC honors from the 
AP and second-team from the coaches. Left school with one year of eligibility remaining and 
was selected by Minnesota in the fourth round of the 2005 draft. 


Quarterback * Thousand Oaks, CA » BYU 

After sitting out the 2002 season as a redshirt, Olson left BYU for a two-year LDS Church mission. He re-opened 
his recruitment upon his return to the U.S. and eventually signed with UCLA. Olson spent his redshirt freshman 
season in 2005 backing up Drew Olson (no relation) before ascending to the top spot on the Bruins’ depth chart 
heading into ’06. Playing on a regular basis for the first time since 2001 (his senior season in high school) Olson led 


UCLA to a 3-1 start that included wins over Utah, Rice and Stanford. His season, however, came to an abrupt end 
in Week 5 against Arizona when he tore a ligament in his left knee. Olson completed 63.7 percent of his passes for 
822 yards with five touchdowns and five interceptions. He will head into fall practice No. 1 on the depth chart. 
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Offensive Lineman * Miami, FL * Georgia 

The prize of Mark Richr’s first full recruiting class at Georgia. Three-year starter was a three-time first-team All-SEC 
pick by the league's coaches and a consensus All-America selection as a senior in 2005. Started at tackle in 2003 before 
moving to guard for his final two seasons. Georgia won three SEC East titles and participated in two Sugar Bowls 


during his four-year career. Selected by Philadelphia in the fourth round of the 2006 NFL Draft. 


Linebacker * Avon Lake, OH * Ohio State 
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Made only one start in his injury-plagued career with the Buckeyes. Remained relatively healthy throughout his first 
two seasons. Started the opener against Cincinnati in 2004 but then hurt his knee a few weeks later in practice. 
Played sparingly in one more game that season after the injury and played in only three games (for a total of four 
minutes of action) in October 2005 due to ongoing knee problems. D’Andrea was granted a fifth year of eligibility 


by the NCAA, but Ohio State announced in late August that he would be undergoing another knee surgery that 
would end his career as a Buckeye. He was not selected in the 2007 Draft but hoped to land with a team as a free agent. 


Young: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 


Booker: Allen Kee 


G av Defensive Lineman » Lancaster, TX * Texas ie ON SPO ool 
\ ] Emerged as a starter as a junior in 2004 and earned second-team All-Big 12 honors by the AP 
LARRY UW ~/) and league coaches. Did not start as a senior during Texas’ run to the 2005 national title but | 
DIBBLES played a key role as part of a three-man rotation at tackle with Rodrique Wright and Frank 
Okam. Only 14 tackles for a loss and 2.5 sacks during his four years. 


RECRUITS 
aq 7) Quarterback « Lufkin, TX * Texas A&M i El 


/ Three-year starter who ended his career as the all-time passing (6,992) and total 
REGGIE ( “s) _ offense (8,881) leader at Texas A&M. Went 10-12 as a starter in conference play. 
M CN EAL Selected by the Bengals in the sixth round of the NFL Draft and converted to wide 


receiver. 


(G >) Defensive Back + Tallahassee, FL * Florida State 
| “) — Emerged as a starter at free safety as a junior in 2004. Earned honorable mention 
PAT (EZ) All-ACC honors both seasons as a starter. Was projected as a second-round pick had 
WATKINS he come out after his junior season, but he slipped to the second day after a 
sub-par 2005 campaign. Selected by Dallas in the fifth round of the 2006 NFL Draft. 


(& >) Defensive Lineman * Hernando, MS * Mississippi State 

1 4 Started 29 games in four seasons at defensive tackle and was named second-team 

DELJUAN (DD) Alt-see by the Associated Press after recording 34 tackles, including 12.5 for a loss, 
ROBINSON _ 2sasenior in 2006. Only credited with two sacks during his career. Mississippi 

State went 5-27 in the SEC during his time at MSU. Not selected in the 2007 NFL 

Draft. 


GC 5) Dipiate Lineman ° Bakersfield, CA ° Washington re 

5 e highly touted tackle prospect had a pre-existing back injury 

NATHAN Uy coming out of high school. Some schools, like USC and UCLA, backed 

RHODES off him during the recruiting process, but Washington head coach Rick 
Neuheisel took a chance on Rhodes. It didn’t work out. The congenital 
back problem prevented him from ever suiting up for the Huskies. 
Rhodes, however, did remain at Washington and has graduated from 
the University. 


Offensive Lineman * Shelby, NC * Tennessee 
i é Spent two seasons at Tennessee but never played due to eligibility 
BRANDON & yy issues. Transferred to North Carolina State but failed to gain his 
JEFFERI ES eligibility there, as well. Played for Cleveland (N.C.) Community 
College in 2004 before transferring to Division II Newberry College. 
After spending the 2005 season as a reserve, Jefferies started 11 games 
at right guard for the Indians, who advanced to the second round of 
the D-II playoffs. 
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(= >) Running Back + Newport News, VA Virginia 
The speedy tailback did not start a single game in his five years in Charlottesville but did make solid contributions as a 
MICHAEL 4 kick returner. He finished his career with 787 yards rushing on 146 attempts for a solid 5.4-yard average. He played 
JOH NSON sparingly as a true freshman in 2002, rushing 26 times for 133 yards. He sat out the ’03 campaign as a redshirt, then 
returned to enjoy his finest season in 2004 as a sophomore (381 yards on 63 carries) but was stuck behind Wali Lundy 
and Alvin Pearman in the Cavs’ crowded backfield. 


Linebacker * Woodbridge, VA * Virginia 

Became a starter as a freshman in 2003 and emerged as one of the top linebackers in college football the following 
season. As a sophomore, Brooks earned first-team All-ACC and second-team All-America honors (AP) and was one of three 
finalists for the Butkus Award. Was dismissed from the team in March 2006 after he reportedly failed a drug test. He 
applied for the NFL Supplemental Draft and was selected by the Bengals in the third round. 


Defensive Lineman * Salt Lake City, UT * Oregon 

HALOTI One of the most highly touted prep players ever to sign with the Ducks didn’t disappoint. Started eight games as a 
true freshman in 2002 but missed the majority of the 03 campaign after tearing the ACL in his left knee in the 

N GATA opener. Slowed by injuries (knee and hamstring) the following season but came back strong as a fourth-year junior in 
2005. He was named the Pac-10 co-Defensive Player of the Year and earned consensus All-America honors. Left school with 
one season of eligibility remaining and was selected by the Ravens with the 12th pick in the first round of the 2006 NFL Draft. 


Athlete » Jacksonville, FL * Florida State 

Finished his career 10th on Florida State's all-time rushing list wich 2,041 yards, but his collegiate career was a bit of a 
disappointment. Forced to share the load for most his career with fellow ’02 signee Lorenzo Booker, Washington never 
N averaged more than 14 carries per game in a single season. He rushed for a career-high 951 yards and scored seven 


touchdowns in 2004, earning second-team All-ACC honors. Selected hy the Jets in the fourth round of the 2006 NFL Draft. 
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Offensive Lineman * Long Beach, CA * USC 

Three-year starter at right tackle blocked for three players 
who won a Heisman Trophy — Carson Palmer, Matt 
Leinart and Reggie Bush. After starting as a true freshman 
and sophomore, Justice was forced to sit out the 2004 
season due to a student conduct violation. Returned to the 
team in 2005 and reclaimed his starting right tackle spot. 
He was never named first- or second-team All-Pac-10 
though he twice earned honorable mention All-Pac-10 honors. In 
2005, three of his fellow linemen received first-team all-conference honors and a fourth 
was named to the second team. Left school with one season of eligibility remaining and 
was picked by the Eagles in the second round of the ‘06 draft. 


WINSTON 2h i 
JUSTICE 


Offensive Lineman * Huntersville, NC » Ohio State 
DEREK Enrolled at Ohio State in the fall of 2002 but was never academically cleared by the 

an NCAA suspension (for undisclosed violations), he was forced to sit out the first five 
games of the 2003 season. He worked his way into the rotation and started the final five 
games of his freshman season. Went on to start at tackle for most of the next two seasons, 
but he did not receive any all-conference recognition. Morris bypassed his senior season in 
Raleigh to declare for the NFL Draft but was not selected. Got a look with several teams 
but has failed to make a roster. 


Linebacker * Greenwood, SC * South Carolina 

Developed into a solid contributor but was never a star in Columbia. Started 22 games during his four-year career, 
including all 11 as a junior in 2004 and eight of 12 as a senior in ’05. After breaking into the rotation as a true 
freshman in ’02, he was expected to take on a larger role as a sophomore, but various injuries limited him to only 
two starts and 15 total tackles. His final season was his most productive — 57 tackles, including eight for a loss, and 
two sacks. Never earned any all-conference mention. Went undrafted in 2006 and failed to make a roster as a free 
agent. 


Defensive End * Tulsa, OK * Texas 

Promising career was cut short after two seasons due to a shoulder injury. He broke into the starting lineup during 
the latter part of his freshman season, making starts in the final four games, including the Cotton Bowl win over 
LSU. Started three of the first four games of the ’03 season, but he went down with a shoulder injury in Week 4 
against Tulane. He had three shoulder surgeries over the next year-and-a-half and was unable to play again. 


Wide Receiver + Punta Gorda, FL * Florida State 

After failing to gain admission at Florida State, he enrolled as a partial qualifier at South Florida. Was unable to gain 
his eligibiliry at USF and dropped out of school. Platt never played a down of college football. He currently lives in 
North Port, Fla. 


Offensive Lineman * Plano, TX * Texas 

Highly decorated player who became the first Longhorn to ever start 50 straight games. Started all four seasons, spending 
time at tackle and guard. Earned first-team All-Big 12 honors after each of his final three years and was a consensus All- 
American and a Outland Award and Lombardi Award finalist as a senior. Selected by the Falcons in the second round of the 2007 draft. 


Running Back * Brandon, MS » Mississippi State 

Three-year starter who ended his career as the most accomplished ball-carrier in Mississippi State history. He is the 
school’s all-time leader in rushing yards (3,222 on a 5.6-yard average), and he also holds the record for most yards in a game 
(257 vs. Houston in 2005). As a senior, he rushed for 1,136 yards, the third-most in a single season. Never earned 
first-team All-SEC honors, though he was a second-team pick by the AP and coaches in both 2004 and 2005. Mississippi 
State went 11-35 overall and 4—28 in the SEC in his four seasons. Selected in the third round of the 2006 NFL Draft by the 
Atlanta Falcons. 


Wide Receiver * Champaign, IL * Texas 

Signed with Texas out of high school but failed to qualify academically. Spent two years at Hutchinson (Kan.) 
Community C ollege — sat out 2002 as a redshirt and played in ’03. Transferred to Texas Tech with three years of 
eligibility remaining but played only two seasons with the Red Raiders. Played in only one game in 2004 (and did 
not catch a pass). Played in 10 games in ’05 and caught 13 passes for 74 yards and one touchdown. 


Defensive End * Atlanta, GA * Stanford 

Started two seasons, playing defensive tackle as a junior and defensive end as a senior. Recorded a team-high seven 
sacks as a senior and ended his career with 16.5 sacks. Earned honorable mention all-conference honors in his final two 
seasons. Did not play on a team with a winning record in his four years on The Farm. Selected by the Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers in the fifth round of the 2006 draft. 


Defensive Lineman * Tyrone, GA * Georgia 
A solid three-year starter at defensive tackle who played on some very good teams — Georgia won two SEC titles in 
his four years — but he never earned any all-conference recognition. Finished his career with 95 tackles and 3.5 


sacks. Selected by the Redskins in the sixth round of the 2006 draft. 


school. He left Columbus after one semester and enrolled at North Carolina State. Due to 
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Defensive Back * Clarksdale, MS * Mississippi State 

Broke into the starting lineup at safety as a freshman and started a total of 24 games 
in his three seasons in Starkville. Intercepted three passes as a freshman and four as a 
junior. Played his final season at Division I-AA Jacksonville State after he was 
dismissed from the squad in February 2005 for a violation of team rules. 


R (hs CRU ie! 
Athlete + Riviera Beach, FL » Miami sy 
Recruited as an athlete, he contributed on both offense and defense but made his 
mark on special teams. Shined as a sophomore in 2004, earning first-team All-America 
honors as a kick returner after averaging 17.2 yards on 19 punts (with three TDs) and 25.9 yards on 15 kickoffs (one 
TD). That same season, his primary position was nickel back, but he started games at tailback, fullback and 
cornerback. Numbers weren't quite as good as a junior, but he still earned first-team All-ACC honors. Started only one 
game on defense as a junior in 2005, his final season at Miami. Selected by the Bears in the second round of the ‘06 draft. 


Quarterback » Indianapolis, IN * Tennessee 

Played both wide receiver and quarterback as a true freshman in 2002, earning a start (and a victory) at quarterback 
against Mississippi State. Moved to receiver on a full-time basis in 2003 and led the Vols in receptions (42) and 
receiving yards (621). Banks never played another down of college football. He missed the entire 2004 season due to 
a suspension and a knee injury and was dismissed from the team in December. He enrolled at Division II Carson- 
Newman in 2005 but did not play due to academics. Banks attempted to resume his career and play at Carson- 
Newman for the 2007 season, but after being charged with DUI he was not allowed to rejoin the team. 


Quarterback * Tallahassee, FL * Florida 

Arrived at Florida as a dual-sport prospect and decided to leave the Gator football team after his redshirt sophomore 
season to concentrate on baseball. He earned two varsity letters in football and saw action in nine games in a backup 
role over the 2004 and ’05 seasons. Started one game in 2003 at wide receiver. A two-year starter on the baseball 
team, Dickey was drafted in the 12th round of the June 2006 Major League Baseball Draft by the Seattle Mariners and opted to 
leave school with one season of eligibility remaining. 


Quarterback * Los Gatos, CA * Stanford 

Started four games as a redshirt freshman in 2003 and was the Cardinal’s full-time starter during his final three 
seasons — when healthy. Injured his foot very early in a Week 7 game against Arizona this past season and did not 
play again. His most productive season was in 2005, when he completed 62.7 percent of his passes for 1,934 yards 
with 17 touchdowns and seven interceptions. Finished his career No. 7 on Stanford's all-time passing list (5,429 yards), 
but he had a poor touchdown-to-interception ratio (36-to-33) and never earned first- or second-team all-conference 


honors. Selected by Buffalo in the third round of the 2007 draft. 


Linebacker Flora, MS » Tennessee 

Enjoyed productive career as a defensive end, ranking fifth in school history in sacks (21) and third in tackles for a loss 
(46.5). As a junior in 2004, he was credited with 21 quarterback hurries, tying Steve White's school record set in 
1995. Despite these gaudy stats, Haralson, a three-year starter, never received first-team all-conference recognition, 


though he was a two-time second-team All-SEC pick by the AP. Selected by San Francisco in the fifth round of the 2006 draft. 


Defensive Lineman * Jacksonville, FL * Florida State 

Failed to qualify academically out of high school and never enrolled at Florida State. Spent a year at Hargrave (Va.) 
Military Academy but still did not qualify. Attended Fort Scott (Kan.) Community College for a semester (Fall 
2004) before enrolling at Middle Tennessee. After sitting out the 2005 season as a redshirt, Anderson played 
sparingly last fall for the Blue Raiders, appearing in two games and recording one tackle. He will be a fifth-year 
senior in 2007. 


Wide Receiver Ft. Myers, FL * NC State 

Washington originally committed to Ohio State but signed with NC State. He emerged as one of Philip Rivers’ 
favorite targets in 03. He caught 44 passes for 500 yards and six TDs as a sophomore and 29 passes for 348 yards 
and two scores as a junior in ’04. His career in Raleigh ended shortly after the ’04 season when he was dismissed from 
the team for marijuana use. An attempt to transfer to Ole Miss was unsuccessful. After a short stay at Division II 
Valdosta State (where he never played), Washington put his name in the 06 Supplemental Draft but was not selected. 


Quarterback + Newport News, VA « Virginia Tech 

The talented but troubled brother of former Hokie All-American Michael Vick enjoyed one banner season. He was 
forced to sit out the 2004 season after he ran afoul of the law, but he returned in ’05 and completed 61.2 percent of his 
passes for 2,392 yards, with 17 TDs and 10 interceptions. Vick rushed for 380 yards and six more scores en route to 
earning first-team All-ACC honors. Vick was dismissed from the team shortly after the 2005 season “due to a cumulative 
effect of legal infractions and unsportsmanlike play,” according to a statement by Virginia Tech. He was not selected in 
the 2006 NFL Draft but was signed by the Miami Dolphins as a free agent and made the team as a wide receiver. 


Quarterback + Massillon, OH * Ohio State 

Was the more highly touted of Ohio State's two quarterback recruits in 2002 — Troy Smith was the other — but he 
started only nine games in his four-year career. After playing sparingly as a redshirt freshman in 2003, Zwick started 
the first six games in ’04 but was sidelined with a season-ending shoulder injury against Iowa. He started the first 
two games of the ’05 season but was permanendy replaced in Week 3 by Smith, who went on to win the Heisman 
Trophy the following season. Zwick appeared in six games in a reserve role as a fifth-year senior in 2006. 
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SEE THE WORLD IN A NEW LIGHT 
SUSTAINED EXCELLENCE 


utgers ran the ball 38 times a game 

last year, and Rice had 26 of those 

carries. Schiano may seem like he’s 

a hot, happening coach, now that 

Rutgers has gone from Ugly Betty 
to Scarlett Johansson in the college football 
hierarchy, but he remains at the core an old- 
fashioned, defense-and-ground-game mudder 
who loves having Rice at his disposal. 

“Fans like the whole concept of throwing it 
all over the place, but coaches have never 
drifted too far from the idea of running the ball 
a lot,” Schiano says. “A large percentage has 
always believed in running the football when 
you want to. You can always run the ball if 
youre down 30 points, and the defense is 
letting you. But if you can run the football 
when you want to, you can possess the ball.” 

The quest for the perfect quarterback 
continues throughout the collegiate ranks and 
probably always will be ongoing. Running 
backs may not have the same glamour that the 
passers possess, but as long as coaches like 
Schiano direct programs, they will be in high 


demand. This season, many of the most 
coveted runners happen to be the same age 
give or take. The junior class of backs 
throughout the nation is loaded with big 
producers like Rice and could well yield this 
year's Heisman Trophy winner. 

Besides Rice, West Virginia's Steve Slaton, 
Boise State’s Ian Johnson, Virginia Tech’s 
Branden Ore, Northwestern's Tyrell Sutton and 
the Arkansas double entry of Darren 
McFadden and Felix Jones comprise an 
impressive crop indeed. The list continues: 
Texas A&M sledgehammer Jorvorskie Lane, 
Clemson's James Davis, Purdue’s Kory Sheets, 
Texas Tech’s Shannon Woods, Oregon's 
Jonathan Stewart and Texas’ Jamaal Charles. 
Whether they run out of a spread attack, a two- 
back sledgehammer or a hybrid, these backs are 
all big producers and the type of security 
blankets coaches need to establish tempo, wear 
out defenses and protect leads. 

Rice did all of the above in Rutgers’ 20-10 
win over Pittsburgh last October. He gained 
225 of the Knights’ 268 rushing yards, averaged 
5.8 yards per carry and scored once. His 63-yard 
blast early in the fourth quarter set up the 
touchdown (scored by him) that gave RU a 
double-digit lead. But his most impressive 
performance came on the game’ final drive. 


After an incomplete pass killed a Panther drive 
at the Knight 34, Rutgers took over with 5:08 
remaining. Ten straight Rice runs, two first 
downs and three Pitt timeouts later, the game 
was over. Rice only gained 20 yards during that 
time, but he put the win away. 

“That game felt like it could have gone on 
and on, and we would never have gotten tired,” 
Rice says. “At the end of the game, it felt like it 
had just started.” 

Rice's start at Rutgers was a quick one. “We 
knew the third day of practice he was special,” 
Schiano says. The freshman leapt over five 
players, including three seniors, to take the 
starting tailback job. Rice gained 1,120 yards as 
a freshman and was a huge reason the Knights 
made it to their first bowl in 27 years. Last 
season, he was an even bigger part of the 
offense and should enter 2007 on some 
Heisman short lists. Even though sophomore 
Kordell Young has tremendous potential, this is 
Rice's show, and he should not disappoint 
anyone who takes it in. Now a junior, he’s out 
in front of the Rutgers parade. 


“There is an expectation for me to lead,” he 
says. “I have to do the right things at all times 
around the (younger) guys, whether it’s on the 
field or in the weight room. I have to do the 
little things and not put myself on a pedestal.” 


By asking his girlfriend to marry him on 
national TV after scoring the winning two- 
point conversion in the Fiesta Bowl, Ian 
Johnson pledged his devotion to the woman he 
loved. Their late-July wedding will cement that 
promise, and Johnson is excited. “We're 
registered at Bed, Bath & Beyond, and I found 
out that wedding gifts are not considered 
improper benefits by the NCAA, so everybody 
can send one,” Johnson says, laughing. 

Last year, the Boise State offense made a vow 
of its own. The Broncos wanted to have balance 
throughout their offense, the better to give 
opponents no opportunity to key on just the 
pass. “If you didn’t play us straight up, we 
would take either/or,” Johnson says. “If you 
wanted to stop the pass, we would be happy to 
control the ball and run.” The Broncos sure did 
run, especially Johnson. He gained 1,713 yards 
and scored 25 times. And it wasn’t just because 
teams were so afraid of the Bronco passing 
attack. In fact, first-year coach Chris Petersen 


Bill Wood 


decided to lessen quarterback Jared Zabransky’s 
role in the offense by taking many of the pre- 
snap calls away from him, the better to make 
the entire BSU offense the focus. 

“It used to be 100 percent dictated by the 
quarterback,” Johnson says. “He would tell us 
what the front was and how to block it. We put 
all that on the linemen.” 

By doing that, the Bronco offense would be 
working as a diverse, balanced unit. Putting the 
explosive Johnson into that situation made him 
and Boise State more productive. Though there 
are questions about who will play quarterback 
and whether the new offensive linemen can 
open holes like their 06 counterparts, Johnson 
is completely confident in his teammates and 
the Boise system. 

“We may run just five plays, but we might 
run them 25 different ways,” Johnson says. “If 
we can go out and stop a team from doing what 
they want to do and then win the game, that’s 
great. If] run for 400 yards, and we lose, that's 
not going to make me a Heisman Trophy 
candidate.” 


have several of those touches come on pass 
plays, which lead to less pounding. Not that 
Ore will care. He'll do whatever is necessary, 
even if ic means sharing the work. “Toward the 
end of last year, I was actually getting a little 
stronger,” he says. “But it will be nice to have 
someone else back there to take the load off. 
Whatever helps the team is fine with me.” 

Ore is certainly working to be more 
productive, even if his carries drop. He added 
10 pounds of muscle during the off-season (he’s 
up to 215 pounds on his 5'11" frame) and 
dropped his 40-yard dash time to 4.3 seconds. 
He also has had to take a significant step 
forward as a team elder, something Hite drove 
home to Ore by talking about his 14-year old 
son. “When my son signs his name on a test 
paper, he writes the number 28 (Ore’s number) 
next to it,” Hite says. “He looks up to Branden, 
and | told him the impact he was having.” 

Ore is ready to be more than just an elusive 
big-play threat and a hoss Tech can saddle up to 
protect a lead or wear a defense down. He'll 
gladly try to do everything, from improving his 
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When Billy Hite was a young coach at 
Virginia Tech, he had the pleasure of calling 
plays for all-time Hokie ground leader Cyrus 
Lawrence, who was a true workhorse and still 
holds the record for most carries in a career, 
with nearly 200 more than the runner-up. All 
coaches love durable backs, but Hite learned a 
lesson with Lawrence. 

“We would give it to Cyrus 40 or 45 times a 
game,” Hite says. “Then, he tore his ACL, It 
wasn't on a hit. It just tore on a cut. To this day, 
I feel it cost him an NFL career.” 

Whenever Hite gets the feeling that he wants 
to ride a strong back through a season, play 
after grueling play, he thinks about Lawrence. 
That’s why he would like things to be a little 
different for Branden Ore this season. The 
junior had a great '06, rushing for 1,137 yards 
and 16 touchdowns. But he didn’t have any 
help. Since the Lawrence incident, Hite has 
tried to use two runners fairly evenly each 
season. Last year, with no experienced backup, 
it was Ore’s show. He carried it an average of 20 
times per game but had four games of 25 or 
more carries. 

Don’t expect to see much of that this year. 
Hite would like to have Ore get the ball 20-25 
times a game (he isn’t stupid), but hed like to 


pass protecting to catching the ball better to 
stepping up his role with his teammates. 
“Before this season, I didn’t consider myself a 
rah-rah guy; I lead more by example,” Ore says. 
“But when I sat down with Coach Hite and 
Coach (Frank) Beamer, and they told me they 
want me to be a vocal leader, I said, ‘I can do 
that.’ I know my teammates will listen to me.” 
If he isn’t too out of breath from working so 


hard. 


It’s impossible to talk about West Virginia's 
ground game and mention only Steve Slaton. 
Or Patrick White. With one, you get the other. 
The Mountaineer spread attack would be 
merely mundane without White, the slippery 
big-play quarterback, and White would be 
limited severely without Slaton, WVU’s electric 
tailback. 

“They're the best of friends,” West Virginia 
running backs coach Calvin Magee says. 
“They're also the most competitive two guys 
I've been around in my life. We stretch before 
practice, and they compete in that. We do an 
up-down before the end of stretching, and they 
try to see who can do it the fastest.” 

One of the staples of the Mountaineer 
running attack is the “choice” play, in which 
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There is never a two-minute warning with a Rinnai 
tankless water heater. You don’t have to race to 
be the first to the showers or wonder how much 


time you have left to enjoy the hot water. 


Rinnai’s energy-efficient technology heats water 
on-demand and provides an endless supply of hot 
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White sticks the ball in Slaton’s stomach, reads 
the defense and then chooses to hand it off or 
keep it himself. For the defense, the choice is a 
little tougher: Do you want to get burned by 
White's legs or by Slaton’s? “We just get in the 
flow of things,” Slaton says. “He's a great reader 
(of defenses) and I trust him to know where the 
best place to go with the ball is.” 

Often, that is to Slaton, who came to WVU 
in 2005 from Conwell-Egan High School in 
suburban Philadelphia as a speedy back without 
a sparkling list of suitors. “He might not have 
been highly regarded in the big picture, but we 
knew he was something special,” Magee says. 


FELIX JONES 


Slaton blew up during the Mountaineers’ ’05 
three-overtime win over Louisville, gaining 188 
yards and scoring six times. He finished the 
season with 1,128 yards, 17 TDs and many 
flailing defenders in his wake. 

Last season, Slaton was even more 
electrifying, gaining 1,744 yards and averaging 
7.0 yards per carry while scoring 16 times. 
Though he had offseason surgery to repair a 
wrist injury that plagued him most of last 
season's second half, he is expected to be even 
better this season, since he and White are more 
familiar with coach Rich Rodriguez's offense, 
considered by some the best version of the 
spread in the country. “That's one of the 
reasons I chose to come here,” Slaton says. “We 
have so many options in this offense that the 
defense doesn’t know what's coming.” 

Then again, maybe the defense does know 
what's ahead. It just doesn’t like its chances. 


MR. EVERYTHING 


Put him in the spread. Put him in the I. Put 
him in the single wing, and Tyrell Sutton will 
get it done. “I’m shifty enough and athletic 
enough that I can play in the traditional I 
(formation), the run-and-shoot or the spread,” 
the Northwestern star says. “The spread just 
allows me to be more versatile.” 

Sutton did a lot of things last year, gaining 
1,000 yards running the football and catching 
40 passes. He scored seven times and was the 
Wildcats’ primary weapon. But he wasn't as 
effective as he had been in 05, when he was the 
Big Ten’s Freshman of the Year after gaining 


1,474 yards rushing and hauling in 44 throws. 
Sutton isn’t about to make any excuses, but 
there were a few mitigating circumstances in 
his statistical drop-off. The most obvious was 
the departure of quarterback Brett Basanez, 
who had directed the NU attack so well. As the 
Wildcats struggled to find a new quarterback, 
defenses keyed on Sutton, who didn’t have the 
same room to operate as he did as a freshman. 
The second was the impact the team felt from 
the sudden death of coach Randy Walker, just 
a couple months before the season started. 
Taking the leader away from a young team 
caused some problems. 


DARREN McFADDEN 


“We didn’t know how to finish last year,” 
Sutton says. “This year, I want to start and 
finish strong. Last year, we had an okay start in 
our non-conference games and then sputtered.” 

Expect Sutton to be more productive this 
season, not only because the Wildcats will have 
a more settled quarterback situation. He judges 
his success in different ways. One is not 


PAT WHITE 


fumbling. At all. “Zero,” he says. Another is by 
embracing a leadership role he wasn't ready for 
last season. “All the guys who had been here for 
five years were gone, but I wasn’t at the maturity 
level yet to assume responsibility,” Sutton says. 
“Now, I’m older and wiser and realize that the 
guys look up to me. Last year, I thought, “Who 
looks up to a 19-year old sophomore?” 
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TWO FOR THE MONEY 

By the time Arkansas reached the 06 SEC 
title game — a destination few people thought 
the Hogs would ever sniff — its offense seemed 
to be right out of the 1950s. Direct snaps to the 
tailback. Forty running attempts per game. 
And a devastating one-two punch. The Hogs 
hit opponents with Darren McFadden and 
Felix Jones, a pair of 1,000-yard rushers with 
great speed, vision and power. That postseason 
dust-up about the UA offense and whether 
there was enough passing? Forget about it. The 
only passes the Hogs need to throw are 
McFadden’s option tosses. 

“Its tough on a defense,” McFadden says 
about twin terrors. “When we were in the game 
at the same time, it was tough to stop us.” 

McFadden gained considerable attention in 
05 for his 1,113 rushing yards and 11 TDs, 
but Jones was almost as impressive, averaging 
6.3 yards per carry (same as McFadden). en 
route to 626 yards and three scores. By pairing 
them, the Hogs were able to put tremendous 
pressure on defenses. Gear up to stop 
McFadden, and Jones killed you. Focus on 
Jones, and McFadden was gone. Pity poor 
Auburn, stung by McFadden for 145 yards and 
Jones for 104 last October in a 27-10 victory. 

“Irs lots of fun,” Jones says of playing with 
McFadden. “I can go out and see Darren make 
an 80-yard run, and then I look to do better. 
That's what I like about this. We get to compete 
against each other. That game against Auburn, 
we had a great week of practice and a great game 
plan. We wanted to stay on top of them.” 

McFadden was so impressive last year (he 
also was 7-of-9 passing for three touchdowns 
and caught 11 passes) that he finished second 
in the Heisman balloting. Jones, meanwhile 
was a second-team All-SEC performer and 
enters this year aiming to join McFadden in the 
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first-team backfield. He can do it, too. “He sees 
the hole well, has quick feet and is a great all- 
around runner,” McFadden says. Jones returns 
the compliment. “He's a pretty quick guy with 
pretty good vision, and he’s got some speed,” he 
says about McFadden. “He has an upper gear.” 

With those two backs around, so does 
Arkansas. 


Jones and McFadden: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
White and Slaton: Bruce Schwartzman 


How in the world does Pete Carroll continue to keep his team so stacked 
with talent year after year? How can the seven Parade All-America running 
backs at USC all believe they’re going to be the next star at Tailback U.? Why 
does quarterback Mark Sanchez, the 2004 Parade All-America Player of the 
Year, sit on the bench behind Matt Leinart and John David Booty — for 
three years? It’s the same story at just about every position on the team. If 
the Trojans lose a game this year, itll be their own fault. 

With 15 starters back from last season, including 10 on defense, along 
with most of the top backups and another stellar recruiting class (they didn’t 
have a lot of scholarships to give this year, but the quality they reaped is 
ridiculously good), Carroll's crew should roll from Sept. 1 through Dec. 1 
and beyond. Booty completed 62 percent of his passes for 3,347 yards and 
29 touchdowns in his first year as a starter. He enters 2007 as a top Heisman 
contender, with Sanchez knocking on the door. The tailback position is an 
embarrassment of riches, with three players returning who started games last 
year: C.J. Gable, Emmanuel Moody and Chauncey Washington. Gable was 
the first true freshman tailback ever to start a season opener for the Trojans. 
Allen Bradford, Stafon Johnson and a trio of the most coveted recruits in the 
nation are all standing in line. Though Dwayne Jarrett and Steve Smith are 
gone, don’t make the mistake of overlooking USC's receiving corps. Patrick 


TROJANS 


Turner, Vidal Hazelton and David Ausberry (and, if spring games are any 
indication, Travon Patterson) will be household names before season's end. 

The offensive line is two-deep in top-notch performers, with three 
returning starters, led by two-time All-America tackle Sam Baker. Another 
All-American, nose tackle Sedrick Ellis, leads three returning starters on the 
defensive line. Keith Rivers, Rey Maualuga and Brian Cushing comprise the 
first line of the best and deepest linebacker corps in America. Safety Taylor 
Mays had a major impact as a true freshman, racking up 62 tackles and 
leading the Trojans with three interceptions, and rejoins the rest of the 
starting secondary and all of their backups from last year. Among the 
potential stars of the incoming freshman class are the nation’s top-rated 
prospects at running back (Joe McKnight), center (Kristofer O’ Dowd), 
defensive end (Everson Griffen), and linebacker (Chris Galippo). 

The Trojans will travel to their two toughest out-of-conference contests 
this year — Nebraska and Notre Dame. The California game on Nov. 10 is 
also on the road. The home slate doesn’t look particularly challenging until 
Oregon State comes calling on Nov. 3, then UCLA in the finale. 


Peter Brouillet 


THE STRAIGHT AND NOT-SO-NARROW. 


WHILE SKINNY MAY BE POPULAR 
In HOLLYWOOD, IN HOMES, WIDER 
IS ALMOST ALWAYS BETTER. 


SO WE ENGINEERED OUR LP SoLipSTART 
J-Joists TO BE 66% WIDER THAN YOUR 
TYPICAL LUMBER JOISTS. THAT MEANS 
MORE STABLE FLOORS WITH LESS 

BOUNCE AND FEWER HEADACHES FOR 
BUILDERS. WE'RE NOT EXPECTING THE 
NOBEL PRIZE—JUST STRONG HOUSES. 


THAT'S WHAT WE DO. WE MAKE 
THE PRODUCTS THAT BUILD THE 
HOMES, SIMPLY BETTER. 
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A year removed from a national title, the Longhorns are reloading, as usual. The most significant difference 
between this preseason and last is a settled quarterback situation. Colt McCoy started all 13 games last season 
as a redshirt freshman and was sensational. He completed 68 percent of his passes, set a school freshman 
passing mark with 2,570 yards and a school single-season record with 29 touchdown tosses. He became the 
first freshman quarterback in UT history to win 10 games, was the Offensive MVP of the Longhorns’ 26-24 
Alamo Bowl win over Iowa and is the reigning 2006 Big 12 

Offensive Freshman of the Year. 
McCoy will have his top four receivers back from last year, led 
Te EXAS by Limas Sweed, who averaged 17 yards on 46 receptions, 12 for 
touchdowns. Quan Cosby, Billy Pittman and tight end Jermichael 
LONGHORNS Finley also return after combining for 111 catches and another nine 
touchdown grabs. Over the last two years, running back Jamaal 
Charles has run for 1,709 yards at 6.2 per carry with 18 
2006 RECORD: 10-3 (6-2 BIG 12) touchdowns despite starting only four games. He has the job to 
himself now and should have a breakout year. Three offensive linemen who started a combined 115 straight 
games among them need to be replaced, but this is not an area where the Texas is ever found wanting. Guard 

Cedric Dockery will spearhead this year’s charge. 

Frank Okam, Derek Lokey and Roy Miller comprise a formidable three-man tackle rotation. Brian Orakpo 
and Aaron Lewis are battle-tested and proven at the ends. Last year’s starting linebacker trio of Rashad 
Bobino, Scott Derry and Robert Killebrew returns in force. The secondary needs three new starters to fill in 
around safety Marcus Griffin, who contributed 90 tackles and a pick last fall, and there are experienced hands 
available at each vacancy. 

The most challenging out-of-conference game for the Horns this fall is TCU in Game 2. Nebraska visits 
‘Texas Memorial Stadium in October, the Longhorns travel to Texas A&M for the season finale, and of course 
there is the Red River Shootout with Oklahoma in the Cotton Bowl on Oct. 6. 


» Offensive tackle Justin Blalock started a school-record 51 straight games for the Longhorns over his four-year 
career. 

» Colt McCoy’s 29 touchdown passes last year tied an NCAA freshman record. 

» Mack Brown is second among all active coaches with a streak of 17 consecutive winning seasons, behind only 
Bobby Bowden with 30. 


JaMarcus Russell, the best quarterback in the Southeastern Conference in 2006, has moved 
on. But if Tiger opponents are expecting a caretaker QB in ’07, they're in for a surprise. The 
new signal-caller, Matt Flynn, is best remembered for his performance in the 2005 Peach Bowl 
when, with Russell sidelined by an injury, he piloted the Bayou Bengals to a 40-3 win over 
Miami, capturing Offensive MVP honors in the process. Last season, as Russell’s backup, Flynn 
completed 12-of-20 attempts with two touchdown tosses. Ryan Perrilloux, the 2004 USA 
Today National Offensive Player of the Year, could make an appearance from time to time. 
All but 210 yards of last year’s running back committee returns from last year, and if Alley 
Broussard can get back on track from the knee injury that derailed him in fall camp of 2005, the Tigers will 
have a bell ringer in the bunch. Jacob Hester and Keiland Williams shared the load in 2006 and return for 
07. Early Doucet will step into the departed Dwayne Bowe’s role as top wide receiver, where three newcomers 
enter the scene with glowing credentials. Tight end Richard Dickson made second-team All-SEC last year as 
a true freshman. The offensive line will reload around all-conference guard Will Arnold and three other 
returning starters. 

Glenn Dorsey was an All-American last year, and he joins Charles Alexander and Marlon Favorite in the 
nation’s top three-man defensive tackle rotation. Returning end Tyson Jackson posted team highs in both 
tackles behind the line with 10 and sacks with 8.5, batted down four passes and intercepted one. 

Linebackers Darry Beckwith and Ali Highsmith and cornerbacks Jonathan Zenon and Chevis Jackson are 
high-impact players in the back seven. Craig Steltz picked off four passes in action off the bench last year, 
returning them a total of 111 yards, and will steady the situation at safety after the graduation of LaRon 
Landry and Jessie Daniels. 

LSU's stiffest out-of-conference challenge in 2007 will come from Virginia Tech, who will visit Baton 
Rouge on Sept. 8. The Tigers’ two most high-profile conference matchups — against Florida and Auburn — 
also are slated for Death Valley. 


» The 2006 Bayou Bengals led the SEC in pass defense, total defense and scoring defense, and finished second 
against the run. 

» LSU finished fourth nationally in passing efficiency and third in pass efficiency defense in 2006. 

» The Tigers came in third behind only Boise State and Auburn last year with a 76.5 fourth down conversion 
percentage, turning 13 of 17 tries into first downs. 


2006 RECORD: 11-2 (6-2 SEC) 
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SIGNS OF AGE INCLUDE STRIKING BEAUTY. 


WEATHER AND MOISTURE ARE NO 
FRIEND TO THE BEAUTY OF YOUR 
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GRANT—JUST BETTER-LOOKING HOMES. 
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THE PRODUCTS THAT BUILD THE 
HOMES, SIMPLY BETTER. 
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The Badgers enter 2007 on a nine-game winning streak, third-longest in the nation, and welcome back 16 
starters. If either Allan Evridge or Tyler Donovan can make a smooth transition to starting quarterback after 
John Stocco owned the job for three years, Wisconsin should rule the Big Ten roost in 2007. Donovan was 
37-of-58 with four touchdown passes and averaged almost 10 yards per attempt as Stocco’s backup last 
season. Evridge, a transfer from Kansas State, will keep Donovan on his toes if he doesn’t win the job outright. 
Sophomore running back PJ. Hill should carry most of 
the offensive load this fall. He ran for 1,569 yards and 15 
touchdowns last season, finishing eighth nationally with 
W | S C O N S | N 120.7 rushing yards per game. He was named first-team All- 
Big Ten by the media and was consensus Big Ten Freshman 
BADGERS of the Year The Badgers can be expected Sa fon pound the 
ball this year with Hill and four returning starters in the O- 
Line (though All-America tackle Joe Thomas is the one 

2006 RECORD: 12-1 (7-1 BIG TEN) that’s gone). 

Tight end Travis Beckum led the pass-catching contingent in 2006 with 61 catches. Returning wideouts 
Luke Swan and Paul Hubbard averaged 17.0 and 16.5 yards respectively on a combined 73 receptions. The 
trio recorded five touchdown catches apiece. Donovan and/or Evridge won't have to specialize on any one 
receiver; they can spread it around. 

Defensively, the top two tacklers need to be replaced, but linebacker Jonathan Casillas is more than capable 
of the leadership role in that department. He posted a team-high 12.5 tackles for a loss last fall among his 83 
total stops, and also picked off a pass in the Purdue game. Linebacker Deandre Levy paced the Badgers in 
sacks with six and QB hurries with seven. Three returning starters in the front four are led by All-Big Ten end 
Matt Shaughnessy. Cornerbacks Jack Ikegwuonu and Allen Langford combined for five interceptions last 
year, and Ikegwuonu ran back a fumble 50 yards for a touchdown against Minnesota. 

The non-conference schedule isn’t particularly challenging. In the Big Ten, Iowa and Michigan both must 
visit Camp Randall Stadium, but the Penn State and Ohio State contests are both on the road. 


» Since the start of the 2004 season, Wisconsin has won 31 games, more than anyone else in the Big Ten. 

» The Badgers finished atop the national charts in pass efficiency defense last fall. Their six TD passes allowed tied 
Virginia Tech for fewest in the nation. 

» Wisconsin’s 12 wins last season were the most in school history. Only once before, in 1998, had the Badgers won 
as many as 11. 


Under Rich Rodriguez, West Virginia is sustaining success like never before. The 
Mountaineers have now won 38 games over the last four years, the most in any four-year 
period in school history. A Big East championship and pieces of two others have also come in 
that time, and it’s not about to stop. West Virginia was the nation’s second-best running team 
last fall with Steve Slaton and Patrick White terrorizing opponents with their speed, and both 
are back as juniors in 2007. Slaton ran for 1,744 yards and 16 touchdowns. White ran for 
1,219 yards and 18 scores. Slaton averaged 7.0 yards per carry, White 7.4. And fullback Owen 
Schmitt also is back after a 351-yard, 5.4 per-carry, seven-touchdown rushing campaign. 
White also can throw the ball, 
having finished second in the Big 
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qualified for the national chart and 


finished ninth in passing efficiency. 2006 RECORD: 11-2 (5-2 BIG EAST) 
He completed 66 percent of his 
passes for 1,655 yards and 13 touchdowns. And his favorite receiver from 2006 — wide 


receiver Darius Reynaud — is back for his senior year. Reynaud caught 39 balls last year with 
a pair of touchdown grabs. He is also one of the nation’s most dangerous kick returners, posting 
a 27.1-yard average on 30 returns with another score. 

Center Dan Mozes, the 2006 Rimington Award winner, is gone, but three OL starters 
return, All-conference tackle Ryan Stanchek will anchor the unit. A pair of first-team All-Big 
East performers — tackle Keilen Dykes and strong safety Eric Wicks — are the headliners on 
defense. Dykes is about a cheeseburger shy of 300 pounds and a disruptive force in the middle. 
Wicks posted team highs with 11 tackles for loss and seven sacks. Free safety Quinton Andrews 
also returns after leading the team with 80 tackles and five interceptions. Reed Williams and 
Bobby Hathaway are the glue in the linebacking corps. 

The focal point of the schedule comes in late October-early November with a trip to Rutgers 
and a visit from Louisville in consecutive matchups. 


» In 2005 and 2006, West Virginia won 11 games in 
two straight seasons for the first time in its 
history. In fact, the Mountaineers had never even 
won 10 games twice in a row. 

» West Virginia has led the Big East in rushing each 
of the last five years. 

» The Mountaineers fielded the nation’s 13th-best 
rushing defense last fall, allowing 93.3 yards per 
game on the ground. 


Larry Smith 


Wisconsin: Joe Robbins 


West Virginia: 
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Repeating as national champions could be a tall order for the Gators if the coaching staff 
can’t shore up a defense that has been depleted by graduation and early defections to the NEL. 
Among those who need to be replaced are the top two tacklers — linebackers Brandon Siler 
and Earl Everett — along with backs Ryan Smith and Reggie Nelson, who combined for 14 
interceptions in 2006, and big-play end Jarvis Moss. Only end Derrick Harvey and safety Tony 
Joiner return from last year’s playing group. Joiner collected the third-most tackles on the team 
and picked off a pair of passes from his safety position last fall. Harvey paced the unit in tackles 
behind the line and sacks, and last we saw him, he was making Heisman Trophy winner Troy 
Smith's life miserable in the BCS Title Game. But after 
these two, there is not one recognizable name. 
The Gator offense will have to carry most of the 
- LO R| DA load, at least early on, until the defense establishes 
some cohesion. Chris Leak was a superb college 
GATORS quarterback, though he never pretended to be a perfect 
fit for the spread option. Sophomore Tim Tebow, who 
saw significant game action off the bench, completing 
22-of-33 and averaging more than 10 yards per attempt, takes over full-time now and will 
venture far deeper into the playbook than he did last season. He is faster and more athletic than 
Leak, finishing second on the team in rushing last fall, and has a stronger arm. With Tebow 
2006 RECORD: 13-1 (7-1 SEC) running the attack, it should more closely resemble the familiar Urban Meyer brainchild. 
: ; é Meyer added to his stable of offensive weapons by bringing quarterback John Brantley, the 
» Florida finished fifth nationally in rushing defense — 2996 Gatorade National Player of the Year, into the fold. 
and sixth in both total defense and scoring As a true freshman wide receiver in 2006, Percy Harvin was the Gators’ third-leading rusher. 
defense in 2006. ; He averaged over 10 yards per carry, ran for three scores and caught two TD passes. And with 
» The Gators took the hard way to the national title, Jeading rusher DeShawn Wynn and leading receiver Dallas Baker both gone to the pros, 
playing more teams that ended up in bowls (11) Harvin’s role in the offense will expand dramatically. Tebow and Harvin will work behind a 
than anybody else did. veteran offensive line, led by 2006 All-SEC performers Phil Trautwein and Drew Miller. 
» The Gainesville campus is home to the last two After a couple of juicy appetizers to start the 2007 schedule, the Gators jump into the SEC 
Florida high school record-holders for career slate ar home vs. Tennessee in Game 3, then two weeks later they host Auburn. The month of 
touchdown passes —Tim Tebow and John Brantley. — Qctober consists of road games at LSU and Kentucky and against Georgia in Jacksonville. 
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My kingdom for a quarterback. That must be Bob Stoops’ thinking as the 2007 season draws near. 
All the other pieces are in place for a serious run. Even the graduation of tailback Adrian Peterson doesn't 
leave the gigantic question mark that the coach finds at quarterback. With Peterson hurt much of last 
season, Allen Patrick filled in for five starts and chalked up 761 rushing yards, four touchdowns and the 
longest run of the year by a Sooner back — 65 yards in the Oklahoma State game. He also abused Texas 
A&M for 173 rushing yards. Patrick is back in ’07 
along with Chris Brown, who started two games and 


ran for six scores as a freshman last fall. 
Acrobatic 6'4" wideout Malcolm Kelly averaged 16 O K LA a O M A 


yards on 62 catches last year with 10 touchdowns. 
Juaquin Iglesias and Manuel Johnson join Kelly in the SOONERS 
wide receiver corps for a third straight year, and tight 2006 RECORD: 11-3 (7-1 BIG 12) 


end Joe Jon Finley is back for his senior year with a 

career worksheet showing 39 catches and six scores to 

date. The offensive line is a team strength with three full-time starters back from last year and junior 
college All-America tackle Phil Loadholt joining in. 

On defense, the Sooners will field one of the best and deepest secondaries in the nation with 
cornerbacks Lendy Holmes, Marcus Walker and D.J. Wolfe, and safeties Reggie Smith, Nic Harris and 
Darien Williams all back. They combined for 13 interceptions with two returned for touchdowns last 
year. The tackle position is stocked with three of four regular performers back from the ’06 squad, plus 
Gerald McCoy, the top prospect among last year’s incoming freshmen. Curtis Lofton, Demarrio 
Pleasant, Ryan Reynolds and juco All-American Michael Reed comprise a first-rate group of 
linebackers. 

Now, about quarterback. Junior Joel Halzle is the only candidate with any game experience at all, and 
he attempted a grand total of two passes. Redshirt freshman Sam Bradford and true freshman Keith 
Nichol are the other candidates. Nichol, one of the top dual-threat quarterbacks coming out of high 
school this year, could be a surprise. 

Miami visits Norman for Game 2 of 2007. This year’s Texas game on Oct. 6 should be for the Big 12 
South title. 


» Oklahoma’s 2006 conference championship was the 40th in its history, including a record fourth in the Big 12. 
» The Sooners were the only team in the Big 12 to play Division I-A opponents exclusively in 2006. 
» The OU football program boasts 71,000 season-ticket holders. 


Coach Lloyd Carr’s Wolverines were shooting for the 2006 national title and were right on course 2006 RECORD: 11-2 (7-1 BIG TEN) 
until their hopes came crashing to earth at season’s end. The hiring of Ron English as defensive 
coordinator had rejuvenated the Wolverines, who played like a team on a mission. We will learn a 
lot more about English’s acumen this year, however, with the departures of end LaMarr Woodley, 
the 2006 Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year, and tackle Alan Branch from the front four, along 
with linebackers Prescott Burgess and David Harris and cornerback Leon Hall. 

This year the shot in the arm comes from the decisions of quarterback Chad Henne and running 
back Mike Hart to return for their senior year. Henne has thrown 70 career touchdown passes, 
completing better than 60 percent of his attempts; Hart finished ninth nationally last fall in rushing 
with 120 yards per game. Receiver Mario Manningham will open up the defense for the running 
game, having averaged 18.5 yards on 38 catches with nine touchdown grabs in ’06. When 
Manningham missed three midseason games with an injury, it resonated through the entire offense. 
Adrian Arrington is a terrific No. 2 option, and Henne needs to look his way more often. 

Backup running backs Kevin Grady and Brandon Minor rushed for five touchdowns between 
them last fall, but Grady suffered a season-ending knee injury in the spring. Hart, who came in fifth 
in last year’s Heisman voting after running for 1,562 yards and 14 touchdowns, is clearly the 
featured back and the spearhead of the attack. One of the nation’s best offensive lines will pave the 
way, with All-America tackle Jake Long and All-Big Ten guard Adam Kraus both back as seniors. 
Defensively, the troops will rally around linebacker Shawn Crable and safeties Jamar Adams and 
Brandent Englemon. 

The Wolverines will play their first four and six of their first 
seven games of 2007 in the Big House. They also close at home vs. 

Ohio State. Oregon, Notre Dame and Penn State come to M | Cc id | G A N 
Michigan Stadium on consecutive September Saturdays. The only WOLVERINES 
real challenge on the road will be the Wisconsin game on Noy, 10. 


» Michigan led the nation in rushing defense in 2006. It was the only team to hold opponents under 50 
rushing yards per game and less than two yards per run. 

» Michigan finished second nationally in time of possession last season, averaging 33:27 per game, only 
eight seconds behind first-place Texas A&M. 

» The Wolverines turned the ball over a measly 12 times last year, the fewest of any team in the nation. 
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Virginia Tech: Larry Smith 


After the unspeakable tragedy of last April in Blacksburg, football just doesn’t seem all that important. 

But it is reasonable to expect the Hokies to pour their hearts into every game this season to honor their 
fallen schoolmates in their way. And they are one of the nation’s best teams to begin with. 

Coach Frank Beamer, welcomes back 16 

starters — eight each on offense and defense 


Vi RG | N lA 1 - C — from last season's 10-3 team, his 20th at 

his alma mater. Sean Glennon returns at 

HOKIES quarterback, and the Tech coaches like his 

game management skills and _ his 

competitiveness. But he has to clean up his 

11-11 touchdown-to-interception ratio or 

either Ike Whitaker, a tremendous athlete who was 10-of-16 passing last year, or freshman Tyrod ‘Taylor, 

the No. 1-rated dual-purpose quarterback among the nation’s recruits this year, will get a chance to 
manage the offense. 

Josh Morgan and Eddie Royal both return after combining for 64 pass receptions, a 14.8-yard average 
and seven touchdowns in 2006, and Justin Harper is a proven number three receiver. But Glennon will 
mostly be feeding the ball to first-team All-ACC tailback Branden Ore, who ran for 1,137 yards and 16 
touchdowns last fall, including a 70-yarder against Southern Miss. Three starters return in the offensive 
line, including 2006 Freshman All-America guard Sergio Render. 

The back seven of the Tech defense is nearly impossible to solve, led by tackling machines Vince Hall 
and Xavier Adibi at linebacker. Hall was first-team All-ACC last year when he registered 128 total stops, 
including 10.5 behind the line. Adibi added 82 tackles and three interceptions. The Hokies were the top 
pass defense in the nation last year, and three starters are back in the secondary. Victor Harris notched a 
team-high four interceptions, returning one 72 yards for a score, and returns at cornerback with Brandon 
Flowers, who led the ACC with 21 passes defended, including three picks. Three senior starters are back 
in the front four. 

The first test of the 2007 season comes early, on Sept. 8 at LSU. A key four-game stretch — home to 
Boston College, at Georgia Tech and home to Florida State and Miami — will make or break the season. 


A Rutgers team without fullback Brian Leonard or tight end Clark Harris might 


seem a bit unfamiliar to most fans, but 2006 National Coach of the Year Greg 
R U iT G fa RS Schiano has the Scarlet Knights in a position where they can plug replacements into 


SCARLET KNIGHTS the lineup seamlessly. Mike Teel returns at quarterback after starting all 13 games 


last year. He threw for 2,135 yards and 12 touchdowns. Unfortunately, he also 


2006 RECORD: 11-2 (5-2 BIG EAST) completed just over 55 percent and put up 13 interceptions. But in the last three 


games of the season he was 45-of-69 for 692 yards (better than 10 yards per attempt), five touchdowns and 
no interceptions. So at least he’s on the right trajectory. 

If Teel can keep his handoff mechanics up to code he'll keep his job regardless, since All-American Ray Rice 
is back. Rice ran over, around and through Rutgers opponents to the tune of 1,794 yards and 20 touchdowns 
last fall and now is only 86 yards shy of 3,000 for his career. With another year like last, Rice will be on hand 
for the 2007 Heisman presentation, if not the guest of honor. 

The top two pass catchers from last year — Leonard and Harris — are gone, but the top five wide receivers 
are back. Kenny Britt and Tiquan Underwood were the most productive of the bunch, but Tim Brown is the 
most dangerous. The fastest player on the team, Brown averaged 25.2 yards per reception, and three of his 
eight catches went for touchdowns. Three starters return in the offensive line, anchored by All-America tackle 
Jeremy Zuttah. 

Six starters are back from a Rutgers defense that was the Big East’s stingiest in 2006. Eric Foster is back at 
tackle after picking up first-team All-America honors last year. End Jamaal Westerman also returns after 
pacing the 2006 Scarlet Knights in both tackles for a loss and sacks. Courtney Greene and Ron Girault form 
the league's best safety tandem with 151 tackles and seven interceptions between them last year. 

The Scarlet Knights’ chance at revenge for last year’s 30-11 loss to Cincinnati comes in New Brunswick 
on Oct. 6. West Virginia also must visit Rutgers Stadium, on Oct. 27. The season finale is at Louisville on 


Thursday, Nov, 29. 


Bowl. 


If the Heisman Trophy were to go to the player with the ability to change the complexion of 
a game on one play better than anyone else in America, DeSean Jackson would be front and 
center at this year’s ceremony, and probably would have been last year. Jackson has been Cal's 
leading receiver in both of his first 
two seasons, averaging 17.1 yards 


CA | | E G) R N lA on 97 catches with 16 touchdowns. 


He also ran back four punts for 
GOLDEN BEARS touchdowns last year, giving him 


2006 RECORD: 10-3 (7-2 PAC-10) five for his career, and was the 
recipient of the Randy Moss Award 


as the top return man in the nation. 
He takes just about one out of every five punts he touches the distance. 

Quarterback Nate Longshore returns along with his top three receivers, including Jackson 
and tight end Craig Stevens, who was second-team all-conference in a Pac-10 known for great 
tight ends. Wideouts Lavelle Hawkins and Robert Jordan combined for 92 catches with nine 
touchdown grabs last fall. Three starting offensive linemen also return, led by first-team All- 
Pac-10 center Alex Mack. The biggest void is at tailback, where Marshawn Lynch took off for 
the NFL after rushing for 1,356 yards and 11 touchdowns last year. Softening the blow is the 
return of Justin Forsett, who has run for 1,625 yards at 6.5 per carry with 10 touchdowns over 
the last two seasons, and 2005 Parade All-American James Montgomery, who redshirted last 
year. 

The top three tacklers from a year ago need to be replaced along with most of the defensive 
line. Three of the top four returning tacklers are DBs. Linebacker Zack Follett notched 12.5 
tackles behind the line and 5.5 sacks among his 62 total stops coming in off the bench and is 
the new man in the middle. Follett, linebacker Worrell Williams and 335-pound tackle Matt 
Malele will be counted on to hold a mostly new front seven together. 

The Golden Bears are champing at the bit to get at Tennessee after the Vols shot them down 
in last year's opener in Knoxville. The Cal-Tennessee game opens the 2007 campaign for both 
teams in Berkeley on Sept. 1. Coach Jeff Tedford’s club also gets Oregon State and USC at 
Memorial Stadium but travels to UCLA in October. The Big Game this year is at Stanford. 


» The Scarlet Knights’ 2006 offensive line allowed only eight sacks, fewest in the nation. 

» Rutgers has been playing football since... well, Rutgers (and Princeton) invented football in 1869. Yet the Scarlet 
Knights recorded 11 victories last season for only the second time in those 137 years. 

» Rutgers won a bowl game for the first time in its history with a 37-10 vanquishing of Kansas State in the Texas 


» DeSean Jackson scored touchdowns on his first 
career reception and his first career punt return 
as a freshman in 2005 — both in the same game. 

» In 2006, Cal won a share of the Pac-10 
championship for the first time since 1975, when it 
was the Pac-8. 

» The Golden Bears have now posted five straight 
winning seasons for the first time since 1947- 
1951. 


Rutgers: Bill Wood 
California: John Medina 


AS AN AMERICAN 
YOU CAN TAKE THE LEAD. 
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ine ee 


Ba) 
: \ 
LOSE THE LEAD. Ny 
YOU CAN LEAD BY EXAMPLE. 4 , 
eke ot 
COMMITTEE. e 
OR DEFAULT. "/. 
YOU CAN LEAD = 
7, 
WITH PURPOSE ve 
ye 4 
Wye 44 
OR NOT AT ALL. 1 
whe 7, 
woe : 
AS AN AMERICAN AND Am 
A MARINE CORPS OFFICER pee 


YOUR LEAD WILL IMPACT 


THE FUTURE OF THIS NATION. 
FEW CAN BE MARINES. 


EVEN FEWER CAN LEAD THEM. 


CAN YOU? 
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With only 10 starters returning, five each on offense and defense, they are reloading in Columbus. 
From the quarterback position, a Heisman Trophy winner (Troy Smith) who set a school single- 
season record of 30 touchdown passes last season departs, and a grand total of 11 career pass 
attempts, 10 by Todd Boeckman and 
one by Robbie Schoenhoft, return. 
Redshirt freshman Antonio Henton, the 


O | | ©) STATE 2005 High School Offensive Player of 


the Year in the state of Georgia, joined 

BUCKEYES the quarterback derby this spring. 
Boeckman enters fall practice atop the 
depth chart based on experience and his 
three years in the system. 

Ted Ginn Jr. and Anthony Gonzalez are off to the NFL after compiling 1,515 receiving yards 
between them last season, but the cupboard is far from bare. Brian Robiskie and Brian Hartline 
bring excellent speed to the position and scored seven times on a combined 46 catches in 2006. 

Antonio Pittman is gone after turning in back-to-back 1,000-yard rushing seasons. The good 
news is that Pittman’s departure opens the door for Chris Wells, a 230-pound between-the-tackles 
runner with breakaway speed. The top-rated running back nationally among 2006 recruits, Wells 
ran for 576 yards and seven touchdowns, averaging 5.5 per carry, backing up Pittman last year. 

All-Big Ten tackle Kirk Barton leads three returning starters on the offensive line, but only one 
starter — end Vernon Gholston — is back on the defensive line. Gholston posted team highs last fall 
with 15 tackles for a loss and 8.5 sacks among his 49 total stops, and there are veteran performers 
available at each of the three vacancies. Linebacker James Laurinaitis and cornerback Malcolm Jenkins 
are All-Americans in the back seven. Laurinaitis led the 2006 Buckeyes with 115 tackles and five 
interceptions. Jenkins added four picks and ran one back 61 yards for a touchdown against Penn State. 

The 2007 slate opens with a I-AA opponent, then a MAC team, then at Washington, then home 
to Northwestern. The new quarterback will get lots of practice against people in other-than-scarlet 
and gray unis before the schedule draws to a close at Penn State, home to Wisconsin and at Michigan 
in three of the last four matchups. 


There might be a new coach — Steve Kragthorpe, fresh off a successful four-year engagement at 
‘Tulsa — but it’s the same Louisville program that is firmly established as a player on the national scene. 
Having one of the nation’s best quarterbacks in senior Brian Brohm provides something of a comfort 
zone for Kragthorpe in his transitional year. Brohm has been a tad fragile, but when he is healthy he 
can pick a defense apart. He is a career 66- 
percent passer with 6,751 yards, 41 TD tosses 


and 12 INTs. His latest appearance was as 
MVP of the Cardinals’ 24-13 Orange Bowl LO U ISVI LLE 


win over Wake Forest. Hunter Cantwell, 

Brohm’s backup, is 3-1 as a starter over the CARDINALS 
last two seasons and will have a year left as the 

regular signal-caller in 2008. 

Kragthorpe finds not only an enviable situation at quarterback but also one of the best receiving 
corps in the game. Harry Douglas caught 70 passes for 1,265 yards and six touchdowns in 2006. 
Mario Urrutia averaged 16.8 with six scores on 58 catches. Tight end Gary Barnidge added 31 
catches with a 16.5-yard average and four TD grabs. 

After Michael Bush went down with an injury in the season opener, the Cardinals went the 
running back-by-committee route. Bush and leading rusher Kolby Smith are gone, but George 
Stripling and Anthony Allen are back after combining for 865 rushing yards. Stripling averaged 5.7 
per carry; Allen ran for a team-high 13 touchdowns. Brock Bolen averaged 6.2 yards on 48 rushes, 
and he’s back, too. On the offensive line, three starters return, and two of them — center Eric Wood 
and tackle George Bussey — were first-team All-Big East in 2006. 

Senior linebacker Malik Jackson will be the linchpin of the defense after leading the team in 
tackles for a loss with 16 and sacks with nine. He also recovered three fumbles and returned one 13 
yards for a touchdown against West Virginia. Tackle Amobi Okoye and three departed DBs will be 
missed sorely, but strong safety Jon Russell is a good place to start rebuilding in the secondary. 

The 2007 Cardinals travel to Kentucky on Sept. 15, and the dangerous Wildcat team will be 
hungry for revenge after last year’s 59-28 shellacking at Louisville last season. The most crucial 
games, however, are at West Virginia on Nov. 8 and home to Rutgers on Nov. 29, both Thursday 
night matchups. 


» In four years as Tulsa’s head coach, Steve Kragthorpe took the Golden Hurricane to three bow! games. 
» The 2006 Louisville offense finished second nationally in total yardage. 
» The 2006 Louisville defense finished second nationally with 3.46 sacks per game. 


PRESEASON TOP 725 


2006 RECORD: 12-1 (8-0 BIG TEN) 


» The Buckeyes were ranked No. 1 for 12 weeks 
last season, during which time they defeated 
two teams ranked No. 2 — Texas and 
Michigan. 

» Inhis six years since taking the Ohio State job, 
Jim Tressel has coached the Buckeyes to six 
bowl games, four BCS bids and two 19-game 
winning streaks. 

» Tressel is 5-1 against Michigan. 


2006 RECORD: 12-1 (6-1 BIG EAST) 


John Grieshop 
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Georgia Tech coach Chan Gailey will have a superb passing quarterback in the lineup in 2007, 
and wide receiver Calvin Johnson, arguably the best football player in the country last year, 
wont be there to share the glory. Taylor Bennett got the starting nod for the 2007 Gator Bowl 

and completed 19-of-26 for 326 yards and 


G EO RGIA TEC L| three touchdowns in a 38-35 loss to West 
Virginia. He was the most polished passer on 
YELLOW JACKETS the team last season and showed it during his 


brief forays into game action. Unfortunately, 
only one wide receiver is back who caught more than seven passes a year ago. Junior James 
Johnson, however, is proven with 53 career catches, a 15-yard average and nine scores, 
including one from Bennett in the Gator Bowl. 

‘Tashard Choice, the leading rusher in the ACC in 2006, is back for more in ’07. In his two 
years since transferring from Oklahoma, Choice has run for just a hair under 2,000 yards. Last 
season he dented defenses for 1,473 yards and 12 touchdowns. The offensive line features four 
returnees with 26 or more starts each. Three of them are seniors, but the anchor of the line is 
junior tackle Andrew Gardner. 

The Tech defense was a stubborn group last season, and eight starters are back. End Adamm 
Oliver, tackle Darryl Richard and linebacker Philip Wheeler are the ringleaders up front. Oliver 
and Wheeler combined for 25.5 tackles behind the line. The front four is probably the deepest 
area on the team. 

Djay Jones and Jamal Lewis are back at the safeties after combining for seven interceptions 
last fall, and they ran back one each for touchdowns. Lewis is a first-team All-ACC returnee. 
2004 RECORD: 9-5 (7-2 ACC) Jahi Word-Daniels, Avery Roberson and Pat Clark started 15 games among them at cornerback 
» Taylor Bennett completed his first eight passes in 4 Year ago. Word-Daniels posted a team-high 13 pass breakups. Tech boasts the nation’s top 

the Gator Bowl, the longest string of completions © Punter in Durant Brooks. = 

by aTech quarterback since 2001. The 2007 Yellow Jackets pay a return visit to Notre Dame in the opener and host cross-state 
» Georgia Tech is enjoying runs of 10 consecutive rival Georgia in the finale. In between are visits from Boston College and Virginia Tech and a 


winning seasons and 10 straight bow! ‘ip to Miami. 
appearances. 
% The Yellow Jackets have finished with a winning 
percentage of .500 or better in ACC play for 12 
consecutive years, the longest in the league by 
four years. 


Ric Fogel 


Karl Dorrell welcomes back 10 offensive and 10 defensive starters from last year’s 7-6 team that 
finished the regular season with a 13-9 win over USC. The arrival of DeWayne Walker from the NFL 
coaching ranks as defensive coordinator was just what the doctor ordered, bringing vast improvement 
on that side of the ball, and the top eight tacklers all return. End Bruce Davis is one of the best pass 
rushers in America, having registered 12.5 sacks (tied for fourth nationally) last season, and there are four 
battle-hardened performers at the tackle positions, including 

starters Kevin Brown and Brigham Harwell. 


Christian Taylor, who posted 83 tackles despite playing CIE 
through an ankle injury, and 2006 Freshman All-American 
Reggie Carter head up an active, hard-hitting linebacker BRUINS 


contingent. Chris Horton led the team in tackles with 95, 
notched three interceptions and returns at safety along with 
Dennis Keyes, who added 79 stops and a pick. Cornerback 
Alterraun Verner intercepted ct al ran them both 2096 RECORD ET =s( 56 Foe 18) 
back for touchdowns, including an 89-yarder against Arizona. He is trying to battle his way into the 
starting lineup past one of two returning starters — Rodney Van and Trey Brown. 

Dorrell has two proven quarterbacks in 6'5" juniors Ben Olson and Patrick Cowan. Olson was 
completing 64 percent of his passes with five touchdowns as the early-season starter before a knee injury 
in game five finished him for the season. Cowan filled in admirably the rest of the way. 

Tailback Chris Markey ran for more than 1,000 yards last year and has over 2,000 for his career. He 
also is a valuable receiver, with 60 career catches. Marcus Everett caught 31 passes last season with five 
touchdown grabs, and he’s back at wide receiver along with Brandon Breazell, the deep ball threat with 
a team-high 18.5-yard average on 21 catches. There are almost 90 combined starts among the returning 
offensive linemen, including four full-time starters from last year. 

The Bruins had Notre Dame beaten last year before letting the game get away in the final moments. 
The Irish will visit the Bruins this Oct. 6 in a game sandwiched in between Oregon State at Corvallis 
and Cal in the Rose Bowl. USC, as usual, is the finale. 


» The 2006 UCLA defense tied for ninth nationally in rushing defense, fifth in tackles for a loss and sixth in sacks. 
» The Bruins played in their fourth straight bow! game last year. 
» All three of UCLA’s 2007 non-conference opponents are coming off bow! appearances. 


The quarterback merry-go-round in Athens has come to a stop. By the end of last season, the 2006 RECORD: 9-4 (4-4 SEC) 
offensive reins were firmly in the hands of Matthew Stafford, the SEC coaches’ All-Freshman 
quarterback, and there they'll stay. Stafford experienced some tough times while learning on the job 
but finished on a roll, guiding the Bulldogs to 
wins over fifth-ranked Auburn and 16th- 


ranked Georgia Tech to close the 2006 regular 

season. Then in the Chick-fil-A Bowl, he was G iE O RG | A 
named the game's Offensive MVP after 

rallying the Dawgs to 28 unanswered points, BULLDOGS 
obliterating a 21-3 halftime deficit on the way 

to a 31-24 win over Virginia Tech. 

Senior running backs Kregg Lumpkin and Thomas Brown are still around after combining for 
more than 1,000 rushing yards in 2006, but Brown is trying to bounce back from a midseason knee 
injury. Truth be told, Lumpkin is still trying to rebound fully from his own knee injury of three years 
ago. His potential is far greater than his production to date. Watch out for redshirt freshman 
Knowshon Moreno and incoming freshman Caleb King to make some noise off the bench as ball- 
carriers. Another viable pass receiving option or two must emerge to join Mohamed Massaquoi, who 
caught 30 balls last year. Head coach Mark Richt raided the junior college ranks for some immediate 
help in the offensive line, where both of last year’s starting guards are back but a pair of All-SEC 
performers are gone. 

Six of last year’s starters in the defensive front seven need to be replaced, along with the team’s 
best defensive back in safety Tra Battle. Ends Roderick Battle and Marcus Howard and tackle Kade 
Weston should move into the vacancies in the front four with little drop-off, and senior middle 
linebacker Brandon Miller has logged 15 starts with 73 tackles over his career. Cornerback is 
probably the strongest area of the team, with Paul Oliver, Bryan Evans, Prince Miller and Asher 
Allen all back in the fold, and Kelin Johnson is a top-notch safety. 

The 2007 Bulldogs host Oklahoma State to open the season. Tennessee in midseason and Georgia 
Tech in the finale are also road games, with Auburn coming to Athens on Nov. 10 and the traditional 
matchup with Florida in Jacksonville on Oct. 27. 


» Georgia kicker Brandon Coutu led the SEC in 
scoring in 2005 with 114 points. 

The Bulldogs turned the ball over 31 times 
last season, the most since 1979, resulting 
in 80 points for their opponents. 

In the six years since Mark Richt was 
named head coach, Georgia is 22-3 on the 
road, including 8-2 against ranked 
opponents. 


» 
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The Nittany Lions will use their 20-10 Outback Bowl win over Tennessee as a springboard to the 2007 
season. Quarterback Anthony Morelli has a cannon for an arm and an unwarranted reputation as a bad 
decision-maker. His 208 pass completions last fall are a new school record, his 2,424 passing yards are 
third on the school’s single-season charts, 
and he threw only eight interceptions in 386 


attempts. 
Dp E N N STATE For the first time in Penn State history, 


NITTANY LIONS three different receivers caught 40 or more 


passes apiece, and all three — juniors Deon 

2006 RECORD: 9-4 (5-3 BIG TEN) Butler, Jordan Norwood and Derrick 

Williams — are back for 2007. Williams is 

even more dangerous returning punts than he is catching passes. He averaged 12 yards per return last 

fall with a 75-yard touchdown. What will be tough is finding a replacement for running back Tony Hunt 

and his 3,320 career rushing yards, second-most in school history, and All-America offensive tackle Levi 

Brown. The oft-injured Austin Scott, a former top recruit, and Rodney Kinlaw, who averaged 5.1 yards 

on 39 carries while playing in Hunt's shadow last year, will decide the tailback job between them. Three 
starters return on the offensive line. 

Six starters are back from last year’s formidable defensive unit, but only one in the line. The back seven 
is one of the nation’s best, despite the graduation of All-America linebacker Paul Posluszny, who finished 
as the school’s career tackles leader. Dan Connor, a second-team All-America linebacker in 2006, enters 
» In 2006, Penn State finished in the Top his senior year needing 99 total stops to overtake Posluszny’s mark. He had 113 last season, including 

15 in Division I-A in rushing defense, _ nine for a loss, five sacks and two interceptions. Sean Lee is also back at linebacker after a 90-tackle, 5.5- 

scoring defense, total defense, pass sack ’06 campaign. 


2 efficiency defense and sacks. Anthony Scirrotto led the Big Ten with six interceptions last fall and returns at safety, with Justin King 
e: » The Nittany Lions are one of only 13 and Tony Davis back in the corners. Davis rang up two fumble returns for touchdowns last season, 
BS teams to have won 20 games over the _ including an 88-yard jaunt in the Outback Bowl. 

6 last two seasons. The 2007 Nittany Lions get their shot at revenge for last year’s shellacking at Notre Dame in Game 
2 » Penn State’s defense racked up 40 2, this time at home in Happy Valley. Two weeks later comes a trip to Michigan Stadium. Iowa, 
H 5 sacks, tied for sixth nationally, in 2006. Wisconsin and Ohio State are all home games in October. 


2006 RECORD: 9-5 (6-2 BIG 12) As a junior at Arizona State in 2005, quarterback Sam Keller was on his way to a record- 
breaking season, throwing for 2,165 yards and 20 touchdowns before a hand injury finished 
him after seven games. Following his highly publicized transfer to Nebraska, he sat out 2006 

per NCAA transfer rules, 


looked sharp this spring 

and has one year to finish 

N E B RAS KA his collegiate career. Joe 
CORNHUSKERS Ganz, last year’s backup to 


Zac ‘Taylor, is another 
serious contender for the 
job. 

Wide receivers Terrence Nunn and Maurice Purify are back after combining for 76 
receptions last fall, and Purify proved to be a deep threat with an 18.5-yard average and seven 
touchdown catches. Marlon Lucky started six games, ran for 728 yards and six touchdowns and 
accounted for 1,264 all-purpose yards. He will be the full-time starting I-Back in 2007. Seven 
offensive linemen return who started at least one game last season, including four full-timers. 

The back seven on defense looks stout with three returning starters in the secondary along 
with linebackers Bo Ruud and Corey McKeon. Ruud is a first-team All-Big 12 returnee, and 
Cortney Grixby has been a fixture at cornerback for three years. The front wall could be an area 
of concern, with four new starters needed. All-America end Adam Carriker will be particularly 
hard to replace. 

Nebraska will host top-ranked USC in Game 3. Missouri and Texas are road trips for the 
07 Huskers, with Texas A&M and Kansas State visiting Lincoln. Oklahoma is absent from the 
slate. 


» Nebraska is the nation’s winningest football program since 1970, with 369 wins, 27 more than 
second-place Michigan. 

» The 2006 Cornhuskers were one of only three teams nationally to finish in the Top 25 in rushing 
offense, passing offense, total offense and scoring offense. 

» With its 21-3 win over Kansas State last year, Nebraska became the fourth member of major 
college football’s 800-win club, joining Michigan, Notre Dame and Texas. 
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The numbers from 2006 are impressive enough. Hawaii averaged 559 yards per game, including 441 
through the air, and 47 points, leading the nation in all three categories. Quarterback Colt Brennan, who 
finished sixth in the Heisman voting, completed 73 percent of his passes (406-of-559) for 5,549 yards 
and an NCAA single-season record 58 touchdowns. All told, he broke or tied 16 NCAA records. And 
he also ran for 366 yards and five scores. Wide receivers Davone Bess, Jason Rivers and Ryan Grice- 


Mullen combined for 3,168 receiving yards and 36 
touchdown catches. What's downright scary is that the 
quarterback and all three receivers are back for 2007. 
Bess led the team with 96 receptions and 15 | AWAI| | 
touchdowns. He and Rivers each caught passes for over Ww 


1,000 yards. Rivers and Grice-Mullen each averaged well ARRIORS 
over 16 yards per catch. The bad news is that leading 
rusher Nate Ilaoa, who provided the attack with a 2006 RECORD: 11-3 (7-1 WAC) 
semblance of balance by running for 990 yards at 7.6 per 
carry with 13 touchdowns, is gone. Other than Brennan, no one is back who ran for more than 34 yards. 
The Hawaii defense made great strides as a unit last fall, but coordinator Jerry Glanville is now the head 
coach at Division I-AA Portland State. He has been replaced by Greg McMackin, who favors a 4-3 
scheme. Linebacker Adam Leonard proved to be one of the top defensive players in the WAC, posting 
team highs with 114 tackles, nine pass breakups and four fumble recoveries. Solomon Elimimian added 
90 stops on the year and is back at the other inside linebacker position. Defensive tackle Michael Lafaele 
and safety Jacob Patek are also making names for themselves around the league. 
The 2007 schedule heats up toward the end, with visits from Fresno State, Boise State and 
Washington on tap in three of the last four matchups. 


» Colt Brennan led the nation in passing yardage, passing efficiency, completion percentage, touchdown 
passes and total offense. 

» The 2006 Warrior defense forced 29 turnovers — leading directly to 143 points — and scored 24 points of 
its own. 

» In his eighth season, June Jones became Hawaii’s winningest coach with 64 victories, surpassing Dick 
Tomey with 63 wins in 10 seasons. 


2006 RECORD: 9-4 (5-3 SEC) __ Erik Ainge, the 6'6" Oregon import, is developing into one of the nation’s best quarterbacks, 
but he wont find a lot of familiar targets downfield this season. Robert Meachem, Jayson Swain 
and Bret Smith have all departed after combining for 159 catches and 22 touchdowns in 2006. 
Holdovers Lucas Taylor, Austin 
Rogers and Josh Briscoe have 29 
career catches among them. The 
T E N N E S S E E top two returning pass catchers 
VOLUNTEERS are tight ends Chris Brown and 

Brad Cottam. 
Ainge will probably be 
handing off a lot more this year, 
with LaMarcus Coker, Montario Hardesty and Arian Foster all back for more ball-carrying 
duty. Three starters are back in the offensive line, but All-American Arron Sears isn’t one of 

them. 

Defensively, J.T. Mapu and Demonte’ Bolden are ready and able to step into the vacancies 
at tackle, and Xavier Mitchell and Antonio Reynolds are vastly underrated ends. Making up 
for the loss of leading tackler Marvin Mitchell from the linebacker corps are returning starters 
Jerod Mayo and Ryan Karl, with Rico McCoy and 2006 High School All-American Chris 
Donald vying to replace Mitchell. 

Jonathan Hefney is an All-America-caliber safety who will provide leadership for a relatively 
inexperienced secondary. 

For the ’07 season opener the Vols will pay a return visit to California, where the Golden 
Bears have been anxiously awaiting their shot at payback for last year’s 35-18 debacle in 
Knoxville. Two weeks later comes a date at reigning national champion Florida. Alabama is a 
midseason road trip, with Georgia and Arkansas both visiting Neyland this season. 


» Three of Tennessee’s four losses in 2006 were to teams ranked in the final Top 15 nationally. 

» The 2006 Vols scored 35 percent of their total points (126 of 362) in the fourth quarter and came 
from behind to win four games in the final stanza. 

» Last season, Erik Ainge set a new Tennessee single-season record for completion percentage at 
67.0 (233-of-348). 


The Tigers enjoy some positive momentum — wins over rival Alabama and Nebraska in their last two 
outings — to propel them into the 2007 campaign. Only four ’06 starters return to action on offense, 
but one of them is quarterback Brandon Cox, who currently stands second in school history with a 
137.90 passing efficiency rating. Cox completed 60 percent of his tosses last fall for 2,198 yards and 14 


touchdowns. 
Replacements need to be found for both the leading 
rusher and the leading receiver from 2006. The top two 
candidates for the running back job are Brad Lester, who A U B U R N 
ran for 510 yards and a team-high nine touchdowns last TIGERS 


season, and Ben Tate, a Freshman All-American who 

averaged 7.3 yards on 54 carries and posted two 100- 

yard games, barely missing a third, despite his limited 

role. Wideout Rodgeriqus Smith returns after catching 2006 RECORD: 11-2 (6-2 SEC) 

26 passes (for a gaudy 17.4-yard average) and scoring 

four touchdowns. Gigantic King Dunlap (6'9", 321) is back at left tackle. The other four O-Line starters 
will come from a pool of six lettermen and some impressive freshmen. 

Tiger opponents can't wait for defensive end Quentin Groves to get out of town, but they'll have to 
put up with him for another year. Alabama and Florida are particularly tired of him. He has a nasty habit 
of camping out in other teams’ backfields and knocking the ball loose from their backs. Tackles 
Sen’Derrick Marks, who notched 11 tackles behind the line last year, and Josh Thompson also return, 
but the back seven could use some shoring up. 

The season opens with a visit from Kansas State on Sept. 1. Florida and LSU are both midseason road 
trips to opponents seeking revenge for 2006 losses. The Tigers travel to Georgia and host Alabama in the 
final two regular-season matchups of ’07. 


» Auburn was the only team in the country in 2006 to defeat two teams ranked in the Top 5: Florida and LSU. 

» The 2006 Tigers finished second nationally in fourth down efficiency, converting 78.6 percent (11-of-14) of 
their attempts into first downs. 

» Over the last three years, Auburn has won 33 games and posted an .868 winning percentage (33-5), both 
of which are third-best in the nation. 


Tennessee: Courtland Richards 
Auburn: Tim Clark/Athion Sports 


Oregon State is coming off a 10-4 season, the second-best record in the program’s 
history. The 2006 Beavers snapped USC's 27-game Pac-10 winning streak, beat No. 24 
Hawaii on the road, defeated Oregon in the state’s annual Civil War and came from behind 
to overtake Missouri in the Sun Bowl. And most of the key players are back. 
The 2007 Oregon State story starts with the offensive line. All five of last year’s starters 
earned All-Pac-10 recognition, and four return, led by first-team all-conference honoree 
Jeremy Perry, who 
teams with Roy 


O R E G O N STAT E ants the he 
BEAVERS guard duo in the 


nation. Center Kyle 

2006 RECORD: 10-4 (6-3 PAC-10) DeVan and_ tackle 

Andy Levitre also 

return, with 6’6", 303-pound junior Tavita Thompson leading the pack at the all-important 
left tackle spot. 

The best bet to replace departed Sun Bowl MVP Matt Moore at quarterback is Sean 
Canfield, who connected on 28 of his 45 attempts last year with two TDs and two INTs as 
a redshirt freshman. The new signal-caller will have the luxury of the top three receivers back 
from last year. All-American Sammie Stroughter caught 74 passes for 1,293 yards (a 17.5- 
yard average) and five touchdowns, and he is even more dangerous returning punts. First- 
team All-Pac-10 tailback Yvenson Bernard ran for 1,307 yards and 12 touchdowns and 
caught 43 passes out of the backfield. 

The Beavers’ veteran defense is held together by one of the nation’s top linebacker corps, 
with Alan Darlin, Joey LaRocque and two-time second-team All-Pac-10 honoree Derrick 
Doggett all back for their senior year. The three combined for 257 tackles, 33.5 tackles for 
a loss and four interceptions in 2006. 

UCLA and Arizona visit Corvallis on consecutive midseason Saturdays in 2007, and then 
it gets even tougher, with trips to Cal, USC and Oregon all down the road. 


» Under Mike Riley, Oregon State is 3-0 in postseason appearances. 
» The 2006 Beavers finished third in the nation with 3.4 sacks per game (47 total). 
» Oregon State owns the Pac-10’s longest bowl-game winning streak at three. 


Stephen McGee is one of the top dual-threat quarterbacks in the nation. He is coming off 
a 2006 season in which he threw for 2,295 yards and 12 touchdowns and ran for 666 yards 
and four more scores. As a sophomore last year he set a new Texas A&M single-season record 
by completing 62 percent of his passes and led the nation in interception percentage with 
only two in 313 pass attempts. 

Lining up behind McGee in 


the backfield is 274-pound TEXAS A&M 


Aggie folk hero Jorvorskie 

Bare: almost certainly the best AGGIES 

short-yardage back in America. 

In the regular season, Lane ran 

for either a first down or a 5 

touchdown on 26 of 29 third- A a Sk i he 

and fourth-down carries last fall. In all he rushed for 725 yards and 19 touchdowns. The 
Aggies’ leading rusher was Mike Goodson, who ran for 847 yards and four touchdowns, 
leading the Big 12 with a 6.7-yard average last year as a freshman. With McGee, Goodson 
and Lane all back in the fold, A&M figures to lead the conference in rushing once again. Four 
returning starters in the offensive line, led by all-conference guard Kirk Elder, will see to it. _, Texas A&M led the nation in time of possession 


With Chad Schroeder gone, the team’s top returning receiver is deluxe tight end Martellus last season with an average of 33:35 per game. 
Bennett with 56 career catches, six for TDs. » The 2006 Aggies tied a school record for fewest 
Safety Devin Gregg is the Aggies’ top returning tackler from last fall. Gregg, fellow DBs turnovers with 13 (nine fumbles, four 
Japhus Brown and Jordan Peterson and linebacker Mark Dodge all return after tying for the interceptions), which also tied for second zs 
team lead with two interceptions apiece. All-Big 12 first-teamer Chris Harrington is a fixture nationally and led the Big 12. re: 
at defensive end, and 250-pound linebacker Misi Tupe was the Big 12 Newcomer of the Year. _, Texas A&M finished fourth nationally last fall with = Ly 
Most of the toughies on the 2007 schedule are on the road — Miami, Nebraska, a 50.03 third down conversion rate, turning 89 of 22 
Oklahoma and Missouri. The finale against Texas, though, will take place at Kyle Field. 177 into first downs. $3 


If there ever was a Miami lifer, it’s Randy Shannon. A Miami native, Shannon was a four-year 
letterman for the Hurricanes’ football team. He has spent every year since 1991 as an assistant 
on the staffs of the Canes and the Dolphins. He has been defensive coordinator at the U. for 
the last six years and was named 

head coach last Dec. 8. 
Shannon will have nine offensive 


MIAMI starters back in action in 2007, 


including four in the line. He also 


HURRICANES has two proven quarterbacks. Kyle 


2006 RECORD: 7-6 (3-5 ACC) Wright started 12 games in 2005 
and nine last year before missing the 


last four games with a broken 
thumb. He is a career 60-percent passer, with over 4,000 yards and 26 touchdowns to his 
credit. Kirby Freeman took over when Wright went down last year and proved to be a capable 
field general. He led the Hurricanes to a come-from-behind win over Boston College in the 
regular-season finale and a bowl-game win over Nevada. 

Javarris James spearheads the rushing attack. He took over as the starter in Game 4 as a 
freshman last season and ran for 802 yards on the year. Charlie Jones enters 2007 with seven 
career starts and 10 rushing touchdowns. Returning wide receivers Lance Leggett and Sam 
Shields combined for 75 catches and eight touchdowns last fall. 

The Miami secondary is one of the best in the country, with all four starters back led by 
super safety Kenny Phillips. All-ACC defensive end Calais Campbell racked up an impressive 
» The Miami defense finished fourth nationally 20.5 tackles for a loss last season, with 10.5 sacks, and leads three 2006 starters back in the 


against the run and seventh overall last year. front SSveoe. = ; = ‘ 
» Randy Shannon has played or coached on three of he Hurricanes travel to Oklahoma and host Texas A&M in September, visit Florida State 
Miami’s five national championship teams. in October and close the season with consecutive road trips to Virginia Tech and Boston 


» Miami’s winning percentage of .816 (71-16) since College. 
2000 is the fourth-best in the nation. 


The Horned Frogs enter 2007 on an eight-game winning streak, fourth-longest in the nation. In 
their last four games, they averaged 43 points and 516 yards per game. Four full-time starters return 
to the attack, but quarterback Jeff Ballard, TCU’s career leader in both winning percentage (.905, 
19-2) and completion percentage (61.1) isn’t one of them. Sophomore Marcus Jackson and redshirt 
freshman Andy Dalton will continue 
to battle over the starting assignment 


well into fall practice. Jackson was 26- Pel 


of-44 with two touchdowns in action 
off the bench last year. HORNED FROGS 
Aaron Brown, the 2005 Mountain 2006 RECORD: 11-2 (6-2 MWC) 
West Conference Freshman of the 
Year and second-team All-MWC last 
fall, has compiled 1,559 rushing yards and 15 touchdowns over his first two years, averaging 5.5 per 
carry. Despite the graduation of leading receiver Quentily Harmon, the Frogs won't be hurting for 
pass catchers. Donald Massey, Ervin Dickerson, Walter Bryant, Derek Moore and Marcus Brock all 
have been tested in game action. Two-time first-team all-conference tackle Herb Taylor is gone, but 
three O-Line starters are back. Matty Lindner is a second-team All-MWC returnee at guard. 
All-American Tommy Blake is one of the most feared defensive ends in America with 36.5 tackles 
behind the line, 19 sacks and six pass breakups for his career. Chase Ortiz at the other end isn’t far 
behind. Jason Phillips, David Hawthorne and Robert Henson head up a quick, active linebacker 
corps. Safety Brian Bonner made first-team All-MWC as a return specialist and second team on 
defense. Cornerbacks Nick Sanders and Torrey Stewart are back after picking off three passes each, 
and returning one each for touchdowns in ’06. 
The 2007 Horned Frogs can make a statement during their contest at Texas in Game 2. A three- 
game late-season stretch at home vs. Utah and New Mexico and at BYU could nail down the 
conference title. 


» Over the last eight games, all TCU wins, the Frogs outscored their opponents 192-13 in the first half. 

» The 2006 TCU defense finished second nationally against the run, second in total defense and third in 
scoring defense. 

= » The Horned Frogs have appeared in the postseason eight of the last nine years. 


Miami; Greg DeHoog 
TCU: John Betancourt 
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2007 Johnny Unitas® 
Golden Arm Award‘ 


presented by 


bance 


ften times college football fans and the media become 

so enthralled with touchdown passes, elusive runs, 

ferocious tackles and quarterback sacks that we lose 

sight of other important matters of college athletics. 

The Golden Arm Award, presented annually to the 
top senior quarterback by the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm 
Foundation encapsulates all that is positive in college sports. 
The award acknowledges performance on the field for sure. But 
it goes beyond completion percentage and touchdown strikes. 
The award values character, citizenship, integrity and those 
who honor the game. 


“The winner of the Golden Arm Award is recognized not 
only for his athletic accomplishments, but also for his character, 
citizenship, scholastic achievement, leadership qualities, and 
athletic abilities,” says John Unitas, Jr., President of the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc. The Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Award bears the name of the man many 
refer to as the finest quarterback ever to play the game of 
football. 


In addition to honoring a player with the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Award, the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm 
Educational Foundation, Inc., has awarded more than 
$500,000 in scholarships to deserving scholar-athletes 
from local area high schools both in Maryland and 
Kentucky. 


“Despite my Dad’s outstanding accomplishments, he 
never forgot his humble beginnings, and this won him 
a permanent place in the hearts of all who ever knew 
him,” notes Unitas, Jr. “Giving life to his commitment 
to ‘give back,’ the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Educational 
Foundation, Inc. was established to promote football on all 
levels by providing financial aid to deserving young 
athletes.” 


TOP SENIOR QUARTERBACKS FOR 2007 
ERIK AINGE, TENNESSEE 

JOHN DAVID BOOTY, USC 

COLT BRENNAN, HAWAII 

ALEX BRINK, WASHINGTON STATE 
BRIAN BROHM, LOUISVILLE 
SHAUN CARNEY, AIR FORCE 
BRANDON COX, AUBURN 
MARTIN HANKINS, MEMPHIS 
OMAR HAUGABOOK, TROY 
CHAD HENNE, MICHIGAN 
ANTHONY MORELLI, PENN STATE 
MATT RYAN, BOSTON COLLEGE 
PAUL SMITH, TULSA 

ADAM TAFRALIS, SAN JOSE STATE 
ANDRE’ WOODSON, KENTUCKY 


2006 WINNER 


BRADY QUINN 
NOTRE DAME 


Getty Images 


TRULY MASTERFUL. 


AEGON and Transamerica congratulate 


Zach Johnson. 2007 Masters® champion. 


TRANSAMERICA 
The Power of the Pyramid® 


an ZEGON company 
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Insurance products underwritten by Transamerica Occidental Life Insurance Company, Cedar Rapids, IA 52499, and affiliates. In New York, products underwritten by Transamerica Financial 
Life Insurance Company, Purchase, NY 10577. Products may not be available in all jurisdictions. Masters is a registered trademark of Augusta National, Inc. 
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QB JOHN DAVID BOOTY, usc 
1s” 210 SENIOR 
In his first year at the reins of the Trojans attack, Booty completed 62 
percent of his passes for 3,347 yards and 29 touchdowns. In his first career 
start, at Arkansas, he connected on 69 percent 
with three second-half touchdowns. He enters 
2007 on track to finish in the top 5 in school 
history in passing and total offense despite 
only two years as a starter. 


RB DARREN MCFADDEN, 

ARKANSAS 

6'2" 205 JUNIOR 
McFadden is the only returning Heisman 
Trophy finalist from last season, having 
finished second. The Little Rock native set an 
Arkansas record with 1,647 rushing yards last 
season and won the Doak Walker Award as 
the nation’s top running back. He was 
consensus All-America, first team All-SEC and 
SEC Offensive Player of the Year. In SEC 
history, only 1982 Heisman Trophy winner 
Herschel Walker ran for more yards in his first 
two years than McFadden has. 


RB RAY RICE, RUTGERS 

59 200 JUNIOR 
Rice finished second in the nation and set a 
Big East single-season record with 1,794 
rushing yards. He also ran for 20 touchdowns 
and came in fifth nationally in scoring and 11th 
in all-purpose yards. He was first-team All-Big 
East and second-team All-America last fall 
after his Freshman All-America campaign in 
2005. 


wR MARIO MANNINGHAM 
MICHIGAN 
6'0" 181 JUNIOR 
Michigan won its first 11 games last season. 
In the eight that Manningham participated in, 
the Wolverines averaged 34 points per game. 
During the three-game stretch when 


(eta He 202 JUNIOR 
Only a junior, Bennett already owns 10 school records and two SEC marks. 
He has caught 161 passes for 2,022 yards over his first two years, and with 


his 48th reception this fall he will become the SEC’s all-time leading receiver. 


He already holds two of the league’s five most productive receiving seasons, 
with 79 catches as a freshman and 82 as a sophomore, making him the only 
receiver in SEC history with 75 or more catches in two different seasons. 


‘ 
Rad)... Carlson 


Manningham was out with an injury, they averaged 18. He finished the 
season with 38 catches, including nine for touchdowns. 


WR EARL BENNETT, VANDERBILT 


r 


IT'S GOOD! & 


ALL-AMERIC 


TEAM 


TE JOHN CARLSON, NOTRE DAME 

6'6" 259 SENIOR 
Carlson is a tremendous athlete with an ability to stretch the 
field as a receiver that most tight ends don’t have. Carlson took 
over as the starter in 2006 and caught 47 passes, with four TD 
grabs. With the top three Irish receivers gone, Carlson’s role in 
the passing game should expand dramatically. 


C JONATHAN LUIGS, ARKANSAS 

6'4" 305 JUNIOR 
Luigs started all 14 games for the Razorbacks last year and 
made first-team All-SEC and third-team AP All-America. One of 
six finalists for the Rimington Trophy, Luigs anchored a line that 
gave up only nine sacks, second-fewest in the nation, and 
cleared the way for two 1,000-yard rushers. 


OL SAM BAKER, usc 

6:55 305 SENIOR 
Baker has been a starter at left tackle for the Trojans since his 
redshirt freshman season of 2004 and has been a first-team 
All-American for the last two years. He anchors a Trojan line 
that allowed only 17 sacks last fall. 


OL JAKE LONG, MICHIGAN 

6'7" 313 SENIOR 
Long was first team All-Big Ten and was named the 
conference’s Offensive Lineman of the Year. He also was a 
consensus All-American and is a leading candidate for the 2007 
Outland Trophy. 


OL BARRY RICHARDSON, CLEMSON 

Onl 320 SENIOR 
In 2006, Clemson finished fifth nationally in rushing offense 
and tied for sixth in fewest sacks allowed, and Richardson was 
one of the main reasons. He was an All-ACC first teamer after 
registering 75 knockdown blocks, giving him 141 for his career. 


OL SE REO ZUTTAH, RUTGERS 

6'4" 290 SENIOR 
Zuttah is a first-team All-Big East returnee. Last season as a 
junior he started all 13 games at right tackle on an offensive 
line that paved the way for the 15th-ranked rushing offense in 
Division I-A and led the nation with only eight sacks allowed. 


K ART CARMODY, LOUISVILLE 

5'8" 165 SENIOR 
The 2006 Groza Award winner, Carmody owns the Louisville 
career records for field goals made and points scored. He is a 
perfect 11-for-11 on field goal attempts of 40 yards or more, 
including his career long 51-yarder last season against Temple. 


KR MARCUS THIGPEN, INDIANA 

59" 190 JUNIOR 
Thigpen is a running back who doubles as a kick returner. Or is 
it the other way around? He led the nation in kick returns, 
averaging 30.1 yards, and took three back for touchdowns. 


Bennett: Tim Clark/Athion Sports 


Carlson: Paul Levy 


Groves; Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
Jenkins: Brad Schloss 
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DL QUENTIN GROVES, AUBURN 

6'3" 254 SENIOR 
Over his first three years at Auburn, 
Groves has tallied 30 tackles for a loss 
(for 161 lost yards). Of those, 23 have 
been sacks. He has also knocked the 
ball loose from opposing ball-carriers 
six times. He had 12 tackles for a loss 
and 9.5 sacks (including three against 
national champion Florida) for the 
season and was a consensus first- 
team All-SEC choice. 


DL GLENN DORSEY, 

LSU 

oa 299 SENIOR 
Opponents ran for only 97.1 yards per 
game against the Bayou Bengals last 
fall, and Dorsey was the anchor of the 
line. He was consensus All-SEC and 
was selected first-team All-America by 
the AP. Despite having to fight through double-team blocking on 
a regular basis, Dorsey finished third on the team with 64 
tackles, including 8.5 for a loss. 


DL ERIC FOSTER, 

RUTGERS 

6'2" 265 SENIOR 
Foster is a returning first-team All-Big 
East performer and was also a first- 
team All-America selection by the 
Football Writers Association of 
America. After missing most of 2005 
with a knee injury, Foster came back to 
start all 13 games last fall, racking up 
51 tackles, including 14 for a loss and 
six sacks, and batted down four 
passes at the line. He had his best 
game in the win over Louisville, with 
seven total stops. 


DL TOMMY BLAKE, tcu 

6'3" 252 SENIOR 
Blake has been a first-team All- 
Mountain West Conference selection 
for two straight years, and last season he was a unanimous 
pick. He led the conference by a wide margin in tackles for a 
loss with 16.5, giving him 36.5 for his career. He also has 19 
sacks on his career worksheet, with six passes batted down 
and four forced fumbles. He capped off his 2006 season by 
capturing Defensive Player of the Game honors in the Frogs’ 
37-7 Poinsettia Bow! win over Northern Illinois. 


LB DAN CONNOR, PENN STATE 

6S" 233 SENIOR 
Connor is the latest stud linebacker to emerge at Linebacker 
U., following on the heels of All-American Paul Posluszny. Last 
season he registered 113 total stops and now has 274 for his 
career, including 19 behind the line and 7.5 sacks. In addition 
to putting opposing ball-carriers on the ground last season, 
Connor forced three fumbles and picked off two passes, and 
was named second-team All-America by the AP 


IT'S GOOD! 


LB JAMES LAURINAITIS, OHIO STATE 

65, 244 JUNIOR 
Laurinaitis is the reigning Nagurski Award winner as the nation’s best 
defensive player. Last season he started all 13 games at middle 
linebacker and paced the Buckeyes in tackles with 115, including 8.5 
behind the line. He also led his team in interceptions with five. In the 
Texas game he racked up 13 tackles and forced two fumbles, and was 
named Big Ten Defensive Player of the Week. 


LB REY MAUALUGA, usc 

(hey 250 JUNIOR 
As a sophomore in 2006, Maualuga beat out returning starter Oscar Lua 
for the middle linebacker job, made plays all over the field and landed 
on the All-Pac-10 first team. In his young career, he has 9.5 tackles for 
a loss of 40 yards, and has batted down five passes and intercepted 
two others. 


CB BRANDON FLOWERS, viRGINIA TECH 

BO 19.0 JUNIOR 
In a secondary that should be the best in the nation in 2007, Flowers is 
the headliner. He finished third in Division I-A last fall in passes 
defended with 21 — three interceptions and 18 breakups — as the Hokies 
led the nation in pass defense. He also notched 51 total stops and broke 
through for 7.5 tackles behind the line, including 3.5 sacks. 


CB MALCOLM JENKINS, OHIO STATE 

6'1" 202 JUNIOR 
Jenkins is listed as Ohio State’s field cornerback, but he will line up 
wherever necessary to cover the opponent’s best receiver. Last season, he 
registered 55 total tackles, including 4.5 for a loss. He also picked off 
four passes, returning them a total of 99 yards. Against Penn State, he 
ran one back 61 yards for a touchdown. He was consensus first-team 
All-Big Ten. 


S TAYLOR MAYS, usc 

6'4" 225 SOPHOMORE 
When starting USC free safety Josh Pinkard went down with a season- 
ending injury in the 2006 opener at Arkansas, Mays stepped into the 
breach and turned in an amazing season for a freshman, not that it was 
unexpected after his stellar high school career at Seattle O’Dea. He 
turned in a team-high three interceptions and broke up three other 
passes. 


S TOM ZBIKOWSKI, NOTRE DAME 

6'0" 210 SENIOR 
Zbikowski is one of the few bright spots on a Notre Dame defense that 
has been, shall we say, vulnerable. Last fall he racked up 79 tackles, giving 
him 213 for his career, but he is most dangerous as a return man. He has 
run back three punts for touchdowns and has also scored on two of his six 
career interceptions. He was a third team AP All-American in 2006. 


P Fes tk BROOKS, GEORGIA TECH 

6'0" 202 SENIOR 
A second-team All-American as selected by the AP and the Walter Camp 
Foundation, Brooks finished fourth in the nation with a 45.5-yard average on 
79 punts. He recorded 27 punts of 50 yards or more, including seven of 60 
or longer, and stuck Tech opponents inside their 20-yard line 35 times. 


PR DESEAN JACKSON, CALIFORNIA 

6'0" 166 JUNIOR 
Jackson was a consensus All-American in 2006 and won the inaugural Randy 
Moss Award as the nation’s best return man. He led Cal in receiving for the 
second straight year and led the nation in punt returns, averaging 18.2 
yards. He returned four punts for scores, giving him five for his career. 
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Athlon ivaes 


SECOND TEAM 


THIRD TEAM 


QUARTERBACK QUARTERBACK 
Colt Brennan 637) 196s) Sk Hawaii Brian Brohm 64" 224 Sr. Louisville 
RUNNING BACKS RUNNING BACKS 
Steve Slaton 5'10" 195 dr. West Virginia Tan Johnson 5111" 194 Jr Boise State 
Mike Hart BO 196, Sek Michigan Jamaal Charles 61" 200 Jur Texas 
WIDE RECEIVERS WIDE RECEIVERS 
Jarett Dillard 571" 180% sdk Rice Adarius Bowman 6'4" 220 Sr. Oklahoma State 
Harry Douglas Loy) ta Ii ste Louisville Davone Bess 5110" 195 ur. Hawaii 


Colt Brennan, Jonathan Hefney, Brian Brohm and Kenny Phillips 


a 


TIGHT END TIGHT END 
Travis Beckum 64) #221, wr Wisconsin Martin Rucker G62) 7255, St Missouri 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
George Bussey 64" 298 dr. Louisville Kirk Barton 6.6)" “3100 Sr Ohio State 
Ryan Clady 6:6" 7319) Je Boise State Adam Kraus 66" 296 Sr. Michigan 
John Greco 60.) SOLO eels Toledo Phil Trautwein 66" 298 Sr. Florida 
Jeremy Perry 62" F4313% Ve Oregon State Chris Williams 66 SIS seSE Vanderbilt 
C Alex Mack 6'5" 300 ur. California C John Sullivan 64" 290 Sr Notre Dame 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Calais Campbell 68" 6282) wr Miami Ian Campbell 652 © 2326 ar Kansas State 
Bruce Davis Oss 25h) Bol UCLA Keilen Dykes Hoe 2952. Sk West Virginia 
Sedrick Ellis 61!" 5295" Sk USC Lawrence Jackson 6'5" 265 Sr. USC 
Derrick Harvey 64" 245 dr. Florida Matt Shaughnessy 6'6" 242 dr. Wisconsin 
LINEBACKERS LINEBACKERS 
Vince Hall 6'0" 240 Sr. Virginia Tech Jasper Brinkley 62" 4262" 4Si South Carolina 
Keith Rivers 63" 230 Sr USC Jonathan Goff 64" “235, “Str Vanderbilt 
Bo Ruud 63m (2559 Sk Nebraska Wesley Woodyard Git 212 Sk Kentucky 
CORNERBACKS CORNERBACKS 
Simeon Castille 61" 189 Sr Alabama Antoine Cason 610" 182) “Se Arizona 
Dwight Lowery 61” 1855" Sr San Jose State Aqib Talib 6'2" 180 dr Kansas 
SAFETIES SAFETIES 
Jonathan Hefney 59 1185.0 ‘Sr Tennessee Kenny Phillips 6'2" 202 ur. Miami 
Eric Wicks 62009 "Sk: West Virginia Reggie Smith Gir F197" rr Oklahoma 
SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS 
K Alexis Serna Soe 70. “SE Oregon State K Brandon Coutu 610" 5200" Sr Georgia 
P Chris Miller 6'2" 205 ur. Ball State P Britton Colquitt 6 Sue 20S eee Tennessee 
KR Darrell Blackman 5105 2205s Sk NC State KR Damon Nickson chin IT ZA® SIP Middle Tennessee 
PR Sammie Stroughter 6'0" 183 Sr. Oregon State PR Jeremy Trimble 6Or e219" OSE Army 


Brennan: Peter Brouillet; Hefney: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 


Brohm: John Grieshop; Phillips: Mike DeHoog 
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BOSTON COLLEGE 
CLEMSON 

DUKE 

FLORIDA STATE 
GEORGIA TECH 
MARYLAND 

MIAMI 

NORTH CAROLINA 
NC STATE 
VIRGINIA 
VIRGINIA TECH 
WAKE FOREST 


BAYLOR 
COLORADO 
IOWA STATE 
KANSAS 
KANSAS STATE 
MISSOURI 
NEBRASKA 
OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
TEXAS 

TEXAS A&M 
TEXAS TECH 


CINCINNATI 
CONNECTICUT 
LOUISVILLE 
PITTSBURGH 
RUTGERS 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
SYRACUSE 

WEST VIRGINIA 


ATLANTIC COAST 


CONFERENCE 


QB RB WR/TE OL 
7 9 11 9 
Z. 8 4 6 
8 4 9 Zz 
11 3 3z 2 
4 7 2 Zi 
10 12 10 12 
ae! 5 11 
5 11 12 8 
6 6 1 7 
3 10 6 1 

BIG 12 

CONFERENCE 

QB RB WR/TE OL 
12 12 11 9 
TI ae? 12 8 
8 11 6 12 
9 10 8 6b 
7 7 10 10 
6 2 5 5 
2 4 4 4 
5 1 I 1 
4 6 9 11 

BIG EAST 

CONFERENCE 

GB RB WR/TE OL 
6 6 6 3 
5 4 8 8 
1 3 1 2 
7 5 2 4 
4 2 3 1 
3 if 5 5 
8 8 7 7 
2 1 4 3z 
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e~ ATHLON AWARDS 
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Oklahoma: Layne Murdoch 
Louisville: John Grieshop 


BIG TEN 


CONFERENCE 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
ILLINOIS B<% "1 10 8 4 3 
INDIANA 4 tt 8 {i it. Wh 10 
IOWA 7 3 4 4 2 5 6 
MICHIGAN 1 1 5 2 4 a) 
MICHIGAN STATE 11 8 10 7  -A0 9 8 
MINNESOTA fy" ae 7 5 6 Sy) 1 
NORTHWESTERN big teed 9 8 1. 9 
OHIO STATE O° ASS 6 6 5 ae 
PENN STATE 2. 40 2 7 9 1 4 
PURDUE 3 9 1 1 7 7 7 
WISCONSIN 5 3 3 @-—2—1 
CONFERENCE 
USA 
QB RB WR/TE OL DL ULB DB 
EAST CAROLINA 1, 42 5 1 ~=-10 Bue ii 
HOUSTON 1 4 1 2 6 8 9 
MARSHALL 7 8 11 3 2 Cay 
MEMPHIS 5 5 4 6 4 6 
RICE 5 tt 3 oF #9 Ze ei 
SMU 2 6 7 7 S10 £5 
SOUTHERN MISS 4 1 6 1 1 2 2 
TULANE 12, “10 9 12 8 Be 12 
TULSA 1 3 8 4 7 1 3 
UAB 29 12 8 5 ace 
UCF Soa? 10 Bei © 2° 10 
UTEP ge #7 2 eh Fie Bi 1 
MID-AMERICA 
CONFERENCE 
QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
AKRON soa 4 6 pT 4 
BALL STATE 1 9 1 3 9 ‘a 
BOWLING GREEN et 8 OF HR” 12 8 
BUFFALO 13 46 12 Hoe? PA & ) 42 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 2 6 3 1 8 3 5 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 9 1 9 11 7 5 10 
KENT STATE ZP  I5 10 8 5 Oe 19 
MIAMI 1 ~= 10 7 Ey he a any, 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 10 7 6 7 6 1 3 
OHIO 8 2 11 5 {ect 6 
TOLEDO 5 1 5 Aes! a 4S 
TEMPLE 2s = 12 13 (25 40 2) 1% 
WESTERN MICHIGAN i 3 2 2 3 6 1 
MOUNTAIN WEST 
CONFERENCE 
QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
AIR FORCE fe SA 9 9 9 Ta 8 
BYU Siew 6 5 1 2 Fe As 
COLORADO STATE Sa? 2 5 4 6a" 34 
NEW MEXICO 7 3 4 4 3 tes 
SAN DIEGO STATE Be + adh 7 8 6 go 49 
TCU 9 G-—s —2—1—1—2 
UTAH 1 7 3 3 7 Be by, 
UNLV 2 9 1 7 5 Ane VG 
WYOMIN G 8 5 6 6 8 3 1 Wisconsin: Bruce Schwartzman; BYU: Peter Brouillet 


SSS ee Gon a ae 
PAC-10 


CONFERENCE 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
ARIZONA Tes 9 ie eee ee ey) 
ARIZONA STATE er 8 4? Bg YS) Be 
CALIFORNIA 2° 5 1 aie BS 
OREGON eel 3 ee ee 
OREGON STATE 6. 2 2 A: hog 2 
STANFORD 10 10 Bo 10 Gh > FS 
UCLA Sve 4 7 De- 2er 4.) 
USC Tras 6 ae i ie 
WASHINGTON 9 9 10 Se “B+ “10 “Fo 
WASHINGTON STATE 4 4 i ir ee: 
SOUTHEASTERN 
CONFERENCE 
QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB_ DB 
ALABAMA 7 atl 3 OT Me Te eS 
ARKANSAS 10 @-———7—— 6—5——6—10 
AUBURN 81 98 1027 lO Oa 9S G4 
FLORIDA A! 59 1 et OMe eT, 
GEORGIA oe 4 9 eae I ame: 
KENTUCKY Pa? 2 Su te Soe vs 
LSU be 86 4 Sea A 20 
MISSISSIPPI STATE tin °d2 fie. 12a et eel 
OLE MISS inn #3 129 11h e105 12 tz 
SOUTH CAROLINA Gy) 5 8 TAL 8 i, «6 
TENNESSEE Died 6 a a a 
VANDERBILT 5 10 5 Ay = A 8 
SUN BELT 
CONFERENCE 
QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB_ DB 
ARKANSAS STATE Be Oe 3 a ee, 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 3 4 4 Ete AO 48 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 7 ~~ 8 5 Bi) SS ee ss 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 8: £6 6 a 6. eS 
NORTH TEXAS Gefen 7 by) ren 2 27 
UL LAFAYETTE 4 (@)—8s——2——7——3— 6 
UL MONROE 2. 3 1 ees 8 Pm 
TROY 1 5 2 or. te 2 
WESTERN ATHLETIC 
CONFERENCE 
QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
BOISE STATE 6. 7 ir, 25" Sab ae 
FRESNO STATE 4 6 6 Ua MD ee EOC BS 
HAWAII Ay 197 1 ad dee gl. 
IDAHO eS 8 Tee LOGE 5k 
LOUISIANA TECH 5 4 9 ee fe ee 
NEW MEXICO STATE a: 2 61) 9-99: & 59 
NEVADA oes 4 ay. Be AMG 
SAN JOSE STATE Be ee 3 Sige! “GM Ho) ee 
UTAH STATE 9 9 5 9 7 6 8 ve Ctalyette:UcLafpete SID 
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\ Ti HERAPY 


AIR ACTIVATED HEAT Py id 


When the heat is on 
gx the pain is gone! 


~ - Up to 8 hours of 
muscle relaxing, 
pain relieving heat 


- Portable, soothing, 
relaxing heat that goes 
where you go 


POWERFUL 
RELIEF at the 


RECRUITING REPORT 


BY CONFERENCE 


ACC RANKINGS BIG TEN RANKINGS 

1. MIAMI . VIRGINIA TECH 9. BOSTON COLLEGE 1. MICHIGAN 5. IOWA 9. MINNESOTA 

2. GEORGIA TECH . VIRGINIA 10. NC STATE 2. OHIO STATE 6. WISCONSIN 10. PURDUE 

3. NORTH CAROLINA . FLORIDA STATE 11. WAKE FOREST 3. PENN STATE 7. MICHIGAN STATE 11. INDIANA 

4. CLEMSON . MARYLAND 12. DUKE 4. ILLINOIS 8. NORTHWESTERN 

1. Marvin Austin DT 6'3' 295 Washington, D.C. —_ North Carolina 1, Ryan Mallett QB 6'6" 235 Texarkana, TX Michigan 
2. Tyrod Taylor QB 6'2' 185 Hampton, VA Virginia Tech = 2. Arrelious Benn WR 6'2" 210 Washington, D.C. Illinois 
3. J'Courtney Williams SLB 6'3" 218 Danville, VA Virginia 3, Josh Oglesby T 67" 320 Milwaukee, WI Wisconsin 
4. Allen Bailey LB 64" 255 Darien, GA Miami = 4. Donovan Warren CB 6'0" 175 Long Beach, CA Michigan 
5. John Elliott G  6'4" 280 EastMeadow,NY BostonCollege 5. Eugene Clifford S$ 6'2" 190 Cincinnati, OH Ohio State 
6. Willy Korn QB 6'2' 200 Lyman, SC Clemson _ 6. Martez Wilson DE 6'4" 230 Chicago, IL Illinois 
7. Dionte Allen CB 5°11" 175 Orchard Lake, MI Florida State 7. Ryan Van Bergen DE 6'5" 260 Whitehall, MI Michigan 
8. Josh Nesbitt QB 6'1" 204 Greensboro, GA Georgia Tech 8. Michael Williams CB 60" 190 Camarillo, CA Michigan 
9. Greg Little WR 6'3" 210 Durham, NC North Carolina 9. Toney Clemons WR 6'2" 205 New Kensington, PA Michigan 
10. Marcus Gilcrist CB 5'11" 175 _—_ High Point, NC Clemson 10. Nick Sukay S$ 6'2" 200 Mount Pleasant, PA Penn State 
11. Tydreke Powell DT 6'3' 290 Ahoskie, NC North Carolina 11. Nate Oliver S$ 6'0" 195 Lakewood, OH Ohio State 
12. Jonathan Dwyer RB 6'0" 197 Marietta, GA Georgia Tech 12. Christian Ballard DE 6'4° 270 Lawrence, KS lowa 
13. Rashad Mason WR 6'5' 210 Nashville, TN North Carolina 13. Devon Torrence S 61° 190 Canton, OH Ohio State 
14. Robert Marve QB 6'1" 190 Tampa, FL Miami 14. Brandon Saine RB 6'1° 205 Piqua, OH Ohio State 
15. Scotty Cooper S 60" 206 Lake City, SC Clemson 15. D'AngeloMcCray DL 6'4° 290 Jacksonville, FL Illinois 
16. Will Alvarez T  6'5" 315 Woodbridge, VA Virginia Tech 16. Stefen Wisniewski G  6'3° 275 Bridgeville, PA Penn State 
17. Mike Paulus QB 6'5" 220 Manlius, NY North Carolina 17. James Scott CB 5'10° 165 Daytona Beach, FL Ohio State 
18. Kourtnei Brown DE 6'5" 230 Charlotte, NC Clemson 18. CameronHeyward DT 6'6" 280 Suwanee, GA Ohio State 
19. Kendall Smith MLB 6'1" 207 Bushnell, FL Florida State 19. Josh Brent DT 6'3' 300 Bloomington, IL Illinois 
20. DeMarcus Van Dyke CB 6'1" 170 Miami, FL Miami 20. John Clay RB 6'2° 220 Racine, WI Wisconsin 

BIG EAST RANKINGS BIG 12 RANKINGS 

1, PITTSBURGH 4. SOUTH FLORIDA 7. CONNECTICUT 1, TEXAS . OKLAHOMA 9. BAYLOR 

2. WEST VIRGINIA 5. SYRACUSE 8. CINCINNATI 2. NEBRASKA . COLORADO 10. KANSAS STATE 

3. RUTGERS 6. LOUISVILLE 3. OKLAHOMA STATE . MISSOURI 11. |OWA STATE 

4, TEXAS A&M . TEXAS TECH 12. KANSAS 

1. Noel Devine RB 5'8° 170 North Fort Myers, FL West Virginia 1. Tray Allen OL 6'5" 310 Grand Prairie, TX Texas 
2. Anthony Davis T 66° 350 Piscataway, NJ Rutgers 2. Curtis Brown CB 61" 175 Gilmer, TX Texas 
3. Chris Jacobson G 63° 285 ‘Pittsburgh, PA Pittsburgh 3. Ryan Miller T 68" 310 Littleton, CO Colorado 
4. Pat Bostick QB 6'3" 220 Lancaster, PA Pittsburgh 4. Dre Jones DT 6'5" 295 El Paso, TX Texas 
5. Manny Abreu WLB 6'3" 220 Union City, NJ Rutgers 5. John Chiles WR 6:2" 197 Dallas TX Texas 
6. Doug Beaumont WR 5'9" 180 Louisville, KY Louisville 6. Richetti Jones DE 6'4" 240 Dallas, TX Oklahoma State 
7. Tony Tucker DE 6'2' 225 Washington D.C. Pittsburgh 7. Austin Box S63" 220 Enid, OK Oklahoma 
8. Junius Lewis DT 6'2' 250 Morgantown, WV West Virginia 8. Russell Carter DE 6'3" 240 Houston, TX Texas 
9. Maurice Williams WR 6'1" 190 Erie, PA Pittsburgh 9. Derrick Stephens SLB 6'2" 228 Houston, TX Texas A&M 
10. Dale Martin RB 60° 190 Bolingbrook, IL Louisville 10. Dez Bryant WR 6'1" 220 Lufkin, TX Oklahoma State 
11. Victor Anderson RB 5'9° 175 Louisville, KY Louisville 11. Ben Wells CB 6'1" 185 Beaumont, TX Texas 
12. Myles Caragein DE 6'2' 270 Pittsburgh, PA Pittsburgh 12. Chris Scott S  6'0" 185 Dallas, TX Texas 
13. Brandon Lindsey SLB 6'2" 225 Aliquippa, PA Pittsburgh 13. Earl Thomas CB 5'10" 183. Orange, TX Texas 
14. Dan Matha T 66" 310 Erie, PA Pittsburgh 14. James Kirkendoll WR = 5'11° 175 Round Rock, TX Texas 
15. Keith Newell T  6'6" 290 Trenton, NJ Rutgers 15. Jaivorio Burkes T 65" 315 Phoenix, AZ Nebraska 
16. Dom DeCicco S$ 6'3" 200 Jefferson, Hills PA Pittsburgh 16. William Cole CB 6'0° 175 Cedar Hill, TX Oklahoma State 
17. C.J. Peake S62" 210 Trotwood, OH Louisville 17. Markques Simas WR 6'2" 195 San Diego, CA Colorado 
18. Claude Davis DE 6'4" 240 Lakeland, FL South Florida 18. Adrian Moore S 60° 200 Pine Bluff, AR Oklahoma State 
19. Joe Lefeged S 60" 190 Germantown, MD Rutgers 19. Niles Paul WR 61" 210 Omaha, NE Nebraska 
20. Doug Hogue RB 6'2" 215 Yonkers NY Syracuse 20. Damian Davis WR 6'5" 190 Mart, TX Oklahoma State 


RECRUITING INFORMATION PROVIDED BY SCOUT.COM 
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RECRUITING BY CONFERENCE 


CONFERENCE USA RANKINGS 


. EAST CAROLINA 
. MEMPHIS 


1. UCF 

2. HOUSTON 

3. SOUTHERN MISS 

4. MARSHALL 

. Antwain Easterling RB 
. Alphonso Bryant DB 
. Chris Tate WR 
. AJ. Guyton WR 
. Kamar Aiken ATH 
. Demarcus Lattier OT 
. Chris Smith QB 
. Terrell Edwards RB 
. Tyrell Worthington RB 
. Charles Wood i 

. Linval Joseph DT 
. Rodney Cox ATH 
. Branden Curry if 

. DaRonte McNeil RB 
. Charles Opeseyitan RB 
. Sidney Haynes WR 
. De'Von Bailey ATH 
. Loyce Means CB 
. Darnell Williams WR 


. Brandon Thigpen S) 


. RICE 
. TULSA 


5111" 
60" 
6'0" 
Lg bj 
62° 
62" 
63" 
62° 
60° 
65 
6e 
Oy 
se 
62" 
5110" 
64 
6'2" 
5'10" 
61" 
63" 


185 
190 
180 
176 
195 
285 
220 
205 
180 
295 
308 
230 
292 
217 
193 
210 
200 
156 
185 
200 


9. SMU 
10. UTEP 
11. UAB 
12. TULANE 


Miami, FL Southern Miss 
Florida City FL UCF 
Hempstead, TX Houston 
Naranja, FL UCF 
Hollywood, FL UCF 
Garland, TX Houston 
South Point, OH Marshall 
Mobile, AL Marshall 
Greenville NC East Carolina 
Gainesville, GA Marshall 
Alachua, FL East Carolina 
Angier, NC East Carolina 
Hollywood, FL Marshall 
Elizabeth City, NC East Carolina 
Allen, TX Tulsa 
Suwanee, GA UCF 
Lawton, OK SMU 
Houston, TX Houston 
Winter Park, FL UCF 
Moreno Valley, CA UTEP 


MAC RANKINGS 


. Clay Belton QB 
. Paul Simkovich OL 
. Chris Givens WR 
. Morgan Williams RB 
. Matt Rodgers QB 
. Travaris Cadet QB 
. Vincent Hill WR 
. Brandon Brooks OL 
. Daryl Robinson ATH 


. Darrell Davis-Budanauro OL 
. Schneider Julien 


WR 


. Tommie Weatherspoon LB 
. Frank Edmonds RB 
. Bryan Williams ATH 
Josh Allison DL 
. Anthony Middleton TE 
. Pete Rolf DE 
. Andy Wersel DE 
. Amara Kamara LB 
. Marlin Parker DE 


66" 
64 
6'2° 
60° 
62 
60 
5111" 
64 
59° 
64" 
5'10" 
62" 
5'6" 
60" 
62" 
64 
64" 
60" 
61" 
62" 


MIAMI 5. WESTERN MICHIGAN 
AKRON 6. TEMPLE 
TOLEDO 7. KENT STATE 

. BALL STATE 8. OHIO 


230 


9. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
10. EASTERN MICHIGAN 
11. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
12. BOWLING GREEN 

13. BUFFALO 


Dayton, OH Miami 
Latrobe, PA Akron 
Chillicothe, OH Miami 
Canton, OH Toledo 
Pittsburgh, PA Akron 
Miami, FL Toledo 
Ft. Washington, MD Akron 
Milwaukee, WI Miami 
Philadelphia, PA Temple 


Grand Rapids, MI Eastern Michigan 


Miami, FL Western Michigan 
Jesup, GA Temple 
Cleveland, OH Ball State 
Akron, OH Akron 
Lake Orioin, MI = Central Michigan 
Deerfield Beach, FL Western Michigan 
Piqua, OH Ball State 
Mason, 0H Western Michigan 
Newark, NJ Temple 
Warren, OH Toledo 


omon oor wn — 


—_ | = 
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MOUNTAIN WEST RANKINGS 


. Jason Munns 

. Jeremy Kerley 

. Marcus Mathews 
. Griff Robles 

. Ryan Kessman 

. Ryan Lindley 

. JJ. Di Luigi 

. Star Lotulelei 

. David Angilau 

. Tejay Johnson 

. James Aiono 

. Tekerrein Cuba 

. James Davis 

. G Pittman 

. Devin Mahina 

. Michael Matamua 
. Vincent Brown Jr. 
. Phillip Ofili 

. Jonathan Jones 
. Jordan Pendleton 


USC 
OREGON 


. CALIFORNIA 
. WASHINGTON 


. Everson Griffen 

. Joe McKnight 

. Mare Tyler 

. Chris Galippo 

. Ronald Johnson 

. Aaron Corp 

. Kristofer O'Dowd 
. Marshall Jones 

. DaJohn Harris 

. Martin Coleman 

. Brian Price 

. Rob Gronkowski 

. Chris Izbicki 

. Simi Fili 

. Broderick Green 

. Akeem Ayers 

. Michael Reardon 
. Brandon Carswell 
. Terrance Pritchett 
20. 


Carson York 


WR 
MLB 
T 


SAN DIEGO STATE 7. UNLV 

COLORADO STATE 8. AIRFORCE 

NEW MEXICO 9. WYOMING 

6'5" 225 Kennewick, WA BYU 
5'10" 185 Hutto, TX TCU 
64° 200 Beaverton, OR BYU 
6'5" 220 Spanish Fork, UT Utah 
6'0" 190 San Jacinto, CA BYU 
6'3" 205 Alpine, CA San Diego State 
5'9" 188 Canyon Country, CA BYU 
6'3" 245 South Jordan, UT BYU 
6'2' 255 Longmont, CO BYU 
61" 195 Garland, TX TCU 
6'3" 245  W. Valley City, UT Utah 
6'3" 197 Tyler, TX TCU 
5'9" 172 Monrovia, CA Wyoming 
5'9° 175 Rancho Cucamonga, CA BYU 
6'6" 225 Upland, CA BYU 
64" 280 Kapolei, HI San Diego State 
6'0" 172 Rancho Cucamonga, CA San Diego St. 
6'0° 185 Houston, TX Air Force 
6'3° 197 Fort Worth, TX TCU 
6'2 195 South Jordan, UT BYU 


10 RANKINGS 


UCLA 8. STANFORD 

ARIZONA STATE 9. ARIZONA 

OREGON STATE 10. WASHINGTON STATE 
6'3' 265 Avondale, AZ USC 
6'0" 180 River Ridge, LA USC 
60" 215 Yorba Linda, CA USC 
6'2' 235 Corona, CA USC 
61" 190 Muskegon, MI USC 
6'3" 185 Villa Park, CA USC 
6'5" 290 Tucson, AZ USC 
6'0° 185 Agoura Hills, CA USC 
6'4" 270 Inglewood, CA USC 
6'5° 285 Huntington Beach, CA USC 
6'3" 270 Los Angeles, CA UCLA 
66" 250 Williamsville, NY Arizona 
6'3° 230 Kirkland, WA Washington 
64° 340 Salt Lake City, UT Oregon 
6'1" 230 Little Rock, AR USC 
6'2" 214 Los Angeles, CA UCLA 
6'5" 265 Anaheim, CA USC 
6'2' 175 Milpitas, CA USC 
6'2" 201 Sacramento,CA Oregon 
64" 285 Coeur d'Alene, ID Oregon 


RECRUITING INFORMATION PROVIDED BY SCOUT.COM 
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SEC 
RANKINGS 


. FLORIDA 
. TENNESSEE 


LSU 


. AUBURN 

. SOUTH CAROLINA 
. GEORGIA 

. ALABAMA 

. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
. OLE MISS 

. ARKANSAS 

. KENTUCKY 

. VANDERBILT 


SUN BELT 
RANKINGS 
TROY 


. ARKANSAS STATE 
. MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
. FLORIDA INT'L 

. NORTH TEXAS 

. FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
. ULMONROE 

. UL LAFAYETTE 


WAC 
RANKINGS 


. BOISE STATE 
. FRESNO STATE 


IDAHO 
HAWAII 


. LOUISIANA TECH 

. SAN JOSE STATE 

. NEVADA 

. UTAH STATE 

. NEW MEXICO STATE 
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RECRUITING BY CONFERENCE 


. Eric Berry 

. Terrance Toliver 
. Chad Jones 

. Caleb King 

. Ben Martin 

. Deonte Thompson 
. James Wilson 

. Justin Trattou 

. Carlos Dunlap 

. Aaron Hernandez 
. Joseph Barksdale 
. Lorenzo Edwards 
. Cliff Matthews 

. Kodi Burns 

. Major Wright 

. Chris Rainey 

. Chris Donald 

. Lee Ziemba 

. John Brantley 

. Chris Strong 


. Paul Henry 

. Jeremiah Wright 
. Eugene Kinlaw 

. Xavier Stinson 

. Linzsy Harris 

. Stanley Porter 

. AJ. Penson 

. Darian Williams 
. Alvin Jordan Jr. 
. Jamie Hampton 
. Jeffrey Daniels 

. Bryan Mann 

. Curtis Bryant 

. Walter Dozier 

. Jerrel Jernigan 
. Antwan Davis 

. Micah Grimes 

. William Anderson 
. Marquis Rolle 

. Jarvis Givens 


. Kellen Moore 

. Porter Hill 

. Jermaine Thomas 
. Antwon Murray 

. Corey White 

. Devon Wylie 

. Johnny Tivao 

. Phillip Livas 

. Duke thenacho 

. Tarence Calais 

. Titus Young 

. Lampford Mark 

. Austin Pettis 

. Billy Winn 

. Devan Cunningham 
. Hunter White 

. Garett Pendergast 
. Chris Carter 

. Eric Sproal 

. Andre Ferguson 


Fairburn, GA 
Hempstead, TX 
Baton Rouge, LA 
Norcross, GA 
Cincinnati, OH 
Belle Glade, FL 
St. Augustine, FL 
Ramsey, NJ 
North Charleston, SC 
Bristol, CT 
Detroit, MI 
Orlando, FL 
Cheraw, SC 

Fort Smith, AR 
Miramar, FL 
Lakeland, FL 
Huntingdon, TN 
Rogers, AR 
Ocala, FL 
Batesville, MS 


Fort Smith, AR 

Fort Valley, GA 
Homerville, GA 
Miami, FL 
Hollywood, FL 
Rosedale, MS 
Lufkin, TX 

North Lauderdale, FL 
Mesquite, TX 
Cedar Bluff, AL 
Brantley, AL 

Belle Glade, FL 
Miami, FL 
Chattanooga, TN 
Eufaula, AL 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Fort Meade, FL 

St. Louis, MO 
Orlando, FL 

Miami, FL 


Prosser, WA 
Compton, CA 
Duarte, CA 
Lakeland, FL 
Las Vegas, NV 
Roseville, CA 
Paramount, CA 
Houma, LA 
Gardena, CA 
Patterson, LA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Fresno, CA 
Anaheim CA 
Las Vegas, NV 
Rancho Cordora, CA 


Huntington Beach, CA 


Whittier CA 
Fontana, CA 
Yorba Linda, CA 
Redlands, CA 


Tennessee 
LSU 

LSU 
Georgia 
Tennessee 
Florida 
Florida 
Florida 
Florida 
Florida 
LSU 
Florida 
South Carolina 
Auburn 
Florida 
Florida 
Tennessee 
Auburn 
Florida 

Ole Miss 


Arkansas State 
Troy 

Troy 

Florida Atlantic 
Arkansas State 
Arkansas State 
North Texas 

Florida Atlantic 

UL Monroe 

Troy 

Troy 

Florida International 
Florida International 
Middle Tennessee 
Troy 

Middle Tennessee 
Troy 

Arkansas State 
Florida International 
Florida Atlantic 


Boise State 
Fresno State 
Fresno State 

Boise State 

Idaho 

Fresno State 
Boise State 
Louisiana Tech 
San Jose State 
Louisiana Tech 
Boise State 
Nevada 

Boise State 

Boise State 
Fresno State 

Boise State 

Boise State 
Fresno State 
Fresno State 

Idaho 
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TOP 50 
RECRUITING CLASSES 


Sermon Ua Ook lie 


Florida 

USC 

Texas 
Tennessee 
LSU 

Auburn 

South Carolina 
Pittsburgh 
Oregon 


. Michigan 
. Notre Dame 
. California 


Miami 


. Georgia Tech 
. North Carolina 
. Ohio State 

. Georgia 

. Penn State 


Illinois 


. Nebraska 

. Alabama 

. Clemson 

. Oklahoma State 
. Virginia Tech 

. West Virginia 

. Texas A&M 

. Mississippi State 


Rutgers 


. Washington 
. Oklahoma 

. Ole Miss 

. Virginia 

. Florida State 
. Arkansas 

. Colorado 
UGA 

. lowa 

. Arizona State 


Missouri 


. Oregon State 
. Wisconsin 


BYU 


. Stanford 

. Texas Tech 

. South Florida 
. Syracuse 

. Louisville 

. Maryland 

. Arizona 

. Boston College 


“lf YOU Like College Recruiting... 
You'll 


Two magazines plus 
Pre-Signing Date Report! 


e Pre-Season magazine (August) 

e Pre-Signing date report (January) 

e Recruiting Re-Cap magazine (March) 
& Favorite College Report sige oltege 


Subscribed to by thousands of college fans, alumni, sportswriters = 
and college football coaches nationwide! 


Order online before August 1° & 
SAVE 25% with the PrepStar 
magazine and online Season Pass! 


' For Faster Service Call 1-800-600-7518 
Somat or order online at www.prepstar.com 


4 YES, please send me your Recruiting Package and 
My Favorite College Report for only *78.” 


Method of payment [_] Check 
CARD NO. EXP. 
NAME: 

FAVORITE COLLEGE: 

ADDRESS 
CITY 
PHONE # ( ) 


[_} Visa/MC/AMX 


ST: ZIP: 
E-MAIL 
PREPSTAR ° 22647 VENTURA BLVD., #359 * WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91364 


= 
= 
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RECRUITING REPORT 


TOP 100 INCOMING FRESHMEN 
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Player 


. Everson Griffen 
. Joe McKnight 

. Marvin Austin 

. Jimmy Clausen 
. Ryan Mallett 

. Marc Tyler 

. Eric Berry 

. Tray Allen 

. Chris Galippo 

. Terrance Toliver 
. Chad Jones 

. Arrelious Benn 

. Ronald Johnson 
. Curtis Brown 

. Noel Devine 

. Torrey Davis 

. Josh Oglesby 

. Aaron Corp 

19. 
. Anthony Davis 

. Ben Martin 

. Deonte Thompson 
. Kristofer O'Dowd 
. Donovan Warren 

. Eugene Clifford 

. Ryan Miller 

. Tyrod Taylor 

. Martez Wilson 

. J'Courtney Williams 
. Dre Jones 

. John Chiles 

. James Wilson 

. Justin Trattou 

. Carlos Dunlap 

. Aaron Hernandez 
. Joseph Barksdale 
. Marshall Jones 

. John Brown 

. Chris Jacobson 

. Lorenzo Edwards 
. Cliff Matthews 

. Kodi Burns 

. Major Wright 

. DaJohn Harris 

. Chris Rainey 

. Allen Bailey 

. Chris Donald 

. Pat Bostick 

49. 
50. 


Caleb King 


Martin Coleman 
Brian Price 


*Facing eligibility issues 
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Pos. 
DE 
RB 


Ht. 

64° 
60 
6s 
63 
66" 
60" 


511° 


65" 
62" 
65 
63" 
6§'2" 
61" 
6'1" 
5'8" 
64° 
67" 
63" 


511" 


66" 
65" 


511" 


6s 
60 
62° 
68" 
62" 
64 
6'3 
65" 
62" 
65" 
6:4" 
66" 
64" 
66 
60 
61 
63" 
62" 
64" 
62" 
6'1" 
64" 
5'9" 
64" 
6'2" 
63" 
65" 
6s 


Wt. 
265 
180 
295 
207 
235 
215 
195 
310 
235 
180 
222 
210 
190 
175 
170 
285 
320 
185 
205 
350 
230 
186 
290 
175 
190 
310 
185 
230 
218 
295 
197 
305 
250 
240 
235 
315 
185 
285 
285 
221 
234 
195 
204 
270 
156 
255 
220 
220 
285 
270 


Hometown School | 
Avondale, AZ USC | 51 
River Ridge, LA USC | 52. 
Washington, D.C. North Carolina | 53. 
Westlake Village, CA Notre Dame | 54. 
Texarkana, TX Michigan | 55. 
Yorba Linda, CA USC | 56 
Fairburn, GA Tennessee | 57 
Grand Prairie, TX Texas | 58 
Corona, CA USC | 59 
Hempstead, TX LSU | 60 
Baton Rouge, LA LSU | 61 
Washington, D.C. Illinois | 62 
Muskegon, MI USC | 63 
Gilmer, TX Texas | 64 
N. Fort Myers,FL West Virginia | 65 
Seffner, FL Florida | 66. 
Milwaukee, WI Wisconsin | 67 
Villa Park CA USC | 68 
Norcross, GA Georgia | 69 
Piscataway, NJ Rutgers | 70 
Cincinnati, OH Tennessee | 71 
Belle Glade, FL Florida | 72. 
Tucson, AZ USC | 73 
Long Beach, CA Michigan | 74 
Cincinnati, OH Ohio State | 75 
Littleton, CO Colorado | 76 
Hampton, VA Virginia Tech 77 
Chicago, IL Illinois | 78 
Danville VA Virginia | 79 
El Paso, TX Texas | 80 
Dallas, TX Texas | 81 
St. Augustine, FL Florida | 82 
Ramsey, NJ Florida | 83 
North Charleston, SC Florida | 84 
Bristol, CT Florida | 85 
Detroit, Ml LSU | 86 
Agoura Hills, CA USC | 87 
Lakeland, FL Florida | 88 
Pittsburgh, PA Pittsburgh | 89 
Orlando, FL Florida | 90 
Cheraw, SC South Carolina | 91 
Fort Smith, AR Auburn | 92 
Miramar, FL Florida | 93. 
Inglewood CA USC | 94. 
Lakeland, FL Florida | 95. 
Darien, GA Miami | 96. 
Huntingdon, TN Tennessee | 97. 
Lititz, PA Pittsburgh | 98. 
Huntington Beach, CA USC | 99. 
Los Angeles, CA UCLA 


Player 


. Ryan Van Bergen 
. Michael Williams 
. Lee Ziemba 

. John Brantley 

. John Elliott 

. Mike Ragone 

. Ron Brooks 

. Mark Barnes 

. Richetti Jones 

. DeAngelo Benton 
. Austin Box 

. Willy Korn 

. Rob Gronkowski 
. Duval Kamara 

. Robert Elliott 

. Dionte Allen 

. Ahmad Paige 

. Toney Clemons 

. Chris Izbicki 

. Stefoin Francois 
. Jerimy Finch 

. Nick Sukay 

. Robert Hughes 

. Gary Gray 

. Gerald Jones 

. Josh Nesbitt 

. Nate Oliver 

. Greg Little 

. Christian Ballard 
. Lennon Creer 

. Russell Carter 

. Devon Torrence 
. Chris Strong 

. Luther Davis 

. Simi Fili 

. Derrick Stephens 
. Dez Bryant 

. Brandon Saine 

. Manny Abreu 

. D'Angelo McCray 
. Marcus Gilcrist 

. Broderick Green 
. Akeem Ayers 

. Tydreke Powell 

. Jonathan Dwyer 
. John Williams 


Ryan Pugh 
Rashad Mason 
Michael Reardon 


100.Stefen Wisniewski 


DL 
G 


511" 


511° 


61" 
61" 


511" 
5111" 


61" 


64 


63 
61 


5'11" 


6'0° 


511° 


62° 
65" 
65 
6'3" 


Hometown School 
Whitehall, MI Michigan 
Camarillo, CA Michigan 
Rogers, AR Auburn 
Ocala, FL Florida 
East Meadow, NY Boston College 
Cherry Hill, NJ Notre Dame 
Irving, TX LSU 
Columbia, SC South Carolina 
Dallas, TX Oklahoma State 
Bastrop, LA LSU 
Enid, OK Oklahoma 
Lyman, SC Clemson 
Williamsville, NY Arizona 
Hoboken, NJ Notre Dame 
Okolona, MS ___ Mississippi State 
Orchard Lake, MI _—‘ Florida State 
Sterlington, LA Tennessee 
New Kensington, PA = Michigan 
Kirkland, WA Washington 
Reserve, LA LSU 
Indianapolis, IN Florida 
Mount Pleasant, PA Penn State 
Chicago, IL Notre Dame 
Columbia, SC Notre Dame 
Oklahoma City, OK Tennessee 
Greensboro, GA Georgia Tech 
Lakewood, OH Ohio State 
Durham, NC North Carolina 
Lawrence, KS lowa 
Tatum, TX Tennessee 
Houston, TX Texas 
Canton, OH Ohio State 
Batesville, MS Ole Miss 
West Monroe, LA Alabama 
Salt Lake City, UT Oregon 
Houston, TX Texas A&M 
Lufkin, TX Oklahoma State 
Piqua, OH Ohio State 
Union City, NJ Rutgers 
Jacksonville, FL Illinois 
High Point, NC Clemson 
Little Rock, AR USC 
Los Angeles, CA UCLA 
Ahoskie, NC North Carolina 
Marietta, GA Georgia Tech 
Breaux Bridge, LA LSU 
Hoover, AL Auburn 
Nashville, TN North Carolina 
Anaheim, CA USC 
Bridgeville, PA Penn State 


TOP RISING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 


QUARTERBACKS 


QUARTERBACKS QUARTERBACKS 
Darius Banks 61" 180 Culver City,CA Mike Glennon 66" 195 Chantilly, VA Randall Mackey 60° 175 Bastrop, LA 
Jacob Charest 63° 190 Matthews,NC —— Jacory Harris 63" 175 Miami, FL Kyle Parker 61" 180 Jacksonville, FL 
Dayne Christ 6'5° 225  ShermanOaks,CA _ OD.C. Jefferson 66" 225 Winter Haven, FL _— Kale Pick 62° 195 Dodge City, KS 
Riley Dodge 5'11" 180 Southlake, TX — Landry Jones 6'5" 215 Artesia, NM _Terelle Pryor 66° 210 Jeannette, PA 
Seth Doege 62° 200 Wolfforth, TX Conner Kempe 6'4" 215 North Palm Beach,FL © Tommy Reamon 62° 190 Gloucester, VA 
Tommy Dorman 6'3° 205 Haltom City, TX Dominick LeGrande 6'2' 190 Staten Island, NY Justin Tuggle 63" 195 Duluth, GA 
Blaine Gabbert 64° 225 Ballwin, MO — Andrew Luck 6'3' 195 Houston, TX 
RUNNING BACKS OFFENSIVE LINEMEN | LINEBACKERS 
Brandon Barnes 60" 180 Bunn, NC | Mike Adams 67" 300 Dublin,OH | BrandonBeachum 60° 220 Youngstown, OH 
Ryan Bass 5'10" 185 Corona,CA | MichaelBrewster 6'6" 305 Orlando, FL | Nigel Bradham 6'2' 225 Crawfordville, FL 
Jermie Calhoun 6'0" 195 Van, TX | Daniel Campbell 66" 325 Houston, TX | Arthur Brown 6'2° 225 Wichita, KS 
British Footman 5'11" 178 Tallahassee, FL | Stephen Good 614" 290 Paris, TX | RamonBuchanan’ 6'1" 190 Melbourne, FL 
Cyrus Gray 511" 190 Desoto, TX | Matt Hall 68" 320 Dardanelle, AR | Steve Filer 62° 210 Chicago, IL 
Jonas Gray 511" 214 Beverly Hills, CA | A.J. Harmon 65" 328 Louisville, GA | Shayne Hale 64° 220 Monroeville, PA 
Josh Haden 5'8" 190 FortWashington, MD | Josh Jenkins 6'4" 285 Parkersburg, WV | Chris Jordan 6'2' 208 Brentwood, TN 
Jeremy Hills 5111" 185 Houston, TX | Matt Kalil 6'8" 280 Anaheim,CA | Uona Kaveinga 61" 235 Lawndale, CA 
Justin Johnson 61" 205 Gilmer, TX | Senio Kelemete 6'4" 255 Seattle, WA | Duane Maddox 62" 220 Shelby, NC 
Milton Knox 5'9° 200 Van Nuys,CA | Kyle Long 67" 275 Charlottesville, VA | Jon Major 64° (225 Parker, CO 
Alonzo Landry 5'10" 205 Lafayette, LA | Tyler Love 6'7" 270 Mountain Brook,AL | LerenteeMcCray 6'2' 200 Dunnellon, FL 
Sam McGuffie 5'11" 190 Cypress, TX | Matt Meyer 68° 285 Stockton, CA | AnthonyMcDonald 6'3° 220 Sherman Oaks, CA 
Tre Newton 6'0" 195 Southlake, TX | Vinston Painter 6'5° 315 Norfolk, VA Spencer Reeves 6'2' 205 Dallas, TX 
Richard Samuel 6'0" 190 Cartersville, GA | Matt Patchan 6'6° 250 Tampa, FL | Ryan Roberson 6'2' 205 Brenham, TX 
Darrell Scott 611" 205 Ventura,CA | Graham Pocic 67" 300 Lemont, IL | Damian Square 63" 230 Houston, TX 
Sausan Shakerin 6'3" 200 Sandy, UT | Greg Shaw 66" 280 Miami, FL | Bruce Taylor 6'3' 220 Myrtle Beach, SC 
Eric Smith 5'10" 220 Armwood, FL | J.B. Shugarts 67" 302 Klein, TX | Devoe Torrence 6'2' 215 Canton, OH 
Greg Wanamaker 6'1" 195 Cherry Hill, NU | David Snow 614" 295 Gilmer, TX | Andrew Sweat 63" 230 Washington, PA 
Richard Watson 61" 220 Tallahassee, FL | Baker Steinkuhler 6'6" 275 Lincoln, NE | ChristianWilson 6'3'_ 234 += McKees Rocks, PA 
Marselius Williams 6'0" 210 Sacramento, CA | Tyron Smith 6'5" 261 Moreno Valley,CA | Marcus Witherspoon6'2 210 Absecon, NJ 
WIDE RECEIVERS DEFENSIVE ENDS CORNERBACKS 
A.J. Alexander 59° 184 Altoona, PA | E.J.Abrams-Ward 65’ 210 Thomasville, NC | Robert Blanton 61° 170 Matthews, NC 
Jonathan Baldwin 6'6" 200 Aliquippa, PA Chase Clement 6'5" 240 Thibodaux, LA | Brandon Boykin 5'11" 170 Fayetteville, GA 
DeAndre Brown 6'6° 200 Ocean Springs, MS Quinton Coples 6'6° 230 Kinston, NC | Xavier Brewer 5'10" 170 Jacksonville, FL 
Dan Buckner 64° 200 Allen, TX | Alfred Dupree 6'3" 210 Dallas, TX | TJ. Bryant 60" 175 Tallahassee, FL 
Averin Collier 511" 195 Churchville, NY Darius Fleming 63" 230 Chicago,IL | BoubacarCissoko 59° 175 Detroit, MI 
Michael Floyd 63° 200 St. Paul, MN Glen Harbin 6'5° 230 Mobile, AL | Arceto Clark 5'10° 165 Shannon, MS 
J. "4" ille, Dexter Heyman 64" 220 Louisville, KY | Victor Daniels 58° 181 Waycross, GA 
Pole Brven he wan Suinetales 5 Damien Holmes 6'4" 255 Colton,CA | Brock Fitzhenry 5:9") 176 Giddings, TX 
Grarnianstee) ae Chicagor Wes Horton 6'5" 236 Sherman Oaks,CA | Robert Golden 6'0' 185 Fresno, CA 
rae teint se clemoO Ge | Malik Jackson 64" 210 Van Nuys,CA | Brandon Harris 5°11" 165 Miami, FL 
inp a da MU peer Toby Jackson 614" 245 Griffin,GA | Jarred Holley 5°11" 165 Easton, PA 
Julio Jones 64" 212 Foley, AL ‘ " . aay : 
ig ; Jamaar Jarrett 65" 240 San Marcos,CA | Janoris Jenkins 5'11" 180 Pahokee, FL 
I Sd ee te Hes Deen a Datone Jones 64" 240 Compton,CA | Patrick Johnson 60° 190 Pompano Beach, FL 
Jamecl(OWwene 6'2" 200 Muskogee ‘OK Brandon Lewis 6'3' 260 PleasantGrove,AL | DJ. Monroe 59° 165 Angleton, TX 
D.J. Shoemate 61" 205 Anahalnt ca | Nathan Lewis 6'4" 250 Hahnville, LA | Rahim Moore 6'2' 190 Los Angeles, CA 
Zr (pe es Robert Quinn 6'4" 255 North Charleston,SC | Junior Okpara 61" 180 Sugar Land, TX 
Jacob Stonebumer 8:5 e215 Dublin, Ob Everette Thompson 6'4" 240 Burien, WA | Terrance Parks 61° 200 Fairburn, GA 
Kenny Tate 64" 195 Hyattsville, MD ian ‘ ; ‘oe Soar 
te is ‘9 . Andre Wadley 64" 255 Hernando, MS | Kevin Whaley 5'9° 170 Virginia Beach, VA 
peclolhier a 4 5 Bays a Cornelius Washington6'4" 224 Waynesboro,GA | Charles Whitlock  5'11" 180 Chester, SC 
Brandon Smith 62" 200 NewB eH newicke NU R.J. Washington 6'4" 235 Keller, TX | Aaron Williams 60° 170 Austin, TX 
TIGHT ENDS DEFENSIVE TACKLES SAFETIES 
Lge . Lavunce Askew 6'3" 265 Camden, AR | Spencer Adams 6'2' 185 Matthews, NC 
aes ed ir oy delice A Steven Barnett 6'2" 265 Indianapolis, IN | Darius Barksdale 6'1° 188 Batesville, MS 
U nd a Bal eagles 6°" 245 Birmin ant AL Daquan Bowers 6'5" 270 Bamberg,SC | Nolan Brewster 61" 190 Denver, CO 
Matt B : Y erat 240 St fin ton LA | Sean Cwynar 6'3" 284 Woodstock, IL | LaRon Byrd 61" 178 Boutte, LA 
Ban Caton ai 310 cinnee 1s | Roderick Davis 613" 295 Houston, TX | KeanonCooper 6'0°_ 195 Dallas, TX 
NreDiilo. 6'5" 225 Ma ‘hon OH Adren Dorsey 64" 280 Tyler, TX | Matt Daniels 61" 195 Fayetteville, GA 
i pal Reggie Ellis 6'3" 270 Washington D.C. | Dee Finley 63° 198 Auburn, AL 
Aaron Douglas 66 230 Marwille, TN | Marty Everett 6'4" 288 Bushnell, FL | KarnellHatcher  6'1" 185 Delray B 
ne ; y Beach, FL 
ics ewan 63 a ee Marcus Fortson 62" 290 Miami, FL | Will Hill 63 195 Jersey City, NJ 
SE Re ahere or om Sea | Tony Gillespie 61’ 298 Jenks, OK | ChrisJackson  6'1" 190 McDonough, GA 
i ne 4 | Garrett Goebel 65" 270 Lombard, IL | Rotell Jenkins 62° 180 Richmond, VA 
ee - io grad dod Templeton Hardy  6'4" 280 Sardis, MS | Dan McCarthy 6'2" 190 Loe oF 
, ome ‘ Omar Hunter 61" 295 Buford,GA | Antwon Moutra 6'3' 190 Culver City, CA 
Dion Jordan 66 210 Chandler, AZ | Ethan Johnson  6'4" 260 Portland, OR | Robert Sands 64° 200 Miami, FL 
Jarel Lowery 64" 280 Paterson,NJ | SolomonKoehler 6'2" 315 Kaneohe, HI | DarrellSimmons 6'2' 201 College Park, GA 
Kavario Middleton 6'6" 245 Lakewood, WA | stacey McGee 6'3" 270 Muskogee, OK | Maurice Simmons 6'2' 205 Compton, CA 
Brandon Moore = 6'6" 220 Trotwood, OH | Luke Nix 6'5" 280 Clairton,PA | BrianSommer 611" 170 Alcoa, TN 
Kyle Rudolph 67" 235 Cincinnati,OH | Kheeston Randall 6'4" 270 Beaumont, TX | Kye Staley 6'0' 200 Guthrie, OK 
Ryan Wallace 6'6' 230 Bowling Green, KY | Joe! Ross 6'2' 300 Houma, LA | Eddie Whitley 60° 185 Matthews, NC 
Mark Wedderburn 65° 235 Springfield, PA | Deangelo Tyson 6'2" 275 Statesboro,GA | E.J. Woods 61° 205 Encino, CA 
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ACC MIAMI (7-6) BIG EAST 

Coral Gables, FL 
BOSTON COLLEGE (10-3) S.1 Marshall CINCINNATI (8-5) 
Chestnut Hill, MA §.8 at Oklahoma Cincinnati, OH 
S.1 Wake Forest $.15 Florida International A.30 SE Missouri State 
S.8 NC State $.20 Texas A&M $.6 Oregon State 
$.15 at Georgia Tech $.29 Duke $.15 at Miami (OH) 
$.22 Army 0.6 at North Carolina $.22 Marshall 
$.29 Massachusetts 0.13 Georgia Tech $.29 at San Diego State 
0.6 Bowling Green 0.20 at Florida State 0.6 at Rutgers 
0.13 at Notre Dame N.3 NC State 0.13 Louisville 
0.25 at Virginia Tech N.10 Virginia 0.20 at Pittsburgh 
N.3 Florida State N.17 at Virginia Tech N.3 at South Florida 
N.10 at peal N. 24 at Boston College AH) 4 Rope 
N.17 at Clemson I lest Virginia 
N.24 Miami eal aaa (3-9) N.24 at Syracuse 
CLEMSON (8-5) $.1 James Madison CONNECTICUT (4-8) 
Clemson, SC §.8 at East Carolina Storrs, CT 
$.3 Florida State $.15 Virginia $.1 at Duke 
$.8 UL Monroe $.22 at South Florida $.8 Maine 
$.15 Furman $.29 at Virginia Tech $.15 Temple 
$.22 at NC State 0.6 Miami §.22 at Pittsburgh 
§.29 at Georgia Tech 0.13 South Carolina $.29 Akron 
0.6 Virginia Tech 0.27 at Wake Forest 0.13 at Virginia 
0.20 Central Michigan N.3 Maryland 0.20 Louisville 
0.27 at Maryland N.10 at NC State 0.27 South Florida 
N.3  atDuke N.17 at Georgia Tech N.3 Rutgers 
N.10 Wake a N.24 Duke N. 10 : Cincinnati 
N.17 Boston College N.17 Syracuse 
N. 24 at South Carolina bana: (3-8) N.24 at West Virginia 
DUKE (0-12) S.1 UCF LOUISVILLE (12-1) 
Durham, NC $.8 at Boston College Louisville, KY 
S.1 Connecticut S.15 Wofford A.30 Murray State 
$.8 at Virginia $.22 Clemson $.6 Middle Tennessee 
$.15 at Northwestern $.29 Louisville $.15 at Kentucky 
$.22 at Navy 0.6 at Florida State $.22 Syracuse 
$.29 at Miami 0.20 at East Carolina $. 29 at NC State 
0.6 Wake Forest 0.27 Virginia 0.5 Utah 
0.13 Virginia Tech N.3 at Miami 0.13 at Cincinnati 
0.27 atFlorida State N.10 North Carolina 0.20 at Connecticut 
N.3 Clemson N.17 at Wake Forest 0.27 Pittsburgh 
‘ 10 Sate ia. N.24 Maryland Y : at a Virgie 

17 at Notre Dame . 17 at South Florida 
N.24 at North Carolina TE N.29 Rutgers 
FLORIDA STATE (7-6) S.1 at Wyoming PITTSBURGH (6-6) 
Tallahassee, FL $.8 Duke Pittsburgh, PA 
$.3 at Clemson $.15 at North Carolina S.1 Eastern Michigan 
$.8 UAB $.22 Georgia Tech S.8 Grambling 
$.15 at Colorado $.29 Pittsburgh $.15 at Michigan State 
$.29  #Alabama 0.6 at Middle Tennessee $.22 Connecticut 
0.6 NC State 0.13 Connecticut $.29 at Virginia 
0.11 at Wake Forest 0.20 at Maryland 0.13 Navy 
0.20 Miami 0.27 at NC State 0.20 Cincinnati 
0.27 Duke N.3 Wake Forest 0.27 at Louisville 
N.3 at Boston College N.10 at Miami N.3 Syracuse 
é « - via Tech N. 24 Virginia Tech ft Ih x Raners. 

1 arylan if jouth Florida 
N.24 at Florida Hye neatt an D.1 at West Virginia 
seecrounyttaitt S.1 East Carolina RUTGERS (11-2) 
GEORGIA TECH (9-5) $.8 at LSU New Brunswick, NJ 
Atlanta, GA $.15 Ohio A.30 Buffalo 
S.1 at Notre Dame $.22 William & Mary $.7. Navy 
S.8 Samford $.23 North Carolina $.15 Norfolk State 
S.15 Boston College 0.6 atClemson $.29 Maryland 
S.22 at Virginia 0.13 at Duke 0.6 Cincinnati 
S.29 Clemson 0.25 Boston College 0.13 at Syracuse 
0.6 atMaryland N.1 at Georgia Tech 0.18 South Florida 
0.13 at Miami N.10 Florida State 0.27 West Virginia 
0.20 Army N17) Miami N.3 at Connecticut 
N.1 Virginia Tech N. 24 at Virginia N.9 Army i 
N.10 at Duke N.17 Pittsburg! 

N.17 North Carolina WARE SORES Rts) N.29 at Louisville 
N.24 Georgia 7 

S.1 at Boston College SOUTH FLORIDA (9-4) 
MARYLAND (9-4) $.8 Nebraska Tampa, FL 
College Park, MD $.15 Army S.1 Elon 
S.1 Villanova $.22 Maryland $.8 at Auburn 
$.8 at Florida International 0.6 atDuke §.22 North Carolina 
$.13 West Virginia 0.11 Florida State $.29 West Virginia 
§.22 at Wake Forest 0.20 atNa 0.6 at Florida Atlantic 
§.29 at Rutgers 0.27 North Carolina 0.13 UCF 
0.6 Georgia Tech N.3 at Virginia 0.18 at Rutgers 
0.20 Virginia N.10 at Clemson 0.27 at Connecticut 
0.27 Clemson N.17 NC State N.3 Cincinnati 
N.3 at North Carolina N.24 at Vanderbilt N.10 at Syracuse 
N.10 Boston College N.17 Louisville 
N.17 at Florida State N.24 at Pittsburgh 
N.24 at NC State 


SYRACUSE (4-8) 


31 
$.8 
$.15 


Zzz999%% 


N.24 


Syracuse, NY 
A. 


Washington 
at lowa 
Illinois 

at Louisville 
at Miami (OH) 
West Virginia 
Rutgers 
Buffalo 

at Pittsburgh 
South Florida 
at Connecticut 
Cincinnati 


WEST VIRGINIA (11-2) 
Morgantown, WV 


a] 


2n2n 
NNR oC 
Bia 


S22zZz9999% 
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Western Michigan 
at Marshall 

at Maryland 
East Carolina 

at South Florida 
at Syracuse 
Mississippi State 
at Rutgers 
Louisville 

at Cincinnati 
Connecticut 
Pittsburgh 


BIG TEN 


ILLINOIS (2-10) 


ZZZOOOCOVLUYN 
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Champaign, IL 


#Missouri 
Western Illinois 
at Syracuse 
at Indiana 
Penn State 
Wisconsin 

at lowa 
Michigan 
Ball State 

at Minnesota 
at Ohio State 
Northwestern 


#St. Louis, MO 


INDIANA (5-7) 
Bloomington, IN 


a] 
$.8 
S$. 15 
$. 22 


n 
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oe 


222°9999¢8 
Seess 


Indiana State 

at Western Michigan 
Akron 

Illinois 

at lowa 
Minnesota 

at Michigan State 
Penn State 

at Wisconsin 

Ball State 

at Northwestern 
Purdue 


IOWA (6-7) 
lowa City, IA 


$.1 


” 


ZZz099999%% 
SeNBSO BRA 


N.17 


#Northern Illinois 
Syracuse 

at lowa State 

at Wisconsin 
Indiana 

at Penn State 
Illinois 

at Purdue 
Michigan State 
at Northwestern 
Minnesota 
Western Michigan 


4Chicago, IL 


MICHIGAN (11-2) 
Ann Arbor, Mi 


$.1 


2 
SS°RRSP RRA 


ZZZOOOONNN 
ISS 


Appalachian State 
Oregon 

Notre Dame 
Penn State 

at Northwestern 
Eastern Michigan 
Purdue 

at Illinois 
Minnesota 

at Michigan State 
at Wisconsin 
Ohio State 


MICHIGAN STATE (4-8) 
East Lansing, Ml 

S.1 UAB 

$.8 Bowling Green 
$.15 Pittsburgh 
$.22 at Notre Dame 
at Wisconsin 
Northwestern 
Indiana 

at Ohio State 
at lowa 
Michigan 

at Purdue 
N.17. Penn State 


MINNESOTA (6-7) 
Minneapolis, MN 

S.1 Bowling Green 
$.8 Miami (OH) 
$.15  #Florida Atlantic 
$.22 Purdue 

$.29 Ohio State 

6 at Indiana 

13 at Northwestern 
20 North Dakota State 
27 
3 
10 


n 
nm 
oe 


zz0009: 
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at Michigan 
Illinois 

at lowa 
N.17 Wisconsin 
#Miami, FL 


NORTHWESTERN (4-8) 
Evanston, IL 

S.1 Northeastern 

$.8 Nevada 

$.15 Duke 

S. 22 at Ohio State 

§.29 Michigan 

6 at Michigan State 
13 Minnesota 

0 #Eastern Michigan 
7 at Purdue 
0 


220009: 


lowa 
Indiana 
N.17 at Illinois 
#Detroit, MI 


OHIO STATE (12-1) 
Columbus, OH 

. 1 Youngstown State 
Akron 
at Washington 
Northwestern 
at Minnesota 
at Purdue 
Kent State 
Michigan State 
at Penn State 
Wisconsin 
Illinois 
at Michigan 


PENN STATE (9-4) 
University Park, PA 

$.1 Florida International 
S.8 Notre Dame 

S.15 Buffalo 

$.22 at Michigan 

S. 29 atillinois 

0.6 lowa 
0.13 Wisconsin 
0.20 at Indiana 
0.27 Ohio State 
N 
N. 10 
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Purdue 
; at Temple 
N.17 at Michigan State 


PURDUE (8-6) 

West Lafayette, IN 

S.1 at Toledo 
Eastern Illinois 
Central Michigan 
at Minnesota 
Notre Dame 
Ohio State 

at Michigan 
lowa 
Northwestern 
at Penn State 
Michigan State 
at Indiana 


ZZZOOOONNYH 
Sse 8ar°SRaer 


2007 COLLEGE 
FOOTBALL SCHEDULES 


WISCONSIN (12-1) 
Madison, WI 
Washington State 
at UNLV 

The Citadel 
lowa 

Michigan State 
at Illinois 

at Penn State 
Northern Illinois 
Indiana 

at Ohio State 
Michigan 

at Minnesota 


ONRsPRBRAe- 


ZZZOOCOCOVHYHNH 
~o sow 


BIG 12 


BAYLOR (4-8) 


$.8 Rice 

$.15 Texas State 
$.22 at Buffalo 
29 at Texas A&M 
6 Colorado 

13 at Kansas 

20 Texas 

27 at Kansas State 
3 Texas Tech 

10 at Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State 


COLORADO (2-10) 
Boulder, CO 

Colorado State 
at Arizona State 
Florida State 
Miami (OH) 
Oklahoma 

at Baylor 

at Kansas State 
Kansas 

at Texas Tech 
Missouri 

at lowa State 
N. 23 Nebraska 
#Denver, CO 


IOWA STATE (4-8) 

Ames, lA 

A.30 Kent State 

$.8 Northern lowa 

$.15 lowa 

S$. 22 at Toledo 

9 at Nebraska 
at Texas Tech 

3 Texas 

0 Oklahoma 

7 at Missouri 

3 Kansas State 

N.10 Colorado 

N.17 at Kansas 


KANSAS (6-6) 
Lawrence, KS 
S.1 Central Michigan 


=zo°e°°o2" 


= 
a] 


2 


ZZOOSOVHYH 
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$.8 SE Louisiana 
$.15 Toledo 

§.22 Florida International 
0.6 at Kansas State 
0.13 Baylor 

0.20 at Colorado 

0.27 at Texas A&M 
N.3 Nebraska 

N.10 at Oklahoma State 
N.17 lowa State 

N. 24 #Missouri 
#Kansas City, MO 
KANSAS STATE (7-6) 
Manhattan, KS 

S at Auburn 


a} 
$.8 San Jose State 
S.15 Missouri State 
S$. 29 at Texas 


0.6 Kansas 

0.13 Colorado 

0.20 at Oklahoma State 
0.27 Baylor 

N.3  atlowa State 
N.10 at Nebraska 

N.17 Missouri 

N.24 at Fresno State 
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MISSOURI (8-5) 
Columbia, MO 

S.1  4lllinois 

at Ole Miss 
Western Michigan 
Illinois State 
Nebraska 

at Oklahoma 
Texas Tech 
lowa State 

at Colorado 
Texas A&M 

at Kansas State 
N.24 %Kansas 

#St. Louis, MO 
%Kansas City, MO 


NEBRASKA (9-5) 

Lincoln, NE 
1 Nevada 

at Wake Forest 

USC 
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Ball State 

lowa State 

at Missouri 
Oklahoma State 
Texas A&M 

at Texas 

at Kansas 
Kansas State 
at Colorado 


OKLAHOMA (11-3) 
elie OK 


= 
8 


t North Texas 
$.8 Miami 
$.15 Utah State 
S.21 at Tulsa 
$.29 at Colorado 
0.6 #Texas 
0.13 Missouri 
0.20 atlowa State 
0.27 Oklahoma State 
N.3 Texas A&M 
N.10 Baylor 
N.17 at Texas Tech 
#Dallas, TX 
OKLAHOMA STATE (7-6) 
Stillwater, OK 
$.1 at Georgia 
$.8 Florida Atlantic 
$.14 at Troy 


$.22 Texas Tech 
$.29 Sam Houston State 
6 at Texas A&M 
13 at Nebraska 
20 Kansas State 
27 at Oklahoma 
3 Texas 
10 Kansas 
N.17 at Baylor 


TEXAS (10-3) 
Austin, TX 

. 1 Arkansas State 
TC 


ann 
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a 
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cc 
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Kansas State 
#0klahoma 

at lowa State 

at Baylor 
Nebraska 

at Oklahoma State 
Texas Tech 

I at Texas A&M 
#Dallas, TX 


TEXAS A&M (9-4) 
College Station, TX 
5 Montana State 


ZzzOO99NNN 
RSeNssersy 


Fresno State 
UL Monroe 
at Miami 
Baylor 
Oklahoma State 
at Texas Tech 
at Nebraska 
Kansas 

at Oklahoma 
at Missouri 
Texas 


TEXAS TECH (8-5) 

Lubbock, TX 
3 atSMU 

UTEP 

at Rice 

at Oklahoma State 

Northwestern State 

lowa State 

Texas A&M 

at Missouri 

Colorado 

at Baylor 

at Texas 

Oklahoma 
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—w 


ZZzzOCSoONNIDDA 
BoNRBORERe— 


= 
nN 
oe 


ZZzzOO99NNUUNN 
Sah SserReReae 
Se-Ssecskn 


C-USA 

EAST CAROLINA (7-6) 
Greenville, NC 

at Virginia Tech 
North Carolina 
Southern Miss 
at West Virginia 
at Houston 

UCF 

at UTEP 

NC State 

UAB 


eNsarspar- 


ZzZ0999NNUUNH 
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at Memphis 
at Marshall 
Tulane 


HOUSTON (10-4) 
Houston, TX 

at Oregon 
15 at Tulane 

22 Colorado State 
29 East Carolina 
6 at Alabama 
13 
20 
2 


ZZzZz99999NNN 


Marshall 
N.24 Texas Southern 


MARSHALL (5-7) 
Huntington, WV 

1 at Miami 
West Virginia 
New Hampshire 
at Cincinnati 
at Memphis 
at Tulsa 
Southern Miss 
Rice 
at UCF 
East Carolina 
at Houston 


Zzzz909S99NNNN 
SSoRNs eae 
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MEMPHIS (2-10) 
Memphis, TN 
- 1 Ole Miss 
at Arkansas State 
Nicholls State 
at UCF 
Marshall 
Middle Tennessee 
at Rice 
at Tulane 
East Carolina 
at ree Miss 


SMU 


RICE (7-6) 
Houston, TX 

.1 Nicholls State 
at Baylor 
Texas Tech 
at Texas 
at Southern Miss 
at Houston 
Memphis 
at Marshall 
UTI 
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! Texas Tech 
S.8 North Texas 
15 at Arkansas State 
22 at TC! 
23° ~UTEP 
13 at Southern Miss 
20 Tulane 
27 at Tulsa 
4 at Houston 
10 Rice 
17 ~(UCF 
at Memphis 


SOUTHERN MISS (9-5) 
Hattiesburg, MS 

S. Tennessee-Martin 
S.8 at Tennessee 
$.15 at East Carolina 

at Boise State 

Rice 


Zz2z2zZz009NNN 


2 
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Brose 


SMU 
at Marshall 
UCF 
3 atUAB 
10 Memphis 
17 at UTEP 
24 Arkansas State 


22229999 


TULANE (4-8) 

New Orleans, LA 

$.8 Mississippi State 

$.15 Houston 

S$. 22 SE Louisiana 
LSU 


0.6 atArmy 

0.13 atUAB 

0.20 atSMU 

0.27 Memphis 

N.3 Tulsa 

N.10 UTEP 

N.17 at Rice 

N.24 at East Carolina 


TULSA (8-5) 


Tulsa, OK 
30 at UL Monroe 
BYU 
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at Army 
at Rice 


UAB (3-9) 

Birmingham, AL 

at Michigan State 
at Florida State 
Alcorn State 

at Tulsa 

at Mississippi State 
Tulane 

Houston 

at East Carolina 
Southern Miss 
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at Memphis 
N. 24 at Marshall 


* at NC State 
$.15 Texas 
$.22 Memphis 
29 UL Lafayette 
6 at East Carolina 
13. at USF 
20 Tulsa 
28 at Southern Miss 


S.1 New Mexico 

at Texas Tech 
at New Mexico State 
Texas Southern 
at SMU 

Tulsa 

East Carolina 
Houston 

at Rice 

at Tulane 
Southern Miss 
at UCF 


ZZzzOOON UNH 
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MAC 


AKRON (5-7) 

Akron, OH 

#Army 

at Ohio State 

at Indiana 

Kent State 

at Connecticut 

at Western Michigan 

Temple 

at Buffalo 

at Bowling Green 
hio 


at Miami (OH) 
.23 Central Michigan 
#Cleveland, OH 


BALL STATE (5-7) 
Muncie, IN 
30 Miami (OH) 

at Eastern Michigan 
at Navy 
at Nebraska 

uffalo 
Central Michigan 
Western Kentucky 
at Western Michigan 
at Illinois 
at Indiana 
Toledo 
at Northern Illinois 


on com 
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BOWLING GREEN (4-8) 
Bowling Green, OH 

1 at Minnesota 
at Michigan State 
22 Temple 
29 Western Kentucky 
a at Boston College 
1 
20 
2 


yn 
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at Miami (OH) 
at Kent State 
7 Ohio 
2 Akron 
9 at Eastern Michigan 
17 at Buffalo 


ZZZzZzO0999NN 


23 Toledo 
Pallas (2-10) 


uffalo, NY 
A.30 at Rutgers 
8 atTemple 
15 at Penn State 
22 Baylor 
29 at Ball State 
6 Ohio 
Toledo 
20 at Syracuse 
27° Akron 
3. at Miami (OH) 
17 Bowling Green 
at Kent State 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN (10-4) 
Mt. Pleasant, Ml 

at Kansas 

Toledo 

at Purdue 

North Dakota State 
Northern Illinois 

at Ball State 

Army 

at Clemson 

at Kent State 

at Western Michigan 
Eastern Michigan 
.23 at Akron 


EASTERN CHEN (1-11) 


Ypsilanti, M 
S.1 


S.8 Ball State 
at Northern Illinois 
Howard 
at Vanderbilt 
at Michigan 
at Ohio 
#Northwestern 
Western Michigan 
at Toledo 
Bowling Green 

£ at Central Michigan 
#Detroit, MI 


KENT STATE (6-6) 
Kent, OH 

A.30 at lowa State 
S.8 at Kentucky 
15 Delaware State 
22 at Akron 
29 at Ohio 

6 Miami (OH) 
13 at Ohio State 
20 
27 
10 
7 
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Bowling Green 
Central Michigan 
at Northern Illinois 
at Temple 

N.24 Buffalo 


MIAMI (OHIO) (2-10) 
Oxford, OH 
30 at Ball State 


8 at Minnesota 
15 Cincinnati 


ZZz9999Nu 


22 atColorado 

29 Syracuse 

6 at Kent State 
13 Bowling Green 
20 at Temple 

27 at Vanderbilt 

3 Buffalo 

14 Akron 

N. 24 at Ohio 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS (7-6) 
Dekalb, IL 
. #lowa 
Southern Illinois 
15 Eastern Michigan 
22. atidaho 
29 at Central Michigan 
6 atTemple 

13° Western Michigan 
20 at Wisconsin 
27 
10 
7 
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at Toledo 
Kent State 
r at Navy 
N. 24 Ball State 
#Chicago, IL 


ZZ99999Nu 


$.8 at UL Lafayette 

at Virginia Tech 
ming 

Kent State 

at Buffalo 

Eastern Michigan 

at Toledo 

at Bowling Green 

Temple 

at Akron 

Miami (0H) 


TEMPLE (1-11) 
Philadelphia, PA 

31 Navy 
Buffalo 
at Connecticut 
at Bowling Green 
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at Army 
Northern Illinois 


Penn State 
Kent State 
at Western Michigan 


TOLEDO (5-7) 

Toledo, OH 

S.1 Purdue 

at Central Michigan 
at Kansas 

lowa State 
Western Michigan 
Libe! 


22 
BS 


at Buffalo 

Ohio 

Northern Illinois 
Eastern Michigan 
at Ball State 

at Bowling Green 


WESTERN MICHIGAN (8-5) 
Kalamazoo, MI 

at West Virginia 
Indiana 

at Missouri 

Central Conn. State 
at Toledo 

Akron 

at Northern Illinois 
Ball State 

at Eastern Michigan 
Central Michigan 

at lowa 

Temple 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


AIR FORCE (4-8) 
Colorado Springs, CO 

.1 South Carolina State 
$.8 at Utah 


ZzZzO9999NNN 
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0.6 

0.13 at Colorado State 
0.20 Wyoming 

0.25 at New Mexico 
N.3 Army 

N.10 at Notre Dame 
N.17 San Diego State 


BYU (11-2) 

Provo, UT 

$.1 Arizona 

at UCLA 

at Tulsa 

Air Force 

at New Mexico 

at UNLV 

Eastern Washington 
at San Diego State 
Colorado State 
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at Wyoming 
Utah 


COLORADO STATE (4-8) 

Fort Collins, CO 
#Colorado 

California 

at Houston 

at TCU 

San Diego State 

Air Force 

at UNLV 

Utah 

at BYU 

at New Mexico 

Georgia Southern 

N. 23 ‘oming 

#Denver, CO 
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NEW MEXICO (6-7) 

Albuquerque, NM 

S.1 at UTEP 

$.8 New Mexico State 

$.15 at Arizona 

$.22 Sacramento State 
BYU 


0.13 at Wyoming 

0.20 at San Diego State 
25 Air Force 

3 at TCU 

N.10 Colorado State 
N.17) at Utah 

N.24 UNLV 


SAN DIEGO STATE (3-9) 
San Diego, CA 

$.8 #Washington State 
at Arizona State 
Portland State 
Cincinnati 

at Colorado State 

at Utah 

New Mexico 

BYU 


a 


Wyoming 
.10 at UNLV 

} at Air Force 
N.24 TCU 
#Seattle, WA 


TCU (11-2) 
Fort Worth, TX 
S.1 Baylor 
S.8 at Texas 
at Air Force 
SMU 


ZzS9999NN 
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at Wyoming 
at Stanford 
Utah 
3 New Mexico 
8 atBYU 
17 UNLV 
N. 24 at San Diego State 


UNLV (2-10) 
Las Vegas, NV 
A.30 at Utah State 
$.8 Wisconsin 
$.15 Hawaii 
$.22 Utah 
$.29 at Nevada 
6 at Air Force 


13 
22 
a Colorado State 
13 
18 


20 Colorado State 
0.27 at Wyoming 
N.10 San Diego State 
N.17 at TCU 
N.24 at New Mexico 
UTAH (8-5) 

Salt Lake City, UT 
at Oregon State 
Air Force 


Ow 
as 


at UNLV 

Utah State 

at Louisville 

San Diego State 
at TCU 

at Colorado State 
Wyoming 

New Mexico 

at BYU 


BR 
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WYOMING (6-6) 
Laramie, WY 

S.1 Virginia 

Utah State 

at Boise State 

at Ohio 

TCU 

New Mexico 

at Air Force 
UNLV 

at San Diego State 
at Utah 

BYU 

at Colorado State 


PAC-10 


ARIZONA (6-6) 
Tucson, AZ 

S.1 at BYU 

Northern Arizona 
New Mexico 

at California 
Washington State 
at Oregon State 
at USC 

Stanford 

at Washington 
UCLA 


ZZZzZ99999NH 
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Oregon 
at Arizona State 
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NEVADA (8-5) 


ARIZONA STATE (7-6) 
Tempe, AZ 
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San Jose State 
Colorado 

San Diego State 
Oregon State 

at Stanford 

at Washington State 
Washington 
California 

at Oregon 

at UCLA 

USC 


Arizona 


CALIFORNIA (10-3) 


Berkeley, CA 
1 


Tennessee 

at Colorado State 
Louisiana Tech 
Arizona 

at Oregon 
Oregon State 

at UCLA 

at Arizona State 
Washington State 
USC 


at Washington 
at Stanfor 


OREGON (7-6) 
Eugene, OR 


$.1 
$.8 
S. 15 


an 
88 
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Houston 

at Michigan 
Fresno State 

at Stanford 
California 
Washington State 
at Washington 
USC 

Arizona State 

at Arizona 


at UCLA 
Oregon State 


OREGON STATE (10-4) 
Corvallis, OR 
A.30 


Utah 

at Cincinnati 
Idaho State 

at Arizona State 
UCLA 


Arizona 

at California 
Stanford 

at USC 

Washington 

at Washington State 
at Oregon 


STANFORD (1-11) 


1 
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CLA (7-6) 
Angeles, CA 


Stanford, CA 
S UCLA 


San Jose State 
Oregon 

Arizona State 
at USC 

Tcu 

at Arizona 

at Oregon State 
Washington 

at Washington State 
Notre Dame 
California 


at Stanford 
BYU 


at Utah 

Washington 

at Oregon State 
Notre Dame 
California 

at Washington State 
at Arizona 

Arizona State 
Oregon 

at USC 


USC (11-2) 


Ee Angeles, CA 


Idaho 

at Nebraska 
Washington State 
at Washington 
Stanford 
Arizona 

at Notre Dame 
at Oregon 
Oregon State 

at California 

at Arizona State 
UCLA 


WASHINGTON (5-7) 
Seattle, WA 

A.31 at Syracuse 
$.8 Boise State 

. Ohio State 

$.22 at UCLA 


USC 
3 at Arizona State 
20 Oregon 
7 Arizona 

at Stanford 
0 at Oregon State 
17 California 
24 Washington State 
D.1 at Hawaii 


WASHINGTON STATE (6-6) 
Pullman, WA 
1 at Wisconsin 
#San Diego State 
Idaho 
at USC 
at Arizona 
Arizona State 
at Oregon 
UCLA 
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at California 
, Stanford 

M Oregon State 
N. 24 at Washington 
#Seattle, WA 


SEC 


ALABAMA (6-7) 
Tuscaloosa, AL 

Western Carolina 
at Vanderbilt 

5 Arkansas 

2 Georgia 

9 #Florida State 
3 

0 
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Houston 

at Ole Miss 
Tennessee 
LSU 


ZZZOSOONVNGN 


3 
10 at Mississippi State 
17 Monroe 
N,24 at Auburn 
#Jacksonville, FL 


ARKANSAS (10-4) 

Fayetteville, AR 

S.1 Troy 

$.15 at Alabama 

$.22 Kentucky 

29 North Texas 

6 #Chattanooga 

13° Auburn 

20 at Ole Miss 

27 Florida International 

3 South Carolina 

10 at Tennessee 

17 #Mississippi State 
at LSU 


Z2Z2zz99909% 


aLittle Rock, AR 


AUBURN (11-2) 
Auburn, AL 

S.1 Kansas State 
$.8 South Florida 
Mississippi State 
New Mexico State 
at Florida 

6 Vanderbilt 

13 at Arkansas 
20 at LSU 

27° ‘Ole Miss 

3 Tennessee Tech 
10 at Georgia 
Alabama 


FLORIDA (13-1) 
Gainesville, FL 

. 1 Western Kentucky 
$.8 Troy 
$.15 Tennessee 
at Ole Miss 
Auburn 
at LSU 
at Kentucky 
7 #Georgia 
Vanderbilt 
at South Carolina 
Florida Atlantic 
Florida State 
cksonville, FL 
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GEORGIA (9-4) 
Athens, GA 


zecoers 
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N. 24 


Oklahoma State 
South Carolina 
Western Carolina 
at Alabama 

Ole Miss 

at Tennessee 
at Vanderbilt 
#Florida 

Troy 

Auburn 
Kentucky 

at Georgia Tech 


#Jacksonville, FL 
KENTUCKY (8-5) 


Lexingt 
1 


ion, KY 

Eastern Kentucky 
Kent State 
Louisville 

at Arkansas 
Florida Atlantic 
at ta Carolina 


LS! 

Florida 
Mississippi State 
at Vanderbilt 

at Georgia 
Tennessee 


LSU (11-2) 
Baton Rouge, LA 
A.30 at Mississippi State 


$.8 
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SHOOlM vs 
S°RS°RN 


== 
n= 
on 


MISSISSIPPI STATE (3-9) 


Virginia Tech 
Middle Tennessee 
South Carolina 
at Tulane 
Florida 

at Kentucky 
Auburn 

at Alabama 
Louisiana Tech 
at Ole Miss 
Arkansas 


Starkville, MS 


$.29 


ZZz0909090 


ml 
N, 23 


30 LSU 


at Tulane 

at Auburn 
Jacksonville State 
at South Carolina 
UAB 


Tennessee 

at West Virginia 
at Kentucky 
Alabama 

#at Arkansas 
Ole Miss 


ALittle Rock, AR 
OLE MISS (4-8) 


Oxford, 
$.1 
$.8 
$.15 
$, 22 
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MS 

at Memphis 
Missouri 

at Vanderbilt 
Florida 

at Georgia 
Louisiana Tech 
Alabama 
Arkansas 

at Auburn 
Northwestern State 
LSU 


at Mississippi State 


SOUTH CAROLINA (8-5) 
Columbia, SC. 
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South Carolina State 
at LS! 

Mississippi State 
Kentucky 

at North Carolina 
Vanderbilt 

at Tennessee 

at Arkansas 

Florida 

Clemson 


TENNESSEE (9-4) 
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pal TN 


at California 
Southern Miss 
at Florida 
Arkansas State 
Georgia 

at Mississippi State 
at Alabama 
South Carolina 
UL Lafayette 
Arkansas 
Vanderbilt 

at Kentucky 


VANDERBILT (4-8) 
Nashville, TN 


$.1 
$.8 
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SUNBELT 


Richmond 
Alabama 

Ole Miss 
Eastern Michigan 
at Auburn 
Georgia 

at South Carolina 
Miami (OH) 

at Florida 
Kentucky 

at Tennessee 
Wake Forest 


ARKANSAS STATE (6-6) 
Jonesboro, AR 
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at Texas 

Memphis 

SMU 

at Tennessee 

at UL Monroe 

UL Lafayette 

at Middle Tennessee 
Troy 

Florida International 
at Florida Atlantic 
North Texas 

at Southern Miss 
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Middle Tennessee 
at Oklahoma State 
#Minnesota 

at North Texas 

at Kentucky 
South Florida 

at UL Lafayette 
UL Monroe 
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at Florida 

at Florida International 
at Troy 
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at Penn State 
Maryland 

at Miami 

at Kansas 

at Middle Tennessee 
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at UL Monroe 

at Arkansas 

at Arkansas State 
UL Lafayette 
Florida Atlantic 
North Texas 
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at South Carolina 
Ohio 
McNeese State 

Ki 
at UCF 
North Texas 
at Arkansas State 
Florida Atlantic 
at Tennessee 
at Middle Tennessee 
at Florida International 
UL Monroe 


UL MONROE (4-8) 


Monroe, LA 
30 


Tulsa 

at Clemson 

at Texas A&M 

at Troy 

Arkansas State 

at North Texas 
Florida International 
at Florida Atlantic 
Middle Tennessee 
Grambling State 
at Alabama 

at UL Lafayette 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE (7-6) 
Murfreesboro, T 


$. 29 


at Florida Atlantic 
at Louisville 

at LSU 

Western Kentucky 
Florida International 
Virginia 

at Memphis 
Arkansas State 

at North Texas 

at UL Monroe 

UL Lafayette 

at Troy 


NORTH TEXAS (3-9) 


$.1 at Oklahoma 

$.8 atSMU 

Florida Atlantic 

at Arkansas 

at UL Lafayette 

3 UL Monroe 

0 at Troy 

7 Middle Tennessee 
0 Navy 

5 at Arkansas State 
Western Kentucky 
0.1 at Florida International 


$.1 at Arkansas 

8 at Florida 

14 Oklahoma State 

22 at UL Lafayette 

29 UL Monroe 

6 at Florida International 
20 North Texas 

27 at Arkansas State 
3 at Georgia 

10 at Western Kentucky 
20 Middle Tennessee 
1 Florida Atlantic 
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BOISE STATE (13-0) 
oise, | 

A.30 Weber State 

$.8 at Washington 

Wyoming 

Southern Miss 

7 New Mexico State 

14 Nevada 

20 at Louisiana Tech 

26 at Fresno State 

3 San Jose State 

10 at Utah State 

Idaho 

at Hawaii 


FRESNO STATE (4-8) 
Fresno, CA 

. | Sacramento State 
$.8 at Texas A&M 
$.15 at Oregon 
$.29 Louisiana Tech 
0.6 atNevada 
at Idaho 
20 San Jose State 
26 Boise State 
3 Utah State 
10 at Hawaii 
24 Kansas State 
! at New Mexico State 


HAWAII (11-3) 
Honolulu, HI 
S.1 Northern Colorado 
$.8  atLouisiana Tech 
$.15 at UNLV 

Charleston Southern 
at Idaho 

6 Utah State 

12 at San Jose State 
27 New Mexico State 
10 Fresno State 

17 at Nevada 

23 Boise State 

D.1 Washington 


IDAHO (4-8) 
Moscow, ID 
at USC 
Cal Poly 
at Washington State 
Northern Illinois 
Hawaii 
at San Jose State 
Fresno State 
at New Mexico State 
at Nevada 
Louisiana Tech 

} at Boise State 
N.24 Utah State 


LOUISIANA TECH (3-10) 
Ruston, LA 
$.1 Central Arkansas 
S.8 Hawaii 
at California 
$.29 at Fresno State 
6 at Ole Miss 
13 New Mexico State 
0 Boise State 
7 at Utah State 
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at Nebraska 
at Northwestern 
LV 


Fresno State 

at Boise State 

at Utah State 

Idaho 

at New Mexico State 
Hawaii 

at San Jose State 
Louisiana Tech 
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Las erleey NM 


SE Louisiana 
at New Mexico 
UTEP 


at Auburn 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
at Boise State 

at Louisiana Tech 
Idaho 

at Hawaii 

Nevada 

at San Jose State 
Utah State 

Fresno State 
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SAN JOSE STATE (9-4) 
San Jose, CA 


at Arizona State 
at Kansas State 
at Stanford 

at Utah State 

UC Davis 

Idaho 

Hawaii 

at Fresno State 
at Boise State 
New Mexico State 
at Louisiana Tech 
Nevada 
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UNLV 

at Wyoming 

at Oklahoma 
San Jose State 
at Utah 

at Hawaii 
Nevada 
Louisiana Tech 
at Fresno State 
Boise State 

at New Mexico State 
at Idaho 
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ARMY (3-9) 
West Point, NY 


$.1 #at Akron 

$.8 Rhode Island 
$.15 at Wake Forest 
§.22 at Boston College 
$.29 Temple 

0.6 Tulane 

0.13 at Central Michigan 
0.20 at Georgia Tech 
N.3  atAir Force 

N.9 Rutgers 

N.17. Tulsa 

Dec. 1 %Navy 


Cleveland, OH 
%Baltimore, MD 
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N. 17 
Dec. 1 


jolis, MO 


at Temple 

at Rutgers 
Ball State 
Duke 

Air Force 

at Pittsburgh 
Wake Forest 
Delaware 

at Notre Dame 
at North Texas 
Northern Illinois 
#Army 


Baltimore, MD 


NOTRE DAME (10-3) 
South Bend, IN 


S. 22 


Georgia Tech 
at Penn State 
at Michigan 
Michigan State 
at Purdue 

at UCLA 
Boston College 
USC 


Na’ 
Air Force 


uke 
at Stanford 


GEORGIA TECH 


Georgia Tech: Ric Fogel 

Memphis: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 
LSU: Chris Covatta 

Tulsa: Larry Smith 


Miami: Mike DeHoog 
Texas: Layne Murdoch 
USC: Peter Brouillet 
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Florida: Courtland Richards West Virginia: Larry Smith 
Alabama: Ric Fogel Washington: Ric Fogel 
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BELIEVING IN YOURSELF IS STRONG. 
| CHIEVING WHAT YOU NEVER 
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First, a quick story about another Clemson 
tradition — how Memorial Stadium became 
known as Death Valley. 

Lonnie McMillian was a coach at 
Presbyterian, a school that often played 
Clemson at Memorial Stadium. Played, but 
rarely won. And rarely scored. Presbyterian’s 
series record was 3-32-4, and 24 of those loses 
were shutouts. That “success” led McMillian to 
comment to the media one day in 1948 that he 
was going to play Clemson in Death Valley. A 
few years later Clemson coach Frank Howard 
used the nickname, and it stuck. 

How that relates to one of the country’s best 
game day traditions — No. 2 on Rivals.com’ 
Top 10 — is that the rock at the top of the hill 
by the stadium came from Death Valley, 
California. In the mid-1960s Clemson alum 
S.C. Jones carried the white flint rock back 
from a trip to California's Death Valley and 
presented it to Coach Howard. The rock sat on 
the floor in Howard's office for years until one 
day the coach cleaned his office and told 
someone to get rid of the rock; he didn’t care 
how. 

The rock was not discarded, but rather 
mounted on a pedestal and placed on top of the 
hill from which the Tigers enter the stadium. 
That was Sept. 24, 1966, and Clemson won. 
The players started rubbing the rock prior to 
running down the hill at a game played 364 
days later, and Clemson won. It was that day 
Coach Howard told his players: “If you're going 
to give me 110 percent, you can rub that rock. 
If you're not, keep your filthy hands off it.” A 
tradition was born. 

Coach Hootie Ingram succeeded Howard 
and decided his team would make its stadium 
entrance from the locker room, eliminating the 
rock-rubbing, hill-running entrance. From 
1970 through the first four games of 1972 the 
team entered this new way and went 6-9. The 
team had had enough and insisted on entering 
from the hill again for the fifth game of the 
1972 season. Clemson beat archrival South 
Carolina 7-6 on a stopped two-point 
conversion. They've rubbed the rock and run 
down the hill ever since. 
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The Longhorn Band claims Big Bertha is the 
largest drum in the world. (There are a couple 
of other drums that claim that, too, however.) 
Ir’s eight feet in diameter, more than three and 
a half feet deep, and stands 10 feet tall on its 
cart. The band wheels the 500-pound 
instrument — dubbed the “Sweetheart of the 
Longhorn Band” — onto the field for its 
halftime show and for other performances. 

The drum also has what has to be one of the 
most interesting histories of any instrument 
anywhere. 

It was commissioned in 1922 by the 
University of Chicago to foster team spirit. But 
when Chicago shuttered its football program it 
discarded the drum — sticking it under the 
stadium. It sat there for decades and was 
contaminated by atomic bomb research 
conducted at the stadium in the 1940s. 

In 1955 Col. D. Harold Byrd decided that 
Texas should have the largest drum in the 
world (he was a former band member and 
proud of his alma mater) so he bought the 
drum from the University of Chicago. The 
price: $1. 

After he had it decontaminated and restored, 
Byrd donated Big Bertha to the Longhorn 
Band. 
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Taste big enough for an 
All-Pro MVP Quarterback. 
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NEW Bigger than the Bun Smoked Sausages from John Morrell 
are a full inch longer than the competition. And they’re a great value, too. 
Try all five delicious varieties. 


You Can Trust You ll Love It? 


LAIITGATING & GAMEDAY TRADITIONS 


WISCONSIN The Fifth Quarter 


Most stadiums clear out after the final whistle. Not Camp Randall. As many as 30,000 fans 
hang around for the Fifth Quarter. It all began in the late 1970s when the Badger Band created 
its unique postgame show. 

In addition to a review of the band’s performances from its pregame show, they began 
performing arrangements that included the fans (be prepared to sing and dance along with “Beer 
Barrel Polka,” the “Chicken Dance,” and “Space Badgers,” among others), playing while lying on 
the ground, or standing on their heads — basically doing whatever they wanted. The fans loved 
it, the media started calling it the Fifth Quarter, and now it’s a Badger tradition. 


IOWA Pink Locker Room 

Okay, you’re not going to see this Iowa tradition unless you’re playing the Hawkeyes — literally. 
But it may have an effect on the outcome of the game. 

Famed Iowa coach Hayden Fry (1979-1998) majored in psychology when he was at Baylor 
University. He may have traded in the couch for the shoulder pads, but his interest in how the mind 
works never went away. 

One psychological theory he remembered from his studies was the effect of color on behavior. 
Pink, the theory goes, suppresses aggressive and hostile behavior, encouraging a calmer attitude. So, 
Fry had the visitor’s locker rooms painted and decorated in pink. Even the lockers themselves and 
the urinals are pink. It may have worked: Fry retired from Iowa with a record of 143-89-6 (77-38-3 
at home) and three Big Ten titles. 

The pink locker rooms remained after Fry’s tenure but faced protests in 2005 from faculty and 
students who said they were demeaning to women and homosexuals. They demanded the pink be 
replaced. The protest failed, and visiting players still use pink lockers and urinals at Kinnick Stadium. 


For more tailgating tips. visit www.theultimatetailgater.com 
AEE CART 


RUTGERS The First Game Statue 


On Nov. 6, 1869, Rutgers played Princeton in what is considered the first college football 
game. While it didn’t look anything like what we think of football today — it looked more like 
rugby, and there were 25 men on each team — it was the genesis of American football. 

There's a First Game statue depicting a player from that game at Rutgers Stadium, and before 
each home game, the Rutgers football team walks along Scarlet Walk and touches the statue on 
the way to the game to respect tradition and energize them for the day's game. 


AUBURN The Tiger Walk 


We know scores of schools have a walk of some sort, but by all accounts they're copying Auburn. 

The Tiger Walk began in the early 1960s when Auburn players would walk to the stadium from 
Sewell Hall. Thousands of fans would line Donahue Drive to cheer them on. Since then the 
crowds have gotten bigger (20,000 lined the streets before a 1989 Alabama game), and the 
tradition has even begun to spread to some road games. 


OREGON The Oregon Harley 


For about a decade the Ducks have taken the field behind a FatBoy. 

No, it’s not a lineman, it’s a 1996 Harley-Davidson FatBoy decorated Oregon colors in a color- 
changing paint that matches the helmet Doug Koke wears (he’s the guy who currently drives the 
motorcycle). 

This UO tradition as been called one of college football’s best and begins when Koke escorts 
the team buses to Autzen Stadium. Then he meets his family for some tailgating, which is when 
fans can take pictures with him and the motorcycle. Then it’s off to the tunnel to rev up the engine 
and lead the team onto the field, bringing the crowd to its feet in a frenzy that Koke described to 
a reporter simply as “sensory overload.” 


WEST VIRGINIA “Take Me Home, Country Roads” 


“Take Me Home, Country Roads” was a hit for John Denver in the 1970s, and in 1980 Denver 
helped dedicate Mountaineer Field at Milan Puskar Stadium. During the event he led the crowd 
in a sing-along of the song. 

They must have liked it. Now, after WVU football victories, it’s tradition for fans to stay in the 
stands and sing the tune along with the football team. 


Tailgating recipes and traditions from Stephen Linn and excerpted from his new books, the 
FOX Sports Tailgating Handbook and The Ultimate Tailgater conference handbooks for the 
SEC, ACC, Big Ten, Big 12, and Pac-10 (Globe Pequot). Stephen is also the host of The 
Ultimate Tailgater shows and vice president of the American Tailgaters Association. For more 
tailgating tips, recipes, videos and podcasts visit theultimatetailgater.com. 


Wisconsin: Tim Clark/Athlon Sports 


Rutgers: Rutgers SID; Oregon: Oregon SID 
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TAILGATING RECIPES 


VIETTI LAYERED CHILI DIP 


»Prep: 10 min. »Cook: 25 min. 

» 2 cans of your favorite Vietti Chili 

» 1 bag Corn Chips 

» 1 jar Salsa 

» 1 small carton Sour Cream 

» Chopped Tomatoes & Cilantro Leaves for Topping 


Sprinkle a layer of crushed corn chips on the 
bottom of a bowl. Top with 1 can of heated Vietti 
Chili. Spread 1/2 of the guacamole over the 
Vietti Chili. Add 1/2 of the salsa over the 
previous layer, spreading each layer out to the 
edges of the bowl. Repeat layer. Top final layer 
with corn chips, fresh tomatoes & cilantro. 


SPICY CHIPOTLE LIME DIP 


Serves:8 Prep Time: 5 min. Cook Time: 0 min. 


% cup light mayonnaise 

% cup light sour cream 

2 Tbsp. MRS. DASH® Southwest Chipotle 
Seasoning Blend 

1 lime, zest and juice 


. Combine all ingredients together in 
medium bowl until smooth and creamy. 


2. Refrigerate covered for at least an hour 
before serving with fresh vegetables, 
crackers or tortilla chips. 


An easy and tasty low-sodium and 
low-carb dip that travels well! 


CHICAGO STYLE 
SMOKED SAUSAGE 


» 1/3 cup ketchup 

» 1/4 cup chopped pepper 

» 2 tablespoons pickle relish 

» 2 tablespoons chopped onion 

» 1/4 teaspoon poppy seeds 

» 4 Bigger Than The Bun Smoked Sausages 
» 4 hot dog buns - split 


In a small bowl combine ketchup, peppers, 
relish, onion and poppy seeds. 
Cover and chill up to 3 days. 


To grill by direct head method: Grill smoked 
sausage on an uncovered grill directly over 
medium coals for 8 minutes. 


Turn smoked sausage and brush with some 
of the ketchup mixture. Grill for 6-8 minutes 
more or until heated through. 


To serve, toast cut sides of buns on grill. 
Serve smoked sausage in the buns and top 
each with remaining ketchup mixture. 
Servings 4 


TEXAS PETE® HOTTER HOT WINGS 


» 2% pounds (12 — 15) whole chicken wings 
» 3 tablespoons TEXAS PETE® HOTTER HOT SAUCE 
» 2 tablespoons butter or margarine 


Cut whole wings at joints and discard wing tips. Place the pieces on 
absorbent paper to dry. To cook, choose one of the following 
methods: 


1. DEEP FRY at 375 degrees for 10-12 minutes or until crispy 
2. OVEN BAKE at 450 degrees for 35 minutes or until done 


Melt 2 tablespoons of butter or margarine in a sauce pan, add 3 
tablespoons of TEXAS PETE® HOTTER HOT SAUCE and stir well. To coat, 
place cooked wings and blended sauce in a large covered bowl. 
Shake gently. Serve with celery sticks and blue cheese dressing. 
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harlie Weis takes great pleasure in 
the popular notion that Notre 
Dame will take a step back after 
consecutive BCS bids. “They tell 
me that we're too young, too much 


in transition, new defense. ... What are we 
going to do, win two, three? Okay, we'll see,” 
smiles Weis, in anticipation of his third year 
at the helm of his alma mater. 

Weis may like the challenge, and he may 
have a few tricks up his sleeve to combat the 
naysayers. But there's no denying that a third 
straight trip to a BCS game looks unlikely 
without quarterback Brady Quinn, whose 
name is plastered throughout the Notre 
Dame record book after leading the Irish to 
19 victories in two years. 

Also gone are Notre Dame's top two all- 
time receivers — Jeff Samardzija and Rhema 
McKnight as well as three offensive 
linemen and three defensive linemen. 

Weis has brought in highly respected 
coach Corwin Brown to correct the defensive 
woes, particularly in the secondary, where the 
Irish have made a habit of getting torched by 
opposing passing games. Yet Brown, 
considered one of the top young defensive 
minds following a stint coaching the 
secondary of the New York Jets, has never 
been a coordinator. 

The schedule begins with Georgia Tech, at 
Penn State, at Michigan, Michigan State, at 
Purdue, at UCLA, Boston College and USC. 
If the Irish can survive the first two-thirds of 
the season, they should finish strong in 
November with home games against Navy, 
Air Force and Duke, and a trip to Stanford. 


Quarterbacks Weis seemed to take great 
pleasure in the secrecy of the quarterback race 
this spring. He gave each of the four 
quarterbacks one week as the No. 1 signal- 
caller, as well as one week as No. 2, 3 and 4. 
Junior Evan Sharpley, who served as Quinn's 
backup in ’06, had the skimpiest résumé 
coming out of the prep ranks. But Sharpley 
might have the best combination of 
knowledge/skills within Weis’ pro-style 
system. Redshirt freshmen Demetrius Jones 
and Zach Frazer both believe they are the 
successors to Quinn. Jones adds a running 
dimension to the equation while Frazer is 
more of a drop-back quarterback. True 
freshman Jimmy Clausen is the people's 
choice after leading his Oaks Christian HS 
team in California to 42 straight victories and 
four straight state titles. He arrived in the 
spring to put himself on level ground with the 
competition. “None of the four played 
themselves out of contention, and I think 
that’s the strongest statement I can make,” 
said Weis upon the conclusion of spring 
practice. “Normally, someone separates 
because he plays better. Sometimes it happens 
because he plays worse. That didn’t happen.” 


National Forecast 38 


Running Backs Underrated Darius Walker 
found ways to get the job done both carrying 
and catching the football. But Notre Dame's 
ability to play power football often was 
limited by Walker's finesse style of running 
that featured draws and delays. Senior Travis 
Thomas, a running back who moved to 
linebacker in ’06, is back in the offensive 
backfield with sophomore James Aldridge, 
another slam-it-in-there-type running back. 
Freshman Armando Allen, a true breakaway 
threat, gives the Irish halfbacks an added 
dimension. Unheralded senior Junior Jabbie 
made a pitch for playing time in the spring. 
Equally important to the rushing attack are 
fullbacks Asaph Schwapp and Luke Schmide, 
with the former providing a powerful lead 
block and the latter adding more of a rushing 
threat. 


NUMBERS GAME 


9 Notre Dame’s returning defensive 


backs had a combined three 

interceptions in 2006 — all by 

senior cornerback Terrail Lambert. 
Receivers Gone are Samardzija and 
McKnight, who finished one-two on the 
Irish all-time reception list. There were no 
obvious heirs in the spring, although junior 
David Grimes has some experience (he 
scored a touchdown in the Sugar Bowl vs. 
LSU), and sophomore George West, who 
returned kickoffs and scored on a reverse in 
limited action as a rookie, moves into the 
starting lineup. After those two, it’s nothing 
but youth and/or inexperience at wideout. 
The news is much more promising at tight 
end, which the young Irish signal-callers 
would be wise to rely upon. Senior John 
Carlson was on his way to an All-America 
season when he went down with a knee 
injury in the 10th game of ’06. Carlson is 
back and looking to emerge once again as 
one of the nation’s top tight ends. Behind 
Carlson, sophomores Konrad Reuland and 
Will Yeatman, as well as four-star freshman 
Mike Ragone, continue a strong Notre 
Dame tradition at the tight end position. 


Offensive Linemen The Irish will be young 
along the offensive line, but coach John 
Latina thinks he might have the makings of 
an outstanding unit, led by fifth-year senior 
center John Sullivan and five-star prep All- 
American Sam Young, who started all 13 
games at right tackle as a true freshman in 
06. Junior Paul Duncan, who spelled Young 
at right tackle last year, appears ready to be an 
asset at the left tackle slot. Another junior, 
Mike Turkovich, has moved from backup 
tackle to starting left guard after a preseason 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE IRISH 


Even with several highly touted young 
quarterbacks in line to replace Brady 
Quinn, the offense won’t be as explosive 
without the record-setting signal-caller 
at the controls. Plus, the loss of the top 
two receivers in Irish history — Jeff 
Samardzija and Rhema McKnight — 
makes the passing game a major 
question mark heading into the fall. The 
ground game — minus Darius Walker, 
Notre Dame’s No. 4 all-time rusher — 
could be better off in the long run with a 
stable of backs, once a youthful but 
talented offensive line comes together. 
Hard-charging running backs Travis 
Thomas and James Aldridge, along with 
shifty freshman Armando Allen, should 
give the Irish a bit more power and 
speed on the ground. Ultimately, 
however, it will come down to how far 
first-year coordinator Corwin Brown can 
take his defense in the new 3-4 
personnel scheme. The back eight is 
fairly talented and experienced. But the 
front three, led by veteran Trevor Laws, 
is the major question mark, particularly 
against the most challenging first eight 
games in the country. The Irish will count 
on punter Geoff Price, an All-America 
candidate, to shift the field position when 
the offense bogs down and the defensive 
front is exposed. 
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2007 SCHEDULE 


S. 1 Georgia Tech L 

S. 8 at Penn State L Fy 
S. 15 at Michigan L S 
S. 22 Michigan State Ws 
S.29 at Purdue * & 
0. 6 atUCLA he) 
0.13 Boston College * 7 
0. 20 USC L i 
N. 3 Navy Ww fs 
N. 10 Air Force SS Wwae 
N. 17 Duke _ WwW. 2 
N. 24 at Stanford W $ 
*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. F 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss Oo 


neck injury curtailed his progress in 06. One of 
a trio of youngsters is expected to emerge at 
right guard: Dan Wenger, a center by trade, 
Matt Carufel or Eric Olsen. Inconsistent 
recruiting prior to Weis’ arrival has left little 
margin for error with the depth along the 
offensive line. 


Defensive Linemen Not only are the players in 
the defensive trenches adapting to a new 
scheme, but they’re doing it without the benefit 
of much collegiate playing experience, save for 
fifth-year senior Trevor Laws, who moves from 
a defensive tackle position in a 4-3 to a 
defensive end position in a 3-4. No other player 
along the defensive front has any appreciable 
playing experience. Gone are veteran ends 
Victor Abiamiri and Chris Frome, as well as 
underrated defensive tackle Derek Landri, who 
arguably was Notre Dame's best defensive 
lineman each of the past three seasons. Junior 
Pat Kuntz, undersized at 272 pounds in the 
spring, is being counted on to win the starting 
nose tackle slot, although 340-pound redshirt 
freshman Chris Stewart was switched from 
offensive guard to add some bulk. Senior 
Dwight Stephenson Jr., the son of the Hall of 
Fame Miami Dolphins center, will try to make 
an impact for the first time in his collegiate 
career. If Stephenson doesn't get the job done, 
senior Justin Brown likely will get a crack at it. 
Junior Derrell Hand, who played both nose 
tackle and end in the spring, should contribute 
after an injury-plagued ’06. 


RISING STAR 


Linebackers Undersized as a whole 
in 2006, Notre Dame's linebacker 
corps looks like it could be a strength 
this year in the 3-4 alignment. Senior 
Maurice Crum Jr., who has played in 
a variety of spots/roles the past two 
years, will man one inside linebacker 
position this fall. He'll line up next to 
Toryan Smith, an aggressive, hard- 
hitting sophomore who moved past 
2006 starter Joe Brockington in the 
spring. John Ryan, a_ backup 
defensive end as a true freshman in 
the 4-3 scheme, moves into a starting 
role at outside linebacker in the 3-4. 
Senior Anthony Vernaglia, junior 
Scott Smith and sophomore Morrice 
Richardson, another former end in 
the 4-3, will battle for playing time at 
the other outside linebacker position. 


Defensive Backs The Irish have 
struggled mightily trying to find 
solutions in the secondary in recent 
years. Safety Tom Zbikowski turned 
in an excellent sophomore season in 
*05 but struggled with a shoulder 
problem and some additional weight 
in ’06 as he dabbled in professional 
boxing. Zbikowski’s back for a fifth 
year and appears primed for a 
standout finale. He'll likely be joined 
at safety by junior David Bruton, who is 25 
pounds heavier than when he arrived but still 
possesses the ball skills that he flashed early in 
his career. Underrated Mike Richardson is gone 
at cornerback, but senior Terrail Lambert 
emerged as a big-play performer in ’06, while 


David Grimes 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Confidence personified There is no 
shortage of self-assuredness among 
Notre Dame’s two redshirt freshmen 


quarterbacks. Asked about his chances 
of winning the job, Zach Frazer doesn’t 
hesitate. “In my eyes, I’m No. 1, hands 
down,” Frazer says. Demetrius Jones is 
equally confident. “I didn’t come here to 
be a backup,” Jones says. “I didn’t 
come here to be anybody’s sidekick.” 


Two for one When 6'0", 255-pound 
fullback Asaph Schwapp was lost for the 
final 11 games of the 2006 season with 
a knee injury, Notre Dame’s ground 


fifth-year senior Ambrose Wooden hopes to 
avoid the knee problems that opened the door 
for Lambert last year. 


Limited to mop-up duty and special 
teams play as a freshman, 6'1", 244- 
ee pound Toryan 

‘ Smith moved past 
veteran Joe 
Brockington into a 
starting inside 
linebacker slot in 
the spring. Smith 
brings the power 
and pop to the 


Specialists Punter Geoff Price returns for a 
fifth year after an outstanding 2006 season in 
which he averaged 45.4 yards per punt on 50 
attempts. A kicker must emerge from among 
sophomores Ryan Burkhart and Nate 
Whitaker, and freshman Brandon Walker. 
None has attempted a field goal on the 
collegiate level. Zbikowski was a threat 


linebacker returning punts in ’05 but dropped off game suffered. Schwapp is back and 
position that was significantly (from a 14.0-yard average to 9.0) ready to do his job — with or without 
missing in °06. last year. Weis made kickoff returns a priority in the football. “I just want to hit 


the spring after the Irish ranked among the 
bottom 15 percent in the country in ’06. 


somebody,” Schwapp says. Redshirt 
freshman Luke Schmidt, a two-time 
2,000-yard rusher in high school, will 
provide a complement to Schwapp. 


Tough talk First-year defensive 
coordinator Corwin Brown talks the talk. 
Now he’s hoping his defense walks the 
walk. “I want guys that are aggressive. 
I want guys who really enjoy running 
and hitting, and when they get the 
chance, they’re going to plum knock 
somebody’s block off,’ Brown says. 


SCOUTING THE IRISH 


Opposing coaches size up Notre Dame: “Charlie (Weis) is the offensive genius, right? 
Now we’re going to see why. They lost a lot on offense. (Brady) Quinn and (Jeff) 
Samardzija are huge, huge losses, and I don’t think you can make up for them in one 
season. Those guys were players. Defensively, they need to be bigger up front, and 
play with aggression. I don’t think they did that last year. ... They can be very difficult 
to prepare for. They use a lot of different formations, which can cause some problems 
for the defense. ... The big key for this team will be at quarterback. Can they get by 
without getting great production from the position?” 


Bruce Schwartzman. 
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2007 NOTRE DAME ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS 

7 Clausen, Jimmy QB 6S” 
12 Frazer, Zach QB 64" 
16 Gillett, Justin QB Sl" 
3 Jones, Demetrius QB 6a" 
13 Sharpley, Evan QB 62 
Running Backs POS 

34 Aldridge, James RB 60" 
5 Allen, Armando RB 5110" 
36 Cure, Dex RB 60° 
37 Jabbie, Junior RB 511" 
32 Schmidt, Luke FB O63 
44 Schwapp, Asaph FB O60” 
26 Thomas, Travis RB 60" 
Receivers POS HT 

39 Brooks, Kevin TE 62" 
89 Carlson, John TE 66" 
42 Costanzo, David wR Ss 
24 Erickson, Brandon WR 60" 
21 Gallup Jr, Barry wR sS'11" 
ll Grimes, David WR 60" 
1 Hord, Du. WR 611" 
80 Jackson, Richard WR 63" 
82 Parris, Robby WR 63° 
45 Patterson, Kris WR 5'11" 
46 Planalp, Michael TE 64" 
38 Possley, Nick WR 61" 
88 Reuland, Konrad TE 66" 
29 Richardville, Jake WR 60° 
86 Talerico, Mike TE 65” 
19 West, George WR 58" 
84 Yeatman, Will TE 66" 


207 
226 
180 
210 
212 


213 
190 
220 
190 
252 
255 
218 
WT 
230 
259 
165 
185 
181 
174 
192 
204 
201 
185 
248 
19] 
255 
180 
250 
188 
263 


Hometown 
Fr. Westlake Village, CA 
Fr. Mechanicsburg, PA 
Sr. Santa Barbara, CA 
Fr. Chicago, IL 
dr Marshall, MI 


Hometown 
So. Crown Point, IN 
Fr. Opa Locka, FL 


So. Wray, CO 
Sr. Parlin, Nd 
Fr. Jasper, IN 
dr. Hartford, CT 


Sr. Washington, PA 
CL Hometown 
So. Thousand Oaks, CA 
Sr. Litchfield, MN 


dt. El Paso, TX 
Sr. Marlboro, NJ 
Fr Wellesley, MA 
Jr. Detroit, MI 
Je. Lee’s Summit, MO 
Fr Clermont, FL 
So. Olmstead Falls, OH 
dr. Seattle, WA 
dr. Cincinnati, OH 
Sr Wheaton, IL 
So. San Capistrano, CA 
Sr. Fort Wayne, IN 
Sr. St. Louis, MO 
So. Spencer, OK 


So. San Diego, CA 


Hometown 


67 Bemenderfer, Thomas C 65" 285 dr. Mishawaka, IN 
73 Carufel, Matt G 65" 295 So. Forest Lake, MN 
72 Duncan, Paul LG ST. Tae Dallas, GA 
55 Olsen, Eric G 64" 300 So. Staten Island, NY 
78 Sullivan, John Cc 64" 290 Sr Old Greenwich, CT 
63 Tisak, Jeff T 63" 300 ur Ambridge, PA 
77 Turkovich, Mike G 66 29 & Bedford, PA 
71 Webb, Bartley T), (67 290) *.Fe Springdale, AR 
51 Wenger, Dan C/G 64" 282 Fr Coral Springs, FL 
74 Young, Sam T 67 315 So. Coral Springs, FL 
Defensive Linemen POS HT WT CL Hometown 
94 Brown, Justin DE 63" 255 Sr Clinton, MD 
92 Hand, Derrell NT 63" 287 Jr Philadelphia, PA 
69 Kennedy, Neil DL Sil" 266 Sr Phoenix, AZ 
96 Kuntz, Pat NT 62" 272) de Indianapolis, IN 
98 Laws, Trevor DE 61" 295 Sr Burnsville, MN 
93 Mullen, Paddy DE 65" 285 Fr St. Louis, MO 
57 Stephenson Jr, Dwight DE 62" 257 Sr Delray Beach, FL 
59 Stewart, Chris NT 65" 340 Fr Spring, TX 
97 Wade, Kallen DE 65" 240 Fr Cincinnati, OH 
Linebackers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
52 Brockington, Joe DB O25 Se Palmyra, PA 
40 Crum Jr, Maurice IB 60" 225) Sr. Riverview, FL 
48 Quinn, Steve 1B «62 231) Je Cherry Hill, NU 
53 Richardson, Morrice OLB 62" 235 So. College Park, GA 
90 Ryan, John OLB 65" 244 So. Westlake, OH 
41 Smith, Scott IB S63" «244s ds Highland Park, IL 
49 Smith, Toryan 1B 60" 244s So. Rome, GA 
54 Vernaglia, Anthony OLB 63" 233 Sr Anaheim Hills, CA 
42 Washington, Kevin OLB 61" 240 Jt Sugar Land, TX 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
43 Anello, Mike DB 510° 170) ut Orland Park, IL 
31 Brown, Sergio S$ 61" 19% So. Maywood, IL 
27 Bruton, David 5 GZ) WOU: «lk Miamisburg, OH 
15 Ferrine, Leo cB 60" 189 Se Springfield, NU 
29 Gaines, Jashaad S 60° 196 Fr Las Vegas, NV 
24 Gordon, Leonard S. “ST? ‘190. Fe Clarksville, TN 
4 Gray, Gary CB OS" 180s Fr. Columbia, SC 
6 Herring, Ray S S10" 190 ut Melbourne, FL 
38 Tams, Wade DB OS® #183) = Se Mishawaka, IN 
20 Lambert, Terrail CBe LSU ISL Se Oxnard, CA 
28 McCarthy, Kyle S 60° 200 Jr Youngstown, OH 
8 McNeil, Raeshon cB 60 «(184s So. Cooleemee, NC 
25 Prince, Munir cB OS'10" 184 = So. Florissant, MO 
2 Walls, Darrin cB 6 «6180 So. Pittsburgh, PA 
23 Williams, William David DB 510" 173 Sr Raleigh, NC 
22 Wooden, Ambrose cB SCS'1"":«190)s Sr. Baltimore, MD 
9 Zbikowski, Tom S 60° 210 Sr Arlington Heights, IL 
Specialists POS HT WT CL Hometown 
39 Burkhart, Ryan K  S'1ll" 196 = So. Wakarusa, IN 
61 Jansen, Ju. LS GS? 242! Se Phoenix, AZ 
43 Maust, Eric Pm eae! | E77 5"So: Roswell, GA 
17 Price, Geoffrey P 63" #196 Sr Hurst, TX 
33 Whitaker, Nate K S% 165 So. San Diego, CA 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (4) 


QB 
FB 
RB 


David Grimes 
George West 
Paul Duncan 
Mike Turkovich 
John Sullivan 
Dan Wenger 
Sam Young 
John Carlson 
Evan Sharpley 
Asaph Schwapp 
Travis Thomas 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


WR 82 
WR 21 
71 
55 
67 
73 
71 


Robby Parris 
Barry Gallup 
Bartley Webb 
Eric Olsen 
Thomas Bemenderfer 
Matt Carufel 
Bartley Webb 
Will Yeatman 
Jimmy Clausen 
Luke Schmidt 
James Aldridge 


Trevor Laws 

Pat Kuntz 

Dwight Stephenson 
John Ryan 
Maurice Crum 
Toryan Smith 
Anthony Vernaglia 
Terrail Lambert 
Ambrose Wooden 
Tom Zbikowski 
David Bruton 


Derrell Hand 
Chris Stewart 
Justin Brown 
Scott Smith 

Joe Brockington 
Steve Quinn 
Morrice Richardson 
Darrin Walls 

Leo Ferrine 

Ray Herring 
Kyle McCarthy 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 39 
PS 17 
KR 19 

9 


Ryan Burkhart 
Geoff Price 
George West 
Tom Zbikowski 


Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Charlie Weis 
Record at School: 19-6 (2 years) 


Career Record: 19-6 (2 years) 


Offensive Coordinator: Michael Haywood 


So. 
Sr. 
So. 
Sr. 


Defensive Coordinator: Corwin Brown 
South Bend. Ind. 
Notre Dame Stadium (80,795) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Armando Allen 
Jimmy Clausen 
Taylor Dever 
Gary Gray 
Robert Hughes 
Duval Kamara 
Aaron Nagel 
Kerry Neal 
Andrew Nuss 
Emeka Nwankwo 
Steve Paskorz 
Mike Ragone 
Matt Romine 
Brian Smith 
Harrison Smith 
Golden Tate 
Brandon Walker 
Tan Williams 


RB 
QB 
OL 
DB 
RB 


5'10" 189 Opa Locka, FL 
63" 207 Westlake Village, CA 
G5." 275. Grass Valley, CA 
511" 178 Columbia, SC 
Sl" 230 Chicago, IL 
64" 205 Hoboken, NJ 
61" 215 Lemont, IL 
63" =. 230 Bunn, NC 
65" 285 Ashburn, VA 
64" =. 280 Miramar, FL 
Ble 280 Allison Park, PA 
65" 230 Cherry Hill, Nd 
65" = 275 Tulsa, OK 
62" 230 Overland Park, KS 
62" 205 Knoxville, TN 
60" 190 Hendersonville, TN 
62" 190 Findlay, OH 
6'2" 295 Altamonte Springs, FL 


As impressive as Charlie Weis’ third recruiting class was — 
led by five-star quarterback Jimmy Clausen — more attention 
seemed to be given to the top-rated defensive linemen and 
linebackers who got away. The loss of Martez Wilson (Illinois), 
Justin Trattou (Florida), Ben Martin (Tennessee), Chris Donald 
(Tennessee) and Will Blackwell (LSU) greatly diminished Notre 
Dame’s signing class on the defensive side of the ball. Still, 
Weis snagged a top 10 class on the basis of Clausen and four- 
star performers Armando Allen (halfback), Duval Kamara 
(receiver), Golden Tate (receiver), Mike Ragone (tight end), 
Kerry Neal (defensive end/outside linebacker), Gary Gray 
(cornerback) and Harrison Smith (safety). The Irish are hoping 
they get some immediate backup help along the defensive line 
from Tan Williams, Emeka Nwankwo and Andrew Nuss. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 10-3 
Date 


9 Penn State 
16 Michigan 


30 Purdue 

7 Stanford 
UCLA 

28 at Navy 

4 North Caro 


Opponent 
2 at Georgia Tech 


23 at Michigan State 


lina 


ll at Air Force 


18 Army 
25 at USC 
3 #LSU 
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#Sugar Bowl 


2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing 

Brady Quinn 
Evan Sharpley 
Rushing 

Darius Walker 
James Aldridge 
Receiving 

Jeff Samardzija 
Rhema McKnight 
Darius Walker 
John Carlson 


Att. 
467 
2 


78 
67 
56 
47 


Result Score Att. 
W 14-10 56,680 
W 41-17 80,795 
L 21-47 ~—s80,795 
W 40-37 80,193 
W 35-21 80,795 
Ww 31-10 80,795 
W 20-17 ~—- 80,795 
W 38-14 = 71,851 
W 45-26 80,795 
WwW 39-17 49,367 
Ww 41-9 80,795 
L 24-44 91,800 
L 14-41 77,781 

Comp. Yds. TD Int. 

289 3,426 37 7 

1 7 0 0 
Yds. = Avg. = TD 
1,267 5.0 7 
142 3.8 0 
Yds. Avg. TD 
1,017 13.0 12 
907 13.5 15 
391 7.0 1 
634 :13.5 4 


Kicking: Carl Gioia, 8-13 FGs, 49-54 XPs, 73 points 
Tackles: Maurice Crum, 100; Chinedum Ndukwe, 98 
Sacks: Victor Abiamiri, 10.5 
Interceptions: Mike Richardson, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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That’s why we... 

..update our Player Rankings 
DAILY - sometimes even 
hourly! 

..have made our Player 
Rankings customizable to 
your scoring system 

..are relentless in giving you 
the best fantasy insight and 
advice 

..have been doing this since 
1986! 


Don't just take our word for it. 
Here's what a few of our customers have said... 


[i 


“These guys know what they are doing. They get to the point. All quality 
information and no filler.” Barry Farbstein, Springfield, NJ 


“Thanks to GROGAN'S player rankings I’ve finished in the money every year.” ee 
Kurt Kuekes, Los Angeles, CA art = 


FANTASY FOOTBALL 


“Accurate, reliable, consistent and personalized fantasy football information. 
It doesn’t get much better than that!” Robin Worley, Carrolton, GA 
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= Easy to apply: Easy to keep clean. . 
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: Bust- Oleum EPOXYShield; friends a 


Bees. won't ask what's under your Gar’s*.* 
a _ “hood, just what’s under your car. . 
eres? oe ” SERUST OLEUM - ee oh en 
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BIG TEN 


PUR Eve) EW 


even years have passed since 

Wisconsin ruled the Big Ten. Barry 

Alvarez, now UW’s athletic director, 

was in his 10th season as head coach 

when the Badgers won the 1999 title 
outright. Bret Bielema, the man Alvarez hand- 
picked in the summer of 2005 to succeed him 
as head coach, was a young linebackers coach 
at Iowa under Kirk Ferentz. 

Bielema’s rookie season as a head coach was 
nearly perfect. Wisconsin finished 7-1 in the 
league, one game behind unbeaten Ohio State 
— its lone loss coming at Michigan — and 
then outlasted Arkansas in the Capital One 
Bowl to finish 12-1 and set a school record for 
victories. 

“T can’t wait until 07-08,” Bielema said after 
the bow! victory. 

The season-opener is almost here, and with 
16 starters expected back (nine on offense and 
seven on defense) and the best kicking-punting 
tandem in the league, Wisconsin appears 
equipped to edge out Michigan to win the Big 
Ten and return to the Rose Bowl. 

Based on teams’ depth charts last season, 
Wisconsin fielded the second-youngest team in 
the Big Ten. The Badgers could have as few as 
five senior starters this season. 

There are some areas of concern. Wisconsin 
must find a capable replacement for 
quarterback John Stocco and left tackle Joe 
Thomas to ensure that the offense, which 
generated 30 or more points in seven games last 
season, continues to hum. Three of the four 
losses on the other side of the ball were from 
the heart of the defense — middle linebacker 
Mark Zalewski and safeties Roderick Rogers 
and Joe Stellmacher. Their replacements aren't 
lacking in athletic ability, but early mistakes 
could be a problem. 

Michigan certainly has the offensive 
personnel to beat Wisconsin when the teams 
meet in Madison on Nov. 10 and win at least a 
share of its first title since 2004. With senior 
quarterback Chad Henne, senior tailback Mike 
Hart, senior left tackle Jake Long and junior 
wide receiver Mario Manningham, the 
Wolverines could have the league’s marquee 
players at those positions. 

But can Michigan overcome the sting of 


losing seven key defensive players, including 
three linemen and its best cornerback? 
Remember, despite all that talent the 
Wolverines surrendered a combined 74 points 
and 942 yards in their final two games last 
season, losses to Ohio State and USC. 

Ohio State stunned many observers last 
season by replacing nine of its top 10 tacklers 
from 2005 and winning 12 consecutive games 
to reach the BCS title game. The ugly 41-14 
loss to Florida revealed that the defense wasn’t as 
good as its reputation. Now the Buckeyes must 
replace 18 seniors, including 15 who were in the 
program for five years. The list of departures 
includes quarterback Troy Smith, tailback 
Antonio Pittman and three gifted receivers. 

Although this rebuilding project is similar to 
the one Jim Tressel and his staff handled deftly 
in 2006, this one won't go as smoothly because 
the Buckeyes don’t have a Heisman Trophy 
candidate ready to step in at quarterback, and 
the defense shouldn't scare anyone. 


PREDICTED 
ORDER OF FINISH 


1. WISCONSIN 
2. MICHIGAN 
3. OHIO STATE 
4. PENN STATE 
5. IOWA 
6. PURDUE 
7. INDIANA 
8. NORTHWESTERN 
9. ILLINOIS 
10. MICHIGAN STATE 
11. MINNESOTA 


Talk Football with Athlon Sports editors 


every Thursday at 2:00 ET beginning June 15. 


BIGTEN 


Lloyd Barn 


BIG TEN NOTEBOOK » 


PRESSURE MOUNTING? 

Lloyd Carr enters his 13th season as head 
coach at Michigan and his 28th season overall 
on the staff. His overall record of 113-36, a 
.758 winning percentage, is impressive. Yet 
rabid fans/boosters have to be getting restless in 
the wake of another loss to Ohio State and 
another bowl loss. Carr has lost five of his six 
meetings against Ohio State coach Jim Tressel, 
and the Wolverines have lost their last four 
bowl games, with three of those losses coming 
in the Rose Bowl. Last season, the Wolverines 
were 11—0 and No. 2 in the polls before losing 
at Ohio State, 42-39. They were No. 3 when 
they were embarrassed, 32-18, by USC in the 
Rose Bowl. Carr assembles a talented roster 
each season and always competes for a Big Ten 
title. But at some point, the losses to Ohio State 
and in bowl games must end or Carr will be 
stepping down sooner than he'd like. 


FIGHTING WORDS 

First Big Ten Conference czar James E. 
Delany watched SEC champion Florida crush 
Ohio State in the BCS title game. Then he read 
that the Big Ten had become a league of 
plodders who couldn't keep up with the SEC 
and the rest of college football because they no 
longer recruited elite athletes. A prominent 
recruiting analyst suggested Big Ten schools 


Bruce Schwartzman 
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Marriage counseling sold separately. 


House divided? No problem. With Yorks Affinity™ Series Air Conditioners and Heat Pumps, you can pump 
* ‘® 
school spirit straight into your home. Now available in many of your favorite college team colors. They're quiet, * YORK 
reliable, cost-efficient and keep you comfortable on game day or any other day. It’s the latest innovation from York. . . 
- g tae hss 3 Its time to get comfortable: 
For more information, call your local York Dealer at 800-910-Y ORK, or visit us online at www.yorkupg.com. 


BIG TEN PREVIEW 


BIG TEN NOTEBOOK, cont. » 


had to lower their academic standards to admit better athletes. Those events led to an unusual 
move by Delany, who released a statement defending the league's success on the field. 

That statement noted that Big Ten teams went 2—1 against the SEC in bowl games last season. 
It also noted that the Big Ten had an 8-6 bowl mark against the SEC over the past five seasons. 
Also, over the last nine seasons the Big Ten leads all leagues in BCS berths (15) and is second in 
BCS victories (eight). The SEC has 13 berths and nine victories during that time. 

“I love speed, and the SEC has great speed, especially on the defensive line, but there are 
appropriate balances when mixing academics and athletics,” Delany says. “Each school, as well as 
each conference, simply must do what fits their mission regardless of what a recruiting service 
recommends. I wish we had six teams among the top 10 recruiting classes every year, but winning 
our way requires some discipline and restraint with the recruitment process. Not every athlete fits 
athletically, academically or socially at every university. Fortunately, we have been able to balance 
our athletic and academic mission so that we can compete successfully and keep faith with our 
academic standards. ... We are quite proud of our history and tradition and remain optimistic 
about the future of Big Ten football.” 


STAYING PUT 

Wisconsin's biggest offseason signing involved its coaching staff. Offensive coordinator Paul 
Chryst turned down an offer to coach quarterbacks for the Dallas Cowboys and instead signed a 
five-year, $1.75-million deal to remain with the Badgers. Chryst was the team’s co-offensive 
coordinator in 2005, and UW set school records for points scored in a season (446) and for season 
scoring average (34.3 ppg with six games of at least 40 points). Despite losing eight starters off 
that unit, Chryst coordinated an offense last season that averaged 29.2 points per game, the No. 
9 mark in school history, and helped UW finish with a 12-1 record. 


“| think we ought to have an open date. | think it’s an ordeal to ask the kids to do what 
we're asking them to do now. ... This year we play 12 games without an open date. If we 
can't have an open date and let the season go one week longer because of financial 
problems, then | think we're not being fair to the kids. | think we need to give the kids 
a week off. How would you arrange nine games? That's a little tricky.” 


— Penn State coach Joe Paterno on the idea of having a nine-game Big Ten schedule 


WELCOME TO THE BIG TEN 

A stunning meltdown in Week 4 against Notre Dame led to John L. Smith stepping down as 
head coach at Michigan State. An equally stunning meltdown against Texas Tech in the Insight 
Bowl resulted in the firing of Glen Mason just one day later. Smith, 22-26 in four seasons with 
the Spartans, was replaced by Mark Dantonio, a former Michigan State assistant who was 18-17 
in three seasons at Cincinnati. Mason, 64-57 in 10 seasons at Minnesota, was replaced by Tim 
Brewster, who had been the tight ends coach with the Denver Broncos of the NFL. Brewster's 
head coaching experience? Two seasons (1987-88), at Central Catholic High School in Lafayette, 
Ind. For the record, his teams went 15-8. 


OLD FACES, NEW PLACES 

To compensate for the loss of middle linebacker Paul Posluszny, the Penn State staff has moved 
Dan Connor from the outside into the middle. ... Indiana has moved Blake Powers from 
quarterback to tight end. Powers passed for 2,305 yards in 2005 but lost his starting job last season 
to Kellen Lewis. Now he could start at tight end. ... Meanwhile at Northwestern, Andrew Brewer 
has moved from quarterback to wide receiver. He started three games at quarterback last season 
and could start at his new home in 2007. 


HOEPPNER TAKES TIME OFF 

Indiana coach Terry Hoeppner, who missed only two games last season after undergoing brain 
surgery in September, missed all of spring practice to attend to “personal health matters.” University 
officials did not say if Hoeppner’s absence from spring practice was related to the fall surgery. 
“Coach Hoeppner has indicated a need to take some time to regain his strength and energy and to 
receive proper medical care,” Indiana athletic director Rick Greenspan said in a release. “We have 
encouraged Terry to make his family and health a top priority. All of us are hopeful for a quick and 
full recovery, with Coach Hoeppner returning to lead the Indiana football program.” 


i 
" a 
SEPT. 8 NOTRE DAME AT PENN STATE 
The memories of a 41-17 loss in South Bend still 
linger in the Penn State locker room. 


SEPT. 15 NOTRE DAME AT MICHIGAN 

Michigan crushed the Irish, 47-21, last season in 
South Bend. Can the Irish, armed with a new 
defensive coordinator, avoid another embarrassment? 


SEPT. 22 MICHIGAN STATE AT 

NOTRE DAME 

A victory over the Irish, who scored three times in the 
final quarter to wipe out a 16-point deficit and stun 
the Spartans, 40-37, last season, would make Mark 
Dantonio a god in East Lansing. 


PURDUE AT MINNESOTA 

Purdue hopes to contend for a title. A victory over a 
middling Minnesota team in the Big Ten opener is a 
must, particularly with consecutive games against 
Ohio State and Michigan looming in October. 


IOWA AT WISCONSIN 

The Hawkeyes don’t face Michigan or Ohio State in 
07, so they must win at UW and Penn State to return 
to the top of the league. 


SEPT. 29 PENN STATE AT ILLINOIS 

If the Illini are to make a move in Year 3 under Ron 
Zook they’ll have to beat the big boys. Illinois lost 
three key league games by seven points or fewer last 
season. 


OCT. 27 OHIO STATE AT PENN STATE 
The Buckeyes needed two defensive touchdowns to 
subdue the Nittany Lions last season. 


NOV. 3 WISCONSIN AT OHIO STATE 
The teams haven't met since the 2004 season, but 
Ohio State fans likely haven't forgotten that Jim 
Tressel is 1-3 against UW. 


NOV. 10 MICHIGAN AT WISCONSIN 
UW stayed with Michigan for three quarters last 
season in Ann Arbor before succumbing, 27-13. 
Don’t be surprised to see the Badgers prevail this 
season. 


NOV. 17 OHIO STATE AT MICHIGAN 
Lloyd Carr’s record against Ohio State coach Jim 
Tressel is 1—5. Enough said. 


John Grieshop 
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BIG TEN 


PREVIEW 


2007 ATHLON PRESEASON ALL-BIG TEN TEAM » 


J Leman 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 


QB CHAD HENNE 
62> 224 SR. MICHIGAN 
The best of what could be an average crop of quarterbacks. 


RB MIKE HART 


5.9" 196 IR. MICHIGAN 
The soul of Michigan’s offense and a tremendous leader. 
RB P.J. HILL 

5'11" 222 SO. WISCONSIN 


Led the league in rushing (1,569 yards) as a freshman. 
WR DORIEN BRYANT 

5'10" 175 IR. PURDUE 

Led the league in catches (87) and receiving yards (1,068). 
WR MARIO MANNINGHAM 

6'0" 181 IR. MICHIGAN 
Always seems to come up with a big TD catch. 

TE TRAVIS BECKUM 

6'4" 221 IR. WISCONSIN 
Led all tight ends nationally in catches (61) and yards (903). 
C TONY BRINKHAUS 

6'3" 295 SR. MINNESOTA 
Gophers’ line struggled when he was nursing an injury. 
OL KIRK BARTON 

6'6" 310 SR. OHIO STATE 
Buckeyes’ most dependable blocker is a fixture at right tackle. 
OL JORDAN GRIMES 

Chote 325 SR. PURDUE 
Purdue allowed only 20 sacks last season. 

OL ADAM KRAUS 

6'6" 296 SR. MICHIGAN 
Versatile performer has played center and guard. 

OL JAKE LONG 

6 = 313 SR. MICHIGAN 
League’s Offensive Lineman of the Year is back for more. 


SPECIALISTS 
P JARED ARMSTRONG 
(hohe 234 SR. PURDUE 


Second in the league in punting average (43.1 yards). 


PR TRACY PORTER 
Ln i he 181 SR. INDIANA 
18.6-yard average would have led the nation had he qualified. 


Leman: Chris Covatta; Bryant: John Grieshop 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 


DL VERNON GHOLSTON 

6'4" 260 IR. OHIO STATE 
Tied for fourth in the league in tackles for a loss (15). 

DL BRYAN MATTISON 

6'3" 272 SR. IOWA 

Son of Florida co-D.C. Greg Mattison was all over the field. 
DL MATT SHAUGHNESSY 

6'6" 242 JR. WISCONSIN 
Smart, stout against the run and can chase down mobile QBs. 
DL TERRANCE TAYLOR 

6'0" 310 IR. MICHIGAN 
Should play a bigger role this season with Alan Branch gone. 
LB DAN CONNOR 

6'3" 233 SR. PENN STATE 
Has moved from the outside to the middle to replace Paul Posluszny. 


LB JAMES LAURINAITIS 


6'3" 244 IR. OHIO STATE 
All-American will keep the Buckeyes’ defense humming. 
LB JLEMAN 

652" 240 SR. ILLINOIS 


Led the league in tackles (152) and second in tackles for a loss (19). 


CB JACK IKEGWUONU 

6'1" 201 IR. WISCONSIN 
Developed into a shut-down corner who also excelled in run support. 
CB MALCOM JENKINS 

6'1" 202 IR. OHIO STATE 
First-team All-Big Ten pick in 2006 will vie for All-America honors. 

S JAMAR ADAMS 

6'2" 212 SR. MICHIGAN 

Broke up six passes, the No. 2 mark on the team. 

S KEVIN MITCHELL 

6'0" 200 SR. ILLINOIS 

Veteran is a key cog in one of the Big Ten’s top defensive backfields. 


K TAYLOR MEHLHAFF 

FN 185 SR. WISCONSIN 

A second-team All-Big Ten pick in 2006; made 15-of-20 FG attempts. 
KR MARCUS THIGPEN 

5r9* 182 IR. INDIANA 

Led the nation in KO returns (30.1 yards) and scored three TDs. 


2006 BIG TEN BOWL RESULTS 
CHAMPS SPORTS BOWL DEC. 29 ORLANDO, FLA.: PURDUE 24, MARYLAND 7 <o> INSIGHT BOWL DEC. 29 TEMPE, ARIZ.: TEXAS TECH 44. MINNESOTA 41 
ALAMO BOWL DEC. 30 SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS: TEXAS 26, IOWA 24 <o» QUTBACK BOWL JAN. 1 TAMPA, FLA.: PENN STATE 20, TENNESSEE 10 <o> 
CAPITAL ONE BOWL JAN. 1 ORLANDO, FLA.: WISCONSIN 17, ARKANSAS 14 <o» ROSE BOWL JAN. 1 PASADENA, CALIF: USC 32, MICHIGAN 18 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP JAN. 8 GLENDALE, ARIZ.: FLORIDA 41, OHIO STATE 14 


ALL-BIG TEN SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Anthony Morelli 
RB Albert Young 

RB Chris Wells 

WR_ Deon Butler 

WR James Hardy 

TE Andrew Quarless 
(G Rafael Eubanks 
OL Rich Ohrnberger 
OL Dace Richardson 
OL Kraig Urbik 

OL Eric Vanden Heuvel 


DL Jason Chapman 
DL Mitch King 

DL Matt Kroul 

DL Willie VanDeSteeg 
LB _ Jonathan Casillas 
LB Shawn Crable 

LB. Mike Klinkenborg 
CB Justin King 

CB Tracy Porter 

S Dominique Barber 
S Otis Wiley 


ALL-BIG TEN SECOND TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Jason Reda 

Pp Ken DeBauche 
KR Dominic Jones 
PR Derrick Williams 


ALL-BIG TEN THIRD TEAM OFFENSE 


QB Curtis Painter 
RB Rashard Mendenhall 
RB Tyrell Sutton 
WR Paul Hubbard 
WR Greg Orton 

TE Dustin Keller 

c Marcus Coleman 
OL Seth Olsen 

OL Steve Rehring 
OL Sean Sester 

OL Steve Shidell 


ALL-BIG TEN THIRD TEAM DEFENSE 


DL Tim Jamison 
DL Mike Newkirk 
DL Chris Norwell 
DL Corey Wootton 
LB Elijah Hodge 
LB Sean Lee 

LB Mike Sherels 
CB Allen Langford 
CB Adam Shada 

S Shane Carter 
S Justin Harrison 


ALL-BIG TEN THIRD TEAM SPECIALISTS 


K Kevin Kelly 

P Zoltan Mesko 
KR A.J. Wallace 
PR Dominic Jones 
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Penn State 
Iowa 

Ohio State 
Penn State 
Indiana 
Penn State 
Iowa 

Penn State 
Iowa 
Wisconsin 
Wisconsin 


Wisconsin 
Iowa 

Iowa 
Minnesota 
Wisconsin 
Michigan 
Iowa 

Penn State 
Indiana 
Minnesota 
Michigan State 


Illinois 

Wisconsin 
Minnesota 
Penn State 


Purdue 
Illinois 
Northwestern 
Wisconsin 
Purdue 
Purdue 
Wisconsin 
Towa 

Ohio State 
Purdue 
Minnesota 


Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Illinois 
Northwestern 
Wisconsin 
Penn State 
Minnesota 
Wisconsin 
Iowa 
Wisconsin 
Illinois 


Penn State 
Michigan 

Penn State 
Minnesota 


BIG TEN eeeview 


TOP 20 BIG TEN RECRUITS By scout.com » 


1. Ryan Mallett QB 6'6" 235 Texarkana, TX Michigan 
A bia QB with a cannon for an arm. Could be No. 2 with a good fall. 


2. Arrelious Benn WR 6'2“ 210 Washington, D.C. Ntinois 
A big and strong receiver who should make a big splash in Champaign. 

3. Josh Oglesby T 6'7" 320 Milwaukee,WI Wisconsin 
Should be a perfect fit in the UW offense and the next great OL in Madison. 


4. Donovan WarrenCB 6'0" 175 Long Beach,CA Michigan 
Has everything you want in a corner — size, speed, hips and instincts. 


5. Eugene Clifford S$ 6'2" 190 Cincinnati,OH Ohio State 
Can olay either safety position. Great in run support and in coverage. 
6. Martez Wilson DE 6'4" 230 Chicago, IL Iinois 


Has great size, speed and quickness. Could turn into a monster pass rusher. 


7. Ryan Van Bergen DE 6'5" 260 Whitehall, Mi Michigan 
Could start at end and then move inside. Relentless DL who gives great effort. 


8. Michael Williams DB 6'0" 190 Camarillo, CA Michigan 
Can play either CB or S. Shows great instincts and is always making big plays. 


9. Toney Clemons WR _ 6'2" 205 New Kensington,PA Michigan 
Can go get the ball in traffic or take the short pass the distance. 


10. Nick Sukay iS) 6'2" 200 Mount Pleasant, PA Penn State 
Aggressive and physical. Terrific in run support and coverage. 


11. Nate Oliver S 60" 195 Lakewood,OH Ohio State 
Excels in defending the run. Has good range, Improving in pass coverage 


12. Christian Ballard DE 6'4" 270 Lawrence, KS lowa 
Perhaps the most underrated big man in the nation. 


13. DevonTorrence S$  6'l" 190 Canton, OH Ohio State 
Two-way high school standout who should play in the Buckeye secondary. 


14. Brandon Saine RB 61" 205 Piqua, OH Ohio State 
North-south runner with excellent speed. A true home run threat. 


15. D'Angelo McCray DL 6'4" 290 Jacksonville, FL 
Athletic enough to play TE, DE or DT. Good speed for a big man. 


16. Stefen Wisniewski G 6'3" 275 Bridgeville,PA Penn State 
Nasty interior lineman who is a dominating run blocker right now. 


17. James Scott CB 5'10" 165 Daytona Beach, FL Ohio State 
Great corner skills. Good speed, excellent quickness and hips. 


18. Cameron Heyward DT 6'6" 280 Suwanee,GA Ohio State 
Big defensive tackle who has great athleticism. 


Ninois 


19. Josh Brent DT 6'3"300 Bloomington, IL Ilinois 
Raw with tremendous upside. Strong player who penetrates. 
20. John Clay RB 6'2" 220 Racine, WI Wisconsin 


Big, powerful running back is strong between the tackles. 


RECRUITING BY SCHOOL » 


. MICHIGAN . MICHIGAN STATE 

. OHIO STATE . NORTHWESTERN 

. PENN STATE . MINNESOTA 
PURDUE 

. INDIANA 


. ILLINOIS 
. IOWA 
. WISCONSIN 


BIG TEN PREVIEW 


BIG SHOES TO FILL » « THEY SAID IT 


TODD BOECKMAN, GB, OHIO STATE 

The No. 3 quarterback the past two years, Boeckman has the difficult task of replacing Troy 
Smith, the 2006 Heisman Trophy winner. “You know, there was very little that we didn’t run last 
year,” Ohio State coach Jim Tressel said, referring to Smith’s ability to handle an expansive 
playbook. “Will we be able to do that? I doubt it. I don’t want to ask these guys to do 
everything Troy Smith did because it’s a building process. But I don’t want to be limited, either.” and want to help those guys 


JAKE BSCHERER OR GABE CARIMI, LT, WISCONSIN develop an attitude and an edge. 

Wisconsin lost only one starter from its offensive line, but the loss was huge — left tackle — | really think we are getting that. 

Joe Thomas, the 2006 Outland Trophy winner. His replacement likely will be either Bscherer, 

who got valuable experience last season as a freshman, or Carimi, a redshirt freshman. Both We use the term Swagger. 

are touted state products, but neither will make UW fans forget Thomas. That is a confidence about 
the way we do things. 


AUSTIN SCOTT, RB, PENN STATE 

Since joining the Big Ten, Penn State at times has struggled to field a consistent ground game. | think you are seeing it 

The Nittany Lions enter 2007 looking to replace one of the league’s better runners, tailback Ton “3: ” 
ee vac 3 : and it is really fun. 

— Tim Brewster, entering his first season 


“| have spent a lot of time 
with the defense this spring 
and being around those guys 


Hunt, a second-team all-conference pick as a senior. He was the MVP of the Outback Bowl after 
rushing for 158 yards in a 20—10 victory over Tennessee. The leading candidate to replace Hunt 


is Scott, a senior who redshirted last season. The Nittany Lions need someone to spark the 
running game and take pressure off quarterback Anthony Morelli. 


WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO. . . 


We decided to take a look at what happens to head coaches when they leave a school — whether they 
are fired, forced to resign or leave of their own accord. Dating back to 1990, here is a list of every Big 
Ten head coach, what their next job was and what they are doing now. 


as Minnesota’s coach. 


Illinois Next Job Now 

John Mackovic (1988-91) Head coach, Texas Retired 

Lou Tepper (1992-96) Defensive coordinator, LSU Head coach, Indiana (Pa.) University (D-II) 

Ron Turner (1997-2004) Offensive coordinator, Chicago Bears Offensive coordinator, Chicago Bears 

Indiana Next Job Now 

Bill Mallory (1984-96) Retired Still retired 

Cam Cameron (1997-01) Offensive coordinator, S.D. Chargers Head coach, Miami Dolphins 

Gerry DiNardo (2002-04) Analyst, ESPN radio Analyst, ESPN radio 

lowa Next Job Now 

Hayden Fry (1979-98) Retired Still retired 

Michigan Next Job Now 

Gary Moeller (1990-94) Tight ends coach, Cincinnati Bengals Retired 

Michigan State Next Job Now 

George Perles (1983-94) Retired Still retired 

Nick Saban (1995-99) Head coach, LSU Head coach, Alabama 

Bobby Williams (1999-02) Wide receivers coach, Detroit Lions TBD 

John L. Smith (2003-06) TBD TBD 

Northwestern Next Job Now 

Francis Peay (1986-91) Defensive line coach, Indianapolis Colts Retired 

Gary Barnett (1992-98) Head coach, Colorado Retired 

Randy Walker (1999-05) Deceased Deceased 

Ohio State Next Job Now 

John Cooper (1988-2000) TV Analyst TV Analyst 

Penn State Next Job Now 

No coaching moves since 1966 

Purdue Next Job Now 

Fred Akers (1987-90) Retired Retired 

Jim Colletto (1991-96) Offensive coordinator, Notre Dame Offensive line coach, Detroit Lions 
: : Ron Turner 

Wisconsin Next Job Now 

Barry Alvarez (1990-05) Athletic director, Wisconsin Athletic director, Wisconsin 


Scott Boehm/Getty Images 
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__ 2006 BIG TEN STANDINGS 2.007 UNIT RANKINGS 


Big Ten Overall QB RB WRITE OL ODL JLB OBB 
OHIO STATE 8-0 12-1 ILLINOIS a aE i Ne Rai} 
MICHIGAN f—1: 11-2 INDIANA 4 ll 8 ll ll ll 10 
WISCONSIN 7-1 12-1 IOWA 7 3 4 4 il 5 6 
PENN STATE 5-3 9-4 MICHIGAN 1 1 5 2 4 6 5 
PURDUE 5-3 8-6 MICHIGAN STATE 11 8 10 9 10 9 8 
MINNESOTA 345 6-7 MINNESOTA 10. 2 Tine te 6 on 
INDIANA 3-5 5-7 NORTHWESTERN 6 4 9 8 3 10 9 
NORTHWESTERN 2-6 4-8 OHIO STATE 9 5 6 6 5 3 2 
IOWA 2-6 6-7 PENN STATE 2 10 2 7 9 1 4 
ILLINOIS 1-7 2-10 PURDUE 3 9 a if 7 Zi 7 
MICHIGAN STATE 1-7 4-8 WISCONSIN 5 2 3 3 2 2 1 
p NK RNIN UNFEREN AUER 
Passing Att. Comp. Int. Pet. Yds. TDs Avg/G 
Curtis Painter, Purdue 530 315 19 594 3,985 22 =. 284.6 
Kellen Lewis, Indiana 346 190 i DAOe 922021 14 = 201.9 
Chad Henne, Michigan 328 203 8 61.9 2,508 22 = 192.9 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. TD Avg/G —_ Long 
PJ. Hill, Wisconsin 311 1,569 5.0 15 120.7 60 
Mike Hart, Michigan 318 1,562 49 14 120.2 54 
Amir Pinnix, Minnesota 250 ls e72 5.0 10 97.8 40 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. TD = Avg/G_~—s Long 
Dorien Bryant, Purdue 87 ~=—1,068 12.3 6 76.3 53 
Travis Beckum, Wisconsin 61 903 14.8 5 69.5 62 
Tackles: J Leman, Illinois (152); Mike Klinkenborg, Iowa (129) 
Sacks: Willie VanDeSteeg, Minnesota (10.0); Vernon Gholston, Ohio State (8.5) 
Curtis Painter 
Offense Defense 
Score Rush Pass Total Score Rush Pass Total 
Illinois 19.6 (10) 1888 (1) 1565(11) 345.3 (9) 26.8 (9) 127.9 (5) 182.2 (2t) 310.2 (5) 
Indiana 23.1 (8) 113.8 (11) 222.1 (4) 335.9 (10) 32.8 (11) 174.1 (10) 228.2 (8) 402.3 (9) 
Iowa 23.8 (7) 143.5 (7) 239.8 (2) 383.3 (3) 20.7 (5) 133.6 (7) 210.2 (6) 343.8 (6) 
Michigan 29.2 (2t) 175.5 (2) 195.2 (9) 3708 (6) 15.9 (4) 43.4 (1) 224.9 (7) 268.3 (2) 
Michigan State 25.2 (6) 129.2 (9) 227.6 (3) 3568 (7) 28.4 (10) 132.8 (6) 230.9 (9) 363.8 (8) 
Minnesota 28.9 (4) 154.4 (5) 221.1 (5) 375.5 (4) 26.0 (6) 158.2 (8)  268.2(11) 426.4 (10) 
Northwestern 16.5 (11) 142.1 (8) 169.0(10) 311.1 (1) 26.2 (7) 158.3 (9) 204.2 (5) 362.5 (7) 
Ohio State 34.6 (1) 169.8 (3) 2147 (6) 384.5 (2) 12.8 (2) 98.3 (3) 182.2 (2t) 280.5 (3) 
Penn State 22.3 (9) 150.0 (6) 199.9 (8) 349.9 (8) 14.4 (3) 87.5 (2) 197.0 (4) 284.5 (4) 
= Purdue 26.0 (5) 1241(10) 2916 (1) 4157 (1) 26.7 (8) 191.2 (11) = 241.2 (10) 432.4 (11) 
: Wisconsin 29:20(21) ALOT Ale eZ DL (7) 37392" 0(5) 12.1 (1) 114.8 (4) 1383 (1) 253.1 (1) 
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add 9.25% sales tax Ask about private signings. Prices subject to 
change. Please confirm ail items prior to mailing check or money order. 


Must include drivers heense 2. 


Niemi | 1 ay 
5 LE FORTHE 
i= Se Dinars Peas 


by Michael Bradley 


In 1990, when Barry Alvarez arrived in Madison to perform emergency 
resuscitation measures on the near-terminal Wisconsin football program, 
he knew some creativity would be necessary. It’s not like he could fall 
back on the school’s glorious tradition, since the Badgers hadn't been to a 
Rose Bowl in 28 years. Their previous four seasons had produced nine 
victories. Alvarez needed something to generate some excitement. 
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ot just any axe. He went for Paul Bunyan’s Axe, the symbol of supremacy in the 
Badgers’ rivalry with Minnesota — the longest-running feud in all of Division I-A 
football. To that point, the Axe was an interesting symbol of the game, but it hadn't 
reached iconic status. Some old-timers even pined for the Slab of Bacon, the first 
trophy associated with the game, which had disappeared in the early '40s, less than 
15 years after its creation. 

But Alvarez needed something around which he could rally his team. So, he built a special 
trophy case in the Wisconsin locker room and set about using the Axe as a step in his rebuilding 
efforts. If the Badgers could lock down their border to the west, they could begin making a move 
on the entire Big Ten Conference. After that, the world. 

“We tried to build it up and\make it an’important game;” Alvarez says. “We would give a 
history lesson and tell the players about all’ the great people who played in the game. We talked 
about all the tradition and how the Axe went to the winner. We made it a big deal.” 

Fans of college rivalries should applaud Alvarez’s efforts to rekindle the border war. But it’s not 
like he had to concoct a mythology. Ever since its inception in 1890, the Wisconsin-Minnesota 
game has been one of the nation’s most colorful and intense rivalries, a clash of neighboring states 
and. conference brethren. Though known most now for the spectacle of the winning team’s 
brandishing the Axe proudly after recapturing or retaining it, the game has serious implications in 
the recruiting wats, not to mention within the Big Ten, where trophy games,abound. 

Ir’s not a nasty rivalry, known for fistfights on the field or extreme nastiness among the fans. But 
the sides aren't overly friendly, either. In fact, when Minnesota was looking for a new football coach 
earlier this year, and Athletic Director Joel Maturi was considering hiring Wisconsin assistant coach 
Paul Chryst, there were those in the Gopher community who were not too happy about that. 

The rivalry remains Division I-A’s most-played, at 115 games. And though it doesn’t receive the 
national attention accorded Minnesota's annual clash with Michigan, played for the Little Brown 
Jug, probably college football’s most famous rivalry wophy, the Minnesota-Wisconsin game 
predates the other by two years. 

One of the people most responsible for helping jump-start the passions of the rivalry is Jim 
Hueber, who holds the distinction of having coached at both schools. But it was at Wisconsin that 
he became a central figure in the rivalry. He’s now an offensive line coach for the Minnesota 
Vikings, but he spent 14 seasons with the Badgers. During the week before each game, Hueber 
would offer a seminar in the rivalry for the UW players, reciting the lore and detailing the great 
games — all from a Wisconsin perspective, of course — that comprised the battle’s legacy. It was 
a motivational tool, to be sure, but it was also a way to make certain the Badger players understood 
their place in the school’s long football history and realize that future generations would be 
building off of what they had accomplished. 

“When I went to work for Barry, we were looking for something to give the game extra 
meaning, because Wisconsin hadn't been to many bowls. Since I had been at Minnesota for eight 
years before that (1984-91), I had been on both sides of the fence in the rivalry. I tried to give it 
a historical perspective on how long this game had been played. I also wanted to give them names 
of players who had competed, like (former Minnesota All-American) Bronko Nagurski.” 

Nagurski played against the Badgers. So did Carl Eller, Bobby Bell, Sandy Stephens, Pug Lund, 
Paul Giel and Bruce Smith. Alan Ameche knocked heads with many a Gopher, as did Ron Vander 
Kelen, Ron Dayne, Pat O’Dea, Pat Richter and Al Toon. 

None, of course, was around in 1890, when the teams locked up for the first time. Anybody 
who watched the first game, a 63-0 Minnesota rout, would hardly have predicted the two teams 
would still be playing each other 117 years later. But the Badgers were undaunted by their early 
setback. It was, after all, only their second season of organized football, and although their 1890 
opener featured a confidence-building 106-0 thrashing of Wisconsin- Whitewater, there were still 
some serious growing pains to endure. 

One might say the rivalry didn’t officially begin until 1894, when. UW closed its most successful 
(5-2) season to that point with a 6-0 win in Madison. Two years later, the Badgers launched a 
string in which they won five of six. But the biggest Wisconsin win of that era came in 1905, when 
the Badgers snapped the Gophers’ 35-game unbeaten streak with a 16-12 wiumph in Minneapolis. 
Not that Wisconsin had the opportunity to make it two straight, at least not right away. Because 
of the on-field violence throughout college football, President Theodore Roosevelt tried to lower 
the temperature on some of the more intense games. One was Minnesota-Wisconsin. So, there was 
a one-year interregnum, in 1906. The two teams didn't play in 1913, either. 

But they picked up the following season, as part of Minnesota's first-ever Homecoming 
celebration, and haven't stopped since. Still, the Axe didn’t make its debut until after the “Slab” 
had served as a symbol of the rivalry. Minneapolis physician R.B. Fouch, hoping to create 
something that would rival the Little Brown Jug, created the trophy out of black walnut. His 
reasoning was that the winner would “bring home the bacon.” Corny, but it-was 1930, after all. 

A little more than a decade later, the trophy was gone, lost as part of a post-game melee that 
forced the cancellation of the symbolic transfer of the Slab. That no one made a huge effort to 
find the thing is a rather telling indictment of the trophy’s relative importance. Even though the 
Slab was found in a storage room at Wisconsin’s Camp-Randall Stadium in 1994 — complete 
with the scores of all the games from 1930-70 — it was considered nothing more than a relic. 


And a poor substitute for the Axe. In 1948, 
the Wisconsin “W” Club created the trophy, 
which is six feet long and bears the scores of the 
games along its handle. That chronicle may 
provide the headlines, but the stories of the 
games bring so much more to the rivalry. Take 
the 1962 meeting between visiting fifth-ranked 
Minnesota and the third-rated Badgers. That 
matchup was actually a year in the making, 
because in °61, Wisconsin traveled to 
Minneapolis and bumped off Minnesota, which 
had already clinched a Rose Bow] berth. A year 
later, it was UW trying to reach Pasadena, and 
things didn't look so good for the Badgers. 
Down 9-7, they were struggling to move the 
ball, despite the pass-and-catch combination of 
Vander Kelen and Richter. 

With about four minutes remaining, Vander 
Kelen was intercepted by Jack Perkovich. But a 
late roughing the passer call against Gopher 
standout end Bobby Bell enraged Minnesota 
coach Murray Warmath, who drew an 
unsportsmanlike conduct penalty. The 
collective 30-yard punishment gave the Badgers 
the ball on the Gopher 13. Billy Kurek scored 
from five yards away to give Wisconsin a 14-9 
lead. When Jim Nettles intercepted a Duane 
Blaska pass deep in Badger territory, UW was 
smelling roses. “A lot of people still think 
[Minnesota] got screwed,” Richter says. 

Minnesota had a chance to spoil a great 
Wisconsin season in 1993, when the unbeaten 
Badgers came to town in Alvarez’s fourth 
season. After going 1-10 in his debut, the 
coach had built a bruising club that would 
eventually reach Pasadena for the first time in 


34 years: One look at the boxscore would} 


indicate a Wisconsin rout. Quarterback Darrell 
Bevell threw for 423 yards, and the Badgers 
piled up 605 total yards. But they lost, 28-21, 


because of seven turnovers. It was Wisconsin's 


only loss of the season. “It cost us a national 


championship,” Alvarez says. 


One of the wildest games in the series came 


in 2005. Down 34-24 with 2:10 remaining, 
Wisconsin pulled within three points when 
John Stocco hit Brandon Williams with a 21- 
yard scoring, strike. The Badgers’ held 
Minnesota without/a first down on the ensuing 
possession, forcing a punt. When Justin Kucek 
mishandled the snap, he tried to kick the ball 
on the run, but UW freshman, Jonathan 
Casillas blocked the kick, and Ben Strickland 
recovered the ball in the end zone to give 
Wisconsin a 38-34 victory. 

The win kept the Axe in Madison for another 
season (Wisconsin had reclaimed it in 2004) 
and prevented the Gophers from storming the 
Badger sideline to grab it. That's one of the 
more colorful parts of the rivalry. There is no 
formal transfer. If you win it, you go get it. 

“It’s almost ‘in your face,” says Darrell 
Thompson, Minnesota’s all-time leading 
rusher. “It’s not like T.O. going over to stand on 
the Texas Stadium star, but if they win it, 
they're going to sprint over and get it. IF we win 
it, we're going to do the same.” And try to hold 
onto it for as long as possible. 


s far as Illinois’ Ron Zook is 

concerned, the number two has got 

to go. Two years with Zook in charge. 

‘Two wins each season. But few are 

blaming the current head coach. After 
a banner recruiting season that saw his group 
ranked among the nation’s top 20, Illinois fans 
are ready to jump in. Memorial Stadium, in 
the middle of a $120 million project, is being 
rebuilt along with the team. 

“We felt that at the end of last year that we 
always had a chance to compete,” Zook says. 
“Now, we have to take the next step and 
obviously the next step is to go win.” 

But the head coach is quick to caution 
about the youth of his rebuilding team. 
Seven projected starters are freshmen or 
sophomores. Many more will need to 
contribute if Zook’s team is to break through 
with its first winning record since 2001. 

Since they arrived, the Illinois coaches 
have talked about the four stages of 
rebuilding — lose big, lose close, win close, 
win big. If they follow the pattern, the 17-10 
and 34~32 losses of 2006 will turn into close 
victories. Bur they aren't counting on 
anything. Which explains why they said “all 


positions are open” going into the summer. 


Quarterbacks Though the job is technically 
open, Juice Williams will be starting the 
opener against Missouri. Williams completed 
less than 40 percent of his passes during the 
2006 season, but when the coaches counted 
all the drops and throwaways, they put the 
real number at over 60 percent. Last time 
Zook started a true freshman quarterback, it 
was Florida’s Chris Leak. That move worked 
out well for the Gators. While not predicting 
a national title during Williams’ tenure, 
Zook is his greatest supporter. “It'll be easier 
for Juice,” Zook says. “He’s got to 
understand now what’ going on. Is he there 
yet? No, but he understands what's expected. 
I think people look at certain plays too 
closely. I've seen Tiger Woods shank it over 
the woods, but he still comes out of there. 
Every pass isn't going to be great.” Williams 
is a threat as a runner, setting the Illinois 
record for rushing yards by a quarterback in 
2006. The coaches want him running less 
and scrambling to pass more. Redshirt 
freshman Eddie McGee is the likely backup. 
Thinner than Williams, he needs to improve 
his accuracy if he hopes to get on the field. 


Running Backs It might surprise some that 
Illinois led the Big Ten in rushing in 2006. 
But only one of the top three tailbacks 
returns, and he will need to stay healthy. 
Rashard Mendenhall showed flashes of 
greatness projected for him as a Chicago-area 
prep star. Mendenhall averaged a gaudy 8.2 
yards per carry en route to a 640-yard season, 
and his 86-yard touchdown run against 


National Forecast 67 Big 


9th 


Northwestern was the fourth-longest in 
school history. Mendenhall will get some help 
from Zook’s highly touted class. Junior 
college transfer Daniel Dufrene, who 
redshirted at Vanderbilt as a freshman, and 
former prep standouts Troy Pollard and 
Deries Hodge will fight for playing time 
behind Mendenhall. Hodge, who attended 
four high schools in four years, starred against 

difficult central Pennsylvania competition. 
recorded 152 tackles last 

better than any year by Dick Butkus or 


NUMBERS GAME 
season, the sixth-most in 
Butkus winner Dana Howard. 


Ten Prediction 


1 5? Linebacker J Leman 
school history. That’s 


Receivers No area on offense needed more 
help. And no area got a greater influx of talent 
during the spring. Arrelious Benn, considered 
among the nation’s elite prep seniors, enrolled 
at Illinois in January and dazzled his new 
teammates. Benn is more than just a 
dependable pass catcher — he's a powerful 
player who breaks tackles after the catch. The 
Illini plan to get him the ball often as a 
receiver, runner and returner. Former Illini 
receiver Brandon Lloyd had 511 receiving 
yards as a true freshman, a record Benn will 
try to eclipse. Despite the loss of two part- 
time starters (Jody Ellis and Derrick 
McPhearson) because of offthe-field 
misdeeds, the Illini have five players back 
with starting experience. Two-sport standout 
Kyle Hudson (an outfielder on the Illinois 
baseball team), has led the team in catches his 
first two seasons. Chris James, like Williams a 
Chicago Public League product, has formed a 
connection with the starting quarterback. 
After a strong spring, James will contend fora 
starting spot. So will senior DaJuan Warren, a 
dependable receiver who came to Illinois as a 
quarterback. Frank Lenti Jr., the son of a 
Chicago prep coaching legend, earned a 
scholarship after walking on. He'll be in the 
receiver rotation along with Joe Morgan and 
Jacob Willis, if the latter is able to clear up 
academic issues. Converted defensive back 
Dere Hicks looked solid in the spring. At 
tight end, Illinois wants starter Jeff 
Cumberland to become a better blocker, and 
for Michael Hoomanawanui to emerge as 
more of a threat as a receiver. 


Offensive Linemen New coach Eric Wolford 
welcomes back four starters from 2006. Not 
that Wolford cared much about that. With the 
unit last in the Big Ten in sacks allowed, no 
positions were guaranteed. Two inside spots 
appear set going into training camp. Ryan 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE ILLINI 


The games were closer in Year Two of the 
Ron Zook era. Illinois gave Ohio State its 
greatest scare up to that point, losing 
17-10. The Illini led bow! teams Wisconsin 
and Purdue into the second half. And they 
did it while playing a lineup full of young 
guys. Zook is hoping the experience pays 
off, especially for starting quarterback 
Juice Williams, who became the first true 
freshman starter at Illinois since Kurt 
Kittner. Williams is the key to the team’s 
success. If he is more accurate with his 
passes and can rely less on his feet, 
Illinois has a chance to put together a 
solid offense. The Illini need tailback 
Rashard Mendenhall to secure the ball 
and stay healthy. Freshman receiver 
Arrelious Benn could have a huge impact, 
similar to the way Brandon Lloyd helped 
Illinois go from three wins to eight as a 
rookie. The defense made strides in 2006 
but needs to do a better job forcing 
turnovers and keeping opponents out of 
the end zone. The schedule is a challenge. 
Three of the first four games are on the 
road, with the Illini traveling to play 
Missouri (in St. Louis), Syracuse and 
Indiana. Illinois has a nasty stretch 
against Penn State, Wisconsin, at Iowa 
and Michigan. A record of .500 or above is 
the goal, but this team might still be a 
year away from reaching a bowl game. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


S. 1 #Missouri - 
S. 8 Western Illinois 
S. 15 at Syracuse 
S.22 at Indiana 
S. 29 Penn State 
0. 6 Wisconsin _ = 
0.13  atIowa 
0. 20 Michigan 
0. 27 Ball State 
N. 3 at Minnesota 
N. 10 at Ohio State 
N.17 Northwestern 
#St. Louis, MO 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or Lindicates a projected win or loss 


Mendenhall: Chris Covatta; Williams: Peter Brouillet 


McDonald is working his second year at center, 
the same position his dad Phil played at Illinois 
in the mid-1970s. And Martin O’Donnell is 
going into his fourth season as the starting left 
guard. Both tackles return as well, but their 
positions werent quite as certain. Oklahoma 
transfer Akim Millington didn’t participate in 
contact drills in the spring. Converted defensive 
lineman Xavier Fulton put himself in contention 
with a solid spring. At right tackle, Charles 
Myles will be pushed by redshirt freshmen Ryan 
Palmer and Brandon Jordan. Jordan is also in 
contention at right guard, where he will compete 
with sophomore Jon Asamoah. Wolford would 
like to have seven or eight players he can count 
on during the season. 


What has been a liability for 
the Illini in past seasons could become a 
strength. Anchored by three-year starting tackle 
Chris Norwell, this unit is expected to make 
gains in sacks and quarterback pressures. End 
Derek Walker enters his third season as a starter. 
He led the team with 5.5 sacks in 2006, Doug 
Pilcher returns at the other end, and there are 
some young players who are expected to play 
their way into the rotation. Redshirt freshman 
Jerry Brown was a terror in the spring. 
Sophomore Antonio James and junior Will 


RISING STAR 


He’s got more names (Arrelious, Rejus, 
A.B.) than college catches (zero). But 
after impressing 
in spring practice, 


who is physical 
and fast, looks like 
he could be one of 
the best receivers 
in school history. 
Enrolling early 
was big for the 
Washington (D.C.) 
Dunbar star. 


SCOUTING THE ILLINI 


“They improved, like a lot of the teams did in this 
league last year. ... They got better on defense. They ran a lot of pressure. Early in the 
year, some teams were able to have some success moving the ball on them. ... With 


Davis are rush specialists. David 
Lindquist, who led the Big Ten in 
fumble recoveries, fills the one 
opening at tackle. 


Only two players in the 
country averaged more tackles per 
game in 2006 than J Leman’s 12.67. 
Leman, a first-team All-Big Ten pick 
last fall, has gone from local product 
(Champaign Central High School) 
playing at Big State U. to pro football 
prospect. He drew the praise of 
former Ohio State great Chris 
Spielman, who caught Leman’s 19- 
tackle effort against No. 1 Ohio 
State. Returning starters Antonio 
Steele and Brit Miller were solid in 
the spring and should keep their 
jobs. But they will be pressed during 
the season by superstar recruit 
Martez Wilson, who many compare 
to former Illini great Simeon Rice. 


The Illinois coaches 
feel a lot better about cornerback 
thanks to the rookie performance of 
Vontae Davis. The coaches will use 
either former nickel back Travon 
Bellamy or speedy Chris Duvalt 
opposite the All-Big Ten candidate. 
The Illini have three returning 
starters for the two safety positions. Seniors 
Kevin Mitchell, Justin Harrison and Justin 
Sanders will all see plenty of playing time. So 
too might Bo Flowers, a 23-year-old freshman 
who spent four years playing baseball in the 
Cubs and Tigers organizations. 


Kicker Jason Reda returns after 
hitting 15-of-19 field goals in 2006. That’s the 
good news. The bad news is the punting game, 
which was 117th in the nation in net yardage. 
Zook took a look at sophomores Jared Bosch and 
Kyle Yelton. A decision won't likely be made until 
the opener, and a rotation is possible. Illinois 
might use Benn to help the punt return game, 
which ranked among the worst in the nation. 
Duvalt gets the first try on kickoff returns. 


Leman - 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Mixing it up The Illinois offensive staff 
had two changes during the offseason. 
Arizona’s Eric Wolford became the new 


line coach, and Eastern Kentucky 
offensive coordinator Kurt Beathard 
took over as receivers coach. 


Let me play The best player on the 


Illinois football team wasn’t supposed 
to practice during the spring because of 


recent ankle surgery. But All-Big Ten 


linebacker and Butkus Award candidate 


J Leman showed up every day in full 
pads, just in case the medical folks 
changed their minds. They didn’t. 


Departing hero Longtime Illini Sports 


Network analyst Jim Grabowski, one of 


the school’s all-time great running 


backs, hung up his microphone after the 


2006 season. 


You’re gone Two players expected to be 
part of the team’s receiver rotation 
didn’t make it to spring practice. In 
March, Jody Ellis and Derrick 
McPhearson were arrested and charged 
with residential burglary. Ron Zook 
didn’t wait for the courts to decide the 
two couldn’t be a part of his team. They 
could face lengthy prison terms if 
convicted of the felonies. 


Juice (Williams) back at quarterback, that helps, but they graduate two good running 
backs. Rashard (Mendenhall) was pretty highly touted coming out of high school and has 
been kind of a role player for them. Now I would assume he’s going to be their guy. ... 
Juice struggled a bit last year, but as he gets older he’ll be more effective. They will 
create a lot of problems for people in that offense. ... The best thing that ever happened 
to (opposing) teams was that they spread the ball around to those three guys (Pierre 
Thomas, E.B. Halsey and Rashard Mendenhall) and didn’t give it to specifically one of 
them. Mendenhall is a player, and he’s a runner. He’s kind of scary. He should be one of 
the top running backs in the conference next year. ... J Leman might be in my opinion 
the most improved player last year in the Big Ten from a production standpoint.” 


Peter Brouillet 
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A Day 


in the 


Life: 


by Bob Asmussen 


He is the linchpin. The leader. And, 
as the tattoo on his left arm says, 
‘The Chosen 1.’ 

If ILlinois is to end five years of 
substandard football, it will be due 
in large part to the right arm and 
strong legs of sophomore 
quarterback Juice Williams. 

A year ago, he was asked to start 
after being on campus barely a 
month. He set a school record for 
rushing yards by a quarterback 
(576). He threw nine touchdown 
passes. He beat Michigan State with 
a poised drive in the final minute. 

There were negatives, too. Like his 
nine interceptions and his 39.5 
completion percentage. But none of 
that has eased expectations on 
Williams, who has quickly gained 
celebrity status on campus. 

How can you tell? Start with the 
students saying “That's Juice” as he 
walks by. Or the late-night drop-ins 
at his dorm room. The knocks on the 
door that come at 1 a.m. and 3:30 
a.m. Fans seeking autographs or a 
few minutes of conversation. And 
Williams obliges them. 

The humble quarterback will tell 
you that he doesn’t deserve the 
attention. But he doesn’t mind it 
either. 

On the first day of spring practice, 
Williams offered a glimpse of his 
world. Here’s how it went: 


Photos by Robert K. O’Daniell/ The News Gazette 


With his class starting in 30 minutes, the quarterback is preparing to leave his tiny 
Scott Hall dorm room. “This is our closet,” Williams says as he welcomes his guests. 

On the second floor of the building, the room is mostly tidy. He shares the space with longtime 
friend and Illinois receiver Chris James. They share their food, drinks and socks, keeping them in 
a large bin. “We're not really here too much,” Williams says as the clock ticks toward his 10 a.m. 
class. 

Eight to 10 football players live in Scott Hall, which is a long Williams pass away from 
Memorial Stadium. They are placed there on purpose, leaving no excuses for being late to a 
meeting or practice. 

Though there are athletes in the building, it is not a jock dorm. 

“I’m a regular student,” Williams says. 

And, like regular students, Williams has days when he doesn’t want to get up. But he does. Just 
to make sure, Williams and James each set two alarms. They don't want to be late, especially for 
anything football-related. If you're tardy for a weightlifting session, you'll be spending an hour or 
more on the StairMaster as punishment. 

Williams wears a pair of long, blue Nike basketball shorts and a T-shirt that reads, 
“Love what you do and do what you love.” 

Williams is out the door, heading toward a bus stop across the street. The buses are 
free on campus, paid for in part by student fees. They stop every 10 minutes, at 9:08, 9:18, etc. 
Often, Williams will be chasing the bus to catch a ride. Not today. He actually is a minute or two 
early. 

After a quick bus ride, Williams jumps off in front of the Animal Sciences Lab. In 
Room 107, Williams, Illini cornerback Vontae Davis and about 20 others take in Lawrence 
Smith's Theatre 101 class. Today’s session is about the roles directors play in their work. 

Class ends and Williams goes back to the bus stop. A few students acknowledge 
him. Williams smiles back. While waiting on another bus, Williams pulls out one of his three cell 
phones and begins a quick text message. 

Why so many phones? According to Williams, each one of them has a specific purpose. The 
first is one he has had since the eighth grade. The second is for family, coaches, players and 
administrators, people who need to get to him immediately. And the third is a walkie-talkie-type 
phone for short conversations. 

Williams is a voracious text messenger. He sends 50 to 60 a day and receives that many back. 
Saves on the vocal chords, while giving his fingers a nimbleness test. 

After a short bus ride, Williams steps off near the Illini Union, a centerpiece of 
the campus. Williams meets up again with roommate James. On one of the first warm days of the 
spring, the south entrance is buzzing with activity. 


Juice jokes around at the Illini Union food court with 
teammates Chris Duvalt and Joe Morgan. 


They race down the stairs of the Union to the nearly empty food court. 
“There’s nobody in here,” James says. 
“That's good,” Williams says. “The lines are shorter.” 
The food choices are varied, but Williams and James pick McDonald’s. Williams orders a fish 
sandwich, Big Mac, fries and a drink. 
Williams has become supersized since arriving on the Illinois campus. He came in at 207 
pounds and is now at 231. But, as he is quick to point out, his body fat has dropped. 
“T got faster, too,” Williams says. 
As Williams and James finish up lunch, three freshman teammates — Chris 
Duvalt, tight end Jeff Cumberland and wide receiver Joe Morgan — join them. 
Duvalt is a cornerback and video game rival of Williams. 
“We've got practice in four hours,” Williams shouts to the group. 
With three receivers eating lunch together, the talk turns to the hard balls Williams throws. No 
sympathy coming from the quarterback, who figures faster passes are also more difficult for 
defenders to intercept. 


The group leaves the lunch room 
and moves onto the bustling Illinois Quad. 
“Go play Frisbee, y'all,” Williams says to no 
one in particular. 

Williams and his friends have 
small talk with a few coeds. Being the starting 
quarterback at a Big Ten school, Williams gets 
a fair share of interest from the opposite sex. 

“A very big target,” Williams says. “It’s fine. 
I have no choice but to resist temptation.” 

Williams has received some interesting 
propositions sent to his Facebook.com account. 

“Tm from Texas. Is there any way you can 
meet me halfway or you can come down here?” 
Williams says, quoting one offer. “It’s crazy. I 
cut it off in a nice way. I try not to be rude.” 

A guy from a pizza chain is 
handing out cards to all the students, offering 
free food. Williams is skeptical. 

“They're doing an experiment,” he jokes. 


After walking part of the Quad, the football group stops at a large concrete vent, 
near Wright Street. Illinois athletes have used the stoop as a hangout for years. They talk to 
students walking by and spend most of the time making fun of each other. In a nice way. Unless 
you have a thick skin, you might want to cross the street. 

Illinois receiver DaJuan Warren drives by and the group yells at him to stop. 
Warren finds a parking spot and joins Williams and friends. 

Illini defensive tackle Mike Ware drives up behind the group on a scooter. The 
others are interested, asking him the cost. 

The group breaks up, with Williams and Davis walking toward their next class. 


Williams and Davis arrive in 
Room 114 of David Kinley Hall. They are 20 
minutes early for RST 100: Society and 
Leisure, part of the sports management 
curriculum. Williams uses the time to send text 
messages from his spot near the back of the 
267-seat auditorium. 

The class is scheduled to run until 2:20, but 
Williams is hoping for an early dismissal. He 
needs to be at the football complex by 2:30. 

Superstar recruit Arrelious Benn 
makes it into his seat ahead of the teacher. He 
says a quick hello to Williams. For the Illini to 
have any success this season, the two need to be 
on the same page, and they have made a good, 
early connection. 

Professor Cindy Wachter, who 
has taught at the school for 12 years, is aware 
that Williams is in the 250-student class. 

“He’s  bright-eyed and bushy-tailed,” 


Wachter says. 

Wachter reminds the class to bring a pencil 
“or maybe two” for the upcoming exam. It will 
be 52 multiple-choice questions in 75 minutes. 


The lack of air conditioning in 

Kinley Hall is apparent. Williams wipes sweat 
off his head while taking notes. 
Williams pays attention to 
Wachter. Not everyone else in the class is as 
polite. Some read the newspaper. A woman 
sitting a row behind Williams eats a salad from 
a paper carton. A male student next to 
Williams draws on his own arms. 

While Wachter talks about 
“being in the zone” as it relates to the material, 
students are moving in and out of the room. 
Text messages are being sent. The professor 
deserves extra pay. 

To his credit, Williams’ only diversion 
during the 70 minutes is an occasional text 
message or a reach into his blue backpack. 
Otherwise, he grinds it out. 

While Wachter winds through the 
review, Williams is getting a bit antsy. He leans 
back into his chair. No yawning, but close. 

As Williams had hoped, class 
lets out a bit early. He heads back to the bus 
stop for a short ride to the football complex. 
Several players, including Benn, are on the 
same trek, 


Williams and the rest of the 
Illini walk briskly toward the football offices. 
While his teammates go straight to the first- 
floor locker room, Williams first stops to see 
offensive coordinator Mike Locksley and head 
coach Ron Zook. Neither is in, so Williams 
goes to get changed. 

Inside the spacious locker room, 
Williams changes into his shorts-only practice 
gear. He leaves the No. 7 practice jersey behind. 

The players split into meetings 
based on their positions. Williams goes into the 
offensive staff room with the rest of the 
quarterbacks, Locksley and graduate assistant 
Chris Pazan. When he first got to Illinois, 
Williams wasn't the focal point of the position. 
Now he is. There are questions from Locksley 
to Williams and the rest of the quarterbacks. 
Half the time, the lights are dimmed and the 
players watch film. When the lights come up, 
they go to the dry-erase board to talk specific 
plays and duties for that day’s practice. 
Williams listens and takes notes. 

After the meeting breaks up, 
Williams goes to the locker room to grab his 
practice jersey. 

Williams climbs the stairs at the 
back entrance of the locker room, which leads 
to east hall of the stadium. He walks through 
the huge doors onto the grass practice fields. 

The whistle blows and Williams 
goes to work on taking snaps — both 
conventional and shotgun — from center Ryan 
McDonald. Nothing is left to chance. A bad 
exchange in October might cost the team a 
game, so they work on it now. 

Another horn and it’s time to 
stretch. The starters at each position are at the 
front of the line. Williams wears a red 
quarterback jersey. The rest of the offense is in 
blue and the defense wears white. 


illiams and the rest of the 
quarterbacks throw passes to the receivers. 
Though it’s the first day of practice, the drill 
looks sharp. Williams and the receivers have 
been working on their own for months. 


Juice walks off the field with backup quarterback Eddie McGee after the first day of spring practice. 


During a team drill, Williams 
fires fastball after fastball. The receivers are 
supposed to catch it if it’s close, and most of the 
throws are complete. 

Zook isn’t completely thrilled with Williams’ 
workout and he lets him know it. 

“My first spring ball actually went very well, 
in my opinion,” Williams says. “(Zook) 
probably turned at the wrong time and saw me 
throw an incomplete pass. I think I did pretty 
well.” 

Williams spends time with 
Eddie McGee, who figures to be his backup. 

Zook calls the players to the 
center of the field for his daily talk. He reminds 
them what went right, what went wrong and 
points of emphasis for the next workout. The 
third-year coach can be emotional. 

Williams and McGee leave the 
field together. No interviews today for 
Williams, who sometimes isn't available to the 
media. This is one of those days. 

“Its a privilege (to talk to the press),” 
Williams says. “But when you take it away, I 
don’t think it’s a punishment.” 

A quick stop at his locker before 
Williams makes the 150-yard walk to dinner. 

The players eat dinner each day at 
the Varsity Room, which is underneath the 
south end of Memorial Stadium. The room is 
decorated in all things Fighting Illini, with 
orange and blue dominating the color scheme. 
It’s a cafeteria-style setup with a large salad bar, 
lunch meats and entrees. Williams picks out 
some chicken wings, spaghetti and fries. His 
favorite food — no shocker — is pizza. The 
quarterback sits at a table next to Zook. They 
have a good relationship; the quarterback feels 
comfortable enough to plop down in the 
coach’s office if he wants to talk. 

Williams finishes dinner and 
goes back to academic center in the northeast 
corner of the stadium. Freshmen are required to 


attend at least 10 hours of study hall each week. 
Williams stays for about 90 minutes, catching 
up on his reading and preparing for his 
upcoming exam. 

With his studying done, 
Williams goes out the door and walks back to 
Scott Hall. Back in his room, Williams relaxes, 
listens to the radio and talks on the phone. He's 
got a busy day ahead, with weight lifting at 
7 a.m. Williams and James set two alarms each. 
Just in case. 
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oulll have to pardon Kellen Lewis if 


he appears to be carrying the weight 

of the world upon his shoulders this 

fall. In Indiana football circles, it’s 

actually more important than that. 
Most people see Lewis on one side of the 
ball, and an oft-maligned defense as a whole 
as the keys to the Hoosiers being the answer 
to a most auspicious trivia question. 

Question: Which IU football team 
snapped the record streak of 13 consecutive 
seasons without a_ postseason bowl 
appearance? 

Answer: The 2007 Hoosiers. 

“We were so close last season, and I just 
think this team is more determined than 
ever,” says Lewis, who seized control of the 
quarterback position in a surprise 
performance as a freshman last season. 

Junior wideout James Hardy, who has 
nabbed 20 touchdown receptions in as many 
career games, says the quest for a bowl game 
is an all-consuming one for Indiana. 

“That's the one goal that stands out far 
above the others,” Hardy says. “Everyone 
wants to be on that team that finally plays 
one more game than we were to scheduled to 
play. I think we're getting closer and right 
now we're working really hard to get that 
goal.” 

Last year, IU opened the season 5—4 and 
needed one victory in the final three games to 
become the first team since the 1993 
Hoosiers to play in a bowl game. But season- 
ending losses to Minnesota, Michigan and 
Purdue left Indiana at 5-7 and on the 
outside looking in again. 

This season, the Hoosiers’ optimism is 
fueled mainly by the fact that Lewis has nine 
starts under his belt as a freshman, and even 
more important, that Indiana doesn’t play 
Michigan or Ohio State the next two seasons. 
Some feel that statistic alone means it’s now 
or never for the Hoosiers to once and for all 


end the 13-year drought. 


Quarterbacks A year ago, Blake Powers came 
into the season as the hot, experienced 
quarterback only to lose his job to the dual- 
threat Lewis, who can both run and throw 
the ball. Powers is still at [U this season, 
though he has moved to tight end. In his 
place, Lewis appears primed for another 
season that will bring on comparisons to 
former IU fleet-footed quarterback Antwaan 
Randle El. Last year, Lewis threw for 2,221 
yards with 14 touchdowns and_ seven 
interceptions. He was also [U's leading 
rusher with 441 yards and five more scores. 
He had one game last season, against 
Michigan State, where he accounted for six 
touchdowns — five throwing and one 
running. Backing him up will be redshirt 
freshman quarterback Ben Chappell, who 
emerged in the spring as a solid No. 2. 


National Forecast 60 Big 


7th 


Running Backs The Hoosiers return their top 
five running backs from a year ago, including 
Marcus Thigpen and Demetrius McCray, the 
tandem that got the bulk of the carries last 
year. Those two, along with Lewis, accounted 
nearly 80 percent of IU’s 392 rushes last 
season. Thigpen led the way with 387 yards 
on 98 carries, and McCray had 320 on 88 
attempts. The third back in the mix, 6'0", 
238-pound fifth-year senior Josiah Sears, is 
expected to play a key role this season as well. 
Sears ran for 232 yards (on a 5.8-yard 
average) last season as a junior. That 
threesome also combined to catch more than 
30 passes out of the backfield. 


NUMBERS GAME 


Opponents outscored 

Indiana by 82 points in the 

first quarter last season. The 

total tally was 130-48. 
Receivers This group is so deep that Nick 
Polk, IU’s third-leading receiver from a year 
ago, was able to make the switch to defensive 
back in the spring and may see snaps on 
both sides of the ball in 2007. The primary 
focus in the receiving corps is Hardy, who 
followed up his impressive freshman 
campaign in 2005 with another big effort 
last year. In two seasons, Hardy has caught 
112 passes for 1,615 yards and 20 
touchdowns. He had four receiving 
touchdowns against Michigan State last 
season, and has eight career 100-yard 
receiving games. He could threaten many of 
IU’s career records this season after just three 
years, and many expect this season to be his 
last in the cream and crimson. But he's far 
from a one-man show. James Bailey, 
Indiana's second-leading receiver who 
caught 40 balls last season, returns along 
with big play men Ray Fisher and Andrew 
Means, a tandem that combined to catch 44 
passes for 478 yards. Add in Brandon 
Walker-Roby and redshirt freshman 
Terrance Turner, who shined in the spring 
game, and IU has the makings of a very solid 
receiving corps. 


Ten Prediction 


Offensive Linemen With three key seniors 
lost to graduation, [U will be forced to play 
some young players up front, but the good 
news is that Terry Hoeppner and his staff 
were able to get a lot of true freshmen some 
starting experience last season. That should 
pay dividends in the future. Sophomore Pete 
Saxon earned five consecutive starts toward 
the end of the season at left guard, and 
sophomore Rodger Saffold made six starts at 
left tackle before missing the final two games 
with an injury. They join fifth-year seniors 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE HOOSIERS 


Defense, defense, defense. Indiana has 
had its share of potent offensive players 
in recent years, including Antwaan 
Randle El and Levron Williams in the not- 
so-distant past, and currently Kellen 
Lewis and James Hardy, to name a pair. 
But if IU is expected to finally become 
bowl eligible this season after a 13-year 
drought, the defense will need to show 
significant improvement. A better pass 
rush is paramount, while the linebackers 
need to have more of a presence and the 
secondary has to make more plays. Last 
season, opponents averaged 32.8 points 
per game while averaging 402.3 yards of 
offense, including 174.1 per game on the 
ground. Another key area will be whether 
or not a young offensive line develops 
and can give Lewis enough time in the 
passing game. It will help that Lewis can 
take off and run on a whim, but Terry 
Hoeppner’s Seven Blocks of Limestone 
(his seven-man offensive lineman 
recruiting group from the 2006 class) will 
need to step up in a hurry. With no 
Michigan and no Ohio State on the 
schedule, it’s time for the Hoosiers to 
make a move in the Big Ten. 
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Marcus Thigpen 


2007 SCHEDULE 


Indiana State W 
5 : at Western Michigan * 
S. 15 Akron Ww 
S. 22 Illinois J 
S. 29 at Iowa L 
0. 6 Minnesota W 
0.13 at Michigan State 3 
0. 20 Penn State L 
0. 27 at Wisconsin L 
N. 3 Ball State W 
N.10 at Northwestern _ AN 
N. 17 Purdue aL 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates 2 projected win or lass 


Chris Covatta 


John Sandberg and Charlie Emerson, who 
anchor the right side of the line at guard and 
tackle. Walk-on Ben Wyss appeared to secure 
the spot as the starting center in the spring, 
despite being a bit undersized at 6'1", 280. 


Defensive Linemen Three players who started 
the final seven games of the season together 
return up front in Greg Brown, Joe Kremer and 
Jammie Kirlew. Fifth-year senior Brian Faires 
and sophomore Kevin Burrus should 
contribute up front, as will Greg Middleton 
and Deonte Mack. The big question mark is 
whether the Hoosiers can mount some kind of 
a pass rush. Opposing quarterbacks were able 
to sit back and pick apart the IU secondary last 
year, and the Hoosiers managed just 14 sacks 
on the season. 


Linebackers Josh Bailey, who was one of IU’s 
most consistent defensive players at the Buck 
linebacker position, transferred after his 
freshman season last year. Many feel that a 
redshirt freshman may have helped Bailey make 
that decision. Will Patterson, who made five 
starts last year, emerged as the leading candidate 
at the Buck position by year’s end. He will be 
joined by Adam McClurg and Geno Johnson, 


RISING STAR 


Kellen Lewis jump started IU football 
by himself last fall when he threw for 
more than 2,200 
yards and 14 
touchdowns and 
was also the 
team’s leading 
rusher with 441 
yards and five 
scores. The fleet- 
footed 
quarterback will 
give opposing 
defenses fits this 


who combined to start 23 games last 
year. McClurg, a fifth-year senior, 
was IU’s fourth leading tackler last 
season and will be looked upon for 
his leadership this season, too. 
Sophomores Mandela Roberts and 
Matt Mayberry are also expected to 
compete for playing time, as is Justin 
Carrington, who was moved from 
running back to linebacker in the 
offseason. 


Defensive Backs The starting 
cornerbacks return, led by second 
team All-Big Ten selection Tracy 
Porter. Porter was third on the team 
in tackles last season and had four 
interceptions. Leslie Majors (four 
starts in 2006) and Chris Phillips 
(eight starts) will battle for the 
starting spot at the other corner. The 
safety positions are up for grabs with 
the graduation of Will Meyers and 
Troy Grosfield, but sophomore walk- 
on J.T. Owens, a high school 
teammate of Patterson at 
Indianapolis Lawrence North, 
emerged as a leading candidate for 
one of the jobs in the spring. Other 
guys to keep an eye on are former 
kicker Joe Kleinsmith, Austin 
Thomas, Brandon Mosley and Polk. 


Specialists Austin Starr returns as the 
placekicker, after hitting 12-of-15 field goals 
last season. He was 8-for-9 between 30 and 46 
yards with a long of 46. The punting job, 
however, is wide open following the graduation 
of four-year starter Tyson Beattie. True 
freshman Chris Hagerup enrolled in time for 
the spring semester this year. Hagerup averaged 
44.5 yards per punt as a high school senior but 
was inconsistent while participating in spring 
drills. Michael Hines is the other primary 
candidate for the job. Thigpen was one of the 
top kick returners in the country last season 
with a 30.1-yard average and a nation-leading 


TracypPorter 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Seven up This season marks the sixth 
time in IU history and second season in 
a row that the Hoosiers have had seven 


home games. The other years were 
1978 (4-3), 1993 (6-1), 1995 (2-5), 
1999 (3-4) and 2006 (3-4). 


Near misses Kicker Austin Starr was 


good on 8-of-9 field goals from beyond 


31 yards last season. However, he 


missed kicks from 25, 26 and 33 yards. 


Not so automatic Starr missed more 


year with his ability to take off and run 
at any moment. 


extra points last season (4) than he did 

field goals (3). 

Mr. Offense Kellen Lewis accounted for 

an average of 242 yards of total offense 
by himself last season, representing 66 

percent of IU’s offensive output. 


Whoops Indiana put the ball on the 
ground 28 times last season, losing 14 
fumbles. The Hoosiers ranked 82nd in 
the nation and eighth in the Big Ten in 
turnover margin (-.33 per game). 


Up and down The inconsistent Hoosiers 
scored seven points or less three times 
last season (vs. UConn, Ohio State and 
Michigan) and more than 30 points four 
times (vs. Western Michigan, Illinois, 
Towa and Michigan State.) 


three touchdowns. Porter averaged 18.6 yards 
per punt return, including an 86-yard 
touchdown against Western Michigan. 


SCOUTING THE HOOSIERS 


Opposing coaches size up Indiana: “They’re not a real consistent program. They’ll lose 
a game to Southern Illinois and come back and upset Iowa. That’s kind of their M.O. 
... They’ve got some decent skill, but they are a very average defensive team. They do 
a great job on offense. They really put their guys in the right places. ... The strain of 
dealing with the health issue of (Terry Hoeppner) obviously takes its toll on everybody. 
He’s the leader of the program. When he’s not around, it just brings some uncertainty 
to it. You can use it as a rally cry. ... I think (receiver) James Hardy is a guy who 
makes plays. I was really impressed with quarterback Kellen Lewis. I think he brought 
another dimension to them. Probably the best thing they did was go with him pretty 
early. ... What they’ve done defensively is very similar to what Terry (Hoeppner) did at 
Miami (Ohio). They were a 4-3 base, a lot of quarters (cover-4). And then on offense 
they’re more of a gun-spread team.” 


Chris Covatta 


2007 INDIANA ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT 
4 Chappell, Ben QB 63" «215 
6 Hass, Dustin QB 61" «210 
15 Lewis, Kellen QB él" = 177 
9 Suess, Will QB/WR 521" 175 
Running Backs POS HT WT 
22 McCray, Demetrius RB 511" 189 
27 Payton, Bryan RB 59" 208 
42 Sears, Josiah FB S60" =. 238 
2 Thigpen, Marcus RB 59" = 182 
Receivers POS HT WT 
6 Bailey, James WR 62" 205 
80. Banks, Chris WR 62" 179 
31 Canada, Jordan WR 60" 204 
47 Donnell, Taylor TE (63% 222 
7 Fisher, Ray WR 5% 167 
48 Harangody, Ty TEs Ge 239! 
82 Hardy, James WR 67 216 
34 Kocal, Jake WR 5'10" 182 
45 Kruse, Joe WR 58" 175 
86 Martin, Brad TE 64° 230 
13 Means, Andrew WR 60° 209 
14 Powers, Blake TE 64" 224 
84 Sanders, Jeff TE 64" 235 
88 Sexton, Nick TE 65" 250 
28 Taylor, Collin WR 60" 178 
81 Turner, Terrance WR 63" 200 
87 Wagner, Troy TE 65" 238 
19 Walker-Roby, Brandon WR 51" 182 
89 Zematis, Brian TE 63" 234 
Offensive Linemen POS HT WT 
73 Brewer, James OL 68" 295 
69 Edmundson, Sean OL 64" 287 
70 Emerson, Charlie OL 65" 266 
67 Faulkner, Cody OL 65" 306 
75 Incarnato, Chauncey OL 65" 283 
77 Love, Kenny OL 62" 290 
58 Moses, Matt OL 63" 290 
71 Perry, Alex OL 67" 250 
59 Reiter, Mike OL 62" 287 
76 Saffold, Rodger OL 65" 275 
50 Sandberg, John OL 62" 290 
64 Saxon, Pete OL 66" 310 
65 Schultz, Jerry OL 60" 240 
63 Smith, Jarrod OL 64" 278 
68 Stark, Mike OL 67 285 
78 Thomas, Kyle OL 64" «290 
61 Wyss, Ben OL 62" 280 
53 Bass, Emile DL 63" 288 
94 Boone, Fabiene DE 64" 240 
62 Brown, Greg OT 62" 30 
97 Burrus, Keith DL 62" 269 
85 Faires, Brian DE 63" 257 
57 Kirlew, Jammie DE 63" 250 
95 Kremer, Joe DT 62" 295 
55 Mack, Deonte OT 63" 275 
98 Middleton, Greg DE 63" 260 
96 Wolf, Arik DE 63" 238 
Linebackers POS HT WT 
38 Carrington, Justin 1B 60" = 204 
56 Johnson, Geno 1B 62" 210 
93 Lukaszewski, Jamie w Ss” 185 
35 Marando, Ryan LB 62" 240 
43 Mayberry, Matt 1B 62" 211 
51 McClurg, Adam B60" =. 230 
34 Patterson, Will LB 61" 222 
44 Petty, Kyle LB SS'11" 190 
49 Price, Isaac B61" «235 
10 Roberts, Mandela LB 60" = -220 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT 
12 Burks, Aaron DB OS'11" 190 
23° Burks, Adrian DB 60" 186 
21 Calhoun, Rayshun CB OS'10" 197 
18 Council, Richard cB. C6" «170 
17 Hampton, Bruce cB OS'10" 184 
36 Kinsey, Dan S 63" 198 
33 Kleinsmith, Joe OB S11" 190 
45 Kurz, Matt DB OS'11" 190 
28 Majors, Leslie cB CS" —-:170 
26 Mosley, Brandon S SO 299 
24 Owens, J.T. S. 60" 185 
16 Phillips, Chris cB" «185 
8 Polk, Nick S/WR 60" 200 
9 Porter, Tracy CB OSL" ‘181 
42 Ramsey, Major DB O58" «159 
20 Thomas, Austin See 200 
Specialists POS HT 

55 Bugg, Brandon tS 60" 226 
54 Bugg, Tim iS 60" 249 
93 Hines, Michael P5111” 199 
18 Starr, Austin K 62" 199 


CL Hometown 
Fr. Bloomington, IN 
Jr. Ocono, WI 


So. Jacksonville, FL 
Fr. Cedar Rapida, IA 
cL Hometown 
So. Brandon, FL 
So. Fort Wayne, IN 
Sr. Greenfield, IN 


Jr. Detroit, MI 
cL Hometown 
ur. Detroit, MI 
So. Alliance, OH 


Fr. Bloomington, IN 
So. Indianapolis, IN 
So. Cleveland, OH 
So. Schererville, IN 
dr. Fort Wayne, IN 
So. Valparaiso, IN 
Fr. Fort Wayne, IN 
Fr. Marion, OH 
So. Avon Lake, OH 
Sr. Brandenburg, KY 
Fr. Springfield, IL 
Sr. Bloomington, IN 


So. Carmel, IN 
Fr. Auburn Hills, MI 
So. O'Fallon, IL 


Jr. Indianapolis, IN 
So. Bloomfield, MI 
cL Hometown 
Fr. Indianapolis, IN 
dr. Greenwood, IN 


Sr. Westport, CT 
Fr. Tipton, IN 
Jr Dover, OH 


dr. Pennington, NJ 
dr. Columbus, IN 


Fr. Morris, IL 
So. Chesterfield, MO 
So. Bedford, OH 
Sr. Monon, IN 


So. Plain City, OH 
Fr. Mishawaka, IN 
Fr. Fairborn, OH 
Fr. Platteville, WI 
Jr Bloomington, IN 
Sr. Fort Wayne, IN 


Hometown 
So. Detroit, MI 
So. Evansville, IN 


dr. Centerville, OH 
So. Indianapolis, IN 
Sr. Indianapolis, IN 


So. Orlando, FL 
Sr. Urbana, OH 
Fr. Elkhart, IN 


So. Indianapolis, IN 
Jr Lawrenceburg, IN 


cL Hometown 
So. Leesburg, VA 
dr. Bartow, FL 


Fr. Mishawaka, IN 
dr. Lakewood, OH 
So. Darien, IL 
Sr. Greenwood, IN 
So. Indianapolis, IN 
Fr. Northbrook, IL 
dr Southfield, MI 


So. Lufkin, TX 
cL Hometown 
Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
Fr. Phoenix, AZ 
Jt Atlanta, GA 
Fr, Carrolton, TX 


So. University Hts, OH 
So. Wellsville, OH 
Jr. Cleveland, OH 
So. Glenview, IL 
Sr. South Holland, IL 
dr. Merrillville, IN 
So. — Indianapolis, IN 
Jr. Atlanta, GA 
So. Milwaukee, WI 
Sr. Port Allen, LA 


Sr. Kokomo, IN 
So. Woodstock, GA 
cL Hometown 


So. Mishawaka, IN 
Sr. Mishawaka, IN 
Sr. Fort Wayne, IN 
Jr. Logansport, IN 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (7) 


WR 82 James Hardy 
Andrew Means 
James Bailey 
Rodger Saffold 
Pete Saxon 

Ben Wyss 

John Sandberg 
Charlie Emerson 
TE Nick Sexton 

QB 15 Kellen Lewis 
RB 2 Marcus Thigpen 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


WR 81 __ Terrance Turner 
19 Brandon Walker-Roby 
7 Ray Fisher 

73 James Brewer 

78 Kyle Thomas 
Alex Perry 
Cody Faulkner 
Mike Stark 
Blake Powers 
Ben Chappell 
Demetrius McCray 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (8) 


DE Jamie Kirlew 

DT Joe Kremer 

DT Greg Brown 
Greg Middleton 
Will Patterson 
Adam McClurg 
Geno Johnson 
Tracy Porter 
Leslie Majors 
J.T. Owens 
Nick Polk 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


DE 85 _ Brian Faires 
53 Emile Bass 

Kevin Burrus 
Fabiene Boone 
Justin Carrington 
Matt Mayberry 
Mandela Roberts 
Bruce Hampton 
Chris Phillips 
Austin Thomas 
Joe Kleinsmith 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 18 Austin Starr dr 
93 Michael Hines Sr. 
KR 2 Marcus Thigpen Jr. 
Tracy Porter Sr. 

Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Terry Hoeppner 
Record at School: 9-12 (2 years) 
Career Record: 57-37 (8 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Bill Lynch 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: 

Brian George, Joe Palcic 
Bloomington, Ind. 

Memorial Stadium (52.180) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Chris Adkins CBG" 
Jeff Boyd DL 62" 
Kevin Burrus DL 62 
Dane Conwell LB 6'0" 
Zach Davis-Walker RB 5'8" 
Max Dedmond AE Oo} 
Jarrell Drane S 6'2" 
Matt Ernest WR 62" 
Mitchell Evans QB/S_  6'3" 
Josh Hager OL 67" 
Chris Hagerup Pp 65" 
Darius Johnson LB 6'0" 
Fred Jones DL 6'4" 
Andrew McDonald OL  6'5" 
Tan Reeves LB 60" 
Tyler Replogle LB 62" 
Teddy Schell QB O'S" 
Eric Thomas DL 64" 
Dennis Zeigler OL 67" 


176 
275 
295 
220 
176 
242 
178 
175 
190 
260 
205 
220 
242 
281 
220 
230 
210 
250 
315 


Indianapolis, IN 
Indianapolis, IN 
Indianapolis, IN 
Upper St. Clair, PA 
Plantation, FL 
Evansville, IN 
Plantation, FL 
Crown Point, IN 
West Milton, OH 
Florissant, MO 
Whitefish Bay, WI 
Highland Park, MI 
Tyrone, GA 
Indianapolis, IN 
Ferndale, MI 
Centerville, OH 
Barrington, IL 
Cleveland, OH 
Indianapolis, IN 


When Jerimy Finch, one of the nation’s top safeties, backed out 
of an IU verbal and decided to attend defending national champion 
Florida instead, Indiana’s recruiting class went from decent to 
ordinary. Three of Finch’s high school teammates from an 
Indianapolis Warren Central team that has won four consecutive 
large school state titles opted to sign with the Hoosiers, however, 
including defensive lineman Jeff Boyd, cornerback Chris Adkins 
and offensive lineman Andrew McDonald. Third-year coach Terry 
Hoeppner was most pleased with IU’s ability to add some players 
up front on defense in particular. The Hoosiers added four 
defensive linemen, including Boyd and Fred Jones from Tyrone, 
Ga., who Hoeppner believes can perhaps play right away this 
season. Max Dedmond, a 6'5", 242-pound tight end from 
Evansville, Ind., was heralded as the top tight end in the state and 


the fourth best prospect overall. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 5-7 (3-5 Big Ten) 
Date Opponent 
Western Michigan 
9 at Ball State 

16 Southern Illinois 
23 Connecticut 

30 Wisconsin 

7 at Illinois 

14 Iowa 

at Ohio State 

28 Michigan State 

4 at Minnesota 

11 Michigan 

. 18 at Purdue 
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2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing Att. 
Kellen Lewis 346 
Blake Powers 70 
Rushing Att. 
Kellen Lewis 124 
Marcus Thigpen 98 
Receiving Rec. 
James Hardy 51 
James Bailey 40 
Nick Polk 32 
Jahkeen Gilmore 28 


Result Score Att. 
W 39-20 30,733 
W 24-23 23,813 

L 28-35.. 31,156 
L 7-14 =. 27,256 
L 17-52 = 32,142 
Ww 34-32 43,006 
W 31-28 31,392 
L 3-44 105,267 
Ww 46-21 36,444 
L 26-63 44,610 
L 3-34 42,320 
L 19-28 62,105 
Comp. Yds. TD Int. 
190 2,221 14 7 
37-386 1 5 
Yds. = Avg. = TD 
441 3.6 5 
387 3.9 2 
Yds. Avg. =: 70 
722 142" 30 
401 10.0 0 
326 = -:10.2 1 
419 15.0 0 


Kicking: Austin Starr, 12-15 FGs, 28-32 XPs, 64 points 
Tackles: Will Meyers, 78; Troy Grosfield, 63 


Sacks: Kenny Kendal, 4 
Interceptions: Will Meyers, 5 


Returning Players in Bold 


National Forecast 


erhaps the only thing more startling 

than the rise of the Iowa football 

program under Kirk Ferentz has 

been its fall from glory the past two 

seasons. The same program that won 
31 of 38 games and two Big Ten titles from 
2002-04 has combined to finish just 13-12 
over the past two seasons. 

Fans figured that lowa’s 7—5 record in 
2005 was an aberration until last year’s team 
lost six of its last seven games to finish 6-7 
overall. You could argue that lowa, with 
Indiana, Northwestern and 
Minnesota, was the worst team in the Big 
Ten by the end of the 2006 regular season. 

The players redeemed themselves by 
nearly upsetting Texas in the Alamo Bowl, 
but the Iowa program is supposedly above 
accepting moral victories. 

Ferentz is one of the highest-paid college 


losses to 


coaches in the country, earning nearly $3 
million annually. He is still immensely 
popular with the fans and the media, but 
some of the glow has rubbed off. 

Ferentz said after last season that all the 
starting positions would be open during 
spring practice. And while that might have 
been the case at the beginning of spring 
practice, it was clear by the end that 
sophomore Jake Christensen would replace 
Drew Tate at quarterback. 

It was also clear that many questions still 
had to be answered. Iowa returns eight 
starters on defense and seyen on offense, but 
that isn’t necessarily good news. None of the 
15 returning starters made first-team All-Big 
Ten and only one, senior linebacker Mike 
Klinkenborg, made second-team. 


Quarterbacks What probably won't change 
between now and the start of the season is 
the situation at quarterback. Christensen 
didn’t play a lot last season as a redshirt 
freshman, but he played enough to have an 
edge over redshirt freshmen Arvell Nelson 
and Richard Stanzi. Christensen solidified 
his hold on the starting position during 
spring practice. He played in five games last 
season, including all of the Northern Illinois 
game when ‘Tate was injured. Christensen 
threw for over 200 yards and two touchdown 
passes during the 24-14 victory. Christensen 
is the son of a former NFL quarterback and 
was considered one of the top recruits in the 
2005 senior class coming out of the Chicago 
area. 


fuming Seeks Ic isn’t often that a running 
back goes from gaining over 1,300 yards as a 
sophomore to sharing the position as a junior 
and senior. But that’s what has happened to 
Albert Young during his up-and-down career 
at Iowa. Young rushed for 1,334 yards in 
2005, but he now shares the position with 
fellow senior Damian Sims. It’s hard to argue 


oth 


Big Ten Prediction 


with the results, considering they combined 
to rush for 1,443 yards and 13 touchdowns 
last season. Young was slowed by injuries, but 
he still rushed for a team-best 779 yards. He 
is currently eighth on Iowa's career rushing list 
with 2,205 yards, Sims averaged 5.0 yards per 
carry and is more of a breakaway threat than 
Young. Sims also excels as a kick returner. The 
plan is to redshirt junior bruiser Shonn 
Greene this season. Tom Busch has started 26 
consecutive games at fullback, but he is used 
almost exclusively as a blocker. 


NUMBERS GAME 


Iowa has lost five games by three 
points or less over the past two 
seasons. Iowa was 5-0 in games 
decided by three points or less in 
the three previous seasons. 


Receivers The emergence of receiver 
Dominique Douglas was one of the few 
bright spots last season. Douglas led all true 
freshmen in the country last season with 49 
catches, and his 654 receiving yards were 
second nationally. Douglas doesn’t have 
blazing speed, but he makes hard catches 
look easy, and he often turns bad throws into 
completions. He and speedy Andy Brodell 
will give lowa a formidable one-two punch at 
receiver, Brodell, a former high school sprint 
champion, had 159 receiving yards in the 
Alamo Bowl and finished with a team-best 
724 yards last season. Sophomore Trey Stross 
showed flashes while catching 13 passes for 
189 yards and one touchdown. Tony Moeaki 
is expected to replace Scott Chandler at tight 
end. Moeaki played extensively as a freshman 
and sophomore but was used mostly for 
blocking. He caught 11 passes for 140 yards 
and three touchdowns last season, but he also 
dropped some passes. 


Offensive Linemen Three important starters 
are gone from last season, including first-team 
All-Big ‘Ten pick Mike Jones (guard), second- 
team All-Big Ten pick Marshal Yanda (tackle) 
and three-year starter Mike Elgin, who played 
both center and guard. Junior Seth Olsen 
started five times at tackle and five times at 
guard last season. He now is listed as the 
starting right tackle, but that could change. 
Dace Richardson started eight times at left 
tackle last season but was slowed by a knee 
injury down the stretch, He'll enter preseason 
camp as the No. | left tackle. Rafael Eubanks 
also has experience after starting nine games 
at center in 2006. At guard, Iowa will go with 
Wesley Aeschliman and Andy Kuempel, but 
keep an eye on converted defensive lineman 
Alex Kanellis. Rob Bruggeman wont be in the 
mix after suffering a knee injury in the spring, 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE HAWKEYES 


Towa has to get back to doing the little 
things that it takes to win. That means 
playing well on special teams, forcing 


turnovers and being fundamentally 


sound. The Hawkeyes performed poorly 
in all three of those areas last season. 


There is plenty of talent at running back, 


which always helps when breaking in a 


new quarterback. Jake Cyristensen has a 


good pedigree as the son of a former 
NFL quarterback, but he is still 


inexperienced. He would be smart to use 


the running game as much as possible. 
This season could be another 
disappointment if the defensive linemen 
don’t improve as pass rushers. Iowa’s 


inability to pressure the quarterback was 
largely to blame for the problems on 


defense. Whether !ir Ferentz wants to 


admit it or not, the schedule is favorable. 


That’s always the case when you don’t 


play Ohio State and Michigan for two 


consecutive seasons. “All I know is we 


were 2—4 against those other six teams,” 


Ferentz said. “And that’s not including 


Penn State, who played in a January 


‘Bryan Mattison 


2007 SCHEDULE 


5 
15 
22 
29 


: 
Ss 
oy 
3: 
0. 
0. 1 
0.2 
O2 
N. 
N. 
N. 


6 
3 
0 
7 
3 
0 
7 


1 
1 


# Northern Illinois 
Syracuse 

at Iowa State 

at Wisconsin 
Indiana 

at Penn State 
Illinois 
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*Games in bold represent games crucial to the seasan. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Chris Covatta 


The fall of the defensive 
line was one of the biggest mysteries and 
disappointments to last season. Four 
underclassmen started at the end of 2005, 
sending hopes skyward heading into last 
season. But instead of being an asset, the 
defensive line became a liability. The unit's 
inability to pressure the quarterback affected 
the entire defense, especially the secondary. 
They'll have another go-round this year, as all 
four starters return. Defensive ends Ken 
Iwebema and Bryan Mattison lead the pack, 
but that’s about it. Former high school All- 
American Ryan Bain was unwilling to accept a 
reserve role and quit the team less than a week 
after the end of spring practice, saying, through 
his father, that he wanted to transfer to a school 
where he could start. Bain didn’t help his 
chances of starting at lowa by being arrested for 
public intoxication, disorderly conduct and 
interfering with officials’ acts on the final 
weekend of spring practice in April. But now 
he’s gone, leaving junior starters Mitch King 
and Matt Kroul as the only experienced 
defensive tackles on the team. Kanellis could 
always switch back to defense, but he changed 
positions because he didn’t want to play behind 
the four returning starters. 


Seniors Mike Klinkenborg and 
Mike Humpal both return after starting 12 


Receiver skipped his 
final semester of high school in 2006 to 
get a head start 
on college, but he 
redshirted 
anyway. Cleveland 
now appears 
ready to make an 
impact after 
performing well 
during spring 
practice. He 
attended the 
same high school in Baytown, Texas, as 
former Iowa quarterback Drew Tate. 


“T think their program may have maxed out a little 
bit. Maybe help is on the way, but it was a big drop-off from 2005 to last year. ... I 
think (quarterback) Drew Tate, he was kind of an enigma for them. He could be hot or 
he could be very, very cold. ... (Defensive end) Kenny Iwebema, he’s a good player. 
He’ll be an impact player for them. He’s a guy that when you gameplan, you’ve got to 
know what he’s doing. ... Defensively, what they do from a schematic standpoint, they 
know their weaknesses. Their defensive coordinator, Norm Parker, does a great job for 
what they have, putting them in the right positions. ... Defensively, I saw them 
improve. I was extremely impressed by the way they played against Texas in the bowl 
game. They’re as well-coached of a team as there is in the country.” 


games apiece last season. Neither is 
in the same class as former Hawkeye 
stars Chad Greenway and Abdul 
Hodge, but they are steady and 
dependable. Klinkenborg made 
second-team All-Big Ten last season 
after leading the team with 129 
tackles. Humpal is expected to play 
inside linebacker after being on the 
outside last year. He finished with 49 
tackles and three interceptions. 
Sophomore A.J. Edds, a converted 
tight end, will enter fall camp as the 
third starter. He played mostly on 
special teams as true freshman. 


Brett Greenwood’s 
improbable rise from redshirt 
freshman walk-on to starting free 
safety was one of the major storylines 
during the spring. Greenwood has 
performed so well since arriving on 
campus that his teammates are 
comparing him to former Iowa safety 
Sean Considine, who now plays for 
the Philadelphia Eagles. “He's sort of 
my role model,” Greenwood says of 
Considine, who also came to Iowa as 
a walk-on. Junior Harold Dalton and 
sophomore Marcus Wilson also will 
compete for playing time at the two 
safety positions. Wilson played more 
than Dalton last season, but Dalton was ahead 
of him on the depth chart at the end of spring 
practice. The situation appears stable at the two 
cornerback positions, where seniors Charles 
Godfrey and Adam Shada both return. 


The program's rise to national 
prominence under Ferentz was marked by 
solid play on special teams. But that changed 
last season, even with an experienced kicker 
and punter in the lineup. lowa must rediscover 
the attitude that made it a force on special 
teams while breaking in a new kicker and 
punter. Austin Signor has the advantage at 
kicker over redshirt freshman Daniel Murray 
while Ryan Donahue should assume punting 
duties. Donahue was considered the top high 
school punter in the country as a senior in 
2005. 


x j 
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Defensive lineman Ryan Bain 
and defensive back Justin Edwards 
transferred from Iowa following spring 
practice. Both players were top reserves 
at their positions but said they didn’t 
see a future with the Hawkeyes. 


There haven’t been 
many coaching changes under Kirk 
Ferentz, but one did occur after last 
season. Ron Aiken resigned after eight 
seasons as defensive line coach to 
accept the same position with the 
Arizona Cardinals. Rick Kaczenski, who 
served as a graduate assistant the 
previous two seasons, replaced Aiken. 


Ferentz became Iowa’s 
second all-time winningest coach last 
season, moving ahead of the legendary 
Forest Evashevski. Ferentz has 55 
victories, including 34 in the Big Ten. 
Evashevski won 52 games, including 33 
in the Big Ten, from 1952-60. Hayden Fry 
is Iowa’s all-time winningest coach with 
143 victories, including 96 Big Ten wins. 


Alex Kanellis and Tyler 
Blum switched to the offensive line in 
hopes of gaining more playing time. 
Kanellis was a reserve defensive end in 
each of his first two seasons, whereas 
Blum played sparingly at tight end. 


Chris Covatta 


2007 IOWA ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 
6 Christensen, dake QB 61" 205 So. Lockport, IL 
8 Nelson, Arvell QB 64" «175 Fr. Cleveland, OH 
12 Stanzi, Richard QB 64" 200) Fr Mentor, OH 
Running Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
31 Brown, Dana RB S110" 203 So. Clairton, PA 
35 Busch, Tom FB 5'11" 231 = Sr. Cottage Grove, MN 
23 Greene, Shonn RB S111" 225. Sicklerville, NJ 
38 McLaughlin, Jordan FB 60" «227s ut. Belmond, IA 
46 Morse, Brett FB S63" =«-220—Ss*F. Willowbrook, IL 
19 O'Meara, Paki RB S11" 205 «Fr. ~—s Cedar Rapids, IA 
28 Sims, Damian RB 59" 185 Sr. Boynton Beach, FL 
21 Young, Albert RB 510" 209 Sr Moorestown, NJ 
Receivers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
40 Amendola, Richie TER OST a5 nso: Coralville, IA 
84 Bowman, Anthony WR 511" 165 So. Detroit, MI 
80 Brodell, Andy WR 63" 193 dr Ankeny, IA 
26 Chaney Jr, Paul WR 5" 160 Fr. St. Louis, MO 
89 Cleveland, James WR 61" 185 Fr. Baytown, TX 
97 Cox, Lucas TE 64" 247) dr Springdale, PA 
88 Douglas, Dominique WR 61" 186 So. Detroit, MI 
26 Gerstandt, Tyler WR 66" 220 So. Cherokee, IA 
9 Johnson-Koulianos,D. WR 61" 205 Fr. Campbell, OH 
81 Moeaki, Tony TE 64" 250 dr Wheaton, IL 
83 Myers, Brandon TE 64" 242 Jr Prairie City, IA 
85 Sabers, Michael TE 65" 240) dr Towa City, IA 
86 Stross, Trey wR 63" 190 So. Avon Lake, OH 
Offensive Linemen POS HT Wick Hometown 
75 Aeschliman, Wesley G 68" 315) dr Bloomfield, IA 

Blum, Tyler Tee G6) (260> «So. Walnut, IA 
8 Bruggeman, Rob OL 63" 280 Jr Cedar Rapids, IA 
60 Calloway, Kyle T 67" 295 So. Belleville, IL 
74 Doering, Dan G 65" 290 So. Barrington, IL 
52 Eubanks, Rafael C63" | :2EE0T So. St. Paul, MN 
56 Haganman, Kyle QL 65" 262) Fe Osage, IA 

Kanellis, Alex OL 64" 281 dh Towa City, IA 
68 Kuempel, Andy G 67" 295 So. Cedar Rapids, IA 
61 Meade, Travis G 62° 280 So. Towa City, IA 
59 Narinskiy, Anton C 64" 260 dr Chagrin Falls, OH 
71 Olsen, Seth 1) 65) 2300) wk Omaha, NE 
78 Richardson, Dace T 66" «3060 «Ur Wheaton, IL 
63 Vandervelde, Julian OL 63" #275) Fr Davenport, IA 
94 Clayborn, Adrian DEP Ss! T2504: St. Louis, MO 
56 Dunn, Rashad OT. 63" (290) dk Evans, GA 
93 Ewen, Ettore OT 60" 275) Ur Tampa, FL 
55 Geary, Chad DE 63" 220 So. Tipton, IA 
92 Iwebema, Kenny DE 64° 270) Sr Arlington, TX 
91 Jackson, Vernon DL 61" 265 So. Orlando, FL 
47 King, Mitch OT 63" 264 Jt Burlington, IA 
95 Klug, Karl DE 64" 220) Fr. Caledonia, MN 
53 Kroul, Matt OT 63" 271 Jr Mount Vernon, IA 
72 Mahmens, Mark DL 63" 250 So. Goose Lake, IA 
99 Mattison, Bryan DE 63" 272) St Mishawaka, IN 
90 McCracken, Grant DE 63" 245 dr Ankeny, IA 
58 Oberland, Jared DL 60" 242 Jr Whitefish Bay, WI 
Linebackers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
43 Angerer, Pat MLB 61" 222 So. Bettendorf, IA 
49 Edds, Au. OLB 64" 224 So. Greenwood, IN 
41 Gattas, Bryon WLB 6" 233° Sr Mt. Prospect, IL 
44 Humpal, Mike WLB 62" 232 Sr New Hampton, IA 
42 Hunter, Jeremiha OLB 62" 217” Fr. York, PA 
59 Isgrig, Jon LBTY GU 23555 ise Newton, IA 
48 Johnson, Troy (8° Oe" 215) Fr Lakeland, FL 
40 Klinkenborg, Mike MLB 62" 240) Sr. Rock Rapids, IA 
37 McGrath, Gavin LB 62° 231 Jr ‘Cedar Rapids, IA 
57 Morio, Mike WW 62° 233 Fr Palo, IA 
44 Petersen, Ross OU 205) es. Durant, IA 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
2 Dalton, Harold SS 61° 192 Ur Camden, Nd 
3 Evans, Ben DB 60" 170 Fr Towa City, IA 
29. Fletcher, Bradley CB 62" 195 Jr Youngstown, OH 
16 Gardner, Drew DB S10 178) Sr Cherry Hill, NU 
13 Godfrey, Charles cB 6" «208 Sr. Baytown, TX 
30 Greenwood, Brett FS 60" 185 Fr Bettendorf, IA 
36 Herbst, Taylor DB 61" 220 So. Dubuque, IA 
20 Kuchel, Nick OB Sil" 184 Fr. Kingsley, IA 
17 Murphy, Jayme DB: St e215i° | Fr Dubuque, IA 
34 Rowell, Chris DB 6" 187 So. Warrensville Hts., OH 
19 Shada, Adam CB) 60", 185! Sr. Omaha, NE 
32 Smith, Derrick DB 60" #195” Fr Cleveland, OH 
45 Spievey, Amari CB O60" «(175 Fr Middletown, CT 
33 Tarpinian, Jeff DB 63" 205” Fr. Omaha, NE 
18 Tillison, Lance SS 62 9205 a0 Seffner, FL 
11 Wilson, Marcus FS 63" 198 So. Pennsauken, NU 
Specialists POS HT WT CL Hometown 
5 Donahue, Ryan P/K 63" 180 Fr. Evergreen Park, IL 
77 Huntrods, Clint IS St a270) Sr Collins, TA 
2 Murray, Daniel Ki 250% 175. Fr Towa City, IA 
65 Olszta, Daniel IS; (SUE 2072'S New Lenox, IL 
12 Signor, Austin K 64 230 So. Urbandale, IA 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (7) 

Pos. No. Name Class 
WR 80 Andy Brodell Jr 
WR 88 Dominique Douglas So. 
tT 78 Dace Richardson Jr 
LG 68 Andy Kuempel So. 
c 52 Rafael Eubanks So. 
RG 75 Wesley Aeschliman Jr. 
RT 71 Seth Olsen Jr. 
TE 81 Tony Moeaki Jr. 
QB 6 Jake Christensen So. 
FB 35 Tom Busch Sr. 
RB 21 Albert Young Sr. 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos, No. Name 
WR 89 James Cleveland 
WR 86 __ Trey Stross 
60 Kyle Calloway 
74 Dan Doering 
59 Anton Narinskiy 
Travis Meade 
Tyler Blum 
Brandon Myers 
Arvell Nelson 
Jordan McLaughlin 
Damian Sims 


Pos. Name 

DE Kenny lwebema 
DT Mitch King 

DOT Matt Kroul 

DE Bryan Mattison 
OLB A.J. Edds 

MLB Mike Klinkenborg 
WLB Mike Humpal 

CB Charles Godfrey 
cB Adam Shada 

SS Harold Dalton 

FS Brett Greenwood 


Nome 

Adrian Clayborn 
Ettore Ewen 
Rashad Dunn 
Chad Geary 
Jeremiha Hunter 
Pat Angerer 
Bryon Gattas 
Bradley Fletcher 
Amari Spievey 
Lance Tillison 
Marcus Wilson 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Pos. No. Name 

12 Austin Signor 
Ryan Donahue 
Albert Young 
Andy Brodell 


KR 21 
PR 80 


Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Kirk Ferentz 
Record at School: 55-43 (8 years) 
Career Record: 67-64 (11 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Ken O'Keefe 


Class 


So. 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


Defensive Coordinator: Norm Parker 


lowa City, lowa 
Kinnick Stadium (70,585) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Christian Ballard TES KGa 3270 
Jordan Bernstine DB DSI" 200 
Broderick Binns DEY “62% 245: 
Bryan Bulaga OL 66" 290 
Jacody Coleman IB. 63" 240 
Lebron Daniel DE 62 220 
Mike Daniels DT «66" 240 
Bruce Davis PB. 56 7225 
Cedric Everson DB 6d" «175, 
Zach Furlong ewe O5e" aeece 
Adam Gettis OL 64" 235 
Cody Hundertmark DT 6'4" 260 
Marvin McNutt QB 64" 195 
Diauntae Morrow DB 60" =190 
Dezman Moses LB 62 215 
Tyler Nielsen LB 3648. 215 
devon Pugh RB 5'10" 210 
Allen Reisner TEs 203" | 1220 
Colin Sandeman WR 61" = 195 
Abe Satterfield DB él" =180 
Tyler Sash DB él" ~=200 
Markus Zusevics OL 6's” 240 


Lawrence, KS 
Des Moines, IA 
St. Paul, MN 
Crystal Lake, IL 
Beaumont, TX 
Cleveland, OH 
Blackwood, Nu 
Cleveland, OH 
Detroit, MI 
Xenia, OH 
Frankfort, IL 
Humboldt, TA 
St. Louis, MO 
Cleveland, OH 
Willingboro, NJ 
Humboldt, TA 
Naples, FL 
Marion, IA 
Bettendorf, IA 
Erie, PA 
Oskaloosa, TA 
Arlington Hts., IL 


This is a typical Ferentz recruiting class on paper in that it ranks 
somewhere in the middle of the Big Ten. Ferentz’s crew took 
advantage of the coaching change at Iowa State by signing the top 
five in-state prospects, including All-America safety Jordan 
Bernstine from Des Moines. Ferentz also had a pleasant surprise 
on Signing Day when star defensive back Cedric Everson from 
Detroit de-committed from Michigan State and signed with the 
Hawkeyes. Everson intercepted 15 passes as a junior and finished 
with over 4,900 all-purpose yards in high school. He and Bernstine 
could play immediately as return specialists. Offensive lineman 
Bryan Bulaga is one of the few star recruits from Illinois who 


didn’t sign with the Illini. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 6-7 (2-6 Big Ten) 
Date Opponent 

2 Montana 

9 at Syracuse 

16 Towa State 

23 at Illinois 

30 Ohio State 

7 Purdue 

at Indiana 

21 at Michigan 

28 Northern Illinois 
4 Northwestern 
11 Wisconsin 

18 at Minnesota 
#Texas 
#Alamo Bowl 
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2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing Att, 
Drew Tate 352 
Jason Manson 36 
Jake Christensen 35 
Rushing Att. 
Albert Young 178 
Damian Sims 132 
Receiving Rec. 
Dominique Douglas 49 
Scott Chandler 46 
Andy Brodell 39 


591 
724 


Att. 
41-7 = 70,585 
20-13 37,199 
27— 170 Z0:585 
24-7 43,066 
17-38 = 70,585 
47-17 — 70,585 
28-31. © 31392 
6-20 110,923 
24-14 = 70,585 
7-21 70,585 
21-24 = 70,585 
24-34 64,140 
24-26 65,875 
Yds. TO Int. 
2,623 net wile) 
210 1 4 
285 2 2 
Avg. 70 
4.4 7 
5.0 6 
Avg. = T0 
13.3 2 
12.8 6 
18.6 5 


Kicking: Kyle Schlicher, 13-20 FGs, 32-33 XPs, 71 points; 
Austin Signor, 2-2 FGs, 5-5 XPs, 11 points 
Jackles: Mike Klinkenborg, 129; Edmond Miles, 100 


Sacks: Bryan Mattison, 6.5 


Returning Players in Bold 


National Forecast 


an you start a season by mentioning 

the final game on the schedule? 

When its Michigan that’s an 

absolute. The Wolverines will never 

overlook an opponent, but not a 
week will go by when they wont think about 
their Nov. 17 date with Ohio Strate. 
Michigan has lost five of its last six against 
the Buckeyes, with the last Michigan win 
coming in 2003. Of course, to set that up as 
a key game — like last season — they need 
to win the first 11. 

Once again motivation will not be an issue 
for the Wolverines. They still have to get the 
nasty taste out of their mouths from 
finishing last year with two losses (at Ohio 
State, to USC at the Rose Bowl) after 
beginning the season with 11 straight wins. 

I's the last chance for the core of the 
offense — quarterback Chad Henne, 
tailback Mike Hart and left tackle Jake Long. 
This trio is driven, competitive and poised, 
and when they talk, their teammates listen. 
Coach Lloyd Carr could not ask for a 
stronger leadership core, and he will depend 
on them heavily throughout the run. 

The seniors have never beaten Ohio State 
— something that obviously doesn’t sit well. 
In addition, they have never ended the 
season with a win. Michigan has lost four 
straight bowl games, including three in the 
Rose Bowl. 

The schedule could not be much better. 
The Wolverines play their first four games at 
home, and Notre Dame and Ohio State are 
among their eight home games. The key 
stretch will come in November when they 
play at Michigan State, at Wisconsin and 
then Ohio State in Ann Arbor to wrap up the 
season. 

This team has the talent to win at least as 
many games as last season. The only issue is 
whether the defense, which is lacking in 
experience, can grow up fast. 


Uvarlerbacks Now in his fourth full 

year as the starter, Henne should be 

more comfortable in the pocket this 

season after studying tapes of former 
Wolverine and Super Bowl MVP Tom Brady. 
Henne has set goals for himself each season, 
and he says the focus of this offseason has 
been his pocket presence. Henne is the 
stabilizing force of an offense that helped 
Michigan win its first 11 games last season. 
His numbers were down a bit, with career 
lows in yards (2,508) and touchdowns (22), 
but his completion percentage was up (61.9), 
and he threw only eight interceptions. Those 
are numbers Carr can live with. Henne’s 
backup figures to be true freshman Ryan 
Mallett, who enrolled in January and went 
through spring practice. Mallett has the size 
(6'6", 247) and arm strength to be a starter at 
Michigan. But for now, this is Henne’s team. 


2nd 


Running Hacks It all starts with Hart, 

a Heisman contender who rushed for 

a career-high 1,562 yards during a 

banner junior season. After minor 
offseason surgery on his left shoulder, Hart is 
healthy, and his competitiveness is 
contagious. Expect sophomore Brandon 
Minor to step up to the No. 2 spot with 
Kevin Grady possibly out for the season 
following major knee surgery in April. Minor 
made major strides in the offseason, 
especially in pass protection. Initially, there 
was a concern about depth at fullback, but 
that was erased with the emergence of true 
freshman Vince Helmuth, walk-on Mark 
Moundros and Quintin Patilla, who moved 
over from linebacker. Offensive coordinator 
Mike DeBord was pleased with the play of 
this group in the spring. 


NUMBERS GAME 

Senior tailback Mike Hart has 
2 9 touchdowns. When he rushes 
for 100 yards or more the 


started 29 games in his 
Wolverines are an impressive 17-2. 


Ten Prediction 


career and scored 29 


Receivers It seems each season the 
Wolverines lose a big-time receiver, and each 
season the receiving corps steps up as a team 
strength. With Steve Breaston (58 catches as 
a senior) gone, the door is open for Mario 
Manningham and Adrian Arrington to take 
on even larger roles. Arrington’s off-field 
problems in the offseason could be a factor 
here, Still, the Wolverines like their depth at 
this position. Sophomore Greg Mathews’ 
confidence has been boosted with a top- 
notch showing in the spring. His route- 
running and hands have been compared to 
former Wolverine Jason Avant. Expect 
Henne to also target LaTerryal Savoy, 
another receiver who has the talent to step up 
to the front of the line. Junior tight end Mike 
Massey, who caught eight passes and started 
a pair of games last year, should serve as an 
integral part of the offense. 


Olfensive Linemen Long's decision to return 
for his senior season was huge for the 
Wolverines’ hopes this year. Possibly the best 
tackle in the country, Long protects Henne’s 
blind side, makes everyone around him 
better and provides leadership for the entire 
team. Guards Adam Kraus and Alex Mitchell 
bring some more experience to a line that 
will be in its second season working with 
zone blocking schemes. Justin Boren may be 
left-handed and has never played the 
position, but he seems a natural fit at center. 
He is smart player, and he benefited from 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE WOLVERINES 


The veteran offense must carry this team. 
There’s no time for jitters or major 
adjustments for this experienced group, 
especially with Oregon, Notre Dame and 
Penn State coming to Ann Arbor in 
September. Once again, Chad Henne will 
be the trigger man, but the key will be the 
running game. A year ago, the Wolverines 
ranked second in the Big Ten in rushing 
(175.5 ypg), taking pressure off Henne 
and the passing attack. The backfield 
won’t be as deep this year, due to Kevin 
Grady’s torn ACL, but Mike Hart is good 
enough to carry the load, provided he 
remains healthy. Last year, coordinator 
Mike DeBord installed a new run-blocking 
scheme, and the running attack 
flourished. The defense, which took a big 
hit with several key starters gone, will be 
forced to mature quickly. Defensive 
coordinator Ron English is known as an 
excellent teacher; his skills will be put to 
the test this fall. The defensive line could 
be the strength of the unit, thanks to the 
heavy rotation English employs up front. 
Young players like Terrance Taylor and 
Brandon Graham could be ready to shine. 
The schedule, which features eight home 
games, isn’t overly taxing. The Wolverines’ 
season will likely come down to mid- 
November, when they battle Wisconsin in 
Madison before hosting Ohio State. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


Appalachian State W 
S. 8 Oregon Ww 
S. 15 Notre Dame = W 
S. 22 Penn State Ww 
S. 29 at Northwestern W 
0. 6 Eastern Michigan Wi. 
0.13 Purdue a 
0. 20 at Illinois W fs 
0. 27 Minnesota Ww 
N. 3 at Michigan State W fs 
N.10 at Wisconsin * 
N.17 Ohio State * s 
*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. F 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 2 


working with Henne during the spring. The 
biggest question mark on the line falls at right 
tackle. The competition has been fierce, but 
look for Steve Schilling to get a good look. 


Coordinator Ron English 
has more than a few worries on defense because 
he has more than a few holes to fill. But the line 


is not one of his concerns, despite the loss of 


All-America tackle Alan Branch. Tackle 
Terrance “Ball of Muscle” Taylor made an 
impact last year and will set the tone. While 
experience is a factor elsewhere defensively, 
juniors Will Johnson and Tim Jamison should 
solidify a line that will also feature up-and- 
coming ends Brandon Graham and Greg 
Banks. 


Carr was so desperate for 
experience at linebacker that he went the junior 
college route to bring in Austin Panter. It’s a 
rarity for Carr, but Panter’s maturity could be 
just the ticket at middle linebacker. Holdover 
John Thompson will also be in the mix in the 


RISING STAR 


Sophomore wide receiver Greg 
Mathews possesses the hands, speed 
and route-running ability to make a 
significant impact 
this fall. At 6'3" 
and 207 pounds, 
he plays tough 
and physical. He 
had only seven 
catches last 
season, a number 
that figures to 
climb dramatically 
< as he takes ona 
larger role in the Michigan offense. 


SCOUTING THE WOLVERINES 


Opposing coaches size up Michigan: “Right now, the word out is that there is some 
uncertainty how much longer Lloyd Carr will be there. That’s starting to take some 
dividends out of their recruiting. People are really starting to use that against them. 
They’ve had a lot of turnover the last couple years, which isn’t the Michigan way from 
a coaching staff standpoint. They’re bringing in new guys. ... They have the most back 
from an experience standpoint in the league. ... It starts with Mike (Hart) and Chad 
(Henne) and up front. ... They’ve got a lot back on offense. You kind of flip them and 
Ohio State over. They’ve got a lot back on offense, but they graduated a lot on 
defense. They’re a program that obviously is talented. They have enough players to 
win it all. ... They probably weren’t as explosive a team last year offensively as they 
had been, but they had such a great defense, so they didn’t have to be. They kept 
teams close and they were able to just pound you and use all their different weapons. 
... They’ve got to be one of the top offensive teams coming back in the conference. 
They’ve got the running back, they’ve got the receivers, they’ve got the well-coached 
offensive line, a quarterback who’s a seasoned veteran. They’ve got all the elements.” 


middle. Senior Shawn Crable had a 
breakout season last year on the 
strong side but was surrounded by 
big-time talent. He's going to have to 
make an impact as a leader now that 
David Harris and Prescott Burgess 
are gone. Jonas Mouton, who made 
the move from safety, will be a factor 
on the weak side, along with Chris 
Graham, a four-game starter last 
year. English likes the talent at 
linebacker, but he understands there 
will be some growing pains with this 
young unit. 


Cornerback 
Morgan Trent has never been shy 
about his boast that he's the speediest 
(and best-dressed) Wolverine on the 
squad, After 11 starts a year ago, the 
light has clicked on for Trent. 
Replacing future NFL corner Leon 
Hall is no easy task, but there are a 
handful of candidates eager to prove 
themselves. Johnny Sears has a bit of 
experience, while Doug Dutch does 
not — at this position anyway. 
Dutch made the move from the 
receiving corps in the offseason. True 
freshman Donovan Warren is also 
expected to get playing time. Jamar 
Adams holds down one safety spot, 
while the other starting assignment likely will 
go to speedy sophomore Stevie Brown or 
former cornerback Charles Stewart. 


A kicker is not always appreciated 
until he’s gone, but the Wolverines realize they 
will miss Garrett Rivas. Bryan Wright and K.C. 
Lopata will now get their chance. Punter 
Zoltan Mesko possesses the experience and the 
power to have a banner season; he had eight 
punts of 50 yards or more last year. Breaston 
will be missed as a return specialist, but the 
Wolverines have a group of speedsters who will 
get their shot. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Just a clean-up Tailback Mike Hart 
underwent offseason shoulder surgery, 
although he prefers to call it a “‘clean- 
up.” It was a preemptive move on a 
situation that was not serious, plus it 
gave him some much-needed rest. 


A long way from Kansas Austin Panter is 
only the second junior college player 
Lloyd Carr has signed as Michigan’s head 
coach. Panter played eight-man high 
school football at Kensington (Kan.) High. 
It was quite an adjustment coming to 
Ann Arbor from Butler (Kan.) Community 
College. Wait until he runs into a stadium 
of 111,000 screaming fans. 


Bloodlines Mark Moundros walked on at 
fullback and earned a full scholarship 
starting this fall. He follows in the steps 
of his brother Kirk, who was a fullback at 
Michigan (1998-2002). 


Changing up Several Wolverines changed 
positions over the offseason. Charles 
Stewart went from cornerback to safety, 
Jonas Mouton to linebacker from 
defensive back, receiver Doug Dutch 
moved to cornerback and fullback Andre 
Criswell is now a tight end. Carlos Brown 
tried to move to cornerback, but he’ll 
once again line up at tailback. 


Bruce Schwartzman 


ATHLONSPORTS MARKETPLACE 


EXPERIENCE GAME DAY 
GAMEDAY 


MICHIGAN FOOTBALL 


Athlon Sports and Triumph Books have teamed up to bring you GAME DAY, 
a series of books covering sport’s most legendary programs. 
With stunning visuals, vivid full-color photography and lively text, 
the GAME DAY books shine the spotlight on the greatest players, teams, 
coaches, rivalries and moments in the history of these great schools. 
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2007 MICHIGAN ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 
12 Cone, David QB 66" «214 Fr. Statesboro, GA 
19 Forcier, Jason QB 62" 208 So. San Diego, CA 
7 Henne, Chad QB 6'2" 224 Sr. Wyomissing, PA 
15 Mallett, Ryan QB 66" «247” Fr Texarkana, AR 
8 Sheridan, Nick QB 61" 207” Fr. Saline, MI 
Running Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
23 Brown, Carlos CB/RB 60" 202 So. Franklin, GA 
24 Grady, Kevin RB 5" 218 So. Grand Rapids, MI 
20. Hart, Mike RB SM" «6196 Sr Syracuse, NY 
32 Helmuth, Vince FBG" 245s. Saline, MI 
21 Milano, Mike RB 57" 187 So. — Rocky River, OH 
4 Minor, Brandon RB 60" 213 So. Richmond, VA 
33 Moundros, Mark FB 61" 222 ~__—*Fr. Farmington Hills, MI 
36 Patilla, Quintin FB O61" 234) F. Flint, MI 
Receivers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
16 Arrington, Adrian WR 63" 187 Jr Cedar Rapids, IA 
18 Bass, Antonio WR 60" 204 = So. Jackson, MI 
39 Criswell, Andre TE 61" 257 So. Detroit, MI 
86 Manningham, Mario WR 60° 181 ut Warren, OH 
83. Massey, Mike TE 64" 229° Ur Brecksville, OH 
13 Mathews, Greg WR 63" 207 So. Orlando, FL 
42 McLaurin, Chris TE 63" 236 So. Rochester Hills, MI 
84 Middleton, David WR 62" 207 Fr. Southfield, MI 
82 Savoy, LaTerryal WR 62" 205 So. Mamou, LA 
96 Therman, Mike Te ‘Oa 250s ke Ann Arbor, MI 
18 Wright, Ben WR 5’ 191 Jr Grosse Pointe, MI 

V\ Hometown 
65 Boren, Justin C 63" 310 So. Pickerington, OH 
70 Ciulla, Jeremy G 64 292 Jt Kennesaw, GA 
64 DeBenedictis, Grant OL 65" 297) ur Boca Raton, FL 
79 Dorrestein, Perry OL 67" 297 Fr. Plainfield, IL 
57 Kraus, Adam G 66" 296 Sr New Orleans, LA 
77 Long, Jake he Oe See se Lapeer, MI 
60 Lyall, Patrick OL 60" 279° Ur Adrian, MI 
62 McAvoy, Tim OL 65" 289 So. Bloomington, IL 
73 Mitchell, Alex G 65 313) ut Bay City, MI 
60 Moosman, David C 64" 298 So. Libertyville, IL 
68 Nowicki, Bryant OL 68" 307 Fr. Bay City, MI 
71 Ortmann, Mark T 66" 297 So. Klein, TX 
69 Ramirez, Michael OL: ‘G2 272. Fe Austin, TX 
78 Schifano, Justin G 64" 298 So. Webster, NY 
52. Schilling, Steve We) CR. 207" Fe Bellevue, WA 
75 Zirbel, Cory Te. BSF 296" *Se- Murray, KY 
Defensive Linemen POS HT WT CL Hometown 
92 Banks, Greg DE 64" 264 Fr. Denver, CO 
94 Ferrara, John DT 64" 270 Fr Staten Island, NY 
74 Gallimore, Brett DT 64" 298 Ur. Parkville, MO 
55 Graham, Brandon DE 62" 276 So. Detroit, MI 
90 Jamison, Tim DE 63" 266 Jr Riverdale, IL 
97 Johnson, Will OT 65" 291) ur Oakland, MI 
93 Kates, Jason DT 63" 318 Fr. Harrisburg, PA 
44 McKinney, James DT 62" 281 So. Louisville, KY 
58 North, Tim DE 61" 253 So Linden, MI 
99 Patterson, Adam DE 62" 262 So. Columbia, SC 
62 Saigh, Jon OT 64" 295) ur Kingsford, MI 
67 Taylor, Terrance DOr 3660" 310) ut Muskegon, MI 
Linebackers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
66 Bostic, William BOS!" 209s Fr. Stafford, TX 
2 Crable, Shawn SIB 65" 245 Sr Massillon, OH 
45 Ezeh, Obi SLB 6'2" 243 Fr. Grand Rapids, MI 
37 Graham, Chris WLB 5'11" 225 Sr. _Indianapolis, IN 
46 Logan, Brandon B60" «224 So. Lexington, KY 
33. Mixon, Cobrani BOG" 224”s*F. Cincinnati, OH 
8 Mouton, Jonas WLB 62" 230 Fr. Los Angeles, CA 
55 Opong-Owusu,Ohene LB 611" 233 So. West Bloomfield, MI 
54 Panter, Austin MLB 63" 231 So. Athol, KS 
51 Pollock, Max B61". 218 = Sr. Takoma Park, MD 
49 Thompson, John MLB 61" 230 dr Detroit, MI 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT cL Hometown 
2 Adams, Jamar SS) 62 22S Charlotte, NC 
3 Brown, Stevie S 60° 208 So. Columbus, IN 
9 Campbell, Anton SSM 198 5 S& O'Fallon, MO 
38 Chambers, Artis Ss “OZ 1193). ote Fort Wayne, IN 
29 Conover, Jon DB 62" 194 Fr. Northville, MI 
35 Dutch, Doug CB OS11” 200) su. Bowie, MD 
27 Edwards, Shakir S 60° 210 ur Detroit, MI 
31 Englemon, Brandent ee SIL 200) OK Covington, KY 
27 Harrison, Brandon CB/S 58" 195 de Dayton, OH 
12 Hornaday, Matt OB 510" 197 So. Germantown, MD 
25 Sears, Johnny CB 60" «190 «So. Fresno, CA 
5. Stewart, Charles S 61" 205 — dr. Farmington Hills, MI 
14 Trent, Morgan CB OG" «189 ot Brighton, MI 
Specialists POS HT WT CL Hometown 
34 Gingell, Jason K S® 191 Jr Northville, MI 
59 Griffin, Sean tS 62" 23 Ut Livonia, MI 
88 Kachhal, Ankit P* 6h S38 Se Canton, MI 
84 Lopata, K.C. K G22 ide. Farmington, MI 
41 Mesko, Zoltan P64" «242 So. Twinsburg, OH 
92 Olesnavage, Jason K 64 207 So, Ferndale, MI 
43 Wright, Bryan K ot 2S fe Salem, OH 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST T 
Pos, No. 
WR 86 
WR 13 


TE 83 
QB 7 
FB 36 
RB 20 


FIRST T 


Pos, 
DE 


. Na 


EAM OFFENSE (6) 
Nante Chass 
Mario Manningham Jr 
Greg Mathews So. 
Jake Long Sr. 
Adam Kraus Sr. 
Justin Boren So. 
Alex Mitchell Jr. 
Steve Schilling Fr. 
Mike Massey Jr. 
Chad Henne Sr. 
Quintin Patilla Fr. 
Mike Hart Sr. 


Nanve 

Adrian Arrington 
LaTerryal Savoy 
Cory Zirbel 
Justin Schifano 
David Moosman 
Jeremy Ciulla 
Mark Ortmann 
Andre Criswell 
Ryan Mallett 
Vince Helmuth 
Brandon Minor 


EAM DEFENSE (4) 


Nante Class 
Tim Jamison Jr. 
Will Johnson Jr. 
Terrance Taylor Jr 
Brandon Graham 

Shawn Crable 

John Thompson 

Chris Graham 

Morgan Trent 


Johnny Sears 
Jamar Adams 
Stevie Brown 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Name 

Greg Banks 

John Ferrara 
Adam Patterson 
James McKinney 
Obi Ezeh 

Austin Panter 
Jonas Mouton 
Brandon Harrison 
Doug Dutch 
Charles Stewart 
Brandent Englemon 


Name Class 
Bryan Wright Fr. 
Zoltan Mesko So. 
Johnny Sears So. 
Johnny Sears So. 
Returning Starters in Bold 


Head Coach: Lloyd Carr 

Record at School: 113-36 (12 years) 
Career Record: 113-36 (12 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike DeBord 
Defensive Coordinator: Ron English 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

Michigan Stadium (107,501) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Zion Babb WR 63" 190 Montbello, CA 
Artis Chambers DB 62" —-185 Fort Wayne, IN 
Toney Clemons WR 6'2" 205 “New Kensington, PA 
Marell Evans LB 63". 220 Richmond, VA 
Vince Helmuth FE: «6 235 Saline, MI 
Junior Hemingway WR 63" 205 Conway, SC 
Brandon Herron LB 6'2".—s 215 Stafford, TX 
Avery Horn RB S'11" 195 Hanford, CA 
Mark Huyge OL 66" 280 Wyoming, MI 
Ryan Mallett QB 66" =. 235 Texarkana, AR 
David Molk OL 62" 280 Lemont, IL 
Austin Panter LB 63". 240 Athol, KS 
James Rogers DB 61" 195 Madison Heights, MI 
Renaldo Sagesse DE 64" 335: Montreal, QC 
Ryan Van Bergen DE). 165% "260 Whitehall, MI 
Donovan Warren DB 60" 3175 Long Beach, CA 
Steve Watson TE 64" 235 Cherry Hills Vill., CO 
Martell Webb Tea (OS 295 Pontiac, MI 
Michael Williams DB 60" =190 Camarillo, CA 
Troy Woolfolk DB 61" = 180 Sugarland, TX 


Michigan has had stronger recruiting classes, but Lloyd Carr likes 
the athleticism in this group, which is highlighted by quarterback 
Ryan Mallett, a five-star recruit out of Texas, and defensive back 
Donovan Warren, who grew up as a USC fan. Warren, who was 
heavily recruited by the Trojans, was a bit of a surprise signee. He 
is one of the few recruits who will have a chance to step in and get 
playing time right away. Mallett, known for his rocket arm, will have 
a year to learn under senior Chad Henne. Carr looks for all-around 
athleticism and competitive fire. He saw both when he watched tight 
end Martell Webb and receiver Junior Hemingway play basketball. 
Look for fullback Vince Helmuth to find the field after an impressive 
spring. Carr would have liked to find more linebackers, but adding 
five defensive backs should pay off down the road. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 11-2 (7-1 Big Ten) 


Date Opponent Results Score Att. 
2 Vanderbilt W 27-7 109,668 
S.9 Central Michigan Ww 41-17 108,712 
S.16 at Notre Dame Ww 47-21 80,795 
S.23 Wisconsin Ww 27-13 = 111,058 
S.30 at Minnesota Ww 28-14 50,805 
0.7 Michigan State W 31-13 111,349 
0.14 at Penn State Ww 17-10 110,007 
0.21 Iowa W 20-6 110,923 
0.28 Northwestern W 17-3 109,114 
N. 4 Ball State W 34-26 109,359 
N.11 — at Indiana Ww 34-3 42,320 
N.18 at Ohio State L 39-42 105,708 
J.1 #USC L 18-32 93,852 
#Rose Bowl 
Passing Att. Comp Yds, «89 TInt 
Chad Henne 328 203 «2,508 22 8 
Jason Forcier 3 3 30 0 0 
Rushing Alt Yds, Avg 1 
Mike Hart 318 1,562 4.9 14 
Brandon Minor 42 238 5.7 2 
Receiving Rec Yds Avy, =D 
Steve Breaston 58 670 11.6 2 
Adrian Arrington 40 544 13.6 8 
Mario Manningham 38 703 18.5 9 


‘\ieking: Garrett Rivas, 17-20 FGs, 42-44 XPs, 93 points 
Juckles. David Harris, 103; Prescott Burgess, 50 
Seeks: LaMarr Woodley, 12 
{Hlereeptions Leon Hall, 3 
Returning Players in Bold 
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i Shake one Capful of Mrs. Dash® Chicken Grilling Blends™ to skewered chunks of 

s icken and your favorite veggies brushed with olive oil. Then bake, broit or grill to 

_ make a simply tasty, yet better for you entrée. Because each of the 12 seasoning 
blends is made with 14 natural herbs and spices so you can have the bold taste 


_ you love minus the salt and MSG you're looking to do without. 


Salt~Free. Flavor~Full. 


“ORIGINAL Wi 
BLEND JN 


For recipes like Chicken Kabobs, 
visit mrsdash.com. . 
CHOOSE TO MOVE 
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ew head coach Mark Dantonio 
plans to usher in a new era of 
toughness at Michigan State. “For 
as long as I’ve been a coach in and 
around the Midwest, including my 
time here previously, that’s what Michigan 
State football was known for — toughness,” 
Dantonio says. “That's what we are working 
to get back to in year one.” 

Dantonio served as defensive backs coach 
at Michigan State under Nick Saban in the 
mid-to-late 1990s. He helped Jim Tressel and 
Ohio State win a national title as defensive 
coordinator. Dantonio took Cincinnati to 
bowl games in two of his three years as head 
coach of the Bearcats, including last season 
while contending with one of the toughest 
schedules in the nation. 

What does the Dantonio brand of 
toughness entail? Points of emphasis include 
improved team tackling while bringing some 
crunch back to what had become a light- 
hitting set of linebackers and defensive backs. 
On offense, the Spartans will run to set up 
the pass. They will do it behind hard-nosed 
fullbacks, and conventional use of tight ends 
— after three years of finesse football in the 
John L. Smith spread. 

Michigan State will block, tackle and hit 
better in 2007, but it will likely take 
Dantonio more than one year to get the 
Spartans slugging up to his standards. 


Quarterbacks Junior Brian Hoyer is ready to 
take over as a bona fide Big Ten signal-caller. 
He has a stronger arm than NFL-bound 
predecessor Drew Stanton, and throws a 
prettier, tighter spiral. His accuracy was 
good as a sophomore reliever (56.9 percent), 
he can wing the 20-yard out, and coaches 
were impressed with his command of the 
huddle and overall leadership in the spring. 
Hoyer had some seasoning as a sophomore. 
In subbing for the injured Stanton, Hoyer 
threw for 330 yards (26-of-50) against 
Minnesota, and was 30-of-61 for 291 yards 
at Penn State. There are big questions at 
back-up quarterback. Redshirt freshman 
Connor Dixon has excellent speed and is 
crafty with ball fakes but is erratic as a passer. 
Dantonio says a true freshman, likely Nick 
Foles of Austin, Texas, will have a legitimate 
shot to win the backup job. 


Running Backs Javon Ringer might not be in 
the elite class of the Mike Harts and PJ. Hills, 
but he isn’t far behind when healthy. Reserves 
Jehuu Caulcrick and A.J. Jimmerson could 
start for many teams. Ringer's knee is fully 
recovered after missing nearly half of last year 
while rushing for 497 yards (5.8 per carry). 
The form he showed when he scooted for 166 
yards against Pittsburgh last year could 
become commonplace this season. Caulcrick 


National Forecast 74 Big 


10th 


Ten Prediction 


is a big-bodied banger with 1,523 career 
yards, including 111 on eight carries last year 
against Notre Dame. Converted linebacker 
Jeff McPherson looks like a serviceable 


fullback. 
passing touchdowns last 
previous staff and is an area that the 


NUMBERS GAME 
year. Pass defense was a 
new staff vows to improve immediately. 


3 9 The Spartans allowed 32 
problem that doomed the 


Receivers The long-promised breakthrough 
of tight end Kellen Davis is upon us. The 
senior saw few balls thrown in his direction 
as part of the spread offense (28 career 
receptions). The dink-and-dunk spread never 
let him venture more than 12 yards 
downfield. Now, the big, athletic Davis will 
be a major component of the new offense, 
both as a mismatch threat on out routes and 
posts, as well as a chain-mover on drags and 
counter boots. Sophomore split end T.J. 
Williams had 25 catches as a true freshman, 
and has the talent to become a feared deep 
target. Senior flanker Terry Love has 67 
career catches but saw his productivity take a 
dip as a junior. He is capable but 
inconsistent. Dantonio is intrigued by the 
physical Devin Thomas. 


Offensive Linemen The Spartans have 57 


career starts on the offensive line, but the 
veteran group felt like freshmen at times in 
the spring while learning the new 
smashmouth scheme. They were accustomed 
to blocking out of a two-point stance in the 
spread offense, with emphasis on lateral 
movement and zone schemes. The new 
offense is based more on a gap blocking and a 
north-and-south attitude. The overhaul has 
been a more difficult adjustment than anyone 
expected. Senior left tackle Mike Gyetvai has 
been solid in the past as a two-year starter but 
missed valuable practice time in the spring 
due to injury rehab. Left guard Kenny Shane 
is a first-year starter but perhaps the most 
explosive raw talent on the offensive front. 
MSU needs right guard Roland Martin, a 
former blue chip recruit, to become 
dominant as a pull-and-lead blocker on inside 
power runs in his second year as a starter. He 
hasn't quite lived up to the star billing he 
brought to Michigan State. Returning starter 
Jesse Miller is proven at right tackle. Center is 
a question. Fifth-year senior John Masters is 
expected to become a first-year starter. 
Mentally, he should be okay. He was 
inconsistent in the spring. 


| TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE SPARTANS 


Michigan State often has enough talent 
to spring an upset or two every year. This 
season is no exception, with a quality 
quarterback in Brian }Hinyes; explosive 
playmakers in running back Jawon Rimges 
tight end Kellen Dawis, and wideouts Tul 
Williams and Devin Thomas, all working 
behind a veteran offensive line. The 
Spartans won’t be great on defense, but 
it should not be hard for them to improve 
on last year’s accident-prone group that 
allowed touchdowns left and right. The 
Spartans will need more than one or two 
upsets to get on the plus side of .500. 
Michigan State will likely be an underdog 
in six of its eight Big Ten games: at 
Wisconsin, at Iowa, at Ohio State, at 
Purdue and at home against Michigan 
and Penn State. Add a trip to Notre 
Dame, and factor in a tough home game 
against revenge-minded Pittsburgh, and 
it becomes difficult to find six wins on 
the Michigan State schedule. In the past, 
the Spartans have often seen their upset 
victories negated by losses to lesser 
opponents. If Michigan State is able to 
spring an upset or two, the even-keeled, 
physical style of new coach Mark 
Dantonio should make Michigan State 
more equipped to achieve consistency 
than in the past, and make those big 
wins stand up. 


200 


7 SCHEDULE 


= UAB. 
S. 8 Bowling Green 
S.15 Pittsburgh 
S. 22 at Notre Dame 
S. 29 at Wisconsin 
0. 6 Northwestern 
0.13 Indiana - 
0. 20 at Ohio State 
0. 27 at Iowa 

N. 3 Michigan 

N. 10 at Purdue 

N. 17 Penn State 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W of L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Bruce Schwartzman 


Defensive Linemen There are a handful of 
interesting prospects up front, but a shortage of 
star power. Justin Kershaw’s move from starting 
defensive end to defensive tackle has improved 
the team’s quickness. Returning starter Ogemdi 
Nwagbuo is a good nose guard, Defensive end 
Brandon Long was hailed earlier in his career by 
the former staff but was slowed by injuries. 
Long is healthy now and has a chance to make 
noise. Senior Jonal Saint-Dic is able-bodied as 
Long's back-up. Defensive end Ervin Baldwin 
had four sacks last year while making the 
transition from junior college. He has the 
capacity to become a productive pass rusher. 


Linebackers SirDarean Adams will make more 
plays at Will linebacker in the new 4-3 defense. 
He played the hybrid bandit position in the old 
4-2-5, which too often had him outside of the 
box against two-back offenses. He has excellent 
speed and plenty of size at 230 pounds. He 
impresses the new staff but must solve 
containment errors. Middle linebacker Kaleb 
Thornhill has a wealth of starting experience 
but will probably have to play through pain 
after a pair of offseason surgeries. He isn’t an all- 
league candidate but will be ultra-motivated 


RISING STAR 


Devin Thomas had only six catches as a 
first-season sophomore. But the new 
pro set I offense agrees with the 6'2", 
214-pound wide 
receiver more 
than the spread 
did. His ability to 


this year while switching to the jersey 
number of his deceased father, 
Charlie “Mad Dog” Thornhill. Josh 
Rouse replaced Thornhill in the 
spring and has the look of a future 
starter. Despite barely weighing 200 
pounds, redshirt freshman Jon Misch 
finished the spring as the first-string 
Sam linebacker. His high-RPM 
motor impresses everyone, but he 
will have a hard time playing the 
point of attack against Big Ten 
blockers. Unproven Andrew Hawken 
runs well and is waiting his turn as 
the type of contact-oriented soldier 
that the new staff can work with. 


Defensive Backs Pass defense has 
been atrocious in recent years, but 
the secondary should be vastly 
improved due to physical maturation 
and better depth. Communication 
breakdowns riddled the secondary in 
each of the past two years. New 
defensive coordinator Pat Narduzzi 
says those problems will be fixed. 
Otis Wiley, Travis Key and 
Nehemiah Warrick are excellent 
hitters at safety. Warrick needs to 
avoid mental errors. He lost his job 
to Key late last season. Key, a former 
walk-on, is a little guy who plays 
surprisingly physical. Wiley led the team in 
tackles last year and carries star potential into 
the second half of his career. Ross Weaver was 
supposed to be the team’s top corner last year, 
but missed the season with an ankle injury. He's 
still good but has been surpassed by speedy 


Brian Hoyer ~ 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Shadow games On defense, the 


Spartans will play “press shadow” 
coverage at cornerback. It looks like 


man-to-man at the snap, but the corners 
typically bail into a four-deep quarters 
zone. The plan is to re-route receivers, 
throw off the timing of the passing 
game while keeping both safeties deep. 
It’s an aggressive concept without too 
much of a gambling element. With both 
safeties keeping the play in front of 
them, this defense is also conducive to 
producing big hits and preventing big 
plays. 


Report card Mark Dantonio says the 
incoming recruiting class will help lay a 
foundation of blocking, character and 
defensive toughness. But in a statement 
uncommon for head coaches, he graded 
the class merely as a C-plus. He says he 
expects to give better grades in the 
future. 


Five-step offense Quarterback Brian 
Hoyer likes the five-step drops that are 
part of the new, conventional offense. It 
may come as a surprise that the 
Spartans will go deep more often in the 
new pro set I than they did in the 
spread. 


Kendell Davis-Clark as the most promising 
corer in the program. Coaches say South 
Carolina transfer Jeremy Ware is good enough 
to give Weaver a legitimate battle for the 
starting job. 


body up ona 
smaller defensive 
back and make 
one-on-one plays 
is now featured. 
“Thomas keeps 
getting better,” 
says coach Mark 
Dantonio. “He’s a big, strong receiving 
threat. Devin has the ability to become 
a consistent playmaker.” 


Specialists Brett Swenson went 15-of-19 on 
field goals as a true freshman. Todd Boleski is a 
weapon as a kickoff specialist. Incoming 
freshman Aaron Bates might be counted on to 
punt right away. Walk-on punter Ed Wagner 
capped a shaky spring with an excellent final 
scrimmage. 


SCOUTING THE SPARTANS 


Opposing coaches size up Michigan State: “Mark Dantonio is a great recruiter. He’s 
one of those guys who maybe doesn’t have the personality of a Ron Zook, who is 
going to be able to go in and win you over. But he’s a very detailed, hard worker. ... 
They’ve always been a team that’s had good enough talent to make a run at it in the 
Big Ten. Whether it was Bobby Williams or John L. Smith, for some reason they hit a 
certain point in the season and they went from looking like the Super Bowl champs to 
the Super Bowl chumps. ... They took a hit on offense. Their offensive line was 
already a concern. They weren’t as good as advertised. Drew Stanton was a big-time 
quarterback. Their receivers didn’t play as well. They could never establish the run. ... 
In my opinion, they’re a sleeping giant and always have been. They always have some 
of the best-looking athletes in the Big Ten.” 


Scott Boehm 


2007 MICHIGAN STATE ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 
12 Charles, Clay QB 61" 199 So. McCall, ID 
10 Dixon, Connor QB «64 «:191—Ss Fr. South Park, PA 
7 Hoyer, Brian QB 62° 212 ur North Olmsted, OH 
16 Van Dam, John QB 63" #28 Se East Lansing, MI 
Running Backs POS Hr WT CL Hometown 
36 Bishop, Jacob RB S11" 184. Midland, MI 
30 Caulcrick, Jehuu RB 60" «(2550 Sr. Findley Lake, NY 
22 Denson, Brandon RB S111" 211 _~ ‘So. Ypsilanti, MI 
49 Holmes, Dwayne FB 6" 275. Detroit, MI 
20 Jimmerson, A.J. RB 5110" 202 So. St Louis, MO 
35 McPherson, Jeff FB 6" 240) dr. Lowell, MI 
39 Parrelly, Mike RB O57 #19 So Dearborn, MI 
42. Pritchett, Devin FB 62" 245) Sr. Alpharetta, GA 
23. Ringer, Javon RB 5" = 202s. Dayton, OH 
85 Willard, Travis FB 6'2". «255. Ss So. ~_— Lake Odessa, MI 
Receivers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
31 Alexander, Lionel wR 58" 162° Fr Muskegon, MI 
82 Allison, Ryan WR 63" 205) ut Lake Orion, MI 
48 Andino, Eric TE 64" 246 Sr Arlington Hts, IL 
84 Curry, Deon WR 61" 199 Jr Oakland Town, MI 
80 Davis, Kellen TE 66" 254 Sr Adrian, MI 
83 Gantt, Charlie TE 64" 240 Fr. Farmington Hills, MI 
4 Grimes, Carl WR 5% 184 dh Detroit, MI 
18 Love, Terry WR Sil" 173) Se Bellwood, IL 
88 Taylor, Andrew wR 62° 210) Fr Grand Haven, MI 
10 Thomas, Devin WR 62° 214 de Ann Arbor, MI 
9 Webb, Marcus WR Sill" 204 = So. Pontiac, MI 
25 White, Blair WR 62 200 So. Saginaw, MI 
19 Williams, David wR S% 78 Fr. Monroeville, PA 
12 Williams, Tu. WR 63° 184 So. Tallahassee, FL 
Offensive Linemen POS HI WT CL Hometown 
60 Bacon, Mike G 64 299) Ut Lansing, MI 
57 Cironi, Rocco T 66 300 So. Warren, OH 
75 Clifford, Pete T AG «316: oSe Salem, NH 
69 Connor, Ryan G 62° 300 So. Plymouth, MI 
66. Gyetvai, Mike hh TOF Cole Sp Old Castle, ON 
68 Kaczmarek, Tom G 65° 316 ut London, ON 
73. Martin, Roland G 65? °325: ik Chicago, IL 
54 Masters, John G CF '285." & Carmel, IN 
79 Miller, Jesse T 66° 307) ot Somerville, NU 
64 Moss, Brendon T: ‘66° (295; “Sa Bay Village, OH 
65 Nitchman, Joel C/G 63" 295 So. Kalamazoo, MI 
76 Schmeding, Mike i 68) Sls- «50 Rutherford, Nd 
71 Shane, Kenny G 65" 325 Se. Indianapolis, IN 
70 Toth, Joe C 62" 282 Sr Port Charlotte, FL 
Defensive Linemen POS HT WT CL Hometown 
51 Baldwin, Ervin DES 82 2701 S'Se Oglethorpe, GA 
91 Deane, J’Michael NT 65" 290 Fr. Toronto, ON 
58 Graham, Reggie DE 64" 223 ~~ So. Homewood, AL 
92 Jones, Bobby DT 64" 288 Sr Yankton, SD 
97 Kershaw, Justin OT 64° 260 uk Columbus, OH 
47 Long, Brandon DE 64" 245 Jr Canton, OH 
89 Neely, Colin DE 61" 28 Fr. Bethlehem, Pa 
99 Nwagduo, Ogemdi NT 64" 290) Sr San Diego, CA 
61 Pointer, Tramonte OT 510" 297 Sr. Flint, MI 
96 Rigan, Patrick DE 65" 244 Fr Traverse City, MI 
94 Saint-Dic, Jonal DE" {69% ~ 250! 9" Se Elizabeth, NJ 
64 Smith, Chris NT 63" 200) St Brookville, IN 
88 Stipek, John DT 65" 276 So. Macomb Town., MI 
Linebackers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
27. Adams, SirDarean B60" «(2300s Sr Bradenton, FL 
55 Decker, Adam LB 62 «23 = So. Rochester Hills, MI 
43 Gordon, Eric B60 225)Ss*Fr. Traverse City, MI 
45 Hawken, Andrew 1B 62" 25 So. Wyoming, MI 
36 Misch, Jon iB 62 «(200)—sOFr. Waterford, MI 
44 Rouse, Josh 1B 63" 230 So. Newtown, CT 
56 Smith, Kyle 1B 62" 222. Novi, MI 
42 Tabatchnick, Rob LB 51 1220 Se Livingston, Nu 
41 Thornhill, Kaleb LB 61" 240s Sr. Lansing, MI 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
32. Cordell, Mike cBCOSS"s185 si. Detroit, MI 
38 Davis-Clark, Kendell cB OST" 199) ut Alliance, OH 
33 Fortener, Dan Ss 61 19 So. Kettering, OH 
31 Henderson, Ashton CB OST" +183 ~~ So. Tallahassee, FL 
30 Hyland, Steve 5. 62» “20,” 'Se slip, NY 
40 Jenrette, Roderick 5, 63" 396, “Sa. Tampa, FL 
19 Johnson, Emmanuel at Ba wna (SPT 5 3 Detroit, MI 
25 Johnson, Jesse 5) ‘SR. 1S Ee Durand, MI 
13 Key, Travis S$ ‘S20. 85 |S Three Rivers, MI 
14 Malatinsky, Cole S 60° 195 S&. Holt, MI 
34 Nantambu, Jelani cBC<‘“éS" 88k Southfield, MI 
22. Shaw, Enrique CB OG" «185s Lexington, KY 
39 Ware, Jeremy CB OS'10" «181 = So. Fort Myers, FL 
3 Warrick, Nehemiah S 61" 200 Sr. Bradenton, FL 
37 Weaver, Ross CB. 161" 202 So Southfield, MI 
21 Wiley, Otis SOP 210 ie Flint, MI 
Specialists POS HT WT CL Hometown 
15 Boleski, Todd K 66" 208 Jr Dearborn Hts, MI 
24 Hall, Kevin P 64" «228 Sr. Temperance, MI 
52 Stevens, Peter tS 60° 200 ur St Joseph, MI 
14 Swenson, Brett K  S* 160 So. Pompano Bch, FL 
4 Wagner, Ed Prince kaceihe Er Barto, PA 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (6) 


WR 12. Td. Williams 
WR 18 Terry Love 
66 Mike Gyetvai 
71 Kenny Shane 
54 John Masters 
Roland Martin 
Jesse Miller 
TE Kellen Davis 
QB Brian Hoyer 
FB 35 Jeff McPherson 
RB 23 Javon Ringer 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


WR 84 _ Deon Curry 

WR 10 Devin Thomas 
75 ~~ Pete Clifford 
68 Tom Kaczmarek 
65 Joel Nitchman 
60 Mike Bacon 
76 Mike Schmeding 
48 Eric Andino 
10 = Connor Dixon 
49 Dwayne Holmes 
30 = =Jehuu Caulcrick 


Brandon Long 
Justin Kershaw 
Ogemdi Nwagbuo 
Ervin Baldwin 

Jon Misch 

Kaleb Thornhill 
SirDarean Adams 
Ross Weaver 
Kendell Davis-Clark 
Nehemiah Warrick 
Otis Wiley 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


DE Jonal Saint-Dic 
DT Bobby Jones 

NT John Stipek 

DE Reggie Graham 
SLB Andrew Hawken 
MLB Josh Rouse 
WLB Eric Gordon 

cB Ashton Henderson 
cB Jeremy Ware 
ss Travis Key 

FS Dan Fortener 


Brett Swenson 

Aaron Bates Fr. 

Terry Love Sr. 

Terry Love Sr. 
Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Mark Dantonio 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: 18-17 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Don Treadwell 
Defensive Coordinator: Pat Narduzzi 
East Lansing, Mich. 

Spartan Stadium (75.005) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Andre Anderson RB 5" = 182 Barrington, IL 
Aaron Bates Pp 60" 190 New Concord, OH 
Garrett Celek Tes” 65") "240 Cincinnati, OH 
Kirk Cousins QB 63" =~=181 Holland, MI 
B.J. Cunningham WR 62" 200 Westerville, OH 
Mark Dell WR 6'2" 185 Farmington Hills, MI 
Chase Dumphord Ot 6S s20 Paris, KY 
David Duran TE), 65% 235 Marietta, GA 
Nick Foles QB 65" «235 Austin, TX 
Joel Foreman OL 63> +. 29k Highland, MI 
Antonio Jeremiah DES 65" 295 Hilliard, OH 
Ishmyl Johnson De “G'S: 260 Rahway, Nd 
Greg Jones EG") £6 ee eae Cincinnati, OH 
Ashton Leggett RB S11" 220 Muskegon, MI 
Jared McGaha OL, “66% 275 Powell, TN 
Kevin Pickelman Te °63" 240 Marshall, MI 
Arthur Ray dr. OL 63" 294 Chicago, IL 
Chris D. Rucker WR 5'10" 172 Detroit, MI 
Chris L. Rucker BS 5 62h 18S Warren, OH 
Ryan Wheat DL 65" 308 Flint, MI 
Oren Wilson DL 63" 290 Teaneck, Nu 


Mark Dantonio does not pretend that his first recruiting class at 
Michigan State was a knockout group. But the Spartans addressed 
needs at defensive tackle, where Michigan State had become 
dependent on junior college transfers under John L. Smith. 
Dantonio signed mature prep schooler Oren Wilson, man-sized 
Ryan Wheat and Antonio Jeremiah, a Top-10 player in Ohio. There 
is good offensive skill with wide receiver Mark Dell, a national blue 
chipper, and Ashton Leggett having size, speed and a straight- 
ahead attitude. MSU stole jump-cut runner Andre Anderson from 
Minnesota after Glen Mason was fired. The Spartans won an 
intense, back-and-forth battle with Syracuse for Ishmyl Johnson, 
who should be the most athletic defensive end on the roster as 
soon as he reports. Quarterback Nick Foles is expected to 
compete for the backup job immediately, and the four offensive 
linemen in this class more than satisfied the coaching staff. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: (4-8, 1-7 Big Ten) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
S. 2 Idaho Ww 27-17. — 70,711 
S. 9 Eastern Michigan Ww 52-20 69,856 
S. 16 at Pittsburgh Ww 38-23 47,956 
S. 23 Notre Dame L 37-40 ~—-80,193 
S. 30 Illinois L 20-23 = 71,268 
0. 7  atMichigan L 13-31 111,349 
0. 14 Ohio State L 7-38 73,498 
0. 21 at Northwestern Ww 41-38 29,387 
0. 28 at Indiana L 21-46 36,444 
N. 4 Purdue L 15-17 65,398 
N. 11 Minnesota i 18-31 64,807 
N. 18 at Penn State L 13-17 108,607 


2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing Att. Comp. Yds. TD = Int. 


Drew Stanton 269 164 1,807 12 ~=610 
Brian Hoyer 144 82 863 4 3 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. 1D 
Javon Ringer 86 497 5.8 1 
Drew Stanton 110 445 4.0 5 
Jehuu Caulcrick 108 426 3.9 6 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. 1D 
Kerry Reed 64 775 12.1 5 
Matt Trannon 44 518 11.8 3 


Kicking: Brett Swenson, 15-19 FGs, 33-33 XPs, 78 points 
Tackles: Otis Wiley, 94; David Herron Jr., 79 

Sacks: Ervin Baldwin, 4; Clifton Ryan, 4 

Interceptions: SirDarean Adams, 2; Demond Williams, 2 


Returning Players in Bold 


National Forecast 78 


Nth 


Big Ten Prediction 


Wy 


hen Tim Brewster was named 
the new head football coach at 
Minnesota, the initial reaction 
among Gophers fans was 
“Who?” His anonymity didn’t 


last long. 

Brewster, a long-time college and NFL 
assistant who was hired to replace the ousted 
Glen Mason, created an immediate buzz 
around the program with his non-stop 
enthusiasm and willingness to sell the 
program and connect with the fan base 


(which are areas where Mason fell 
considerably short). Brewster, most recently 
the tight ends coach with the Denver 
Broncos, used a number of motivational 
tactics to inspire his team this offseason, 
going so far as to have a section of the Rose 
Bowl turf cut out and delivered to his team 
following a spring practice. (The turf is being 
kept in the locker room.) 

It remains to be seen whether Brewster's 
energy and enthusiasm will translate into 
more victories and better bowl trips. 
Recruiting took a major slide under Mason in 
recent years, leaving the Gophers thin in talent 
at certain positions. And it’s hard to know how 
Brewster, a rookie head coach, and his staff 
will handle themselves once games start. 

The Gophers showed signs this spring that 
their maligned defense could be better, but the 
team will have a new quarterback and a new 
offense. Judging by the mood since Brewster's 
arrival, the program also has a new attitude 
after becoming stale in Mason's final seasons. 

The Gophers, however, will need more 
than a new attitude to make a move in the 
Big Ten this season. 

Minnesota fans have grown accustomed to 
their team playing in the postseason, but 
Gopher Nation, as Brewster calls it, 
desperately wants a trip to a New Year's Day 
bowl game, something that hasn’t happened 
since the 1961 season. Brewster went a step 
further and promised a trip to Pasadena 
during his introductory press conference. 
“That's my dream, that’s my goal and that’s 
my belief,” he said. “It will happen here 
sooner rather than later.” 


(ivarterbacks This is the biggest question 
mark. Gone is three-year starter Bryan 
Cupito, the school’s all-time leading passer. 
The favorites to replace him are junior Tony 
Mortensen and redshirt freshman Adam 
Weber. Both had their moments in spring as 
they incorporated offensive coordinator 
Mike Dunbar’s spread offense and should 
continue the competition in fall two-a-days. 
Mortensen has the most experience, 
although his playing time has been scarce 
and in a different system. Weber is a terrific 
athlete with a strong arm. He also is the most 
elusive of the quarterbacks. One wildcard is 
Brewster's son, Clint, an incoming freshman 


and a highly regarded prospect. Clint initially 
committed to Illinois but changed his mind 
after visiting Minnesota a few days before 
Signing Day. The coach has told the 
quarterbacks that the competition is wide 


open and will be fair. 
I-A in turnover margin. 
turnovers for a +1.38 per game 


NUMBERS GAME 
The Gophers had 32 
turnover advantage. 


Minnesota led Division 
i 3 8 
takeaways and 14 


flunning Sacks Minnesota has had terrific 
running back tandems in recent years, and 
they have another solid one this year with 
senior Amir Pinnix and sophomore Jay 
Thomas. Pinnix, after a slow start last season, 
emerged as the No. 1 tailback and finished 
with 1,272 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
Thomas, arguably the team’s fastest player, 
was a non-factor until the final month as he 
recovered from offseason knee surgery. He 
gives the offense big-play capability because 
of his speed. It will be interesting to see how 
Dunbar uses his running backs in his spread 
offense. He promised to continue the 
Gopher tradition of having a stellar rushing 
attack. Opposing defenses will likely blitz 
more, so the running backs also must use 


their blocking skills. 


Receivers Depth is a major concern now that 
the Gophers will operate the spread. The 
Gophers lost their top two receivers in Logan 
Payne and tight end Matt Spaeth and don’t 
have enough depth. Ernie Wheelwright, a 
two-year starter, needs to live up to his hype. 
Wheelwright has been wildly inconsistent 
but possesses plenty of talent. Brewster has 
repeatedly challenged him to elevate his 
game. Eric Decker has a chance to be a 
standout, especially in this new offense. He 
caught 26 passes last season, but his numbers 
should jump considerably this year. The 
Gophers are counting on sophomore Mike 
Chambers, junior college transfer Marc 
Cheatham and a few true freshmen to make 
contributions. The coaching staff is high on 
freshmen Tray Herndon and Harold Howell, 
both of whom should see immediate playing 
time. Sure-handed tight end Jack Simmons 
replaces Spaeth, the John Mackey Award 
winner last season, and gives the offense 
another weapon down the field. 


Offensive Linemen! The Gophers typically are 
strong up front, and that should be no 
different this season once the unit jells. 
Senior center Tony Brinkhaus is all- 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE GOPHERS 


Tim Brewster says the cupboard is not 
bare, and he expects his team to win in 
his first season. But the players have to 
grasp and execute the new systems and 
also avoid injuries, which could be 
disastrous for a team that has razor-thin 
depth at certain positions. The spread 
offense is a drastic change from the run- 
oriented system of the previous regime. 
Its effectiveness depends largely on the 
new quarterback. Junior Tony Mortensen 
and freshman Adam Weber are competing 
for the starting job. Whoever wins it will 
have a huge responsibility and no real 
experience. The receiving corps, led by 
Ernie Wheelwright, needs to elevate its 
game collectively or the offense is not 
going to work. The defense showed some 
promise in spring drills, but Minnesota 
fans want to see results. The new staff 
overhauled schemes and attitudes. The 
coaches want a more aggressive, 
attacking style of defense with multiple 
formations. It starts upfront, where a 
defensive line that was undersized and 
outmanned in recent years suddenly looks 
like a strength. Defensive end Willie 
VanDeSteeg is an emerging star. The non- 
conference schedule is soft, so a bowl trip 
is not out of the question, but the Gophers 
figure to struggle in league play in 
Brewster’s first tour through the Big Ten. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


1 Bowling Green 
8 Miami (Ohio) 
15  #Florida Atlantic 
22 Purdue 
29 Ohio State 
6 atIndiana 
.13 at Northwestern 
. 20 North Dakota State 
. 27 at Michigan. 
3 Illinois 


N. 10 _ at Iowa 
N. 17 Wisconsin 
#Miami, FL 
*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
'W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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conference caliber and a strong leader. Tackle 
Steve Shidell and guard Ned Tavale are 
returning starters. Brewster raves about redshirt 
freshman tackle Dominic Alford, who the staff 
believes can become a star. Depth, however, is a 
serious concern. The second team is filled with 
guys with little or no experience, which could 
be a problem if the line suffers an injury bug. 


Hefensive Linemen For the first time in years 
the Gophers appear to have a solid two-deep, 
led by honorable mention all-conference end 
Willie VanDeSteeg, who blossomed as a pass 
rusher last season (10 sacks, 14.5 tackles for a 
loss). The Gophers also added junior college 
transfer Eric Small at tackle and Raymond 
Henderson at end. Henderson sat out the 2006 
season after transferring from Tennessee. The 
coaches also have high hopes for ends Willie 
Dyson and Alex Daniels. Dyson is still a little 
light at 235 pounds but plays with lots of 
energy. Daniels, a junior, has been an enigma. 
A gifted athlete, he was moved from linebacker 
to tailback to defensive end by the previous 
staff. He appears to have finally found a home 
at end. That depth will be critical in defensive 
coordinator Everett Withers’ scheme, which 
features more movement and aggressiveness at 
the line of scrimmage. 


RISING STAR 


Dominic Alford, a 6'3", 305-pound 
redshirt freshman 
offensive tackle, 
receives rave 
reviews from head 
coach Tim Brewster. 
“T think he can be 
big big-time,” 
Brewster says. 
“T’ve been around 
some standout 
linemen and this kid 
has the potential if 
he'll really work 


and push himself. But he has outstanding 
skills with his feet and his hands.” 


SCOUTING THE GOLDEN GOPHERS 


Opposing coaches size up Minnesota: “With (new offensive coordinator) Mike Dunbar, I 
know they’re going to be in the gun-spread. But what aspect of it are they going to run? 
Who are they going to be? ... With their defensive coordinator coming from the NFL, I 
would suspect there’ll be some zone pressure and things that he saw or they ran with 
Tennessee (Titans). ... I know Tim Brewster fairly well and have kind of followed his 
career. He’s an excellent football coach, he’s an excellent recruiter and he’ll infuse some 
energy into that program and get some excitement going up there. ... One of the 
problems they’re going to be dealing with the next couple of years is the transition from 
the offensive system they’ve been in to the one that Mike’s going to install.” 


Linebackers The coaching staff 
tinkered with this position in an 
attempt to upgrade the speed and 
athleticism. Junior Steve Davis, a 
two-year starter at defensive end, 
moved to linebacker. Senior John 
Shevlin, who has battled injuries the 
past few seasons, brings an emotional 
spark when he’s on the field. Senior 
captain Mike Sherels was the team’s 
top tackler (104) last fall, and junior 
Deon Hightower made huge strides 
in his first season as a starter in 2006. 
The team is also counting on junior 
college transfer Logan U’u for depth. 


Defensive Backs The secondary 
needed major changes after finishing 
117th in pass defense in 2006. The 
coaching staff has tinkered with 
personnel and schemes in an effort to 
maximize the unit's talent and build 
up its confidence. Junior cornerback 
Dominic Jones might be the team’s 
best player. He is a terrific cover guy, 
a big hitter and a solid leader in the 
locker room. He has a knack for 
making big plays. Safety Dominique 
Barber, brother of Dallas Cowboys 
running back Marion Barber III, was 
arguably the defense’s most improved 
player last season. He led the team in 
interceptions (4) and finished fifth in tackles. 
The Gophers must find a strong safety, another 
starting cornerback and some depth while 
upgrading the overall speed and athleticism. It 
won't be surprising if true freshman Curtis 
Thomas is in the mix at safety. 


Specialists Brewster made it clear the Gophers 
have to get better consistency from their kicking 
game, which has produced far too many missed 
kicks the last two seasons. Jason Giannini and 
Joel Monroe have alternated as the No. 1 
placekicker the past few seasons, and Brewster 
hopes one will step up and win the job outright. 
Minnesota has the potential to be dynamic in 
the return game. Jones finished 19th nationally 
in punt returns and 27th in kickoff returns. The 
staff is excited about the potential of Howell, a 
speedster who had seven touchdowns on returns 
as a senior at Mandarin (Fla.) High. 


Mike'Sherels 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Found a home Ina span of three 
months last spring, Raymond Henderson 
was dismissed from Tennessee’s 
football team and lost his mother, 
Lenore. After sitting out the 2006 
season, Henderson, a former top 
defensive end prospect, is expected to 
bring immediate help. He said his 
mother’s memory will forever serve as 
his motivation. “I know she wanted me 
to stay focused,” says Henderson, who 
reportedly was dismissed from 
Tennessee for making an inappropriate 
comment in front of a woman and her 
daughter at a restaurant. “I’ve had too 
many bumps in the road. It’s just time 
for me to do right and put everything 
behind me and move forward.” 


Study session Redshirt freshman 
quarterback Adam Weber sounded as if 
he was only half-kidding when he said 
offensive coordinator Mike Dunbar’s 
playbook contains “millions of plays.” 
Junior Tony Mortensen expected the 
playbook to be thicker when he first 
received it. “The first day I was like, 
‘Ah, that’s not too bad,” he said. 
“Someone Said, ‘That’s the first day.’ I 
guess it’s Chapter 1 of 45 chapters.” 


doe Robbins 


2007 MINNESOTA ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 


11 Frankberg, Mike QB 60" «190 Sr Detroit Lakes, MN 
19 Maciejowski, Mike QB 63" 215) ut. Columbus, OH 
17 Mortensen, Tony QB 63" «230 ut Hutchinson, MN 
8 Weber, Adam QB 63" «210)—Fr Shoreview, MN 
Running Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
33 Becker, Tommy FB S62", 230s Fr Wayzata, MN 
5 Buckner, Ru. RB S111". 190s Fr Keller, TX 
26 Haviland, Reid RB 59" 180 ~—s So, Thief River Falls, WN 
20 Jones, Eu. RB 5% 185 = So. Edwardsville, IL 
28 Ogundipe, Damola RB OS «175 «Fr ~—Ss New Brighton, MN 
29. Pinnix, Amir RB 60" 205) Sr. Newark, Nu 
27° Sherrer, Terrence RB 510" 195 So. Cincinnati, OH 
40 Smith, Judd FB 60" = 200) So. Rothschild, WI 
25 Thomas, Jay RB 60" «195 So. Oakdale, MN 
32 Thompson, Ken RB SY «6180 Fr. Saginaw, MI 
18 Valentine, Justin FB. 87? 250) oS Columbus, OH 
Receivers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
12 Chambers, Mike WR 61" 190 So. Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
7 Decker, Eric WR 62° 210 = So, Cold Spring, MN 
83. Fischer, Ben WR 61" 180 Fr Wausau, WI 
96 Hughes, Curtis TE 6 20 Fr Chicago, IL 
16 Jones, Marvin WR 54" 160 Fr. Columbus, OH 
87 Kasten, Michael WR 62" 195) Ut Plainview, MN 
24 Kuznia, Ben WR 60 190 So, Olivia, MIN 
13 McKelton, Michael WR 5110". 180 = So. Royal Palm Beach, FL 
85 Mensen, Chris TE 65" 245 So. Solon, IA 
38 Metz, Andy WR 62 200 So. Lakeville, MN 
84 Moore, Cordario WR 521" 180 Jt St. Paul, MN 
86 Reilly, Troy TE 66" 250 So. Plover, WI 
30 Sherels, Marcus WR Sil" 175 So. Rochester, MN 
80 Simmons, Jack TE 64 «862400 dt Libertyville, IL 
81 Tow-Arnett, Nick TE 6'4" 250 = So. + Redwood Falls, MN 
1 Wheelwright, Ernie WR 65" 215° Sr Columbus, OH 
Offensive Linemen POS HT WT CL Hometown 

Alford, Dominic 63" 305 Fr. Cleveland, OH 


Brinkhaus, Andy os Por re Bloomington, MN 


76 T 

6B T 

77 Brinkhaus, Tony GC GS “295+ 4Sr Bloomington, MN 
53 Burris, Dw. C MGt 260!” FE: Kenton, OH 
79 DeGeest, Matt 1) ‘OS (25. " we Harrisburg, SD 
69 Jakel, John f+ OS" 300, ‘Sr Schofield, WI 
62. Jenson, Justin T 67 320) Fr Elk River, MN 
60 Krueger, Matt G 65" 260 = So. Maple Plain, MN 
73 Meinke, Jason Ue ee Apple Valley, MN 
78 Moen, Barrett G. (63% | 2551" "tSo: Bloomington, MN 
74 Ruckdashel, Ryan G 65" 275 =o. Apple Valley, MN 
64 Shidell, Steve TGS" 290) Sr Coon Rapids, MN 
68 Snyder, Jimmy BGS 265. Fr Minnetonka, MN 
66 Tavale, Nedward G 62 30 So St. Paul, MN 
52 Tow-Arnett, Jeff G 62" 275 So. Redwood Falls, MN 
Defensive Linemen POS HT WT CL Hometown 
98 Allen, Neel OT 63" 285 = Sr Marietta, GA 
65 Brody, William DE 64" 245 Jr Garfield Heights, OH 
99 Brown, Garrett OT 62° 285 So New Haven, CT 
30 Campbell, Lee OE 63" 220 So. Naples, FL 
6 Daniels, Alex DE 63" 255 Jt Columbus, OH 
94 Dyson, Willie DEM 63 235) © Sol Ballwin, MO 
93 Elizee, Serge (>) ie) | Miami, FL 
90 Henderson, Raymond DE 66" 255 So. Oak Creek, WI 
75 Hudson, Otis oT 665" 310 = So. Barrington, IL 
95 McWhirter, Sean DE 63° 245° Fr Maple Plain, MN 
70 Meisel, Todd Dir OMY 5275" Sn Hartland, WI 
71 Stommes, Matt OT 67 270 = So. Richmond, MN 
55 Strouth, Tony OT 60° 240 Fr. Edina, MN 
91 VanDeSteeg, Willie DE 64 255 ut Silver Lake, MN 
Linebackers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
16 Carlson, John LB O62" 220) rk. Wayzata, MN 
92 Davis, Steve SLB 62" 235 Ur. St. Louis, MO 
48 Dietz, Mark B63" 24S. Chicago, IL 
31 Gaffaney, Jordan 16° gi" "1215. 9 Fr Granite Falls, MN 
24 Grandas, Brody WiB 51)" 190) dk Woodbury, MN 
45 Hennessey, Thomas WB 5S'l" 215s So. Somerset, WI 
44 Hightower, Deon WLB 63" «210 ok Arlington, TX 
28 Mannion, Kevin WLB 62" 210s dk. Germantown, WI 
59 Moore, Steve SB 62") «230 ut. Coon Rapids, MN 
58 Sherels, Mike MB 60° 240 Sr Rochester, MN 
46 Shevlin, John MB 61" «225 Sr Eagan, MN 
32. Triplett, Nathan MIB 63" 240 = So. Maple Plain, MIN 
38 Turry, Ryan SLB 5110" 200 Fr. Forest Lake, MN 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
23 Barber, Dominique fS 60" «6210s Sr. Plymouth, MN 
26 Cooley, Duran ss 60" 205 Sr Los Angeles, CA 
15. Harris, Jamal 1S ‘GR. 1856 Sk Delray Beach, FL 
34 Jilek, Scott Fs) SUE 190) | Fa Eden Prairie, MN 
2 Jones, Dominic cB OSB" 19) Ur Columbus, OH 
21 Love, Daron CB OCS'” «185. Fr.~— Palm Bch. Gardens, FL 
9 Massey, Keith CB SC" «195 So. Columbus, OH 
39 Robertson, Josh SS. SU 75. Se Harrisburg, PA 
19 Soliday, Tim cB. SC" 190 So, Apple Valley, MN 
11 Steib, Desi cS 185 Sr. Vacherie, LA 
17 Wentzel, Tu. Fon G1? 195) Fe, Emmetsburg, IA 
Specialists POS HT WT CL Hometown 
31 Giannini, Jason K Ly ett Ce 0 Canton, OH 
41 Kucek, Justin PB! BOY 200! ie Canfield, OH 
36 Monroe, Joel K 511" 190 Je —_ Brooklyn Park, MN 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (6) 

Pos, No. Name Class 
WR 1 Ernie Wheelwright Sr. 
WR 7 Eric Decker So. 
WR 82 Marc Cheatham dr. 
LT 64 — Steve Shidell Sr. 
LG 74 Ryan Ruckdashel So. 
GS 77 ~~ ‘Tony Brinkhaus Sr. 
RG 66 Ned Tavale So. 
RT 79 Matt DeGeest Jr. 
TE 80 Jack Simmons Jr. 
QB 17 Tony Mortensen Jr. 
RB 29 Amir Pinnix Sr. 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos, No, Name 

WR 12 Mike Chambers 
Tray Herndon 
Harold Howell 
Dominic Alford 
deff Tow-Arnett 
D.J. Burris 
John Jakel 
Jason Meinke 
Troy Reilly 
Adam Weber 
Jay Thomas 


Pos. Nene 

DE Willie VanDeSteeg 
OT Neel Allen 

OT Eric Small 

DE Alex Daniels 

LB Steve Davis 

LB Mike Sherels 

LB John Shevlin 

CB Dominic Jones 
cB Desi Steib 

Ss Duran Cooley 

FS Dominique Barber 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Pos. No, Name 
DE 94 Willie Dyson 
70 Todd Meisel 
93 Serge Elizee 
Raymond Henderson 
Logan U’u 
John Shevlin 
Deon Hightower 
Daron Love 
Keith Massey 
Curtis Thomas 
Jamal Harris 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


No. Wame 
31 Jason Giannini 
P 41 — Justin Kucek 
KR 2 Dominic Jones 
Dominic Jones 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Head Coach: Tim Brewster 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike Dunbar 


Defensive Coordinator: Everett Withers 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome (64.172) 


Class 


Jt. 
Jr 
Jr. 
Jr. 


2007 SIGNEES 


Duane Bennett RB 5'9" 
Clint Brewster QB C'l" 
Chris Bunders OL 63" 
Justin Chatman ATH = 5'9" 
Marc Cheatham WR 6'2" 
Durrell Clark-James DB 6'1" 
Ryan Collado DB OS'9" 
Trey Davis OL 6'2" 
Serge Elizee DT 61" 
Tray Herndon WR _ S'10" 
Harold Howell ATH 5'8" 
Anthony Jacobs Dry Gz 
Collin McGarry TE 6'4" 
Ryan Orton OL 64" 
Shane Potter DB 6'1" 
Eric Small DE. «02" 
Andre Tate RB 6'2" 
Kyle Theret DB OS‘11" 
Curtis Thomas 5 6'1" 
Jimmy Thompson WR O6'1" 
Logan U'u LB S10" 
Ryan Wynn OL) 65t 


190 Fairview Heights, IL 
190 Denver, CO 
305 Maple Grove, MN 
165 Mesquite, TX 
210 Oakland, CA 
190 San Francisco, CA 
165 Cincinnati, OH 
275 Farmington, MN 
300 Miami, FL 
170 Jacksonville, FL 
160 Jacksonville, FL 
265 Northfield, MN 
230 Stillwater, MN 
265 Eden Prairie, MN 
195 Clearwater, MN 
265 Naperville, IL 
215 Mendota Heights, MN 
185 Denver, CO 
190 Aldine, TX 
180 Hayward, WI 
225 Oakland, CA 
240 Plymouth, MN 


Tim Brewster says his first recruiting class should not include an 
asterisk even though most of the players were recruited by his 
predecessor, Glen Mason. In reality, the class is essentially Mason’s 
class. Even so, Brewster managed to attract five recruits — 
including his son, Clint, a highly regarded quarterback who had 
originally committed to Illinois and is expected to compete for the 
starting job. Predictably, the class ranked near the bottom of the Big 
Ten, an annual development under Mason. The class includes five 
junior college transfers and eight in-state prospects. Brewster 
raves about Harold Howell. Howell, who did not have any other 
offers, will play slot receiver and return kicks. “The guy is one of the 
most electrifying high schoo! football players I have ever seen,” 


Brewster says. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record; 6-7 (3-5 Big Ten) 
Date Opponent 

31 at Kent State 
9 at California 
16 Temple 
23 at Purdue 
30 Michigan 
7 Penn State 
at Wisconsin 
21 North Dakota State 
28 at Ohio State 
4 Indiana 
11 at Michigan State 
18 Iowa 
29 #Texas Tech 

# Insight Bowl 


epzzz99990NNNYS 
I 
> 


Results Score 


2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing At Comp. 
Bryan Cupito 359 214 
Tony Mortensen 10 2 
Rushing Alt Yus. 
Amir Pinnix 252 ~=—-:1,272 
Alex Daniels 67 309 
Jay Thomas 37 225 
Receiving Rec. Yds. 
Logan Payne 59 804 
Matt Spaeth 47 564 
Ernie Wheelwright 26 437 


Att. 
44-0 20,126 
17-42 55,035 
62-0 45,612 
21-27 54,620 
14-28 50,805 
27-28 45,227 
12-48 82,010 
10-9 62,845 
0-44 105,443 
63-26 44,610 
31-18 64,807 
34-24 64,140 
41-44 = 48,391 
Yds TD Int 
2,819 22 9 
15 0 2 
Avy. 1D 
5.0 10 
4.6 5 
6.1 4 
Avy ai) 
13.6 9 
12.0 4 
16.8 5 


Kicking: Jason Giannini, 7-12 FGs, 38-41 XPs, 59 points; Joel 


Monroe, 2-3 FGs, 9-9 XPs, 15 points 


Tackles. Mike Sherels, 104; Two players tied with 82 


Sacks: Willie VanDeSteeg, 10 
‘nlerceplions Dominique Barber, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


o team in America needed an 
offseason more than Northwestern. 
After six months of flux that saw 
Randy Walker's sudden death, Pat 
Fitzgerald’s quick entrance as head 
coach and a protracted quarterback 
competition, the Wildcats welcomed a 
chance to regroup. Stepping back from the 
4-8 season, Fitzgerald had no trouble 
identifying Northwestern's shortcomings — 
turnovers, special teams breakdowns, poor 
third-down defense. “It just punches you 
right between the eyes,” Fitzgerald says. “It’s 
obvious.” What's slightly less obvious is the 
potential Northwestern brings for 2007. 

After bringing life to a dormant offense, 
junior C.J. Bacher will be the catalyst for the 
Wildcats this fall. Bacher, who started the 
final five games of ’06, has plenty of 
playmakers at his disposal, including the 
deepest receiving corps in recent memory. 
Joining him is running back Tyrell Sutton, 
who churned out 1,000 rushing yards for the 
second straight season. There are depth 
concerns on the offensive line, but the 
Wildcats have enough veterans to return to 
their point-producing roots after finishing 
last in the Big Ten in scoring (16.5 ppg). 

The Wildcats lose only four starters from 
a defense that ended the season playing 
better. Giant defensive end Corey Wootton 
anchors a veteran line, and the secondary, 
Northwestern’s weakness during the spread- 
offense era, is stocked with young talent. The 
losses of Nick Roach and Demetrius Eaton 
make linebacker a chief concern for 
Fitzgerald. Special teams continued to prove 
costly in 2006 and must be upgraded. 

A whirlwind year behind them, the 
Wildcats have had time to recharge. With 14 
starters back and a favorable schedule, 
Northwestern could return to the Big Ten’s 
midsection and re-enter the bow] picture. 


Quarterbacks Northwestern's void under 
center hamstrung its high-powered spread 
offense until Bacher stepped in and provided 
stability. After seeing mixed results from 
Mike Kafka and Andrew Brewer, the 
Wildcats immediately clicked behind Bacher, 
who had been slowed by a leg stress fracture 
in training camp. The junior isn’t as big as 
record-setting predecessor Brett Basanez, but 
he has a stronger arm and quicker feet. 
Bacher’s primary challenge will be limiting 
turnovers after he threw two interceptions in 
each of his first four starts. “He throws on 
time, manages the game well,” Fitzgerald 
says. “He needs to make better decisions. 
There were times he tried to make big plays 
when they weren't there.” Kafka, a dual- 
threat quarterback who started the Wildcats’ 
first four games before sustaining a 
hamstring injury, will enter camp No. 2 on 


the depth chart. 


National Forecast 66 Big 


8th 


Running Backs There's a credible argument 
that Sutton’s 1,000-yard season was a more 
impressive feat than the 1,474 yards he 
tallied as a freshman in 2005. He had 61 
fewer carries and countless fewer holes but 
still eclipsed 100 rushing yards in three of his 
final five games. With Bacher at the helm, 
Sutton could be primed for a monster year if 
the offensive line jells. He’s also a key 
component of Northwestern's passing attack, 
catching 84 passes in his first two seasons. 
Senior Brandon Roberson returns as Sutton’s 
backup despite getting only three carries last 
season. Junior Omar Conteh could see 
increased action, and Fitzgerald is high on 
incoming freshman Scott Concannon. 


NUMBERS GAME 


Northwestern committed 23 
turnovers (14 interceptions, 9 
fumbles) in its eight losses last 
season. The Wildcats’ season- 
opening win at Miami (Ohio) marked 
their only game without a turnover. 
——E———————— 


Ten Prediction 


Receivers Fitzgerald lists four wide receiver 
spots on his depth chart. Despite the loss of 
leading receiver Shaun Herbert, the Wildcats 
are loaded with experience and versatility. Five 
receivers have starting experience and a sixth, 
Brewer, started three games at quarterback 
before switching to wideout. Northwestern 
has a capable possession receiver in Rasheed 
Ward and big-play threats in Ross Lane, Kim 
Thompson and Eric Peterman. Thompson 
has returned to the team after a leave of 
absence, but the hard-luck receiver broke his 
leg in the first spring scrimmage. He is 
expected back for fall camp. Plenty of intrigue 
surrounds Brewer, whose speed and size could 
go to waste as a backup quarterback. His first 
and only reception last season went for 48 
yards. “Him moving there full-time,” 
Fitzgerald says, “is really a chance to maximize 
his potential as an athlete.” Recent recruiting 
indicates that Northwestern could enhance 
the superback spot. Brendan Mitchell and 
Mark Woodsum will compete to start, but 
freshmen Josh Rooks and Cameron Joplin 
could be in the mix. 


Offensive Linemen The skill positions are 
fortified, but Northwestern's offensive success 
hinges on a line that struggled with injuries 
and transition last season. After back-to-back 
top 10 finishes in fewest sacks allowed, 
Northwestern tied for 73rd nationally last 
fall, surrendering 26. Second-year line coach 
Bret Ingalls saw gradual improvement, 
particularly with the emergence of left guard 
Adam Crum, who will solidify Bacher’s blind 
side with tackle Dylan Thiry this fall. Three- 


TWO-MINUTE-DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE WILDCATS 
As running back Tyrell Sutton bluntly 


stated after Northwestern’s final game 
last November, “The so-called rebuilding 
season’s over.” After a year of transition 


and tragedy, second-year coach Pat 
Fitzgerald and his players are looking 


ahead, and they like what they see. After 
finding an answer at quarterback in C.J. 


Bacher, Northwestern enters the fall 
stocked with offensive playmakers, 
particularly at wide receiver. The line is iffy, 


but if Bacher gets time and Sutton gets 


gaps, the spread offense should take flight 


after averaging a league-low 16.5 points 


per game in 2006. Turnovers came in 


bunches last season, and Northwestern 


must take better care of the ball. Defense 


is always a concern, but Northwestern 


made strides late last season and returns 


eight starters. The Wildcats need sturdier 


play on third down, and they enter the fall 
with uncertainty at weak-side linebacker. A 


secondary with three returning starters 


must increase the takeaway total (only 22 


last year) and limit big gains. Scholarship 


kicker Stefan Demos is a welcome 
addition, but Northwestern hasn’t survived 
a season without special teams 
breakdowns. The schedule features seven 


home games and omits both Penn State 


and Wisconsin, making seven to eight wins 


a realistic goal. 


S. 8 Nevada 
15 Duke 


29 Michigan 


3 Iowa 
10 Indiana 
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“Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


22 at Ohio State 


17 _ at Illinois 
# Detroit, MI 


6 at Michigan State | 
13 Minnesota 

#Eastern Michigan _ 
27 at Purdue _ 


Adam Katlela 


2007 SCHEDULE 


Northeastern 


See Si * 4c |e === 


Kadela, Sutton: Scott Boehm 


VME SEEPS Tee 


year starter Trevor Rees returns at center, and 
Fitzgerald remains confident in right guard Joel 
Belding, who struggled with penalties and the 
death of his father last season. After losing 
talented right tackle Ryan Keenan, Fitzgerald is 
looking for a fifth starter and three top reserves. 
Kurt Mattes, Desmond Taylor, Ramon Diaz 
and Tyler Compton will compete at right tackle. 


Defensive Linemen What was undeniably the 
team’s weakest position a year ago could quickly 
become one of its strengths. The Wildcats 
return all four starters up front as well as several 
reserves with starting experience. Northwestern 
is gradually transitioning to the 3-4 defense, but 
its strength on the line should dictate more base 
4-3 sets this fall. When the Wildcats do use the 
3-4, Wootton, Kevin Mims and David Ngene 
all can move inside. “We've got a lot of flexibility 
there,” Fitzgerald says. Wootton added 10 
pounds of muscle to boost his frame to 6'7", 
285 pounds. His size and wingspan limit 
quarterbacks’ vision, and his improved speed 
should boost his sack total. Returning starter 
Mims and seniors Mark Koehn and Ngene 
solidify the other end spot. Corbin Bryant 
provides depth after returning from a broken 
leg. Two-year starter John Gill returns at 
defensive tackle alongside sophomore Adam 


Hahn. 


RISING STAR 


Jordan Mabin rushed for 6,700 yards 
and 81 touchdowns in high school, but 
he wanted to play 
cornerback in 
college, much to 
the delight of his 
new coach, Pat 
Fitzgerald. The 
5'11", 175-pound 
former Ohio prep 
star runs a 4.4 in 
the 40 and could 
step in 
immediately at 
cornerback or 
nickel back. 


SCOUTING THE WILDCATS 


Opposing coaches size up Northwestern: “Pat Fitzgerald had them competitive and 
playing with energy. That’s a testament to the work that they did keeping it together with 
losing Randy Walker right before the season started. I do think there’s going to be a lot 
more struggle than they realize until they become a more experienced team. ... Their 
personnel is at the lower end of the Big Ten. Tyrell Sutton, if he has the offensive line, 
can be a pretty good back in this league like he was his freshman year with a bunch of 
seniors blocking for him. The quarterback, C.J. Bacher, is still yet to be determined 
whether he’s good enough. I didn’t see a receiver that really put fear in a defense. ... 
Pat has the energy level that people look for in recruiting. He understands and knows 
Northwestern. Having been part of rebuilding that place, he knows what it takes.” 


Linebackers Graduation losses have 
softened the defense’s midsection. 
The Wildcats lose starters Nick 
Roach and Demetrius Eaton and 
boast few proven contributors 
outside of Adam Kadela and Eddie 
Simpson. Weak-side linebacker 
could be the team’s most intense 
position battle, as junior Mike 
Dinard will compete with several 
younger players, including redshirt 
freshmen Quentin Davie and Nate 
Williams. There's also hope for 
sophomore Chris Jeske, the top 
recruit in 2005 who has yet to see the 
field because of back injuries. Jeske 
was cleared to practice this spring. 
Hopes are also high for incoming 
freshman Bryce McNaul, who will 
don the same number (51) that 
Fitzgerald did at Northwestern. 


Defensive Backs After dragging 
down the defense for years, the 
secondary might finally have the 
personnel for a breakthrough. With 
only one significant loss (cornerback 
Marquice Cole), Northwestern has le 
depth and experience at all four 
positions. Sherrick McManis and 
Brendan Smith form one of the Big 
Ten’s top playmaking tandems. 
McManis, by far the Wildcats’ top special- 
teams performer last year, replaced Cole at 
cornerback and had five pass breakups and an 
interception in three starts, Smith led the team 
with three interceptions and finished second in 
tackles (68). Cornerback Deante Battle and 
strong safety Reggie McPherson have 69 career 
appearances combined. Behind them is a core 
of talented young players, including safety Brad 
Phillips and redshirt freshman Justan Vaughn. 


Specialists Northwestern hopes Stefan Demos 
will be the answer to its chronic special teams 
woes. Demos, a scholarship kicker who 
redshirted in 2006, will handle field goals, 
kickoffs and possibly punting. Amado 
Villarreal can fill in at all spots, Smith will 
return punts and McManis will serve as the 
primary kick returner, but several others, 
including Brewer, Roberson and Mabin, figure 
to compete for return opportunities. 


“ms. * 


| Brendan Smith 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


In the way Defensive end Corey 
Wootton is putting his 6'7" frame to use. 
Wootton last year became the first 
Northwestern player since Hudhaifa 
Ismaeli in 1995 to grade in every major 
defensive statistical category (tackles, 
tackles for loss, sacks, deflections, 
interceptions, forced fumbles, fumble 
recoveries, quarterback hurries and 
blocked kicks). “Me being tall and 
having a long wing span helps out a lot, 
getting in the quarterback’s face,” 
Wootton says. 


Rooting interest As a former linebacker 
who battled injuries himself, coach Pat 
Fitzgerald has his fingers crossed for 
sophomore Chris Jeske, a prep 
superstar who has yet to play a down in 
college because of back injuries. Jeske 
was cleared to practice this spring. “As 
an athlete, patience is the worst thing to 
learn,” Fitzgerald says. “I couldn’t be 
prouder of a young man, through the 
adversity he’s gone through.” 


Homebody True freshman cornerback 
Mike Bolden from Evanston Township 
High School is Northwestern’s first in- 
town player since Leonard English in 
1993. 


2007 NORTHWESTERN ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT 
18 Bacher, Cu. QB 62" 200 
13 Kafka, Mike QB 63" =—220 
14 Mauro, Joe QB 64" (220 
Running Backs POS HT WT 
29 Conteh, Omar RB 60" = 205 


11 Roberson, Brandon RB 59" = 200 
25 Simmons, Stephen RB 58" 180 


19 Sutton, Tyrell RB O59 =190 
Receivers POS HT WT 
12 Brewer, Andrew WR 63" 210 
2 Coleman, Lee WR 510" 175 
81 Frymire, Kevin WR 61" 180 
88 Fisher II, Carl WR 60" 200 
87 Jones, Tonjua WR 62" 185 
9 Lane, Ross WR 63" 190 


85 Markshausen, Zeke WR S'l)" 180 


80 Mitchell, Brendan SB 63" 250 
83 Mitchell, Kevin WR 61" 215 
10 Peterman, Eric WR 61" 200 
33 Shanks, Nathan So) SU 225 
5 Stewart, Sidney WR 61" 180 
84 Thompson, Kim WR 64" 190 
8 Ward, Rasheed WR S11" 180 
44 Woodsum, Mark SB 60" 240 
7 Yarbrough, Jeff wR 511" 180 
Offensive Linemen POS HT WT 
52 Belding, Joel G 63" 300 
66 Boyle, Mike tT 67 275 
68 Compton, Tyler T pS 330) 
77 Crum, Adam G 61" 285 
60 Diaz, Ramon G 64" 295 
63 Grant, Keegan C 62" 295 
78 Mattes, Kurt T 66" 290 
50 Rees, Trevor Cc 62" 280 
59 Rucks, Alex OL 64" = 305 
76 Taylor, Desmond G 63" 285 
74. Thiry, Dylan T 68" 315 
Defensive Linemen POS HT WT 
98 Bryant, Corbin DE 64" 275 
70 Gill, John OT 63" 290 
79 Hahn, Adam OT 64" 295 
71 Highlen, Tanner OL 63" 290 
92 Kennedy, Keegan DT 62" 285 
91 Koehn, Mark DE 63" 265 
95 Mims, Kevin DE 63° 270 
72 Ngene, David DE 63" 260 
67 Thomas, Marshall DT 63" 265 
99 Wootton, Corey DE 67" 285 
Linebackers POS HT WT 
46 Arrington, Malcolm 1B 62" 235 
41 Davie, Quentin B64" 215 
31 Dinard, Mike LB 6'2""—-235 
50 Jeske, Chris iB él" «230 
48 Johnson, Rejaie LB 62". 240 
43 Kadela, Adam LB 63" 240 
36 Kwateng, Prince LB 62235 
54 Malleo, Chris LB 62" 235 
40 Simpson, Eddie Bo O6'l" 230 
57 Williams, Nate B62" 230 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT 
22 Battle, Deante cB COS'10" ‘180 
37 Dockery, Todd S 510" 190 
49 Downing, Tim cB. C«S'20" ‘180 
23 Hamlett, Gerard CB O5S'10"-190 
4 Hunter, Akeem S 61" 205 


24 McManis, Sherrick cB S61" «180 
27 McPherson, Reggie S 61" 200 
34 Nussbaum, James S$. 362, 215 


16 Oredugba, David CB O62" «(195 
17 Phillips, Brad Ss 64 210 
47 Richart, Chaz cB.SC«'9"—s«:180 
45 Rothrauff, Ben S 510° 195 
39 Smith, Brendan Ss 61" 210 
28 Vaughn, Justan cB 60" =180 
Specialists POS HT WT 
86 Brunner, Phil lS 62" 220 
97 Daley, Kyle P/K 60" 190 
1 Demos, Stefan K/P 5'10" 190 
94 Ison, Mark P 60" 190 


96 Villarreal, Amado K/P 510" 180 


cL Hometown 
Jr. Sacramento, CA 
So. Chicago, IL 
Fr. Bedford, TX 
cL Hometown 
Jr. Cypress, TX 
Sr. Pearland, TX 
Fr. St. Louis, MO 
Jr. Akron, OH 
CL Hometown 
So. Tulsa, OK 


Fr. Gainesville, GA 
So. Burr Ridge, IL 
Fr. Bolingbrook, IL 
Sr. Southfield, MI 


dr. Ft. Myers, FL 
So. Capron, IL 
So. Twinsburg, OH 
So. Skokie, IL 
dr. Sherman, IL 
Sr. Taylorville, IL 
Fr. Farmington Hills, MI 
Sr. Inkster, MI 


Jr. Chicago, IL 
So. Arlington Hts., IL 
dr. Richton Park, IL 


CL Hometown 
dr. Seville, OH 
Fr. Havertown, PA 
So. Humble, TX 
Sr. Anchor Point, AK 
So. Morris, IL 
Fr. Coal City, IL 
So. Larksville, PA 


Sr. Pearland, TX 
dh. Lincolnshire, IL 
So. — Los Angeles, CA 
Sr. Louisville, KY 
cL Hometown 
Fr. Chicago, IL 
Jr. Los Altos Hills, CA 
So. Hartford, WI 


So. Peoria, AZ 
Jr. Jupiter, FL 
Sr. Newton, KS 
dr. The Woodlands, TX 
Sr. Humble, TX 
So. Miami, FL 
So. Rutherford, NU 
CL Hometown 


ur. Rochester Hills, MI 
Fr St. Louis, MO 


Jr. Parma, OH 
So. Yorkville, IL 
dr. La Marque, TX 
Sr. Dublin, OH 
dr Munster, IN 
Sr. Wall Township, NU 
Sr. Houston, TX 
Fr. Pittsburgh, PA 
CL Hometown 
Sr. Fayetteville, GA 
dr. Atlanta, GA 
dr. Novi, MI 
Jr Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
dr. Chicago, IL 
So. Peoria, IL 


Sr San Leandro, CA 
Fr. Greenwood, IN 
dr Sherman Oaks, CA 
So. Export, PA 
dr. North Vernon, IN 
Sr Columbus, OH 


Jr. Andover, MA 
Fr. Pearland, TX 
cL Hometown 
Jr S. Milwaukee, WI 
dr. Arlington, TX 
Fr. Scottsdale, AZ 
Fr Powell, OH 


dr. Englewood, CO 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (6) 

Pos. No. Name Class 
WR 12 Andrew Brewer So. 
WR 10 Eric Peterman Jr. 
WR 9 Ross Lane Jr 
WR 8 _ Rasheed Ward Jr. 
LT 74 Dylan Thiry Sr. 
LG 77 Adam Crum Sr. 
c 50 Trevor Rees Sr. 
RG 52 _ Joel Belding Jr. 
RT 78 Kurt Mattes So. 
QB 18 C.J. Bacher dr. 
RB 19 Tyrell Sutton Jr 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos. No. Name 

WR 88 Carl Fisher 

WR 7 __ Jeff Yarbrough 
87 Tonjua Jones 
84 Kim Thompson 
68 Tyler Compton 
76 Desmond Taylor 
63 Keegan Grant 
60 Ramon Diaz 
66 Mike Boyle 
13 Mike Kafka 
29 Omar Conteh 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (8) 


Name Class 
Corey Wootton So. 
John Gill dr. 
Adam Hahn So. 
Kevin Mims Jr. 
Eddie Simpson Sr. 
Adam Kadela Sr. 
Mike Dinard Jr. 
Deante Battle Sr. 


Sherrick McManis So. 
Brendan Smith Jr 
Reggie McPherson Sr. 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Pos. . Name 

DE David Ngene 
Marshall Thomas. 
Keegan Kennedy 
Mark Koehn 
Quentin Davie 
Nate Williams 
Bryce McNaul 
dustan Vaughn 
Jordan Mabin 
Brad Phillips 
Ben Rothrauff 


Name 

Stefan Demos Fr. 

Stefan Demos Fr. 

Sherrick McManis So. 

Brendan Smith Jr. 
Returning Starters in Bold 


Head Coach: Pat Fitzgerald 

Record at School: 4—8 (1 year) 
Career Record: 4—8 (1 year) 
Offensive Coordinator: Garrick McGee 
Defensive Coordinator: Greg Colby 
Evanston, Ill. 

Ryan Field (47,130) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Colin Armstrong OL. 65) 275. Wheaton, IL 
David Arnold So G2" 4190 Copley, OH 
Mike Bolden CB SOL" —s-185 Evanston, IL 
Charles Brown WR Sl" 175 Chicago, IL 
Vince Browne DE 65" 240 Lisbon, OH 
Ben Burkett OL 64" 260 Toledo, OH 
Scott Concannon RB S'10" 185 Columbia, MO 
Jack DiNardo DL 64" 250 Hinsdale, IL 
Drake Dunsmore SB 63" 220 Lenexa, KS 
Ben Johnson LB 64" = 205 Trevor, WI 
Cameron Joplin TE, 65) 250 Ann Arbor, MI 
Jordan Mabin CB 5'11"—-175 Northfield Center, OH 


Niko Mafuli DL +63? 305 Florissant, MO 
Bryce McNaul LB 64" 235 Eden Prairie, MN 
Al Netter OL 66" 260 Rohnert Park, CA 
Dan Persa QB O61" 205 Bethlehem, PA 
Brian Peters S 64" 205 Pickerington, OH 
Josh Rooks TE 6167. ‘255 Zeeland, MI 
Kevin Watt LB 6'4"—230 Glen Ellyn, IL 


A quick start helped Northwestern recruit one of its best classes 
in recent years. The Wildcats received verbal commitments from 12 
of their 19 recruits before the season and got 10 in the three 
months following coach Randy Walker’s death. Cornerback Jordan 
Mabin and safety David Arnold, both Ohio natives, headline a group 
of four defensive backs. Northwestern also bolstered its defensive 
front seven with three-star linebacker Bryce McNaul, defensive 
tackle transplant Niko Mafuli and defensive end Jack DiNardo, the 
nephew of former Indiana coach Gerry DiNardo. Quarterback Dan 
Persa, the Class 4A Player of the Year in Pennsylvania, picked 
Northwestern over West Virginia. Standout wide receiver Charles 
Brown became Northwestern’s third consecutive Chicago Public 
League recruit after an 11-year drought. The class featured three 
tight ends/superbacks, including three-star prospects Josh Rooks 
and Cameron Joplin, suggesting that Northwestern will emphasize 
the position in the near future. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 4-8 (2-6 Big Ten) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
A.31 at Miami (Ohio) Ww 21-3 20,476 
S. 9 New Hampshire L 17-34 20,108 
S.16 Eastern Michigan W 14-6 = 21,935 
S.22 at Nevada L 21-31 16,176 
S.30 at Penn State L 7-33 108,837 
0. 7 — atWisconsin L 9-41 81,704 
0.14 ~~ ~Purdue L 10-31 27,171 
0.21 Michigan State L 38-41 29,387 
0.28 at Michigan L 3-17 = 109,114 
N. 4 at Iowa 21-7 = 70,585 
N.11 Ohio State L 10-54 = 47,130 
N.18 Illinois W 27-16 =. 22,242 
Passing Att. Comp. Yds. TD Int. 
C.J. Bacher 161 95 1,172 6 8 
Mike Kafka 96 55 494 1 5 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. 1D 
Tyrell Sutton 189 1,000 5.3 5 
Mike Kafka 48 263 5.5 2 
Terrell Jordan 66 219 3.3 4 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. 1D 
Shaun Herbert 47 494 10.5 2 
Tyrell Sutton 40 261 6.5 2 
Ross Lane 30 401 13.4 2 


Kicking: Joel Howells, 8-12 FGs, 24-25 XPs, 48 points 
Tackles: Adam Kadela, 80; Brendan Smith, 68 
Sacks: Corey Wootton, 5 
Interceptions: Brendan Smith, 3 
Returning Players in Bold 


— National Forecast 


ohnny Heisman has moved on and so 

have his favorite weapons — one of 

college foorball’s biggest game- 

breakers, his sticky-fingered receiving 

counterpart and a big-game 
performer who was threatening to join the 
Ohio State pantheon for tailbacks. 

So what are the Buckeyes to do in 2007 
without the likes of Troy Smith, Ted Ginn Jr., 
Anthony Gonzalez and Antonio Pittman? 
Go back to the basics on offense and start 
smacking people on defense, of course. 

Still wounded from the _ national 
championship embarrassment, and now 
without some of the more accomplished 
playmakers in school history, OSU will try to 
go back to survival mode this fall — and yet 
still may have the personnel to post double- 
digit wins and top the Big Ten despite the 
perceived shortcomings. 

“Just being here and part of the tradition, 
that’s the goal around here year in and year 
out,” wide receiver Brian Robiskie says. “I 
think we have the guys who are capable of 
doing that and we have the guys who have 
the potential to go out and win that 
championship. 

“It’s going to come down to how fast we 
come together, and can we realize how good 
we can be.” 

Much of the optimism stems from the 
horses up front as OSU has the makings of a 
sturdy offensive wall and a menacing 
defensive line that can change games in a 
hurry. Plus, with a bevy of talented 
linebackers and a secondary with enough 
wheels to equip a semi, the defense, which 
allowed only 12.8 points per game last 
season, may not lose a beat this fall. 

But to make it all work, the Buckeyes will 
need a new hero at one ultra-important 
position — quarterback. 

“We've got to have a guy emerge,” head 
coach Jim Tressel says. “I know we'd like to 
christen someone, but he’s got to emerge.” 


Quarterbacks Smith left school as the best to 
ever play the position at Ohio State in the 
eyes of most, a sentiment confirmed when he 
became the first true Big Ten quarterback 
ever to win the Heisman Trophy. He left 
behind three green hopefuls to vie for the 
position, and none of them performed 
admirably in the spring. With neither Robbie 
Schoenhoft nor Antonio Henton playing 
well enough to shake things up, it appears 
6'5" junior Todd Boeckman has the job. 
Tressel announced as much after the spring 
session but had reasons to be troubled as all 
three struggled with ill-timed interceptions 
in scrimmages. Boeckman is the least mobile 
of the bunch but throws the ball most 
consistently. He's a natural risk-taker who 
will have to temper his search for the big 


play. 


12 Big Ten Prediction 


ard 


Running Backs Last year, 6'1", 225-pound 
frosh Chris “Beanie” Wells emerged as the 
teams best option on 3rd-and-short. The 
former prep superstar needs to be prepared to 
hear his number called on Ist-and-10 and 
2nd-and-6 this year. While Pittman was an 
explosive back who had a knack for busting 
off huge runs that sealed games, Wells is a 
grinder who can take 30 handoffs on any 
given Saturday to set up whatever passing 
game the Buckeyes can muster. However, he’s 
still unproven as a pass catcher or blocker. 
Veteran Maurice Wells, who had to be talked 
out of transferring in the offseason, is in line 
to serve as a backup, although incoming 
freshmen Brandon Saine and Daniel Herron, 
two Ohio natives, will get an opportunity to 
work into the mix. Saine appears too talented 
to leave off the field. 


NUMBERS GAME 


Ohio State allowed only 19 
1 quarterback sacks in 13 


games last season. But new 

quarterback Todd Boeckman 
presents a big target and is less fleet- 
footed than Troy Smith. 


Receivers The Brians — Robiskie and 
Hartline — haven't yet concocted a catchy 
nickname for their dual services, but they do 
figure to make a name for themselves with 
Ginn and Gonzalez off to the NFL and 
hulking wideout Roy Hall also departed. 
They ranked third and fourth, respectively, 
in receptions last season but combined for 
only 46. Robiskie, the son of longtime NFL 
assistant coach ‘Terry Robiskie, uses guile as 
much as his quickness to get open downfield. 
He caught five touchdowns in limited duty 
in 2006. Hartline is a possession receiver- 
stuntman who is content to run inside routes 
and spring his buddies with big downfield 
blocks. Sophomore Ray Small is the team’s 
most natural flanker and will need to join the 
attack to stretch defenses. Juniors Albert 
Dukes and Devon Lyons also can provide 
help in the passing game, as can tight end 
Rory Nicol. 


Offensive Linemen Here is the area where 
Ohio State has to be outstanding to maintain 
its hold atop the Big Ten. Alex Boone and 
Steve Rehring, a pair of 6'8", 325-pound- 
plus behemoths, will anchor the group from 
the left side, and Kirk Barton, the only senior 
on the unit, provides another oak tree at 
right tackle. Any or all of them could earn 
All-Big Ten honors. Jim Cordle is a natural 
center but will be hard-pressed to live up to 
the recent tradition there, following right 


behind Nick Mangold and Doug Datish. 


 TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BUCKEYES 


If this is an Ohio State team that can 
return to the BCS bowl equation it will 
have to win close games and rely on its 
defense and special teams much the way 
the “Tresselized” Buckeyes did in their 
national championship season of 2002. 
Todd Boeckman, or whoever ends up 
being the signal-caller, will have to learn 
to play within that system and only take 
risks when warranted. And Beanie-ball 
will be in order for OSU to grind out a lot 
of 24-to-something victories as the 
offense will rely on the churning legs of 
bruising tailback Chris “Beanie” Wells. A 
deep and potentially ferocious defense 
should allow the offense to be relatively 
mundane. The pass rush looks fierce, and 
the depth at linebacker behind the likes 
of James Laurinaitis and Marcus 
Freeman is an embarrassment of riches. 
If the secondary becomes a trustworthy 
unit, Jim Tressel once again will be 
blessed with one of the best stop units in 
the country. The schedule appears to be 
confidence-building, which is vital for a 
team showcasing new leaders and a new 
quarterback. However, OSU must succeed 
in an early trip to Washington, never an 
easy task. Eventually the Buckeyes will be 
in the Lions’ den at Penn State and host 
Wisconsin, and they must escape the Big 
House at Michigan to have a special 
season. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


Youngstown State — 
Akron 

at Washington 
Northwestern 
at Minnesota 
at Purdue 
Kent State 
Michigan State 
_at Penn State 
Wisconsin 
lllinois 

at Michigan 


See SSSSSse=z= 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


Wells: John Grieshop; Laurinaitis: Brad Schloss 


Ben Person seems to have locked down right 
guard. Line coach Jim Bollman likes the 
makeup and depth he has to work with and also 
believes tight ends Nicol and Jake Ballard 
should aid the blocking effort. 


Vernon Gholston is the 
only returning starter to the defensive front 
four but don't bother to shed a tear for position 
coach and defensive coordinator Jim Heacock. 
While Quinn Pitcock, David Patterson and Jay 
Richardson were logging more than solid senior 
seasons, Heacock also managed to develop 
scads of young talent in the line. End Lawrence 
Wilson appears ready to step right in and make 
an impact. Wilson is a former prep basketball 
standout who has added bulk to his 6'6" frame 
yet still seems to have every bit of the 
athleticism. If Wilson performs to his ability he 
will provide a perfect bookend to Gholston, 
who led Ohio State in sacks last season with 
8.5. Todd Denlinger, Doug Worthington and 
Dexter Larimore all could be in line for 
breakout seasons inside, and the coaches believe 
former prize recruit Robert Rose is ready to 
help on the interior or at end. 


It is noteworthy enough that the 
Buckeyes return James Laurinaitis, who came 
out of nowhere to win the Bronko Nagurski 
Award as a sophomore, to the middle of their 


No matter where he lines up in the 
secondary, 


figures to 
make an impact. 
The sophomore 
already has the 
look of a savvy 
playmaker and 
has shown a nose 
for the ball. He 
victimized OSU’s 
quarterbacks with 
several 
interceptions in 
spring drills and is 
ready to change games this fall. 


“Having to replace Troy Smith, the top two 
receivers and the top runner is a major concern for a team. They’re going to have 
some work to do. ... They’re going to have some athletes. They always will. The one 
freshman kid, (running back Chris) Wells, is going to be better that what people expect 
him to be because he’s going to be more of a mainstay guy for them. ... They are 
going to be pretty good on defense. There are still ways formationally to take 
advantage, but you’re not going to line up and overmatch them. 
will be their quarterback, whoever that is, and what kind of performance he has. If 
you’ve got a guy that can come in and make plays, he makes everybody better. If you 
don’t, it really keeps the offense from performing up to its peak level.” 


potentially damaging defense. 
However, he is only one impressive 
component at linebacker. Marcus 
Freeman, who tied for second on the 
team in tackles last year with 71 
behind Laurinaitis’ 115, is the weak- 
side backer and again should be on 
the field for nearly every defensive 
snap. Former junior college star 
Larry Grant handles the strong-side 
duties and is primed for a big senior 
season after shining in the spring. 
There is depth galore behind those 
three, including Curtis Terry, a 
veteran of many battles, and the up- 
and-coming Ross Homan. 


The building blocks 
are in place with a proven cover 
corner in Malcolm Jenkins and 
enough speed and force throughout 
the secondary. However, roles need 
to be defined and cover skills need to 
be refined if the Buckeyes are to hold 
up against what has become a 
relatively pass-happy Big Ten. With 
Andre Amos nursing a knee injury in 
the spring and ballyhooed recruit 
Eugene Clifford just arriving on 
campus in the fall, youngster Chimdi 
Chekwa seized the opportunity to 
earn some time, likely as a nickel 
back. Donald Washington should start at the 
corner opposite Jenkins unless Clifford unseats 
him. Safety is a work in progress. The coaches 
like the big-play ability of Anderson Russell at 
strong safety and may go with Kurt Coleman at 
the free safety spot over the sometimes-sketchy 
junior Jamario O'Neal. 


A pair of sophomores few in the 
country could identify, placekicker Aaron 
Pettrey and punter A.J. Trapasso, could be a big 
key as to the success of the Buckeyes this year. 
Tressel would love to gain confidence in 
Pettrey’s ability to knock home three-pointers 
— he was 8-of-11 on field goals in 06 — and 
watch Trapasso hit boomers into the corner so 
that he can rein in the young offense and play 
the field position game. Saine and Jenkins 
could be exciting return men but arent likely to 
make anyone forget about Ginn. 


... The key for them 


/ 
ernon Peo: 


Following in the footsteps 
of other athletic teams with outward 
empathy for the recent tragedy on the 
campus of Virginia Tech, the Buckeyes 
competed in their April 21 spring 
scrimmage donning the VT logo on their 
gray helmets. 


After the spring game, the 
sod inside Ohio Stadium was removed so 
that the university could proceed with 
immediate plans to install new synthetic 
turf. The Buckeyes practiced on the field 
for a couple of scrimmages during the 
rainy spring of 2006 and parts of the 
grass never recovered. By the time No. 1 
OSU hosted No. 2 Michigan in November, 
the field was shot. 


The schedule will bring a 
few familiar faces to Columbus, 
beginning with the season-opening date 
with Youngstown State, where coach 
Jim Tressel once claimed four I-AA 
national titles. The Penguins are guided 
by head coach Jon Heacock, brother of 
OSU co-defensive coordinator Jim 
Heacock. In-state foes Akron and Kent 
State also will visit. Ex-OSU defensive 
coordinator Mark Dantonio will lead his 
new team, Michigan State, into Ohio 
Stadium on Oct. 20. 


Brad Schloss 


2007 OHIO STATE ROSTER PROJECTED 2007 SIGNEES 
Quarterbacks POS WT Hometown DEPTH CHART Evan Blankenship OL 63" 300 Monaca, PA 


‘a beanie Na . cs a 7 Eatin e Eugene Clifford cB. CG'2"—s«190 Cincinnati, OH 

lenton, Antonio t. ‘ort Valley, 3 ae . 

11 Schoenhoft, Rob QB 66" (240 So. Mason, OH FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (5) Donnie Evege DB 5'11". 185 ~—-Huber Heights, OH 

Running Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown Pos. No. Name Class Daniel Herron RB 5'10" 200 Warren, OH 
46 Christian, K.C. RB 60? 203) «OF. Kitts Hill, OH SE 80 Brian Robiskie Jr. Cameron Heyward DT 6'6" 280 Suwanee, GA 
Papen a a Al il eae (LE a So. | Jermale Hines 1B 62" 205 Cleveland, OH 

1 ; id WB 9 Brian Hartline So. F in 

43 Olson, Aram FB 62 252s Columbia, SC ye’ 35) Kalen Bates Ne Nate Oliver S 6'0" 195 Lakewood, OH 
16 Robinson, Trever RB 60" 220) Sr Richmond, VA e 1" ‘i 
28. Wells, Chris RB 61" 225 So. Akron,0H | LG 71 Steve Rehring eel) nose Seems SE rR SES 
34 Wells, Maurice RB 510" 190 Jr —_dacksonwille, FL C 64 Jim Cordle So. Brian Rolle LB S'11" 210 Immokalee, FL 
conn = aa oi a : rem RG 63 Ben Person dr Brandon Saine RB 6'1" 205 Piqua, OH 

allard, Jake 7" . pringboro, > h 0 7 Tol H 

5 Dukes, Albert WR 61" 190 Je BelleGlade,r. | RT 74 Kirk Barton oD Roe ha R O08 
9 Hartline, Brian WR 63" 180 So. North Canton, OH TE 88 Rory Nicol Jr. James Scott DB 5'10". 165 —_ Daytona Beach, FL 
46 Larson, J.D. TE 64" 220 So. Ventura, CA QB 17 Todd Boeckman Jr Solomon Thomas DE 65" 225 West Chester, OH 
4 pe ped ue sa a = F ee rs TB 28 Chris Wells So. Devon Torrence S 61" 190 Canton, OH 
82 Nill A TE 66" 260 Fr Washingt PA Taurian Washington WR  6'2" 180 Orchard Lake, MI 
88 Nol Rory Te 65" 250 dc Beaver pa_-| SECOND TEAM OFFENSE ; : 

86 Potokar, Dan wR 60" 170 So. Grove City, OH . No. Name Jim Tressel and his staff found help at several positions of need 
80 Robiskie, Brian WR 63" 195 dr Cleveland, OH Devon Lyons and signed a 15-man class rife with speed, versatility and winning 
es evon Lyo 3 

15 Ruhl, Kyle WR 61 165 de Powell, OH Albert Duk backgrounds. In Ohio, the Buckeyes landed Mr. Football award 
5 See, eat We 75 50" Ceveland OH db Tateae 3 winner Brandon Saine of Piqua, a running back/kick returner with 
87 Smith, Brandon Te 63 B2 de Euclid, OH Albert Dukes 8 , y 9g 4 , 

81 Ulery, Brent WR 60" 203 Sr Centerville, OH Josh Kerr blazing speed, and fellow Parade All-American Eugene Clifford, a 

Offensive linemen POS HT WT CL Honetoanl Kyle Mitchum = pba as from the powerful grid Colerain program. ye 
74 Barton, Kirk T 66" 310 Sr Massillon, OH : ; igure to see time right away. Linebacker Jermale Hines o' 
75. Boone, Alex Tm” (68 3250) ie Lakewood, OH ney ee Cleveland Glenville and safety Nate Oliver of Lakewood St. 
70 Browning, Bryant QL 64" 328 Fr. Cleveland, OH Mee comnng * | Edwards kept the pipeline to Northeast Ohio open. Ohio State 
64 Corde, Jim C G4" 280 So. Lancaster, OH von Skinner signed five prospects from outside the state boundaries, including 
78 Dye, Daniel OL 63" 280 Sr Napoleon, OH Jake Ballard : : ate ; 

73 Kerr. Josh T 65" 283 Fr Strongsville, OH : a pair of Florida prep standouts in linebacker Brian Rolle and 
57. Malone, Chris OL 62" 270 So. Gahanna, OH Robbie Schoenhoft . cornerback James Scott as well as promising defensive lineman 
67. Mitchum, Kyle 6 65" 25 de Erie, PA Maurice Wells : Cam Heyward of Georgia, the son of former NFL running back 
. wees, — e io _ a Craig “Ironhead” Heyward. The only offensive lineman to join the 

rson, Ben 4" r. enia, 128 5 A : 

71 Rehring, Steve G 68" 329 Jr West Chester, OH i hie elas ioe pare elated olPenitegirats 2e8 
76 Sika, Scott OL 63" 275 Fr. —_ Strongsville, OH - No. Name ' Class UpIG REY mbever 
79 Skinner, Jon G 65" 300 ut Mt. Carmel, PA Lawrence Wilson Jr. 

69 Slagle, Zach ot: 2. Canton, OH Todd Denlinger r 2006 RESU LTS 
77 Smith, Connor OL GS" (25. ‘Re Cincinnati, OH - 

54 Whaley, Tyler C 61" 270 dt —_Tronton, OH Doug Worthington S| Record: 12-1 (8-0 Big Ten) 

ive Li Hometown rei sear ; Date Opponent Result Score Att. 

93 Abdallah, Nader oT 65" 310 ur Metairie, LA Larry Grant 3 £ 
78 Barrow, Alex DE 65° 275 ok Dublin, OH James Laurinaitis S. 2 Northern Illinois W 35-12 103,896 
- rear ncy Mm Hs is bag ‘ Tro, 1 Marcus Freeman S. 9 atTexas Ww 24—7 89,422 

in, Ywatter tr. arasota, . fat Hy jes 

96 Garnier, Juan DL 64" 315 Sr Boston, MA eepencenis S. 16 Cincinnati W 37-7 105,037 
50 Gholston, Vernon DL 64" 260 dt Detroit, MI Donald Washington S. 23 Penn State W = 28- 6 —-:105,266 
69 Gray, Bryan DL 61" 273 So. Antwerp, OH Anderson Russell S. 30 at Iowa W 38-17 70,585 
72 Larimore, Dexter DT! 163" (275; ’ Fe Merrillville, IN Kurt Coleman ; 

9 Rose, Robert DE 65" 260 So. Cleveland, OH 0. 7 Bowling Green W 35-7 105,057 
91 Williams, Ryan DE 66" 245 So. Mission Viejo, CA 0. 14 at Michigan State Ww 38-7 73,498 
87 Wilson, Lawrence DE 66" 270 dt Akron, OH . 

84 Worthington, Doug DT 67" 274 So. _Athol Springs, NY Mane 0. 21 Indiana W 44-3 105,267 

Linebackers POS HT WT cL Hometown Robert Rose 0, 28 Minnesota Ww 44- 0 105,443 
z come aon f “ ee * Huber Helos, oF Nader Abdallah N. 4 at Illinois Ww 17-10 = 53,351 
6 Grant, Larry 1B 63" 225 Sr Norcorss, GA Dexter Larimore N. 11 at Northwestern W 54-10 47,130 
51 Homan, Ross LB 6". 237. «So. — Coldwater, OH Alex Barrow N. 18 Michigan Ww 42-39 105,708 
4 papal i rae aa Fr Los feos CA Curtis Terry J. 8 #Florida L 14-41 74,628 

aurinaitis, James ” dr. Hamel, A F . : . 

36 Lukens, Curt (8 63" 215 St North Canton, OH Austin Spitler ; #BCS National Championship Game 
49 Lukens, Ryan 1B 60" 230 ut Lebanon, OH Ross Homan 5 
26 Moeller, Tyler 1B 61" 205”. Cincinnati, OH Chimdi Chekwa " 

42 Schwartz, Nathan B61" 240 Fr. Clyde, OH Eugene Clifford . 2006 IN D IVI D UAL STATS 
38 Spitler, Austin 1B 63" 242 So. Bellbrook, OH Jamario O'Neal ; 

55. Terry, Curtis (Bo 62" 234 Sr. Cleveland, OH +e palt E Passing Att. Comp. Yds. 1D Int. 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown Nick Patterson : Troy Smith 311 203 2,542 30 6 
13 Amos, Andre CB 6" 180 So. Middletown, OH - . 

5 Chekwa, Chim cB OI" «180 Fr Clermont, FL. | SPECIAL TEAMS dustin Zwick 23 4 iw 68 8 

4 Coleman, Kurt S 511" 185 So. Clayton, OH Rushing Att = Yds. Avg. = TD 
8 Gant, Aaron S 60° 205 So. Orchard Lake, MI Antonio Pittman 242 ~=-:1,233 pak 14 
2 Jenkins, Malcolm CB OG!" «202 Jr _—~Piscataway, NU 20 Aaron Pettrey Chris Wells 104 576 55 7 
29 Lane, Shaun cB. OS'10" 180) sd. Hubbard, OH A.J. Trapasso dr. : i 
3 O'Neal, Jamario S 61" 200 dr Cleveland, OH Brandon Saine Fr. Troy Smith 72 204 2.8 1 
23 Patterson, Nick S$ 62% 210 de St. Louis, MO Maledinvdenking Ue Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. 1D 
21 Russell, Anderson S 60 190 So. Atlanta, GA z = Ted Ginn ur 59 781 13.2 9 
24 Schwartz, Grant DB 60 «200)—sFr. Dana Hills, CA Returning Starters In Bold . : 

19 Underwood, Brandon DB 62 180 dr Hamilton, OH ead Coach: Sea Tratea! Anthony Gonzalez 51 734 =14.4 8 
20 Washington, Donald CB 62" 195 So. Indianapolis, IN te saree pean (iene) Brian Robiskie 20.) 3938 9 33:9) 8 Ue 
24 Williams, Marcus DB oS 196 Fr Ironton, OH ecord at school: 62- years saLing : 2 ‘lpia 
17 Wiis, Zach DB O50" 160 de Hubbard, OH Career Record: 197-71-2 (21 years) Kicking: Aaron Pettrey, 8-11 FGs, 55-58 XPs, 79 points; Ryan 


Pretorius, 1-2 FGs, 2-2 XPs, 5 points 


Hometown Offensive Coordinator: Jim Bollman peta 
56 Makridis, Dimitrios iS 61" 225 Sr Warren, OH Coxfiefensive Costtiuitors: Tackles: James Laurinaitis, 115 
20 Pettrey, Aaron Kio eh’ “295, “So: Raceland, KY . - Sacks: Vernon Gholston, 8.5 
‘ i Jim Heacock, Luke Fickell 3 
85 Pretorius, Ryan K 59" 180 Jr Durban, S. Africa | Interceptions: Naas Laurinaitis,S 
15 Trapasso, A.J. P 61" 220 Jr Pickerington, OH Columbus, Ohio " 
44 Weihrauch, Jason P 62 206 Fr denera, OH Ohio Stadium (101,568) Returning Players in Bold 


enn State is thinking big again. 
Three years removed from the worst 
downturn of Joe Paterno’s career, the 
Nittany Lions are finally starting to 
sound like themselves. They are 
talking like typical Penn State football 
players. Which is to say, they're talking 
national championship. “That's our number 
one goal,” quarterback Anthony Morelli says. 
“When we break the huddle, we say, “One- 
two-three, national champs!’ —That’s 
something we want to keep in everybody's 
mind. It’s the reason we work hard every day.” 

Michigan, Ohio State and Wisconsin are 
working hard every day, too. So the most 
pressing question surrounding this year’s 
Lions isn’t whether they sound like national 
champions, but whether they bear any 
resemblance to the BCS contenders they 
believe themselves to be. The answer? 
Depends on where you look. 

The Lions appear to have potential on 
defense, even with All-America linebacker 
Paul Posluszny gone, but the offense needs 
work. Penn State finished ninth in the Big 
Ten in scoring last fall after a succession of 
red zone mishaps. That won't suffice this 
season. With eight offensive — starters 
returning, expectations are high. Says 
Morelli, “We have to be more focused.” 

And speaking of focus, one can’t help but 
wonder how Penn State will cope with the 
fallout from the arrest of six Nittany Lions in 
April following an incident in which the 
players allegedly forced their way into an off- 
campus apartment and assaulted a student 
with whom safety Anthony Scirrotto had 
scuffled earlier that evening. The charges 
against four of the players were dropped in 
early May, but Scirrotto and defensive tackle 
Chris Baker must still stand trial. 

The arrests brought a somber end to an 
otherwise encouraging spring at Penn State. 


Quarterbacks The Lions played it safe 
during Morelli’s first season as a_ starter, 
favoring sideline routes in a bid to minimize 
turnovers. The strategy worked. Morelli 
threw only eight interceptions despite 
attempting a school-record 386 passes. But 
he also finished with only 11 touchdown 
passes and a completion rate of 53.9 percent. 
Now that Morelli has a full season of starting 
experience and a stable of blue-chip wideouts 
at his disposal, the Lions figure to give his 
world-class arm a rigorous workout. He 
reportedly looked good in spring practice, 
showing better touch on shorter passes and 
going through his progressions with 
patience. Junior Daryll Clark and redshirt 
freshman Pat Devlin will vie for the backup 
spot. Clark is a run-pass threat a la Michael 
Robinson, while Devlin was one of the prize 
recruits in Penn State's 2006 freshman class. 


National Forecast 17 Big 
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Running Backs Senior Austin Scott hasn’t 
played since the 2006 Orange Bowl. He 
gained 110 yards that night against Florida 
State after filling in for injured starter Tony 
Hunt. It was one of his finest moments as a 
collegian and it seemed to re-energize his 
career, Naturally, he followed it up by getting 
hurt. Scott redshirted last season after his 
knee and ankle were injured in spring 
practice. One of the top recruits in Penn 
State’s 2003 freshman class, he comes into his 
final season with 1,021 career yards — 2,832 
fewer than he gained as a high school senior. 
He's pointing to former Penn State great 
Larry Johnson as his inspiration, noting that 
Johnson was a backup before shining in his 
final season. But Johnson was indestructible. 
Scott must stay healthy if he’s going to use his 
senior year as a springboard to stardom. 
Fellow senior Rodney Kinlaw has 
tremendous speed, but his size (5'9", 201 
pounds) and injury history have hindered his 
bid for more carries. 


NUMBERS GAME 


The Lions have 30 Top 25 
finishes in Joe Paterno’s 41 
3 0 seasons as head coach. The 
Lions were 24th in last year’s 
AP poll. 
Receivers The Lions return eight of their top 
nine pass-catchers from last year, giving 
Morelli a host of options. Junior Deon Butler, 
the team’s leading receiver the past two 
seasons, has good speed and big-play ability. 
Classmate Jordan Norwood is equally reliable. 
He's known for his willingness to go over the 
middle, an asset the Lions may look to exploit 
more often now that Morelli has some 
experience under his belt. Junior Derrick 
Williams is one of the team’s biggest stars. But 
while he’s known as a playmaker — a 
reputation that dates back to his days as a prep 
All-American — he didn’t make many plays in 
his first injury-free college season. The Lions 
need to get him the ball in open space where 
he can put his dazzling speed to use. 
Sophomore tight end Andrew Quarless could 


turn out to be a star in his own right. He’s got 
great hands and a rangy, athletic build. 


Offensive Linemen As usual, the news here is 


mixed. While Penn State returns center A.Q. 
Shipley, right guard Rich Ohrnberger and 
right tackle John Shaw, the left side of the 
line is under construction. And yes, in case 
you're wondering, that’s Morelli’s blind side. 
The Lions are giving converted guard Gerald 
Cadogan a shot at left tackle, while fellow 
junior Elijah Robinson has first dibs on the 
left guard position. Paterno is optimistic. 


Ten Prediction 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE NITTANY LIONS 


It might seem odd to cite the passing 
game as one of the Lions’ biggest 
unknowns. After all, they have a senior 
quarterback and a receiver corps with 52 
starts to its credit. But that’s Penn State 
for you. Known for developing 
quarterbacks sloooooocowly, the Lions 
always face skepticism. It doesn’t help 
that they have a huge hole to fill at left 
tackle and are building their running 
game around injury-prone tailbacks 
Austin Scott and Rodney Kinlaw. Trouble 
at either of those spots could consign 
this team to a second-division Big Ten 
finish. The defense is in limbo. The front 
seven appears solid despite heavy 
graduation losses, but the secondary, 
once considered a strength, could lose 
all-conference safety Anthony Scirrotto 
due to legal problems stemming from a 
fight this past spring. The Lions do have a 
friendly schedule, with Notre Dame, Ohio 
State, Iowa and Wisconsin all set to visit 
Beaver Stadium. And Morelli, for all the 
concern about the passing game, has 
made steady progress. If he can lead 
Penn State past the Notre Dame in week 
two and help end its run of bad luck 
against Michigan, the skepticism will 
abate and the championship talk will get 
a lot louder. 


2007 SCHEDULE 
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17 at Michigan State 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


Butler: Bruce Schwartzman; Morelli: John Grieshop 


Says the coach, “I think we're solid.” Maybe so, 
but skepticism abounds given the team’s 
recurrent problems. It’s telling that the Lions 
signed two junior college linemen in the 
offseason. Before wooing Ako Poti and Nerraw 
McCormack, Penn State hadn’t signed a junior 
college player in more than 20 years. 


Defensive Linemen Penn State might appear 
soft with three vacancies up front. But there 
are high hopes for the newcomers. Junior Josh 
Gaines is a rising star after making the starting 
lineup last season. Opposite Gaines, the Lions 
have another potential standout in sophomore 
Maurice Evans, who weighs 269 pounds and 
appears better suited to the position than last 
year’s starter, converted linebacker Tim Shaw. 
Penn State still has some decisions ahead at 
tackle, but the talent pool is deep. Candidates 
for the starting spots include Abe Koroma and 
converted end Jared Odrick. Also in the mix is 
Philip Taylor, a sophomore who has displayed 
impressive maneuverability for a 337- 
pounder. 


Linebackers Posluszny is gone, but 
opponents are apt to find the drop-off 
depressingly slight. The Lions are still 
loaded. Senior Dan Connor will 


probably start at inside linebacker after three 


RISING STAR 


As a member of the scout team, 
freshman defensive end Aaron Maybin 
at times gave star tackle Levi Brown all 
he could handle. 
That’s a pretty 
good indication of 
his potential. 
Maybin might not 
beat out projected 
starter Maurice 
Evans, but he 
could see plenty of 
action on an 
overhauled 
defensive line. 


SCOUTING THE NITTANY LIONS 


Opposing coaches size up Penn State: “The key to them is whether or not they’re 
going to be able to get back to running the ball like they did with Tony Hunt and Larry 
Johnson. They’ve got some receivers. ... The jury is out on (QB Anthony) Morelli. I 
think he’s a good player, not a great one. ... I like having (LB) Dan Connor line up 
against me. I don’t think he’s Paul Posluszny. I don’t think he’s Tim Shaw. ... Justin 
King is an NFL guy. They finally left him at corner and didn’t try to do the two-way thing 
and he flourished there. ... I’m not sure they have a running back. They’re a two-back 
team that depends on the run to set up the pass, and that’s going to be critical for 
them, depending on who they have coming back at that position. Running back is 
maybe their biggest concern on paper, but I know they’ve recruited well. ... I was 
impressed with the physical nature that they played with in the bowl game (Outback).” 


years outside. Posluszny made the 
same move last season, to much 
acclaim. Connor has some of 
Posluszny’s attributes — great 
closing speed, a penchant for 
diagnosing plays and an aggressive 
demeanor. Tyrell Sales was looking 
like Connor's likely replacement 
until he was implicated in the 
skirmish this past spring. If he’s 
unavailable, the Lions might turn to 
redshirt freshman Bani Gbadyu. 
Sean Lee will continue to hold down 
the opposite outside linebacker 
position. Though overshadowed by 
the upperclassmen, Lee has seen 
plenty of action the past two seasons. 


Defensive Backs This was shaping 
up as one of the best secondaries in 
the Big Ten, if not the country. But 
with Scirrotto embroiled in legal 
trouble, the Lions could be in a bit of 
trouble. Junior Justin King has been 
touted as potentially the best cover 
cornerback in school history. He 
blanketed Tennessee’s Robert 
Meachem in the Outback Bowl last 
January, holding the All-America 
receiver to four catches for 33 yards. 
If Scirrotto is removed from the 
equation, junior Spencer Ridenhour 
could step into the strong safety spot. 
Elsewhere, the coaches are reviewing their 
options. Should they leave junior Tony Davis at 
cornerback and focus on the vacant free safety 
spot? Or would they be better off moving Davis 
to free safety to make room for up-and-coming 
cornerback A.J. Wallace? Davis practiced at 
safety in the spring, but nothing’s final. Says 
Paterno, “I’m not sure he'll stay there.” 


Specialists Bothered by a pelvic fracture, Kevin 
Kelly was erratic as a sophomore, making only 
22-of-34 field goal attempts. The Lions will 
need more consistency this fall. They will also 
need a new punter now that four-year starter 
Jeremy Kapinos is gone. Expect sophomore 
walk-on Jeremy Boone to do battle with 
incoming freshman Ryan Breen in the 
preseason. 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


All caught up Redshirt freshman 
quarterback Brett Brackett was moved 
to wide receiver in the spring. Although 
the Lions are already deep at wideout, 
their top three receivers stand 6'0" or 
under. At 6'6", Brackett would be the 
team’s tallest pass-catcher if the move 
becomes permanent, surpassing even 
tight end Andrew Quarless. 


Missing link Penn State lost one of the 
last remaining links to Paterno’s tenure 
as athletic director when women’s 
basketball coach Rene Portland 
resigned under pressure in March. 
Portland came to Penn State in 1980 
and was the only coach Paterno hired 
before giving up the job to concentrate 
on coaching. “She’s done a great job,” 
he says. “But if she wants to get out of 
it, she wants to get out of it.” 


Breaks of the game Paterno has 
expressed skepticism about expanding 
the Big Ten schedule to nine or 10 
games as some conference members 
would like to do. He said he would 
sooner push for an open date now that 
schools are allowed to play 12 games 
annually. “We need to give the kids a 
week off,” he says. 


Courtland Richards 


2007 PENN STATE ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT 
15 Cianciolo, Paul QB 64" = 225 
V7 Clark, Daryll QB 62" 232 
7 Deviin, Pat QB 6s" =—(212 
14 Morelli, Anthony QB 64" = 232 
13 Suhey, Kevin QB 61" «197 
Running Backs POS HT WT 
32 Carter, Brent RB 62" «216 
44 Federoff, Larry RB 511)" 236 
34 Hahn, Matt RB 60" 236 
20. Kinlaw, Rodney Tt 65% = «6201 
38 Lawlor, Dan FB 62" 244 
22 Royster, Evan RB 61" 211 
33 Scott, Austin TR 60" «222 
Receivers POS HT WT 
35 Alfreno, Jesse WR 511" 192 
19 Bell, Chris WR 62" 210 
5 Brackett, Brett WR 66" 24) 
3 Butler, Deon WR 510" 168 
16 Claude, Francis TE 65° 265 
81 Coakley, Brennan TE 64" 249 
9 Cousins, Kevin WR 63" 207 
88 Ditto, Jon TE 63° 227 
4 Golden, Terrell WR 63° 217 
89 Lyons, Jordan TE 65" 249 
18 Mauti, Patrick WR 5% 192 
8 McDonald, James WR 62" = 195 
24 Norwood, Jordan WR 510" 172 
25 Perretta, Brendan WR 57" 187 
10 Quarless, Andrew TE 65" 252 
82 Shuler, Mickey TE 64" = 241 
2 Williams, Derrick WR 60" 203 
28 Zug, Graham WR 62" 183 
Offensive Linemen POS HT WT 
76 Cadogan, Gerald Tt. 9 (65318 
77 Eliades, Lou G 64" 305 
56 Hinton, Austin G 62" 288 
68 Klopacz, Doug OL 63" 276 
73 Landolt, Dennis T 64° 294 
50. Lucian, Mike G 62" 284 
62 Muir, Ross C 63" 287 
64 Obrnberger, Rich G 62" 289 
79 Poti, Ako OL 63" 302 
55 Robinson, Elijah G 62" 290 
78 Shaw, John T 64" 303 
57 Shipley, A.Q. GC “eh 23 
72 Stout, Kyle OL 65" 275 
63 Toriello, Joe G 64" 300 
74 Troutman, Johnnie ol. 64" 31 
60 Weber, Patrick Gy ei s272 
Defensive Linemen POS HT WT 
93 Baker, Chris OT 62" 305 
48 Evans, Maurice DE 62 269 
47 Gaines, Josh DE 61" 264 
94 Golarz, Tom DE 61" 249 
97 Koroma, Abe OT 63" 312 
56 Latimore, Eric DL 66" 260 
59 Maybin, Aaron DE 64 238 
55 McEowen, Tom OT 64 279 
91 Odrick, Jared OL 65° 291 
85 Ogbu, Ollie OT 61" 293 
87 Rogers, Chris DE 62" 261 
90. Taylor, Philip DT 64" «337 
Linebackers POS _H WT 
18 Bowman, Navorro 1B 61" «228 
52 Brown, Dontey (Bo 62" «236 
40 Connor, Dan B63" 233 
15 Gbadyu, Bani LB 60" s217 
5 Hayes, Jerome LB 6 = - 236 
43 Hull, Josh B62" 229 
45 Lee, Sean LB 62" 232 
30 Matzkin, Josh Bb 60 23 
46 Sales, Tyrell LB 62" 237 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT 
11 Davis, Tony S 510° 197 
20 Fentress, Devin cB SCOS'0" «171 
42 Ganter, Jason S 60° 21 
6 Harriott, Willie cB OS'8"=—s«:181 
29. Jeffries, Cedric S 62" 207 
1 King, Justin CB 60 «186 
27 McBride, Travis S 61" 198 
16 McCullough, Shelton DB 60" 183 
37  Ridenhour, Spencer S 60 193 
9 Rubin, Mark Ss 62 2a 
10 Sargeant, Lydell CB OS'10" 186 
7 Scirrotto, Anthony S 60° 1% 
26 Sukay, Nick bB él" 200 
21 Timmons, Knowledge CB 5'10" 186 
12 Wallace, AJ. CB gn" 5 
Specialists POS HT WT 
41 Boone, Jeremy Pp 59 6183 
23. Kelly, Kevin KB" 167 


CL Hometown 
Jr Charleston, SC 
dr. Youngstown, OH 
Fr. Downingtown, PA 


Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 
So. State College, PA 
cL Hometown 
Fr. Pottstown, PA 
So. Aliquippa, PA 
Sr. Dix Hills, NY 


Sr. Goose Creek, SC 
Jr. Mechanicsburg, PA 


Fr Fairfax, VA 
Sr. Allentown, PA 
CL Hometown 
Fr. Grove City, PA 
So. Norfolk, VA 


Fr. Lawrenceville, NU 
dr. Woodbridge, VA 


So. Laval, QC 
So. Newton, CT 
So, Richmond, VA 
Fr. Monroeville, PA 
Sr. Norfolk, VA 
Jr. Atlanta, GA 


So. Mandeville, LA 
So, Washington, DC 
Jr State College, PA 


Sr. Altoona, PA 
So. Uniondale, NY 
So. Enola, PA 
ur. Greenbelt, MD 
Fr, Manheim, PA 
CL Hometown 
dr. Portsmouth, OH 
Fr. Ocean, Nd 


dr. Secaucus, NJ 
Fr. Hasbrouck Hts., PA 
So. Burlington, NJ 
Jr. New Market, MD 


Jr. Noblesville, IN 
Jr. East Meadow, NY 
ur. Daly City, CA 
uf. Camden, NU 


Sr. Spring Grove, PA 
dr. Coraopolis, PA 
Fr. Ashland, OH 
dr. Lansdowne, PA 
Fr. Brown Mills, Nu 


Sr Arnold, PA 
CL Hometown 
So. Windsor, CT 


So. Brooklyn, NY 
dr. Fort Wayne, IN 
So. Bloomington, IN 
Fr. Hershey, PA 
Fr. Middletown, PA 
Fr. Ellicott City, MD 
Fr. Feasterville, PA 


So. Lebanon, PA 
Fr. Staten Island, NY 
Jr Wexford, PA 
So. Clinton, MD 


CL Hometown 
Fr. District Heights, MD 
Jr. McKeesport, PA 
Sr. Wallingford, PA 
Fr. Gaithersburg, MD 


So. Bayonne, NJ 
So. Millheim, PA 
dr. Pittsburgh, PA 
Fr. Tampa, FL 
ur. Butler, PA 
cL Hometown 
Jr. Warren, OH 


So. Chesapeake, VA 
Sr. State College, PA 
So. New Haven, CT 
Fr. Egg Harbor Tshp, Nd 
dr. Pittsburgh, PA 
Fr. McKeesport, PA 
Fr. Randallstown, MD 
Jr. White Plains, NY 
de. Amherst, NY 
dr. Lompoc, CA 
dr. West Deptford, NU 
Fr. Mt. Pleasant, PA 


So. York, PA 
So. Waldorf, MD 
CL Hometown 


So, Mechanicsburg, PA 
dr Langhorne, PA 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (8) 


Derrick Williams 
Deon Butler 
Gerald Cadogan 
Elijah Robinson 
A.Q. Shipley 
Rich Ohrnberger 
John Shaw 
Andrew Quarless 

QB Anthony Morelli 

FB Matt Hahn 

RB Austin Scott 


Terrell Golden 
Jordan Norwood 
Dennis Landolt 
Lou Eliades 
Ross Muir 
Austin Hinton 
Joe Toriello 
Jordan Lyons 
Daryll Clark 
Dan Lawlor 
Rodney Kinlaw 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (5) 


DE Josh Gaines 
OT Abe Koroma 
DT dared Odrick 
DE Maurice Evans 
OLB Sean Lee 

ILB Dan Connor 
OLB Bani Gbadyu 
cB Justin King 
CB 12 = AJ. Wallace 
SS 37 Spencer Ridenhour 
FS 11 Tony Davis 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Aaron Maybin 
Philip Taylor 
Tom McEowen 
Chris Rogers 
Jerome Hayes 
Dontey Brown 
Tyrell Sales 
Willie Harriott 
Knowledge Timmons 
Mark Rubin 
Travis McBride 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kevin Kelly 

Jeremy Boone So. 

A.J. Wallace So. 

Derrick Williams dr. 
Returning Starters in Bold 


Head Coach: Joe Paterno 

Record at School: 363—121-3 (41 years) 
Career Record: 363—121-3 (41 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Galen Hall 
Defensive Coordinator: Tom Bradley 
University Park, Pa. 

Beaver Stadium (107,282) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Drew Astorino DB 5111" 185 Edinboro, PA 
Quinn Barham OL “63% 270 Durham, NC 
Ryan Breen P 62" = 205 Clarkston, MI 
Chris Colasanti LB 63" = 209 Leonard, MI 
Andrew Dailey IRE Gan 220 Massillon, OH 
Jon Ditto WR/LB 63" = 221 Monroeville, PA 
Stephfon Green ATH 510". 184 Bronx, NY 


Kevion Latham DE 63" 233 Greensboro, NC 
Josh Marks OL 64" 300 Catawissa, PA 
Nerraw McCormack OL 65" 300 Bronx, NY 
Derek Moye WR 655" 185 Rochester, PA 
Chimaeze Okoli DE 65" 275 ‘Virginia Beach, VA 
Ako Poti OL 65" 300 Daly City, CA 
Chaz Powell ATH 611" 184 New Freedom, PA 
Devon Still DE 65" 250 Wilmington, DE 
Nathan Stupar LB 62". 220 State College, PA 
Joey Suhey ATH 61" 205 Deerfield, IL 
Nick Sukay DB 6'2" = 200-~=- Mount Pleasant, PA 
Andrew Szczerba TE 66" 260 Wilmington, DE 
J.B. Walton OG (63) . 275 Indian Head, MD 


Stefen Wisniewski OL 63" 275 Bridgeville, PA 


Penn State got most of what it wanted on Signing Day, but not all. 
The Nittany Lions needed manpower on the offensive line and 
found short-term help (jucos Ako Poti and Nerraw McCormack) 
and long-term potential (Stefen Wisniewski, Josh Marks). They 
also replenished their linebacker corps by signing Chris Colasanti, 
Nathan Stupar and Andrew Dailey, bolstered the defensive line 
with the addition of four-star Delaware prospect Devon Still, and 
spent a scholarship on a punter — a rarity these days — with the 
signing of Ryan Breen. The biggest hole in Penn State’s class is at 
tailback. The Lions thought they had a shot at Broderick Green 
when he wavered on his commitment to USC. But Green affirmed 
his original decision, giving the Trojans a blue-chip prospect and 
Penn State a starting point in its pursuit of next year’s class. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 9-4 (5-3 Big Ten) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
S. 2 Akron Ww 34-16 106,505 
S. 9 at Notre Dame L 17-41 ~— 80,795 
S. 16 Youngstown State Ww 37-3 104,954 
S. 23 at Ohio State L 6-28 105,266 
S. 30 Northwestern Ww 33-7 108,837 
0. 7 at Minnesota W (ot) 28-27 45,227 
0. 14 Michigan L 10-17 110,007 
0. 21 Illinois Ww 26-12 108,112 
0. 28 at Purdue Ww 12-0 58,025 
N. 4 at Wisconsin L 3-13 = 81,777 
N. 11 Temple WwW 47-0 105,950 
N. 18 Michigan State Ww 17-13 108,607 
J. 1 #Tennessee WwW 20-10 65,601 
#Outback Bowl 
Passing Att. Comp. Yds. TD = Int. 
Anthony Morelli 386 208 2,424 1l 8 
Daryll Clark” 27 14 116 0 0 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. =: T 
Tony Hunt 277 —s- 1,386 5.0 ll 
Rodney Kinlaw 39 199 ak 0 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. TD 
Deon Butler 48 637 13.3 2 
Jordan Norwood 45 472 10.5 2 
Derrick Williams 40 440 =11.0 1 


Kicking: Kevin Kelly, 22-34 FGs, 30-30 XPs, 96 points 
Tackles: Paul Posluszny, 116; Dan Connor, 113 
Sacks: Jay Alford, 8 
Interceptions: Anthony Scirrotto, 6 
Returning Players in Bold 


t all sounds so simple: Throw the ball to Derrick Williams. Gain yards. Repeat. 

“When I hit the field, I think I can dominate,” Penn State’s junior wide receiver says. 

“That's the mind-set I’ve always had. It’s the mind-set I’m going to have this year.” 

That being the case, the Nittany Lions’ objective on offense this fall should be 

obvious, shouldn't it? They need to put the ball in the hands of their most celebrated 
playmaker. Not on the sideline, where there's little room to maneuver. Not by way of 
gadgetry, either, but with conventional passes that put him in open space and allow him 
to use his track-star speed to slip away from defenders. Let Derrick be Derrick. 

But who is Derrick Williams? Is he the former prep superstar who breathed new life into 
Joe Paterno’s program by signing two years ago, the player who catapulted Penn State back 
into the spotlight as a freshman with key scores against Northwestern and Ohio State? Or 
is he the enigma who caught only one TD pass as a sophomore, the player who dropped 
several passes last year and often found himself buried under an avalanche of defenders 
when he took a direct snap, a play seemingly tailored to his strengths as a runner? 

It’s unexpected given the euphoria that greeted his arrival in University Park. But with 
Williams about to embark on the second half of his college career, questions concerning 
his identity are indeed on the table. Last year’s results were inconclusive. He finished 
third on the team with 440 receiving yards on 40 catches. But against Notre Dame, Ohio 
State, Michigan and Wisconsin — ‘al losses — he totaled 16 catches for 151 yards and 
no points. It was a frustrating experience. Says Williams, “I look at myself as a playmaker, 
and last year it looked like I wasn’t making that many plays.” 


Explanations were proffered for Williams’ failure to take over games. Some said he 
appeared to have lost a step after bulking up following his freshman season in order to 
play a “slash” role. Others claimed he was hampered by Penn State's turnover-phobic 
passing game, in which low-risk sideline routes were the norm. 

Though he's loath to offer excuses, the latter explanation clearly resonates with 
Williams. “The sideline is another tackler,” he says. “It’s not just a matter of getting away 
from someone; it’s not stepping out of bounds, too. When you catch the ball and you're 
working with the sideline and somebody comes from the inside, there's not too much 
you can do. Sometimes the sideline plays a bigger role than the other player does.” 

Will this year be any better? Williams is confident, and there are reasons to 
believe his optimism is justified. First, quarterback Anthony Morelli is no longer 
a newcomer to the starting lineup. The senior has a full season of experience 
under his belt, so Penn State should field a better passing game. 

Second, Williams is more experienced, too. He believes he will get off the 
line more quickly and communicate better with Morelli. He will assuredly test 
defenders’ speed, having enhanced his own by practicing and competing with 
the Penn State indoor track team this past winter. 

Teammates are impressed with his dedication. “I think he’s done a real good job 
keeping everything positive,” cornerback Justin King says. “That’s all you can do. 
He's a hard worker. He's done all the right things to stay on track to be a great 
player.” 

On track? Williams already regards himself as a playmaker, noting that “if a receiver 
doesn’t think that, he shouldn't be on the field.” His goals remain high. For himself: a 
Heisman Trophy. For the team: a national championship. The guy is nothing if not 
confident. But Williams insists he doesn’t feel any pressure. 

“Tye still got a lot of football to play,” he says. “I think everything's going to work out 
pretty good.” 


John Grieshop 
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urdue coach Joe Tiller has been 

beloved by the Boilermaker faithful 

during most of the past decade. He 

led the quick turnaround of a once- 

struggling program, and his wise- 
cracking, self-deprecating humor was a hit 
with both fans and media. 

But now, those same fans and media are 
more than willing to take Tiller to task — 
even with 18 of 22 starters back from last 
season's team that finished 8-6 overall and 
5-3 in the Big Ten. Even with all those 
starters returning, improving on last season's 
victory total will be a challenge. 

Purdue didn’t beat a team that finished 
with a winning record last season. The 
defense was horrid for a second consecutive 
year, finishing 114th in the nation one year 
after ranking 100th. 

There have been problems off the field, 
too. Strong safety Torri Williams and 
linebacker Jeff Lindsay each were suspended 
after being arrested this spring in alcohol- 
related incidents. 

Wide receiver Selwyn Lymon was stabbed 
in the chest outside a nightclub near campus. 
(Lymon is expected to make a full recovery 
and play this fall.) Tiller also closed practices 
for the first time and says the move is 
permanent. 

But the Boilermakers should be fun to 
watch. Wide receiver Dorien Bryant is only 
one of several playmakers on offense, and 
Curtis Painter provides an experienced 
quarterback. 

But the defense — which lost All-Big Ten 


defensive end Anthony Spencer to 
graduation — must show’ major 


improvement. If that happens, the 


Boilermakers just might be the surprise of 


the Big Ten. 


Quarterbacks Painter has showed signs of 


brilliance during his career. Last year, he led 
the Big Ten and ranked seventh in the nation 
in total offense, averaging 292.3 yards per 
game. He threw for 350 yards or more four 
times last year and tossed at least two 
touchdown passes in seven games. But he's 
also been erratic, as shown by the fact he has 
the same number of interceptions as 
touchdown passes (25) in 19 career starts. 
But Tiller was pleased by the strong-armed 
Painter's play during the spring, and he 
remains the clear No. 1 heading into the fall. 
“Offensively, you're usually as good as your 
quarterback is,” the coach said after the 
spring game. “Right now, our quarterback is 
pretty good.” Tiller also believes Painter will 
benefit from working with co-offensive 
coordinator Ed Zaunbrecher — a noted 
quarterback guru — for a second consecutive 
season. Sophomore Joey Elliott, who 
attempted 10 passes in 2006, 
preseason camp as Painter's backup. 


enters 


National Forecast 4? Bi 


6th 


Running Backs There's a fierce battle for the 
starting spot incumbent Kory 


Ten Prediction 


between 


Sheets and Jaycen ‘Taylor, who was one of 


Purdue's top all-around players last season 
after transferring from Los Angeles Harbor 
College. Taylor is a tough, physical runner 
despite standing just 5'10" and weighing 186 
pounds. Sheets is lightning-quick and 
responded with a strong spring when it 
looked like Taylor was about to pass him on 
the depth chart. He opened the 2006 season 
with a 129-yard effort against Division I-AA 
Indiana Strate, but he failed to run for more 
than 75 yards in the Boilermakers’ final 13 
games. Keep an eye on 6'3", 251-pound 
Frank Halliburton as the Boilermakers try to 
use more two-back sets. 
in offense (13th) and 
last season. The Boilermakers were first 


NUMBERS GAME 
defense (114th) was 
and last respectively in the Big Ten. 


1 0 1 Purdue’s national ranking 
separated by 101 spots 


Receivers This should be one of the 
Big Ten’s best units, especially if it gets 
more physical — a trait that was 
lacking at times last season. Bryant is 
elusive and slippery, but the coaches are 
looking for more leadership this season. As a 
sophomore, Bryant led the Big Ten in both 
catches (87) and receiving yards (1,068). He 
should vie for All-America honors this 
season. The outside duo of Lymon and Greg 
Orton is tall and athletic. They each had 
good first seasons as starters, but need to be 
That should come with 
experience. Lymon had 238 yards receiving 
against Notre Dame but didn’t have more 
than 60 yards in a game after that. Desmond 
Tardy has improved greatly since the 
beginning of last season and will give the 
Boilermakers more options in the slot when 
they go to four- and five- receiver sets. Tardy 
was a star option quarterback in high school 
and the transition to receiver was initially 
slow, but it should pay dividends this season. 
Tight end Dustin Keller will challenge for 
All-Big Ten honors if he’s fully recovered 
from shoulder surgery. 


more consistent. 


Offensive Linemen Purdue lost only 
two offensive starters, but both were 
on the left side of the line (tackle Mike 
Otto and guard Uche Nwaneri). 
Garret Miller and Jonathan Patton, the two 
likely replacements, missed most of spring 
practice because of shoulder injuries, so 
chemistry may be a problem early in the 
season. The right side should be fine, led by 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BOILERMAKERS 


Purdue looks in line for a good season 
with so much experience returning, but 
plenty of questions remain. First, 
quarterback Curtis Painter must show 
more consistency. He still struggles to 
control that strong right arm, and he 
made some awful decisions. Second, the 
defense needs to improve —a lot. 
Purdue was 114th in the nation in total 
defense. Nine starters are back, but 
defensive end Anthony Spencer is gone 
and the important middle linebacker 
position is unsettled. The secondary 
should be respectable, but that won’t 
mean much if Purdue doesn’t get better 
play from its front seven. Third, the 
kicking game has to get better. The 
Boilermakers likely will be involved in 
plenty of close contests, and Chris 
Summers will need to make a late kick or 
two to win a game. If he struggles early, 
coach Joe Tiller and his staff must 
explore other options. And fourth, there’s 
the schedule. Purdue didn’t play Ohio 
State and Michigan the last two seasons 
and never really took advantage of it. 
Those two are back and are sandwiched 
between home games against Notre 
Dame and Iowa. There’s also a trip to 
Penn State and a dangerous home game 
against Central Michigan. Archrival 
Indiana looks to be on the upswing, too. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


at Toledo 
Eastern Illinois 
Central Michigan 
at Minnesota 
Notre Dame 
Ohio State 

at Michigan 
lowa 
Northwestern 
at Penn State 
Michigan State 
at Indiana 
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“Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


John Grieshop 
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one of the nation’s top guards in Jordan 
Grimes. Center Robbie Powell is solid, and 
tackle Sean Sester is a tall, rangy sort that any 
coach would love to have at the position. 


Uefensive Linemen Even with Spencer, the 
Boilermakers were pushed around far too often 
last season. Linebacker Cliff Avril moved to end 
on a full-time basis midway through the season 
and played well, but he won't have Spencer on 
the other side drawing double teams. Alex 
Magee, a two-year starter at tackle, may play on 
the outside as well this season. The coaches 
think the 6'5", 295-pound Magee will cause 
some matchup nightmares for the opposition. 
The interior will have to improve dramatically. 
Players to watch include tackles Jared Zwilling 
and Mike Neal. Ryan Baker and Jermaine 
Guynn each started for part of last season. 


Linebackers Anthony Heygood was the No. 4 
running back when he convinced the coaching 
staff to move him to defense last season. It was 
a very good move. Heygood had a superb 
spring and will be the starting weak-side 
linebacker. He combines with strong-side 
backer Stanford Keglar — whose 28 starts are 


RISING STAR 


Brian Ellis signed with Florida out of 
high school, but 
grade problems 
sent him to junior 
college. He 
immediately 
became the star 
of Purdue’s 
incoming 
recruiting class 
when he made a 
commitment last 
February and will 
challenge for the 
starting middle linebacker position in 
training camp. 


SCOUTING THE BOILERMAKERS 


Opposing coaches size up Purdue: “I think you can build around (quarterback) Curtis 
Painter, he’s talented enough. I think he’d be comparable to Drew Tate, one of those 
types who is up and down. When he’s on, he’s on. When he’s not, he’s not. ... 
(Receiver) Dorien Bryant is a winner. He’s one of the top playmakers in the Big Ten. 
(Defensive end) Anthony Spencer was a pain and I’m glad he’s gone. (Defensive 
tackle) Alex Magee can play. He’s young, but he’s got a chance to be pretty good for 
them. ... They’re kind of a hot-and-cold team. If they’re hot in that offense, they’re 
going to give a lot of people a lot of problems. ... They’ve gotten to the point where 
they’re throwing it around 50, 60 times a game. The concern is being able to run the 
ball. ... There’s a lot of speculation about Joe Tiller not coming back after this season. 
They’ve had a mass exodus of coaches from his program in the last two years. Any 
time you start seeing coaching changes and turnover, that’s usually a sign that things 


aren’t stable or settled.” 


the most by a current Purdue player 
— to form a speedy outside duo. But 
the problems loom on the inside. 
Dan Bick was the likely starter, but 
he missed spring practice because of 
a neck injury and also has a 
troublesome shoulder. Tiller has 
repeatedly called Bick one of the 
most instinctive players he’s coached, 
but it’s questionable whether he can 
withstand the physical pounding in 
the middle after playing mostly on 
the outside last season. Potential 
replacements are Josh Ferguson, 
Kevin Green and junior college 
transfer Brian Ellis. 


Defensive Backs Purdue’s four 
starters had never even taken part in 
a spring practice with the 
Boilermakers before last season — 
and all things considered, they didn’t 
perform too badly. Defensive 
coordinator Brock Spack still wishes 
for a lockdown corner, but the duo of 
Royce Adams and Terrell Vinson 
should be a good one. Free safety 
Brandon Erwin is fast and looks to 
have a nose for the ball. He recovered 
four fumbles as a freshman. Justin 
Scott was originally slated to be a 
cornerback last season, but he did an 
admirable job when injuries forced him to start 
12 games at strong safety. Getting Williams 
back would help. He underwent two 
operations after suffering a serious knee injury 
in the season opener against Indiana State. He 
looked to be on his way back before his arrest. 


Specialists Jared Armstrong is a solid punter. 
Bryant and Sheets give the Boilermakers a pair 
of dangerous kickoff returners. But the punt- 
return game was ordinary at best, and kicker 
Chris Summers finished his freshman year by 
missing 11 of his last 14 field-goal attempts. 
Summers shows a strong leg in practice, but it 
doesn’t carry over to games. Don't be shocked if 
Armstrong gets a look here if Summers 
continues to struggle. 


Jordan Grimes 
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OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Dazzling Dorien Bryant is third on 
Purdue’s career receptions list with 205, 
but it will take a monster year to catch 
No. 1 Taylor Stubblefield, the Big Ten’s all- 
time leader with 325 catches from 2001- 
04. Bryant has 4,098 total yards and 
likely will break the school record of 
4710 set by Mike Alstott from 1992-95. 


Not beating the big boys Purdue was 0-4 
against ranked teams last season and 
has lost 13 consecutive games overall to 
ranked opponents. 


Tiller inching toward top Coach Joe Tiller 
has a 75-49 record in his 10 seasons at 
Purdue, nine behind Jack Mollenkopf as 

the winningest coach in program history. 
Tiller is under contract through the 2010 
season. 


Knocking if loose The Purdue defense 
was successful in one key stat: It forced 
23 fumbles, second-most in school 
history. It recovered 17, fifth-best total in 
the nation last season. 


Postseason wins elusive Purdue has 
made a habit of playing in bowl games 
under Tiller. It has not made a habit of 
winning them, losing six of the last seven, 
including a 24-7 loss to Maryland in the 
Champs Sports Bowl last December. 


John Grieshop 


2007 PURDUE ROSTER 


Quarterbacks Hometown 
17 Bennett, Chris QB - 7 Fr. Dayton, OH 
14 Elliott, Joey QB 63" «211 = = So. Evansville, IN 
12 Painter, Curtis QB «O6'4" «223s rk. Vincennes, IN 
16 Panfil, Jeff QB 65" 220) Fr. Fort Worth, TX 


Hometown 


Running Backs 


44 Halliburton, Frank FB 637. 251) 7 1S0 Indianapolis, IN 
24 Sheets, Kory RB 60" «196. Manchester, CT 
33 Taylor, Jaycen RB S10" 186. Hawthorne, CA 
23 Williams, Joe RB OS'8* 206 in. Pomona, CA 

Hometown 
85 Adams, Kyle TE. vGsn, “2518 “So Austin, TX 
82 Benson, Derek WR 61" 191 So. West Hartford, CT 
9 Bryant, Dorien WR SU!) 175; ‘Se Swedesboro, NU 
96 Finch, John TE, 63" 21 Fe Carmel, IN 
28 Keller, Dustin TE 64" «240 St Lafayette, IN 
1 Lymon, Selwyn WR 64" «215 So. Fort Wayne, IN 
22 Mason, Dray WR 510° 193 So. Indianapolis, IN 
18 McBean, Roberto WR 60° 187) Jt Berkeley, CA 
21 Orton, Greg WR 63" 199° Jr Dayton, OH 
87 Staats, Kris WR 61" 197 Fr La Porte, IN 
88 Standeford, Jake WR 62" #195 Se Monrovia, IN 
6 Tardy, Desmond WR 61" #199) Ut Indianapolis, IN 
80 Wasikowski, Jerry TE 64" 251 out Cudahy, WI 
83 Whitest, Joe WR 62" 206 = dr. Belle Glade, FL 
19 Whittington, Brandon WR 62" 213) dt Collingswood, Nu 
84 Williams, Byron wR 63" 200) S& Clayton, NU 


Hometow 


78 Benton, Cory Cc Indianapolis, IN 
66 Grimes, Jordan G6 63° 325 Ss. Plainfield, IN 
50 Hedstrom, Eric G 67 303 So. Arlington Hts., IL 
51 Miller, Garret T 68 262) ip. Bay City, TX 
56 Patton, Jonathan G/T 64 8295) dt Chicago, IL 
72. Pierce, Justin G 64" «332. Tom Bean, TX 
68 Powell, Robbie CG 68% 307" 5k Roanoke, VA 
77 Prater, Ryan T 6s" 286s‘, Dallas, TX 
75 Reckman, Zach Te GY 295; 150 Cincinnati, OH 
74 Sester, Sean T 68" 325) uh. Fort Thomas, KY 
60 Smith, Zach G 64 293 de Terrace Park, OH 
69 Tull, Neal C;" -831 \.282) SS Lafayette, IN 
73 Zaleski, Dan Ti oe SOR8S- 03295) «ie Richmond, IN 

0 Hometown 
32. Avril, Cliff DE 63" 247 Sr Green Cove Sprs., FL 
90 Baker, Ryan DT 3665" 288 ut Indianapolis, IN 


93 Benjamin, Jeff DE 62" 278 Sr Corona, CA 
45 Bright, Eugene DE 64" 254 Sr Bryn Mawr, PA 
95 Brown, Keyon DE 63" 241 So. Homewood, IL 
94 Chapman, Corey DE -G2%, “234° oir: Indianapolis, IN 
79 Guynn, Jermaine OT 61" 28 uot Indianapolis, IN 
58 Higbee, Walt DE 62" 263 Fr Delphi, IN 
71 Magee, Alex oF 65" 295) Ut Oswego, IL 
87 McDonald, Mike DE 62" 250 Sr Gatesville, TX 
92 Neal, Mike OT 64" 293 So. Merrillville, IN 
70 Quintana, Andrew OT 61" 276 Fr. Mount Vernon, IN 
54 Zwilling, Jared OT 64" 297 So. Evansville, IN 
Linebackers Hometown 
36 Bick, Dan LB 6". 225) Sr. Louisville, KY 
47 Durrett, Mike iB 60" 2235 Se. Indianapolis, IN 
17 Ferguson, Josh LB 63". 242:~—s Sr. Altamonte Springs, FL 
27 Green, Kevin 1B. oz" 225° Fe. N. Chicago, IL 
57 Haston, Tyler LBS WY 222" Fe Avon, IN 
42 Heygood, Anthony iB 62" 20 ur Chester, PA 
39 Humphrey, John 1B 61" 223s Fr. Youngstown, OH 
59 Keglar, Stanford WB 62" 2h7 Se Indianapolis, IN 
46 Lindsay, Jeff iB O64" 230s*Fr. Macomb, MI 
29° Werner, Jason iB 64" 208 So. Greenwood, IN 
Defensive Backs Hometown 
10 Adams, Royce cB «6 = 183 So. South Euclid, OH 
15 Blackmon, Brandon cB C6 210s tk. Fullerton, CA 
3 Duona, Frank 7 58" 178 oh. Osceola, IN 
16 Erwin, Brandon Ss 60 188 So. Loganville, GA 
7 King, Brandon CB Sill" 192 So. Warner Robbins, GA 
26 Lane, Aaron cB SH «174. Fort Wayne, IN 
40 Lindsey, Jonte cB OS10" 178 Up. Riverside, CA 
25 Long, Paul s 62 1940 Sr Dayton, OH 
4 Martin, Fabian CB STP I192" de Chicago, IL 
35 Pender, David cBSC«s”:—«si«d17sts* Folkston, GA 
23 Scott, Justin S 60 209 S&. Sanford, FL 
8 Smith, Keith Ss 62 216 So Fort Hood, TX 
34 Vinson, Terrell cBC«‘és‘S”:=s«sd74 Sr Irvine, CA 
2 Williams, Torri Sa PU ae Cedar Park, TX 
43 Wolf, Adam Ss Si" 209 So Tampa, FL 


Hometown 


nh Wiebe Jared Pp . Gilberts, IL 
41 Champoux, Ben K 61" 198 So Syracuse, IN 
38 Dougherty, Tim K S10 180 Fr. Louisville, KY 
62 Huffman, Andy tS 63" 287 So, Montpelier, IN 
13 Summers, Chris K/P 61" 174 So. Fishers, IN 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (9) 

Pos, No. Name Class 
WR 1 Selwyn Lymon So. 
WR 9 Dorien Bryant Sr. 
WR 21. Greg Orton Jr 
tT 51 Garret Miller dr. 
LG 56 Jonathan Patton dr. 
Cc 68 Robbie Powell Sr. 
RG 66 Jordan Grimes Sr. 
RT 74 Sean Sester dr 
TE 28 Dustin Keller Sr. 
QB 12. Curtis Painter Jr. 
RB 33 — Jaycen Taylor Jr. 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos. 
WR 


Name 

Jake Standeford 
Desmond Tardy 
Brandon Whittington 
Dan Zaleski 

Eric Hedstrom 
Cory Benton 
Zach Smith 
Ryan Prater 
Kyle Adams 
Joey Elliott 
Kory Sheets 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (9) 


Pos. No. 
DE 32 


Name Class 
Cliff Avril Sr. 
Alex Magee Jr. 
dared Zwilling So. 
Mike McDonald Sr. 


Stanford Keglar Sr. 
Dan Bick Sr. 


Anthony Heygood ur. 


Royce Adams So. 
Terrell Vinson Sr. 
Justin Scott Sr. 
Brandon Erwin So. 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Pos. No, 
DE 95 
OT 92 
DT 90 
DE 45 
SLB 46 
MLB 27 
WLB 47 
CB.” .38 
CB 26 
Ss 2 
FS 8 


Name 

Keyon Brown 
Mike Neal 
Ryan Baker 
Eugene Bright 
Jeff Lindsay 
Kevin Green 
Mike Durrett 
David Pender 
Aaron Lane 
Torri Williams 
Keith Smith 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Pos. No, 
K 13 
P 1l 
KR 


Name Class 
Chris Summers So. 
Jared Armstrong Sr. 
Dorien Bryant Sr. 
Royce Adams So. 


Returning Starters In Bold 
Head Coach: Joe Tiller 


Record at School: 75-49 (10 years) 
Career Record: 114-79-1 (16 years) 
Co-Offensive Coordinators: 

Bill Legg. Ed Zaunbrecher 

Defensive Coordinator: Brock Spack 
West Lafayette, Ind. 

Ross-Ade Stadium (62,500) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Jared Crank FB. G28” 230 Richardson, TX 
Dan Dierking RB 5'10" +185 Wheaton, IL 
Brian Ellis LB 63". 240 -~—s Daytona Beach, FL 
Nickcaro Golding DE “64, 220, Evanston, IL 
Gerald Gooden DE. ~.63" 220 Hooks, TX 
Waynelle Gravesande WR 6'0"—s-175 Irvington, NJ 
Devarro Greaves LB 63" =. 200 Folkston, GA 
Malcolm Harris RB 60" =: 185 East Orange, NU 
Tyler Haston LB S63". 210 Avon, IN 
Joe Holland DB 6'2" 205 Indianapolis, IN 
Ryan Kerrigan Diy sOoteet230 Muncie, IN 
Colton McKey TE 66" 215 The Woodlands, TX 
Josh McKinley ATH 6'2" = 210 Leander, TX 
Nick Mondek DE 66" 245 Naperville, IL 
Preston Numa DT <6) (275 Kenner, LA 
dames Shepherd OL 67" 300 Crofton, KY 
Derrick Sherman WR 60" 170 Cincinnati, OH 
dustin Siller QB 64" = 200 Detroit, MI 
Charlton Williams DB 63" 200 Tamarac, FL 


Other than Brian Ellis, the analysts ripped on Purdue’s incoming 
class, noting the lack of immediate impact players. Of course, 
some of Purdue's best classes under Tiller have been the least 
heralded, and many of the current group won’t be counted on 
heavily this season because the Boilermakers have so many 
returning starters. Players to watch include Nickcaro Golding, a 
6'4", 220-pound defensive end from Evanston, Ill.; and Joe 
Holland, a 6'2", 205-pound star running back at Chatard High 
School in Indianapolis who will be moved to free safety. Tiller 
himself says he isn’t bothered by the criticism. He said the 
coaching staff made a concerted effort to recruit higher-character 
players the last two years who are committed to the success of 
the team, not themselves. He'll live with it if Purdue misses out on 
a talented player or two because of that, he said. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 8-6 (5-3 Big Ten) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
S. 2 Indiana State Ww 60-35 50,108 
S. 9 Miami (Ohio) (ot) W 38-31 53,668 
S. 16 Ball State W 38-28 51,561 
S. 23 Minnesota W 27-21 54,620 
S. 30 at Notre Dame L 21-35 = 80,795 
0. 7 atlIowa L 17-47 ~— 70,585 
0. 14 at Northwestern W 31-10 27,171 
0. 21 Wisconsin L 3-24 58111 
0. 28 Penn State L 0-12 58,025 
N. 4 at Michigan State W 17-15 = 65,398 
N. 11 at Illinois Ww 42-31 44,266 
N. 18 Indiana Ww 28-19 62,105 
N. 25 at Hawaii L 35-42 47,825 
D. 29 #Maryland L 7-24 40,168 
#Champs Sports Bowl 
Passing Att. Comp Yds TH mt. 
Curtis Painter 530 315 3,985 22 19 
Joey Elliott 10 6 72 1 Jt 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. 0 
Kory Sheets 158 780 49 ll 
Jaycen Taylor 113 677 6.0 4 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg 1D 
Dorien Bryant 87 = 1,068 12.3 6 
Greg Orton 58 790 13.6 5 
Dustin Keller 56 771 13.8 4 
Selwyn Lymon 33 580 17.6 3 


Kicking. Chris Summers, 8-20 FGs, 46-47 XPs, 70 points 
Tackles: Dan Bick 95; Anthony Spencer, 93 
Sacks: Anthony Spencer, 10.5 


interceptions: Justin Scott, 3 
PERI: Justin. Sco Returning Players in Bold 


National Forecast 


t the risk of sounding a bit cocky, 

Bret Bielema’s players want the 
country to know the Wisconsin 
football program has arrived on the 
national scene. 

“I think everybody in the nation should 
realize Wisconsin is the real deal,” says junior 
linebacker Jonathan Casillas. “It’s hard to 
argue with us now. ... It’s hard not to put us 
in the top 10.” 

Wisconsin finished last season No. 5 in 
the coaches’ poll and No. 7 in the AP poll 
after outlasting Arkansas in the Capital One 
Bowl. The 17-14 victory gave Wisconsin a 
12-1 mark, its second victory over a 
formidable SEC foe in a bowl game and a 
22-4 mark over the last two seasons. 

Armed with seven starters back from a 
defense that finished No. 2 nationally in 
points allowed (12.1 per game), nine starters 
back from an offense that scored 30 points or 
more in seven games and a punter and kicker 
who have NFL-caliber talent, the Badgers 
believe they can contend for their first Big Ten 
title since 1999 — and possibly more. 

“We want to be better than the defense 
was last year,” says sophomore Aubrey 
Pleasant, set to start at strong safety. 
“Everything in this program we look forward 
to doing better. Last year we were 12-1. Now 
we want to be 13-0.” 


Quarterbacks For the first time since the 
2003 season, UW’s offense will be directed 
full-time by someone other than John 
Stocco. The three-year starter wasn’t mobile, 
but he was poised, efficient, tough and 
responsible for a 29-7 record, more than 
7,200 passing yards and 47 touchdown 
passes. The contenders are Tyler Donovan, a 
fifth-year senior who started two games in 
place of Stocco last season, and Allan 
Evridge, who transferred last summer from 
Kansas State, where he started six games as a 
redshirt freshman in 2005. Donovan has a 
decided edge in experience in Wisconsin's 
offense, and that was obvious in the spring as 
Evridge was feeling his way around. Evridge, 
a mobile lefthander, has the physical and 
intellectual tools to win the job, though. His 
arm-strength appears above average, he can 
fit the ball into tight quarters on the move 
and, like Donovan, he is a threat to run. 


Running Backs Quality isn’t an issue, though 
quantity is. PJ. Hill was named the Big Ten 
Freshman of the Year after leading the 
conference in rushing — with 1,569 yards 
and 15 rushing TDs — but appeared to wear 
down late in the season thanks to nagging 
neck and shoulder injuries. He missed all of 
spring ball while recuperating from shoulder 
surgery, a huge blow to his development. 
That allowed Lance Smith, who rushed for 
345 yards and five touchdowns as a freshman 


4 | Big 


Ten Prediction 


last season, to gain valuable experience as the 
lone remaining scholarship tailback. Smith 
looked steadier in the spring than last season, 
when his work habits varied from week to 
week. Nevertheless, the offensive staff has 
been open about its desire to see if incoming 
freshmen John Clay and Zach Brown can 
win spots in the running back rotation. And 
since Bielema favors productivity over 
seniority, the race will be on in camp. 
Projected starting fullback Chris Pressley 
missed last season because of a broken leg 
suffered in camp; backup Bill Rentmeester 
was slowed by nagging injuries. Offensive 
coordinator Paul Chryst countered by using 
multiple tight-end sets and the offense didn’t 
suffer. With Pressley and Rentmeester 
expected to be healthy, the offense will be 
even more versatile. 


lone blemish a 20-10 decision 


NUMBERS GAME 

Wisconsin has won 18 of its 
1 g to Iowa in 2005. Key games 
against Iowa and Michigan 


last 19 home games — the 
are in Madison this season. 


Receivers A year ago at this time, there were 
legitimate questions whether the Badgers 
would be able to stretch the field vertically. 
Then-juniors Paul Hubbard and Luke Swan 
responded with solid and at times spectacular 
play to record 38 and 35 catches, respectively, 
for 1,222 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
Hubbard’s height (6'4") and leaping ability 
(he is a decorated triple- and long-jumper) 
allows him to make big plays down the field. 
Swan's precise route running endears him to 
all the quarterbacks. His ability adjust to 
errant throws while the ball is in flight is 
uncanny. The big story was the play of tight 
end Travis Beckum, who moved from 
defensive end in the spring of 2006. Beckum 
led all tight ends nationally in catches (61) 
and ranked second in receiving yards (903). 
Along with tight end Andy Crooks, a 
converted linebacker who contributed 19 
catches and four scores, the Badgers fielded 
an outstanding duo. What Wisconsin needs 
this season is for some of its younger receivers 
to develop and make more plays and take the 
pressure off Hubbard and Swan. 


Offensive Linemen Four starters, including 
only one senior, return from last season. 
That's the good news. The bad news is that 
someone has to take over at left tackle for the 
departed Joe Thomas, a three-year starter and 
first-team All-American. The job likely will 
go to either sophomore Jake Bscherer or 
redshirt freshman Gabe Carimi. Both are 
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TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BADGERS 


So what does coach Bret Bielema do for 
an encore? When your first team finishes 
12-1 with a bowl victory over SEC 
runner-up Arkansas and sets a school 
record for victories, there isn’t much 
room for improvement. The next logical 
step is to win the Big Ten title and play in 
the Rose Bowl, or perhaps even the BCS 
title game. For those goals to be 
achieved, Wisconsin must plug two big 
holes on offense at left tackle and 
quarterback; find capable replacements 
at middle linebacker and both safety 
spots; and improve its return games. 
Replacing the poise and leadership of 
quarterback John Stocco won’t be easy, 
but either transfer Allan Evridge or fifth- 
year senior Tyler Donovan can run the 
offense. The new left tackle won’t be as 
good as Joe Thomas, but improvement by 
the four returning starters could help 
offset the loss. Sophomore Elijah Hodge 
should be fine at middle linebacker, and 
he’ll be surrounded by experienced 
players. If sophomores Shane Carter 
(free safety) and Aubrey Pleasant (strong 
safety) can learn on the fly and avoid 
grievous mental errors, UW’s defense 
could be as nasty as it was in 2006 when 
the Badgers finished No. 2 nationally in 
scoring defense (12.1 ppg). If that 
happens, Bielema’s second season could 
be better than his first. Not a bad encore. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


S. 1 Washington State 


S. 8 at UNLV 

S. 15 The Citadel 
S. 22 Towa 

S. 29 Michigan State 
0. 6  atiilinois 

0. 13 at Penn State 


0. 20 Northern Illinois 
0. 27 Indiana 

N. 3 at Ohio State 
N.10 Michigan 

N. 17 at Minnesota 


Se x+eessecssss 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
'W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


Ric Fogel 


Wisconsin RB 


talented, but the drop-off from Thomas will be 
staggering. The returning four starters — 
junior left guard Andy Kemp, senior center 
Marcus Coleman, junior right guard Kraig 
Urbik and junior right tackle Eric Vanden 
Heuvel — must improve to compensate for the 
loss of the departed Outland Trophy winner 
and team leader. 


Defensive Linemen At worst, this unit 

should be solid with the return of six 

players who boast significant experience. 

That includes three starters from 2006. 
Senior Nick Hayden and juniors Jason 
Chapman and Mike Newkirk should rotate at 
the two tackle spots, as they did last season. 
However, the staff wants to develop a fourth 
tackle to spread the workload. Junior end Matt 
Shaughnessy is smart and athletic and could be 
a first-team all-league performer this season. He 
was a second-team pick last season despite not 
being fully recovered from the torn ACL he 
suffered in 2005. The wildcards are senior ends 
Kurt Ware and Jamal Cooper. Ware is a 282- 
pounder who can run but must stop making 
mental errors. Cooper missed all of spring ball 
to focus on academics. He never looked 100 
percent last season after suffering a torn ACL in 
2005 but when healthy can be a terror coming 
off the edge. 


RISING STAR 


The candidates to replace departed 
quarterback John Stocco are senior 
Tyler Donovan and 
junior Allan 
Evridge, a transfer 
from Kansas 
State. Donovan 
has experience in 
the system and 
started twice in 
2006. Evridge, 
though, has a 
stronger arm and 
is just as mobile. 
Look for Evridge to win the job and 
surprise the Big Ten. 


SCOUTING THE BADGERS 


Opposing coaches size up Wisconsin: “Bret (Bielema) inherited a pretty good situation 
having a four-year quarterback (John Stocco). He knows that. We’ll see what happens. 
No matter who it is, you have a new starter at quarterback, and that’s a big change. 
... It will be interesting with Stocco gone. (Pu.) Hill is back, but they lost Joe Thomas 
and all those other guys. They always have linemen. You would think Bret Bielema 


Linebackers Gone are the days when 
Wisconsin trots out a trio of burly 
run-stuffers at linebacker. Juniors 
DeAndre Levy and Jonathan 
Casillas, who started all 13 games last 
season, move swiftly and hit with 
authority. The new face this season is 
in the middle, where sophomore 
Elijah Hodge takes over for Mark 
Zalewski, who led the team in tackles 
in 2006. Hodge is the younger 
brother of former Iowa and current 
Green Bay Packers linebacker Abdul 
Hodge. Hodge doesn’t run as well as 
Zalewski, but his instincts are off the 
charts. He was born to play middle 
linebacker and appears to be a terrific 
leader. Depth should not be a major 
concern. Co-defensive coordinator 
Dave Doeren believes he will have 
capable backups at all three spots. 


Defensive Backs The area of 

concern last season was 

cornerback, with  then- 

sophomores Jack Ikegwuonu 
and Allen Langford entering their 
first seasons as full-time starters. Both 
players blossomed, and Ikegwuonu 
garnered first-team all-conference 
honors from the league’s coaches. 
Now Ikegwuonu and Langford are 
the savvy veterans, and the staff is breaking in 
first-year starters at both safety spots, Pleasant 
and Shane Carter. No one questions the athletic 
ability of Carter and Pleasant, both of whom 
redshirted last season because of shoulder 
problems. But will their lack of experience be a 
short-term issue that lessens with time or a 
continuing worry? To expect the duo to avoid 
growing pains would be foolish. 


Specialists The return games must improve. 
Wisconsin finished last in the league in kickoff 
returns (15.0-yard average) and ninth in punt 
returns (6.6-yard average). In contrast, the 
Badgers should field the best combination of 
punter and kicker in the league. Taylor 
Mehlhaff made 15-of-20 field goal attempts, 
including 10-of-11 from 39 yards and in. 
Punter Ken DeBauche had a mediocre season 
by his standards, yet his 41.8-yard average was 
still fourth-best in the conference. 


Allen Langford 


OUTSIDE THE HUDDLE 


Special treatment Bret Bielema decided 
against hiring a special teams coach for 


his first staff. After watching the 
Badgers finish last in the Big Ten in 


kickoff returns with a 15.0-yard average 
and ninth in punt returns with a 6.6-yard 


average, Bielema has decided to 
oversee all the units this season. 


Show me the money Bielema agreed to 


a new five-year, $7.5-million contract 
after leading UW to a 12—1 mark. 
Offensive coordinator Paul Chryst 
turned down an offer to coach 


quarterbacks for the Dallas Cowboys. 
Instead, he agreed to a new five-year, 


$1.75 million contract at UW. 
Ball-hogs As they were under Barry 


Alvarez, the Badgers were a ball-control 


team in Bielema’s first season. They 


held the ball an average of 33 minutes 


and 26 seconds per game — which 


ranked No. 3 in the nation. Don’t expect 


any dramatic changes this season. 


Passing fancy Senior Tyler Donovan, who 
entered spring ball as the No. 1 
quarterback, enters 2007 with 67 pass 
attempts. Tied for No. 2 on the team is 
senior punter Ken DeBauche with three. 


would have the personality to recruit well. I don’t know what type of recruiters his 
staff are. ... The tight end, Travis Beckum, he was probably my biggest surprise from 
last year. He had a great year. He’s one of those guys from a mismatch standpoint, 
from personnel, he causes problems for you.” 


Bruce Schwartzman 


2007 WISCONSIN ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 
12 Donovan, Tyler QB 61" «(187 Sr. Hartland, WI 
15_ Erickson, Jon QB 63" «201s. ~—s Chippewa Falls, WI 
4 Evridge, Allan QB 62" 2250s Ui. Papillon, NE 
14. Rohrer, Kevin QB #60" «77 Fr Appleton, WI 
18 Sherer, Dustin QB 64" 216 So. Cicero, Ind. 
16 Tolzien, Scott QB 63" 200 Fr Rolling Meadows, IL 
Running Backs POS HT WT cL Hometown 
39 Hill, BJ. RB S10" 222 So. ~—sEast Elmhurst, NY 
30 Holland, Tyler RB OSL" «189 So. Glen Ellyn, IL 
44 Pressley, Chris FR 61" 27s. Woodbury, NU 
34 Rentmeester, Bill FB 60" 250s dr. Beaver Dam, WI 
5 Smith, Lance RB S10" 210 So. Warren, OH 
17 Stoltz, Noah RB OSS" «200s Fr. Madison, WI 
Receivers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
10 Anderson, Isaac WR 511" 169 So. Minneapolis, MIN 
9 Beckum, Travis TE 64" «221. Milwaukee, WI 
29° Brinkley, Niles WR 510° 182 Fr St. Louis, MO 
43 Crooks, Andy TE 63% (268 Sr Wausau, WI 
27 Emanuel, Nate WR 61° 194 Fr Appleton, WI 
89 Graham, Garrett TE 64 226 So. Brick, NU 
2 Harris, Xavier WR Sil’ 175° So. ‘Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
19 Hubbard, Paul WR 64" 215 ~— Sr. Colorado Springs, CO 
22 Jenkins, Diondrae WR 62° 206 Fr. Racine, WI 
73 Kasper, Korey TE 66" 262 Fr. Mequon, WI 
84 Kendricks, Lance TE GAP 215.5 Jie Milwaukee, WI 
87 Kirtley, Richard WR 62" 182 So. Crete, IL 
82 Lewis, Sean TE 867 (241) ot Oak Lawn, IL 
28 McCulliss, Brian WR SM 165) Fe Denver, CO 
88 Minton, Jarvis WR 61" #192 Sr. Arlington, TX 
3 Moore, Maurice WR Si" 165 Fr Ft. Worth, TX 
13 Randle El, Marcus WR 510" 195) dr Markham, IL 
1 Swan, Luke WR 60° #193) Sp Fennimore, WI 
86 Theus, Elijah WR 62" 183 So, Sugarland, TX 
36 Turner, Mickey TE 64 25 So Camdenton, MO 
Offensive Linemen POS HT WT CL Hometown 
78 Bscherer, Jake OL 67° 297 So. Sturgeon Bay, WI 
68 Carimi, Gabe OL 68" 292 Fr Cottage Grove, WI 
65 Coleman, Marcus OL 66" 302) Sr Plymouth, MN 
69 Jones, Kenny OL 62" 259 ~ Fr. Delavan, WI 
64 Kaye, Danny Ol! SOR Ser “75r. New Berlin, WI 
75 Kemp, Andy OL 66" 322 dr Menasha, WI 
74 Moffitt, John OL 64" 310) Fr Guilford, CT 
76 Nagy, Bill ol 64" 300) Fr Hudson, OH 
53 Smolek, Brad OL 62° 258 Fr Mosinee, WI 
58 Thorson, Brad ol 64" 295) Fr Mequon, WI 
63 Urbik, Kraig OL 66" 330) ut Hudson, WI 
7. Vanden Heuvel, Eric Ol BF 323, dk Hudson, WI 
66 Watters, Dirk OL 62" 240 = So. Bloomfield Hills, MI 
70 Weininger, Andrew Ol 66" 295 Se. Harrison, NY 
Defensive Linemen POS HT WT CL Hometown 
7. Behnke, Brian DOL 6” 230 =~ © So. Brillion, WI 
77 Cascone, Dan OL 63" 310 So. Newtown, CT 
91 Chapman, Jason OL 64" 289) de. Bedford Hts., OH 
5 Cooper, Jamal OL 64" «206 Se St. Louis, MO 
45 DeCremer, Kirk DL 65S" 239 Fr Middleton, WI 
98 Garner, Richard OL © «85! 9 225> «Fe Pasadena, CA 
96 Hayden, Nick DL 6S" 300 Se Hartland, WI 
59 Hoey, Brandon DL 65" 290 Fr Shoreview, MN 
90. Jamison, Terrance DL «#64" «274 ~~ So. Riverdale, IL 
56 Kelly, Brandon OL 64" 25 Se Bedford, OH 
54 Newkirk, Mike OL 63" 263 Ur Ladysmith, WI 
99 Ostrowski, Justin OL 65" 308 Sr. Portage, WI 
92 Shaughnessy, Matthew DL 66" 242) ur Norwich, CT 
79. Stehle, Jeffrey DL 66" 293 So. Constantia, NY 
42° Walker, Jamil DL 62" 242 Sr. Rolling Meadows, IL 
34 Ware, Kurt DL 64" «6282 Se Spring, TX 
Linebackers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
2 Casillas, Jonathan B62" 212s J. ~=s New Brunswick, NJ 
52 Hodge, Elijah iB 61" 232 So. St. Thomas, VI 
38 Landgraf, Ben 1B 63" 220) ir. New Berlin, WI 
11 Levy, DeAndre iB 63" «223s. Milwaukee, WI 
47 McFadden, Jaevery LB 63" 224 So. Riviera Beach, FL 
48 Neal, Joshua (Bo OS10" 245. Nashwille, TN 
50 Schofield, O'Brien iB 63" «239 So. Great Lakes, IL 
14 St. Jean, Culmer iB 61" 220) Fr. Naples, FL 
Defensive Backs POS HT WI CL Hometown 
25 Carter, Shane OB #62" «204 = So. Troy, OH 
21 Cartman, Dareon OB S58 «165 Fr Chicago, IL 
23. Cathcart, Michael DB 6) «(190 sFr. Wayzata, MN 
44 Eernisse, Chris OB «S'l" 178 So Grafton, WI 
19 Hartmann, William DB S11" 190 So. Sheboygan, Wi 
6 Ikegwuonu, Jack DB 6’ (20k. Madison, WI 
20 Kamoku, James DB 62 «(218 Sr. Kailua-Kona, HI 
24 Landingham, Quincy DB «60° 205 =F. ~—_-Bloomfield Hills, MI 


V7 Langford, Allen DB OSI" «196k. Detroit, MI 
31 Moody, Prince DB StI” 204 So. Columbus, OH 
8 Nettles, Josh DB S10" 176 ~— So. Defuniak Springs, FL 
28 Pleasant, Aubrey DB 60° «(206 ~=—So. Flint, MI 
32 Royston, Kim DB OSL" 185 = So. Minneapolis, MN 
3 Strickland, Ben OB S® 175) Sr Brookfield, WI 
15 Valai, Jay DE. AS 3193? FFG Euless, TX 
Specialists POS HI WT CL Hometown 
94 DeBauche, Ken Pr eee 220" tsa Suamico, WI 
57 Johnson, Steve LS} 63% * (2454 Se Brooktield, WI 
10 Mehlhaff, Taylor K Si 285 (Se Aberdeen, SD 
81 Peck, Dave iS 65" 248 or. Media, PA 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (9) 

Pos. No. Name Class 
WR 19 Paul Hubbard Sr. 
WR 1 Luke Swan Sr. 
LT 78 Jake Bscherer So. 
LG 75 Andy Kemp dr 
c 65 Marcus Coleman Sr. 
RG 63 Kraig Urbik Jr 
RT 71 Eric Vanden Heuvel Jr. 
TE 9 Travis Beckum Jr. 
QB 4 Allan Evridge Jr. 
FB 44 ~~ Chris Pressley Jr. 
RB 39 PJ. Hill So. 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos. . Name 

WR Tsaac Anderson 
WR Xavier Harris 
LT Gabe Carimi 

LG John Moffitt 

C Brad Thorson 
RG Bill Nagy 

RT Danny Kaye 

TE Andy Crooks 
QB Tyler Donovan 
FB Bill Rentmeester 
RB Lance Smith 


Pos. . Name Class 
DE Kurt Ware Sr. 
DT Jason Chapman dr 
DT Nick Hayden Sr. 
DE Matt Shaughnessy Jr 
SLB DeAndre Levy Jr 
MLB Elijah Hodge So. 
WLB Jonathan Casillas Jr. 
cB Allen Langford Jr 
CB Jack Ikegwuonu Jr. 
SS Aubrey Pleasant So. 
FS Shane Carter So. 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Name 

Kirk DeCremer 
Jeff Stehle 
Mike Newkirk 
Jamal Cooper 
Culmer St. Jean 
Josh Neal 
Jaevery McFadden 
Josh Nettles 
Ben Strickland 
Jay Valai 

Kim Royston 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 10 
Py "94 
KR 8 
PR 13 


Taylor Mehlhaff 
Ken DeBauche 
Josh Nettles 
Marcus Randle El 
Returning Starters in Bold 


Head Coach: Bret Bielema 

Record at School: 12-1 (1 year) 
Career Record: 12-1 (1 year) 
Offensive Coordinator: Paul Chryst 
Co-Defensive Coordinators: 

Dave Doeren, Mike Hankwitz 
Madison, Wis. 

Camp Randall Stadium (80,321) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Zach Brown RB S'11" 
Patrick Butrym DL 6'4" 
John Clay RB 6'2" 
David Gilreath WR S'11" 
Mario Goins DBS SiGe 
Jasper Grimes DL 6'2" 
Aaron Henry CBS OUN 
Kyle Jefferson WR 64" 
Rob Korslin Te /6'5% 
Quincy Landingham DB 6'0" 
Otis Merrill DB 6'0" 
Louis Nzegwu DL 63" 
Josh Oglesby OL S672 
Cody Rose QB O64" 
Kevin Rouse IBY 6d? 
Blake Sorensen LBL" 
James Stallons QB O66" 
Nick Toon WR 6'3" 
Philip Welch K 6'3" 


205 
245 
220 
170 
180 
275 
180 
190 
240 
205 
185 
225 
320 
185 
225 
210 
190 
200 
185 


Royal Palm, FL 
New Berlin, WI 
Racine, WI 

New Hope, MN 
Copperas Cove, TX 
Riviera Beach, FL 
Immokalee, FL 
Cleveland, OH 
Brookfield, WI 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 
Cleveland, OH 
Platteville, WI 
Milwaukee, WI 
Elmwood, WI 
Yorkville, IL 

Eden Prairie, MN 
Macomb, MI 
Middleton, WI 
Fort Collins, CO 


UW signed a relatively small class (19), including one kicker who 
could challenge for a starting job in 2008. Roughly half of the 18 
position players could play this season, though most probably will 
be used on special teams. The early favorites to see more than 
spot duty are on offense. UW’s two returning tailbacks rushed for 
a combined 1,914 yards and 20 touchdowns last season, but 
freshmen John Clay and Zach Brown will be given the opportunity 
to earn immediate playing time. Clay was a priority in-state recruit 
who runs with power. The staff believes they got a steal in Brown, 
who appears to be more explosive than Clay. The staff would also 
like to see a freshman emerge to bolster the corps of wide 
receivers. The No. 1 candidate appears to be Nick Toon, the son of 
former UW wide receiver Al Toon. Nick Toon has ideal size (6'3"), 


can run and loves to block. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 12-1 (7-1 Big Ten) 


Date Opponent 

2 at Bowling Green 

9 Western Illinois 

16 San Diego State 

23. at Michigan 

30 at Indiana 

7 Northwestern 

Minnesota 

21 at Purdue 

28 Illinois 

4 Penn State 

1l_ atIowa 

18 Buffalo 

1 #Arkansas 
#Capital One Bowl 
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2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing Att. 
John Stocco 268 
Tyler Donovan 58 
Rushing Att. 
P.J. Hill 311 
Lance Smith 95 
Receiving Rec. 
Travis Beckum 61 
Paul Hubbard 38 
Luke Swan 35 


Result Score Att. 
WwW 35-14 30,307 
W 34-10 80,845 
Ww 14-0 ‘81,090 
L 13-27 111,058 
Ww 52-17 32,142 
W 41-9 81,704 
W 48-12 82,010 
Ww 24-3 58,111 
W 30-24 81,300 
W 13-3 ~~ 81,777 
Ww 24-21 70,585 
Ww 35=3 (80/850 
WwW 17-14 ~—60,774 

Comp. Yds. TD = Int. 
158 2,185 7 6 
37, «564 4 2 
Yds. Avg. ‘1D 

1,569 5.0 15 
345 3.6 5 
Yds. = Avg. = TD 
903 «14.8 5 
627. 16.5 5 
595 17.0 5 


Kicking: Taylor Mehlhaff, 15-20 FGs, 47-47 XPs, 92 points 
Tackles: Mark Zalewski, 90; Joe Stellmacher, 84 


Sacks: DeAndre Levy, 6 
Interceptions: Allen Langford, 3 


Returning Players in Bold 


Wisconsin RB poised for All-America Season — If He Can Stay Healthy 
by Jeff Potrykus 


f University of Wisconsin tailback PJ. Hill decides 
to quit football and dabble in another sport, the 
logical alternative would be track. His logical 
choice of events? It would have to be the hurdles, 
regardless of the distance. 
Hill, who will be a third-year sophomore this fall, has 
been working to clear a variety of hurdles since he 
arrived on campus in the summer of 2005. First there 
was the broken leg he suffered in the first week of 
preseason camp, an injury that forced him to miss the 
entire 2005 season. Then came neck and shoulder 
problems late last season, problems that hurt Hill’s 
productivity and led to questions about his durability. 
The latest hurdle — offseason surgery to repair the 
torn rotator cuff in his left shoulder. Hill suffered the 
injury early in Wisconsin's victory over Arkansas in the 
Capital One Bowl, missed all of spring practice and 
faces a grueling summer conditioning program in order 
to get into game shape by the Sept. 1 opener. 
“T noticed my arm was hurting and I thought it was 
a little bruise,” Hill says of the latest injury. “But the 
next day it wasn't too well... 

“T's been pretty tough but it’s something I had 
to take care of, or I wouldn't have been able to 

play (in 2007). I had a great season and I 

thought I was going to come into spring ball 

and get my game at the highest level I could 

get it at.” 

Hill desperately needed a full spring despite 

being named the Big Ten Freshman of the Year 
in 2006. He led the league in rushing with 
1,569 yards, finished No. 8 in the nation in 
rushing yards per game (120.7) and tied for 12th 
nationally in touchdowns with 16 total (15 rushing and 
one receiving). Yet despite those numbers, Hill faces 
serious questions about his durability. 
“That's my problem,” Hill acknowledges. “I’ve got to 
work on that.” 
Through the first eight games of last season, Hill 
averaged 146.5 yards per game. He scored 14 
touchdowns. Over the final five games, Hill averaged 
79.4 yards per game. He scored two touchdowns. 
The most significant reason for the drop-off was that 
Hill was slowed by shoulder stingers, with the pain 
hindering his ability to run over tacklers. The problems 
began in Week 9 against Illinois. For several weeks, Hill 
had been open about the fact that his body felt battered 
after games and that he needed several days during the 
week to recover. 


Ric Fogel 


His routine included ice treatments, time in 
the whirlpool and massages. The staff would 
also hold Hill out of contact during practices, 
so long as he remained mentally sharp. 

“T get all that rolled out by the trainers, ice as 
much as I can, take it a day at a time and try to 
get better,” Hill said at the time. “It’s important 
to keep as healthy as I can until game time.” 

The Illinois defenders noticed those 


comments and targeted Hill. They knocked 
him out once, and he came back. They 


knocked him out a second time, and he was 
done for the day, sidelined by a sore neck and 
shoulders. Hill finished with 50 yards on 12 
carries, both season-low totals at the time. He 
bounced back the next week and rushed 31 
times for 148 yards in a victory over Penn State. 

“That came against a very good defense,” 
Hill says with pride. “I felt we were pretty 
successful that game.” 

However, Hill never appeared fresh or sharp 
the rest of the season. He missed too many 
holes and in Week 11 at lowa coughed up two 
fumbles, losing one. He entered that game with 
no lost fumbles in 260 touches — 245 rushes 
and 15 catches. 

“I need to work on not leaving yards on the 
field,” Hill acknowledges. “That is one of my 
biggest (weaknesses). Sometimes I make a 
wrong read ,.. but I want to work on every 
aspect of the game.” 

Running backs coach John Settle told Hill 
he had to work on his upper body. Hill, who 
played last season at about 230 pounds, has the 
lower body of a lineman and the upper body of 
a lithe wide receiver. 


“He has to change his body,” Settle says. “He 
needs to get in good physical condition, good 
cardio-vascular condition. And the better shape 
you are in, physically you're able to take more 
of a pounding. Your body is able to recover 
faster. 

“After going through a season I think he can 
see where being in better condition would help 
him.” 

To his credit, Hill didn’t tune out his coach 
and point to his rushing total. 

“It’s something coach has talked to me about 
but it’s also something I’m going to have to take 
upon myself,” he says. “I want to work on my 
strength. I’ve got a lot of working out to do. I 
want to get stronger. 

“Tve got a big advantage in my lower body. 
But my upper body is way smaller. I’ve got to 
focus on that and even it out a little bit.” 

Hill's workout regimen in the spring was 
reduced dramatically because of the shoulder 
surgery. He focused on cardiovascular work and 
limited weight-lifting with his right arm. As a 
result, Hill had trimmed down to 221 pounds 
at the close of spring practice. His goal was to 
be back up to 230 pounds by the start of camp 
in August. 

“It feels pretty good,” Hill says. “I’m just 
going to tighten everything up.” 

The fact remains that Hill missed valuable 
on-field work in the spring, which is time he 
can’t get back. 

“When you miss 15 practices there is a 
certain amount of growth you (could) have 
had,” UW coach Bret Bielema says. “But we 
were real emphatic about him being at every 
segment of practice and paying attention and 
trying to help those younger guys. During the 
summer the biggest thing 
is getting his strength back 
in his upper body and 
continuing his overall 
body development. Some 
of the biggest growth as a 
team takes place in the 
summer when the coaches 
arent around, During 
those voluntary workouts 
when he is working with 
the other guys is when 
he'll have his biggest gain.” 

But is it realistic to 
think he will be able to 
reach his goal and be in 
peak condition by the 
season opener on Sept. 1 if 
he can’t lift weights with 
both shoulders — until 
sometime in June? 

Hill believes it is. 

“If I do the things I 
haye to do,” he says. “And 
I’m doing the things I have 
to do.” 

Although he insists he 
will again be a physical 
runner, Hill acknowledges 
he must avoid some of the 


Michigan 
Indiana 


Minnesota 
Purdue 
Illinois 


lowa 
Buffalo 
Arkansas 


Bowling Green 
Western Illinois 
San Diego State 


Northwestern 


Penn State 


head-on hits he absorbed last season. His goal 
is to pick his spots and avoid unneeded contact. 
“Tve got to learn how to avoid tackles 
sometimes,” he says. “I like contact a lot, (but) 
that’s something ... I’m not going to overdo it.” 

Fortunately for Hill, he knows all about the 
work required to return from injury. 

UW signed three running backs in 2005, 
and Hill was not the most decorated. Yet after 
one day of camp it was clear he was the best of 
the freshmen backs and good enough to battle 
then-junior Booker Stanley for the No. 2 job 
behind Brian Calhoun. The broken leg 
deprived UW of a dependable backup and 
robbed Hill of valuable conditioning work. 
Hill was first told he should be able to start 
working out sometime in October. However, 
the injury didn't heal quickly and he was 
moving with a noticeable limp during bowl 
practice in December. 

“Because of his injury,” Bielema says, “he 
wasn't really able to be full-go through the 
winter conditioning. A lot of times that’s when 
our players make the greatest amount of 
growth physically.” 

Hill still wasn’t fully healthy in the spring of 
2006, and his weight rose above the 240- 
pound mark. The excess baggage was gone by 
the time the season began; Hill clearly was the 
No. 1 tailback and appeared ready for a 
breakout season. His numbers caught many 
observers off-guard, but those numbers dipped 
as the hits took their toll. 

Now Hill faces another surgery and another 
hurdle, “I just believe that the stronger he gets, 
the harder his body gets, he'll be able to take a 
pounding and dish out punishment and then 
be able to recover,” Settle says. 


TOP OF THE HILL 


University of Wisconsin tailback P.J. Hill was 
named the Big Ten Freshman of the Year after 
leading the conference in rushing as a redshirt 
freshman in 2006. However, he wore down 
physically late in the season, and his numbers 
sagged. Here is a rundown of his season: 


22 
22 
26 
20 
23 
35 
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130 
101 
184 

54 
129 
249 
164 
29 161 
12 50 
31 148 
28 77 
19 86 
19 36 
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MID-AMERICA 


CO NRE REIN EB PREY LEW 


he MAC is the ultimate example of parity. In the last three seasons, six different teams 

have played in the conference title game, and nine different teams have participated in 

bowl games. As the MAC enters its 61st season, Temple has been added as a football-only 

member. For the 2007 season, as was the case in 2000 and 2001 when the MAC had 13 

teams, the league will play an unbalanced conference schedule with divisional winners 
determined primarily by division games only. 

The strength of the league continues to be found in the West Division, where defending league 
champ Central Michigan and rival Western Michigan appear to be the top two teams. CMU lost 
head coach Brian Kelly to Cincinnati, along with many key players, but the Chips do welcome 
back sophomore quarterback Dan LeFevour, along with 13 other starters from last year’s 10-win 
club. If new some faces and a new coaching can jell quickly, Central Michigan will find itself back 
in the MAC title game. Bill Cubit inherited a 1-10 Western Michigan team after the 2004 season 
and in two years has gone 15—9 with one bowl appearance. Expect Cubit’s name to be on the top 
of the short lists of BCS teams looking to fulfill coaching vacancies after this season. 

Ball State is loaded offensively, and if the Cardinals’ defense can do anything, Brady Hoke’s club 
will be in contention for the division title. Traditional MAC powers Toledo and Northern Illinois 
look to be in the thick of things as well this year. Toledo needs to find a quality quarterback, while 
NIU must replace the nation’s leading rusher last year — tailback Garrett Wolfe. Eastern 
Michigan has been a hard-luck case for two straight seasons. The Eagles are just 5—18 during that 
time but have lost 10 of those games by eight points or less. 

The East Division is wide open. Last season, Kent State jumped out of the gate with a 4-0 
league record only to lose three of its last four MAC games. This year, Doug Martin's club could 
have just enough to hold on for the title. Defending champ Ohio and Bowling Green should pose 
the biggest challenge, while Akron, the 2005 champ, could also be a factor. There is pressure on 
Shane Montgomery to get Miami back on track after last year’s 2-10 debacle. Temple and Buffalo 
continue to show progress, but both clubs still have a long way to go. 


2007 ATHLON PRESEASON ALL-MAC TEAM » 
OFFENSE 


QB Nate Davis 6'2" 214 So. Ball State 
RB Kalvin McRae 5'11" = 208 Sr. Ohio 
RB Jalen Parmele 6'0" 222 Sr. Toledo 
WR Bryan Anderson 6'5" 194 So. Central Michigan 
WR Herb Martin 6'1" 187 Sr. Western Michigan 
TE Darius Hill 6'6" 233 dr. Ball State 
G Kory Lichtensteiger 6'3" 300 Sr. Bowling Green 
OL John Greco 6'5" 318 Sr. Toledo 
OL Andrew Hartline 6'5" 297 dr. Central Michigan 
OL Chris Kemme 6'6" 300 dr. Akron 
OL Andre Ramsey 6'5" 305 Jr. Ball State 
DEFENSE 

DL Landon Cohen 6'3" 274 Sr. Ohio 
DL Larry English 6'3" 255 Jr. Northern Illinois 
DL Brian Sanford 6'2" 253 So. Temple 
DL ‘Trevor Scott 6'5" 254 Sr. Buffalo 
LB Daniel Holtzclaw 6'1" 230 dr. Eastern Michigan 
LB —_ Joey Hudson 6'2" 230 Jr. Miami 
LB Red Keith Sue 242 Sr. Central Michigan 
S Barry Church 6'3" 215 So Toledo 
S Louis Delmas 6'0" 181 Jr. Western Michigan 
CB EJ. Biggers 6'0" 165 Jr. Western Michigan 
CB Londen Fryar SL 85. Jr. Western Michigan 
SPECIALISTS 

K Chris Nendick SE 18s Sr. Northern Illinois 
Pp Chris Miller 6'2" 205 Jr. Ball State 
KR Brandon West 5'10" 176 So Western Michigan 
PR Chris Garrett 5'8 174 So Ohio 


Western Michigan coach Bill Cubit 


PREDICTED ORDER OF FINISH 
East 


NOOR WN 


KENT STATE 
OHIO 


. BOWLING GREEN 


MIAMI 


. AKRON 
. TEMPLE 
. BUFFALO 


West 


nonRWD = 


CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


. WESTERN MICHIGAN 
. TOLEDO 

. BALL STATE 

. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
. EASTERN MICHIGAN 


East MAC Overall 
OHIO 7-1 9-5 
KENT STATE 5-3 6-6 
AKRON 3-5 5-7 
BOWLING GREEN 3-5 4-8 
MIAMI 2-6 2-10 
BUFFALO 1-7 2-10 
West MAC Overall 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 7-1 10-4 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 6-2 8-5 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 5-3 7-5 
BALL STATE 5-3 5-7 
TOLEDO 3-5 5-7 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 1-7 1-11 
SECOND-TEAM OFFENSE 

QB Dan LeFevour 6'3" 226 So. 
RB Mark Bonds SHO" ~205 Sr. 
RB Dennis Kennedy ol?) (245 dr. 
WR _ Britt Davis Oioe 205 Jr. 
WR _ Dante Love 5'10" 176 Jr. 
TE Chris Hopkins 6'5" 255 Sr. 
C Robbie Krutilla 6'3" 308 Sr. 
OL James Blair 6'3" 338 Sr. 
OL Joe Marafine 6'4" 305 Sr. 
OL = Matt Miller 6'3" 312 Sr. 
OL Eric Tunney 6'3" 291 Sr. 
SECOND-TEAM DEFENSE 

DL Colin Ferrell 6'0" 283 Sr. 
DL Steven Friend 6'2" 294 Sr. 
DL Jameson Hartke 6'4" 262 dr. 
DL Jason Jones 6'5" 262 Sr. 
LB ~——- Wallace Bates 6'2" 230 Jr. 
LB Cortlan Booker 6'2" 245 Sr. 
LB. ~~ Tim McCarthy 6'0" 232 Jr. 
S Kareem Byrom 5'10" 200 Sr. 
S C.J. Wilson 6'2" 206 ur. 
CB Nigel Morris 6'0" 181 Sr. 
CB = Mark Parson 5'10" 188 dr. 
SECOND-TEAM SPECIALISTS 

K Trevor Cook 6'2" 184 So. 
P Brett Kern 6'3" 195 Sr. 
KR _ Eric Fraser 6'0" 202 So. 
PR Corey Partridge S'll" 184 Jr. 


Cubit: Scott Miller/US Presswire; English: Northern Illinoss SID 


__ 2006 MAC STANDINGS 


AKRON 

BALL STATE 
BOWLING GREEN 
BUFFALO 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
KENT STATE 

MIAMI 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
OHIO 

TOLEDO 

TEMPLE 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
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Central Michigan 
Western Michigan 
Akron 

Northern Illinois 
Ball State 

Toledo 

Western Michigan 
Western Michigan 
Kent State 

Ohio 

Central Michigan 


Kent State 
Central Michigan 
Ohio 

Eastern Michigan 
Temple 

Ball State 
Northern Illinois 
Buffalo 

Western Michigan 
Toledo 

Ohio 


Miami 

Toledo 

Central Michigan 
Bowling Green 


2006 MAC BOWL RESULTS 
POINSETTIA BOWL DEC. 19 SAN DIEGO, CALIF.: TCU 37, NORTHERN ILLINOIS 7 <o> MOTOR CITY BOWL DEC. 26 DETROIT, MICH.: CENTRAL MICHIGAN 31, MIDDLE TENNESSEE 14 
INTERNATIONAL BOWL JAN. 6 TORONTO, ONT.: CINCINNATI 27, WESTERN MICHIGAN 24 <o> GMAC BOWL JAN. 7 MOBILE, ALA.: SOUTHERN MISS 28, OHIO 7 


Northern Illinois DL Larry English 


he bar is high. That’s where J.D. 

Brookhart placed it when he took 

this program to its first MAC title in 

2005. His wide-open, spread offense 

creates an exciting product, but new 
pieces must fall into place quickly for the 
Zips to return to the contender’s role. High- 
profile games abound, with a gala against 
Army at Cleveland Browns Stadium, and a 
visit to Ohio State as one of three games 
against BCS conference teams. 

The key for those games and the ones on 
the MAC ledger will be defense. The Zips 
expect to force the issue by creating turnovers 
and putting opposing offenses in difficult 
situations. If that unit turns into a catalyst for 
momentum swings, Akron’s fortunes 
improve significantly. 


Quarterbacks This is the biggest hole on 
offense, where the savvy Luke Getsy rewrote 
the record book during the last two seasons. 
The relief must come from a duo of third- 
year sophomores — Carlton Jackson and 
Chris Jacquemain. Jackson saw very limited 
duty last fall, completing his only pass 
attempt for a grand total of two yards. 
Jacquemain has yet to throw a pass in a game. 
With the demands of the spread, Brookhart 
hopes one of his two sophomores emerges 
quickly as his starter. This offense works best 
when it moves at a brisk clip, and that creates 
additional challenges for the young 
quarterbacks trying to soak up the complex 
system. 


Running Backs The Zips need more 
production from their running game after 
ranking last in the MAC in rushing a year 
ago with at 83.8 yards per game. In Dennis 
Kennedy (914 yards rushing in 2006) the 
Zips have a workhorse-quality ball-carrier, 
and they'll be counting primarily on him to 
get the ground game going at a faster rate. 
But with a young quarterback and a quick 
offensive style, the need for fresh legs in the 
backfield arises. Thus, a couple of steady 
backups need to emerge in order for this 
offense to click. Andrew Walker will once 
again serve as the primary backup. Last year, 
he carried the ball 65 times for 245 yards on 
a respectable 3.8-yard average. 


Receivers Sophomore David Harvey would 
give the Zips a game-breaker who attracted 
some All-America attention last year after he 
led the nation’s first-year players with 914 
receiving yards. Harvey averaged 21.3 yards 
per catch on his 43 receptions. There’s a 
problem, however: Harvey was excused from 
spring drills in order to attend to personal 
matters. It is not known when — or if — he 
will return. Even without Harvey, the Zips 
have some options at the position. Jabari 
Arthur led the team in receptions in 2006, 
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catching 45 balls for 730 yards and four 
touchdowns. Senior Kris Kasparek (12 
catches, 152 yards) leads a deep group at 
tight end. 


Offensive Linemen With four new starters, 
this group has less experience but more 
athleticism than last year. Therefore, the Zips 
are crossing their fingers that development is 
swift. Junior tackle Chris Kemme is the 
veteran of the group, with senior Mike 
Schepp experienced as a backup at both 
center and tackle. With a renewed emphasis 
on running the football, a lot of work has 
gone into fine-tuning this unit. 


NUMBERS GAME 


The Zips recorded only 17 
sacks in 12 games last season 
— 29 fewer than MAC sack 
leader Western Michigan. 
Defensive Linemen ‘Iwo of the three starters 
are new, and after last season’s struggles to 
mount a functional pass rush, there are more 
than a few concerns. Senior tackle Jared 
Cecchetti is the only proven commodity. He 
can also play end. Junior Eric Lively moves 
into a starting role at end after backing up at 


nose tackle last season. Sophomore Wallace 
Pendleton emerged from spring No. | at nose. 


Linebackers The strength on the defensive 
side is here, led by senior Brion Stokes, who 
recorded 5.5 sacks last year. Junior Doug 
Williams is also experienced and has the 
ability to be a playmaker. Junior Kevin 
Grant, also a returning starter, will be the 
middle linebacker. 


Defensive Backs Former NFL defensive back 
Emmanuel McDaniel signed on to coach this 
group, which features Andre Jones and 
Brandon Anderson at safety and Reggie 
Corner and Davanzo Tate on the outside. 
With depth in the rotation, Akron has the 
luxury of moving some players around to 
create different packages and put more speed 
on the field when needed. Senior Yamari 
Dixon should play his way into the safety 
rotation. 


Specialists The kickoff game has been an 
area of emphasis since the rule change puts 
the kicker at the 30 and opens up the return 
options. Harvey averaged 30 yards per return 
last season, after taking the first return of his 
career back 78 yards. His return would be a 
boost to the special teams units. Punter John 
Stec averaged 38.6 yards per kick last season, 
while Matt Domonkos has the inside track 
on the placekicking job. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE ZIPS 


With a solid background in the corporate 
world, Akron coach J.D. Brookhart knows 
all about sales charts, progress graphs 
and the necessity to meet goals and 
expectations. His team fell short of its 
well-established quotas last season and 
is redoubling its efforts to get the 
business back on solid footing. After two 
winning seasons, the 5-7 record of 2006 
won't get the former Xerox President’s 
Club Award winner any honors. 
Brookhart has brought Akron its first six- 
win MAC season, first league title, its 
first Division I-A bow! appearance and 
first win over a BCS conference member 
— a 20-17 victory over NC State. For 
the winning ways to continue, Brookhart 
needs either Carlton Jackson or Chris 
Jacquemain — both third-year 
sophomores — to grab the quarterback 
job that two-year starter Luke Getsy 
played at an optimum level. There is solid 
talent at the other skill positions, and 
enough experience on the defensive side, 
but with four new starters on the 
offensive line, that becomes a tenuous 
market for Brookhart as well. Before the 
Zips make long-range plans, they'll need 
to pack some punch in their rushing 
game, which ranked dead last in the MAC 
in 2006 at a paltry 83.8 yards per game. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


#Army 

at Ohio State 

at Indiana 

Kent State 

at Connecticut 

at Western Michigan 
__ Temple 

at Buffalo 

at Bowling Green 

Ohio 

at Miami (Ohio) 

Central Michigan 

#Cleveland, OH 


Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Jeff Harwell/Univ. of Akron 


2007 AKRON ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT 

13 Hakes, Sean QB 63" 
7 Jackson, Carlton QB 62" 

11 Jacquemain, Chris QB 62" 
Running Backs POS HT 

26 Allen, Alex RB 60" 
42 Harmon, Matt RB O59" 

21. Johnson, Andrew RB 5110" 
3 Kennedy, Dennis RB S5'11" 
33 McDaniel, Joe RB 5111" 
35 McMillon, Bryant RB 5'10" 
19 Morris, Phillip RB 60" 

32 Tuzze, Joe RB S5'11" 
29 Walker, Andre RB 5'10" 
Receivers POS HT 

12 Arthur, Jabari WR 64" 
6 Brown, Curtis WR 5'1" 
25 Cruz, Jose Ie @ Gor 
15 Flaherty, Brian Te 6'4" 
4 Fuqua, Stephon WR 6'1" 
84 Kasparek, Kris TE 66" 
18 Lindsay, Jermaine WR 61" 
14 Long, Johnny WR 6'l" 
36 Olds, Adam WR 5111" 
81 Owen, Alphonso WR 5'10" 
1 Patterson, Marcus wR 59" 
83 Poindexter, Merce TE 64" 
87 Sandilands, Richard WR 611" 
85 Smith, Matthew WR 63" 
17 Williams, Brandon WR 61" 
Offensive Linemen POS 

78 Anderson, Zack G64" 
51 Bates, Elliott Cc 64" 
70 Brewster, Garrett G 63 
69 Estrada, Casey 1, 85" 
64 Holley, Jim Cc 63" 
77 Huebner, Keith i ie hg 
74 Kemme, Chris T 66" 
68 Schepp, Mike G64" 
79 Sekinger, Jason OL 69 
71 Ward, Mike G 63" 
75 Woods, Corey Too 
Defensive Linemen POS HT 

55 Cecchetti, Jared OT 6'2" 
76 Gibbons, Ryan OL 62" 
98 Legger, Nick DL 62" 

94 Lemon, Shawn DT 61" 

99 Lewis, Robert DL 62" 

93. Lively, Eric DE 6'2" 

22 Magloire, Mitchell DE 6'1" 

97 McCoy, John DL 62" 

91 Pendleton, Wallace NG 6'1" 

48 Petit-Frere, Tevlin OL 63" 

82. Rajek, Viktor DL 6'4" 

95 Robinson, Nate NG 65" 

65 Truax, Craig OL 64" 

Linebackers POS HT 

52 Alphonse, Michael iB 6" 

47 Balaam, Al-Teric MLB 6'1" 

30 Grant, Kevin MLB 6'2" 

46 Kabir, Amin BAN 61" 

40 Laube, Evan 1B 6D" 

7 McNeal, Parris SLB 60" 

41 Morefield, Levon iby 

50 Siler, Ray B61" 

43. Stokes, Brion SLB S'11" 
42 Taggert, Michael 1B O63" 
54 Williams, Doug BAN 6'2" 

Defensive Backs POS HT 

31 Abdullah, Janaid DB S'10" 
28 Anderson, Brandon ss Si 
27 Cobham, Wayne ROV 6'2" 

20 Corner, Reggie cBSCSS'* 

8 Dixon, Yamari fs Sy 
23 Etienne, Rodney CB O62" 
11 Graham, Miguel cBCS'* 

37 Harris, AJ. DB 60" 
21 Jones, Andre FS S'11" 
19 Mackey, John ROV  5'10" 
10 Pace, Chevin SS 5'10" 
5 Tate, Davanzo CB SOS'10" 
80 Trundle, Geno DB 60" 

49 Washington, Tyrone DB OS'8” 
36 Wheeler, Dane DB 6'2" 

Specialists POS HT 

39 Domonkos, Matt K 58" 
16 Hildreth, Andy K 60" 
45 Iveljic, Igor K. Si" 
48 Ortiz, Jamie K 60 
80 Rogovic, Branko kK. so 
38 Stec, John Pp oS 


WT 
200 
195 
210 
WT 
205 


WT 
225 


180 
WT 
295 


WT 


255 
WT 
230 
235 
245 
190 
205 
220 
220 
225 
220 
200 
235 
WT 
210 
175 
190 


195 
WT 


CL Hometown 
Fr. Ft. Worth, TX 
So. Pompano Beach, FL 


So. Painesville, OH 
CL Hometown 
Jr. Youngstown, OH 
So. Massillon, OH 
Sr. Pittsburgh, PA 
Jr. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
Jr. Turtle Creek, PA 
So. Cincinnati, OH 
Fr. Columbus, OH 
So. Mayfield, PA 
Sr. Reynoldsburg, OH 
CL Hometown 
Sr. Montreal, QC 
Fr. Belle Glade, FL 
Fr. Johnstown, PA 
Jr. Stow, OH 
Jr. Cleveland, OH 
Sr. New Brighton, PA 
So. Bowie, MD 
Sr. Cincinnati, OH 
So. Sandusky, OH 
Jr. Cleveland Hts, OH 
Sr. Buffalo, NY 
Jr. Ellwood City, PA 
Fr. New Philadelphia, OH 
Fr. Edon, OH 
dr. Tampa, FL 
cL Hometown 
So. Lester, PA 
So. Houston, PA 
Jr. Harrisville, PA 
Jr. Folsom, CA 
Sr. Gahanna, OH 


So. Pittsburgh, PA 
dr. Upper Arlington, OH 
Sr Little Chute, WI 
So. Columbus, OH 


Fr. Fairfax, VA 
Fr. Reading, PA 
cL Hometown 
Sr. Kane, PA 
So. Sheridan, IN 


Jr. Brunswick, OH 
Fr. Waldorf, MD 
Jr. Cleveland, OH 
Jr. Gambrills, MD 
Je. Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
So. Ashtabula, OH 


So. Oak Park, IL 
Fr. Miami, FL 
Fr. Pezinok, Slovakia 
Sr. Irvington, NJ 
Sr. Findlay, OH 
cL Hometown 
So. Miramar, FL 
So. New Brunswick, Nd 
dr. Herndon, VA 


So. Warrensville, OH 
So. Richfield, OH 


Sr. Detroit, MI 
Fr Columbus, OH 
Sr Canton, OH 
Sr. Charlotte, NC 
So. Green, OH 
Jr. Tampa, FL 
CL Hometown 
Sr. Akron, OH 
Je. Dublin, VA 
So. Pembroke Pines, FL 
Sr. Canton, OH 
Sr. Miami, FL 
So. Pompano Beach, FL 
dr. Rock Hill, SC 
Fr. Columbus, OH 
ur. Forestville, MD 


Sr. Uniontown, OH 
Sr. Miami, FL 
Sr. Youngstown, OH 
So. Cleveland, OH 


Fr Washington, DC 
So. Columbus, OH 
cL Hometown 
Sr. Windber, PA 
dr. Dayton, OH 
Fr. Mentor, OH 
So. Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
So. Brunswick, OH 
So. Delray Beach, FL 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (4) 
Pos. No. Name 

WR 12 ~~ Jabari Arthur 
WR 18 Jermaine Lindsay 
LT 74 Chris Kemme 

LG 71 Mike Ward 

c 64 Jim Holley 

RG 68 Mike Schepp 

RT 77 Keith Huebner 
TE 84 Kris Kasparek 

QB 7 Carlton Jackson 
FB 33 Joe McDaniel 

RB 3 Dennis Kennedy 
SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 
Pos. No. Name 

WR 14 Johnny Long 

WR 17 _ Brandon Williams 
LT 75 Corey Woods 

LG 70 Garrett Brewster 
Cc 51 Elliott Bates 

RG 78 Zack Anderson 
RT 69 Casey Estrada 

TE 83 Merce Poindexter 
QB 11 Chris Jacquemain 
FB 32 Joe Tuzze 

RB 29 Andre Walker 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (8) 


Pos. 

DE 

NG 

OT 

SLB 
MLB 
BAN 
ROV 

cB 

cB 

SS 28 
FS 21 


Name 

Eric Lively 
Wallace Pendleton 
Jared Cecchetti 
Brion Stokes 
Kevin Grant 

Doug Williams 
John Mackey 
Reggie Corner 
Davanzo Tate 
Brandon Anderson 
Andre Jones 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


» No. 


Name 
Mitchell Magloire 


Nate Robinson 
Shawn Lemon 
Parris McNeal 
Al-Teric Balaam 
Amin Kabir 
Wayne Cobham 
Miguel Graham 
Rodney Etienne 
Chevin Pace 
Yamari Dixon 


Name 

Matt Domonkos 
John Stec 
Brandon Anderson 
Andre Jones 


Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: J.D. Brookhart 


Record at School: 18-18 (3 years) 


Career Record: 18-18 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Joe Moorhead 
Defensive Coordinator: Jim Fleming 


Akron, Ohio 


Rubber Bowl (31,000) 


Class 
Sr. 
So. 
Jr 
Fr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
So. 
Sr. 
So. 
dr. 
Jr 


Class 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
Jr. 

So. 
So. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
So. 
So. 
Sr. 


Class 
Jr. 
So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr 
Jr 


Class 
Sr. 
So. 
Jr. 
Jr. 


2007 SIGNEES 


Jake Anderson OL 64" = =280 Erie, PA 
Brian Brikowski LBs 64". 215“ Freehold Town., Nd 
Jalil Carter DB 61" 75 Toledo, OH 
Marquinn Davis DL 66" 265 Youngstown, OH 
Casey Estrada OL 6'5" 285 Folsom, CA 
Sean Fobbs LBs 6" (205 Miamisburg, OH 
Miguel Graham DB OS" = 160 Rock Hill, SC 
Vincent Hill WR 5'1l". 175 Fort Washington, MD 
Zac Kasparek OL 66" 300 New Brighton, PA 
Matt Little LB 6'2". 200 Durham, NC 
Dan Marcoux DL 63" 260 Ramsey, Nd 
Da-Von Moore ATH 5'11" 210 Pittsburgh, PA 
Deni Odofin DL 64" 230 Endicott, NY 
Gary Pride ATH 5'" = 180 Cincinnati, OH 
Joe Rash DEY 762" 760 Pittsburgh, PA 
Matt Rodgers QB 62" 195 Pittsburgh, PA 
Dan Ronsman OL 63" 280 Antioch, IL 
Jerome Royal WR 6'2" 180 = Cleveland Hts, OH 
Almondo Sewell [B) ‘62 § 235 Trenton, NJ 
Shane Shead DL 65" 225 Plano, TX 
Paul Simkovich oL 64" 300 Latrobe, PA 
Ryan Simpson DE F6e . 270 Xenia, OH 
Aaron Williams LB/RB 60" 205 Pittsburgh, PA 
Bryan Williams RB 60" =: 195 Akron, OH 


After the Zips put together what Akron’s fourth-year head coach 
J.D. Brookhart called “the best class since I have been here,” a 
closer look revealed the reason Brookhart felt comfortable saying 
that — almost half of the two dozen incoming players are linemen. 
Two players from that group who will challenge for immediate 
playing time are junior college transfer Casey Estrada, a 6'5", 285- 
pound offensive lineman who enrolled early and participated in 
spring drills, and Paul Simkovich, a 6'4", 300-pound offensive 
lineman from Pennsylvania. Although most of the linemen are more 
likely to address long-term needs, Brookhart does have a couple of 
skill position players who could crash the depth chart immediately. 
Running back Bryan Williams leads that contingent after spending a 
year at Valley Forge Military Academy. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 5-7 (3-5 MAC) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
S. 2 at Penn State L 16-34 106,505 
S. 9 at NC State Ww 20-17 = =—56,103 
S. 16 at Central Michigan L 21-24 20,097 
S. 23 North Texas Ww 33-13 16,011 
S. 30 at Kent State L 15-37 = 22,013 
0. 7 at Cincinnati E 14-20 =: 18,123 
0. 21 Miami (Ohio) Ww 24-13, 17,721 
0. 28 atToledo L 20-35 =: 19,331 
N. 4 Bowling Green Ww 35-28 15,728 
N. 9 Buffalo Ww 31-16 =: 14,512 
N. - at Ohio L 7-17 15,631 
N. Western Michigan L 0-17 = 16,686 
Passing Att. Comp. Yds. 1D Int. 
Luke Getsy 380 199 2662 18 ill 
Rushing Att. Yds. = Avg. = TD 
Dennis Kennedy 226 914 4.0 9 
Andre Walker 65 245 3.8 4 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. ‘1D 
Jabari Arthur 45 730 16.2 4 
David Harvey 43 914 213 10 
Dennis Kennedy 39 193 4.9 0 
Jermaine Lindsay 34 477 14.0 2 


Kicking: Jon McClain, 4-6 FGs, 9-11 XPs, 21 points; 
Matt Domonkos, 2-8 FGs, 13-17 XPs, 19 points 
Tackles: John Mackey, 88; Kevin Grant, 87 

Sacks: Brion Stokes, 5.5 


Interceptions: Reggie Corner, 4 
Returning Players in Bold 


fter stringing together five 

consecutive winning seasons, the 

Falcons took a nose dive last year 

and sunk to 4-8, losing their last 

five games. Gregg Brandon, the guy 
who moved up from offensive coordinator 
to replace Urban Meyer, is charged with 
righting the ship that has steered off course 
during his watch. 

Bowling Green features a highly creative 
offense that is capable of scoring plenty of 
points, which will allow the Falcons to mask 
some flaws on the defensive side. With the 
versatile Anthony Turner at quarterback, the 
Falcons have a legitimate gamebreaker with 
the ball in his hands. If Bowling Green can 
improve the efficiency of its special teams 
which were woeful last season — the Falcons 
have the right stuff to work their way back 
into the MAC title hunt. 


Quarterbacks Turner has been in control of 
the Falcons’ offense since Omar Jacobs left 
early for the NFL two years ago. Turner 
passed for 1,596 yards and 11 touchdowns 
and rushed for another 480 yards last season, 
despite missing two games with injuries. He 
is in the mold of a Jacobs and a Josh Harris 
and has the improvisational ability to make 
Brandon's spread offense hum. Sophomore 
Tyler Sheehan and redshirt freshman 
Anthony Glaud will be given an opportunity 
to win the job, but this is clearly Turner's 
team. 


Running Backs The Falcons are loaded in the 
backfield. Chris Bullock wrestled the job 
away from Dan Macon last season and went 
on to run for 769 yards. Bullock will have to 
fight for his starting assignment in the fall, 
and his chief competition figures to come 
from Macon and junior college transfer Eric 
Ransom. Freddie Barnes, who will line up at 
receiver, running back, quarterback or in the 
slot, ran for 405 yards and nine touchdowns 
last year. Barnes is difficult to pigeonhole at 
one position, but he’s sure to have the ball 
often. 


Receivers Corey Partridge, a junior who led 
the Falcons with 55 catches last season, is the 
top threat. He is joined in a rather crowded 
receiving corps by junior Marques Parks, and 
sophomores Calvin Wiley, Chris Wright and 
Tyrone Pronty. Any discussion about pass- 
catchers, though, has to include the versatile 
Barnes, who caught 20 passes last season and 
served as the league's best decoy the rest of 
the time. 


Offensive Linemen There's one key figure 
back — center Kory Lichtensteiger, a three- 
time All-MAC pick — and one who is no 
longer around — offensive coordinator and 
line guru Greg Scudrawa, a former Falcon 
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player who moved on to the staff at LSU. 
Studrawa was as much an inspirational force 
as an instructional one. Veteran Drew 
Nystrom is expected to hold down the 
critical left tackle position, while Shane 
Steffy has the inside track at left guard. On 
the right side, Brandon Curtis and Jeff Fink 
are battling for the start at guard, while 
Kevin Huelsman heads the list of contenders 
for the starting assignment at right tackle. 


NUMBERS GAME 


Bowling Green ranked 
118th in the nation in net 
punting, gaining an 
average of only 27.7 
yards per kick. 


27.1 


Defensive Linemen Bowling Green has made 
the move over the past couple of seasons to 
more agile, athletic guys up front. Junior end 
Diyral Briggs meets those criteria. Returning 
starter Jacob Hardwick can play either end or 
tackle but appears to be in line to start on the 
outside opposite Briggs. Former tight end 
Scott O’Drobinak and Michael Ream will 
get first look at the two tackle spots. The 
Falcons must do a better job slowing down 
the run this season. 


Linebackers This is a physical and pursuit- 
oriented group that returns a half-dozen 
players with significant experience. Juniors 
Erique Dozier and John Haneline have the 
versatility to work against the pass and the 
run. Senior Loren Hargrove and sophomore 
Cody Basler keep the rotation filled with 
capable performers. The Falcon coaching 
staff went out and got junior college transfer 
Jerrson Davis with the expectation that he 
will help right away. 


Defensive Backs This was likely the youngest 
unit in the conference last year, with the top 
eight performers all listed as sophomores or 
freshmen. With the trials by fire behind 
them, the Falcon secondary should mature 
into one of the team’s strengths. Juniors 
Antonio Smith and Kenny Lewis work the 
corners, while sophomores Jerrett Sanderson 
and Jahmal Brown go at the safeties. 


Specialists The Falcons rolled the dice and 
went with true freshmen at punter and kicker 
last year. It didn’t work. They both struggled 
mightily and they both left school. A pair of 
junior college players — punter Nick 
lovinelli and placekicker Sinisa Vrvilo — 
have been brought in to patch those huge 
holes. They don’t need to be great; they just 
need to be serviceable. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 
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A QUICK LOOK AT THE FALCONS 


In his first three seasons, Gregg 
Brandon guided the Falcons to a record 
of 26-11 that included wins in two 
straight bowl games. But after last 
season’s 4-8 debacle, the heat is on to 
get the Falcons back on track. There 
needs to be an across-the-board upgrade 
— offense, defense and special teams 
— if Bowling Green is to get back in the 
hunt for a MAC title. The talent is there 
on the offensive side, with quarterback 
Anthony Turner, punishing tailback Chris 
Bullock and versatile athlete Freddie 
Barnes capable of creating headaches 
for opposing defenses. Longtime 
assistant WViike Ward takes over the 
defense and needs to get this group back 
to the level where it resided when this 
team was winning bowl games. A 
significant upgrade in special teams play 
is mandatory, since that was the team’s 
Achilles’ heel in 2006. There has been 
some significant turnover on the 
coaching staff, which could be a good 
thing. There’s an opportunity for upward 
mobility in the MAC East — Ohio went 
from a 3-5 record in ’05 to division 
winner last fall — so it won’t be 
surprising if the Falcons contend in this 
wide-open division. 
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S. 22 
S829 
OS 
0. 13 
0. 20 
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7 SCHEDULE 


at Minnesota 
at Michigan State 
Temple 


Western Kentucky 


at Boston College 
at Miami (OH) 
at Kent State 
Ohio 

Akron 


at Eastern Michigan 


at Buffalo 
Toledo 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Bowting Green SID 


2007 BOWLING GREEN ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 
18 Glaud, Anthony QB 463" «212 Fr. Sicklerville, NU 
16 Hunter, Tony QB 61" 205 = So. Coshocton, OH 
13 Sheehan, Tyler QB “6S! 5225". So; Cincinnati, OH 
17 Turner, Anthony QB O62" 229) Ir. Dayton, OH 
Running Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
20 Boomer, Andre RB 61" 225) dt. Warren, OH 
33 Bullock, Chris RB 5S" 220 So. Destrehan, LA 
49 Lawrence, Nick RB 62" 230 = So. Brighton, MI 
5 Macon, Dan RB 61" 214 ~~ Sr. Sagamore Hills, OH 

Rice, Khalfani RB 56" 220) Ur. Toledo, OH 
34 Van Demark, Curtis RB 62" 214 ~~ So. Brooklyn, NY 
35 Waldron, Nate RB OS" 211d Rochester, PA 
11 Winovich, Pete RB 63" 248 Sr Jefferson Hills, PA 


Receivers ! Hometown 
Badowsky, Michael WR 64" 200 Fr. Lincoln Park, MI 
7 Barnes, Freddie RB/WR 6'2" 212 So. Chicago Hts., IL 


84 Brighton, Derek WR 510" 184s Fr. Allen Park, MI 

Carter, Darrion WR 6'2" 192 So. Warrensville Hts., OH 
86 Charles, Zach WR 5'10" 179 = So. ~~ Winter Haven, FL 
85 Davis, Kelvin WR S'" 175” Fr Ocala, FL 
81 Emans, Matt WR 62" 200 Sr Bowling Green, OH 
82 Kennedy, Benjy WR 61" 182 Sr. Morris, IL 
3 Parks, Marques WR S12" 192 dr McDonald, PA 
1 Partridge, Corey WR S'11" 184s dt. Loveland, OH 
83. Pronty, Tyrone WR 60" 181 So. Maple Heights, OH 
91 Rieke, Nick TE 64" 250 Fr Crystal Lake, IL 
89 Scheidler, Jimmy TE 64" 244 So. Indianapolis, IN 
15 Wiley, Calvin WR S'll" 195 So. Detroit, MI 
12 Wright, Chris WR 5110" 190 So, Middletown, OH 
Offensive Linemen ! Hometown 
64 Albert, Scott OL 67 300 So. Kenton, OH 
60 Buckosh, Jarrett OL 67 293 So. Elyria, OH 
55 Curtis, Brandon G 62 285 dr Springfield, OH 
46 Donahue, Tyler OL 66" 281 Fr Naperville, IL 
74 Fink, Jeff G 65" 290 dr Willoughby, OH 


73 Huelsman, Kevin T 

76 Kent, Aaron T 

78 Lichtensteiger, Kory Cc 

50 Mack, Brandon T. 65" <283, Se Webster, NY 
G 
T 
0 


65" 290 Sr St. Henry, OH 
66" 29. Ur Zanesville, OH 
63" 300 Sr. Van Wert, OH 


98 Minturn, Brady 
71 Nystrom, Drew 


64" 288 = So, Loveland, OH 
6S" 300 Sr. Crystal Lake, IL 


72 Stanford, Andrew 6S” 297’ Se Toledo, OH 
75 Steffy, Shane G 63" 302 So. Oakmont, PA 
65 Watson, Pat C.. OF Bri wb Naperville, IL 
Hometown 

47 Baker, Adrian DE 63" 218 dt Maplewood, NJ 
63 Barrow, Orlando NG 62" 287 Fr Chesapeake, VA 
99 Briggs, Diyral DE 64" 230 Jr Mt. Healthy, OH 
59 Davis, Nick DL 63" 281 dt Cincinnati, OH 
58 Hardwick, Jacob DE 63° 260 So. Virginia Beach, VA 
93 Hartung, Garth DE 61" 244 = So, Sandusky, OH 
51 Magnone, Angelo DE 63" 235 Fr — Steubenville, OH 
88 O'Drobinak, Sean DT 64" 270 Sr Crown Point, IN 
90 Ream, Michael NG 63" 270 So, Bluffton, OH 
40 Schaefer, Joe DL 64" 256 Jr Parma Heights, OH 
97 Smith, Darius DE 62" 217) Fr Euclid, OH 
94 Tipton, Carlos DE” 63". .250.P thr Cincinnati, OH 
87 Young, D.J. OT 65" 278 So. Lansing, MI 
i Hometown 
45 Basler, Cody LB 63" «238 ~—s So. Auburn, ML 
30 Dozier, Erique LB 60" 22. rk Akron, OH 
42 Fells II], Eugene LUBY) 60" <21S:; » ike Palatka, FL 
44 Haneline, John LB 62") 231s d_-“ North Olmsted, OH 
9 Hargrove, Loren LB Se SZ Sk Berea, OH 
43 Jackson, Brandon IB 62" 231 ~— So. Collierville, TN 
36 Parks, Lewis B62" 228) r. Fayetteville, GA 
46 Scheidler, Josh LB. (SRLS 207" Fe Stow, OH 
Smith, Dustin LB 60". 225. So. Sandusky, OH 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
24 Brown, Jahmal SS 510° 192 So. Cleveland, OH 
22 Corner, Vincent cB OMS” =. 200—Ss So. Springfield, OH 
37 Davis, Aaron DB 62" 197 So. Seffner, FL 
21 Lewis, Kenny CB OS" 185 dk. Pittsburgh, PA 
23. Lewis, Tarell CB 510" 187 ~— So. Redford, MI 
25 Mahone, Ru. FS Sil" 201 = So. Elyria, OH 
28 Marshall, Calvin SS 511" 190 Fr Miramar, FL 
Mosley, Anthony DB 61" 190 Fr Delray Beach, FL 

4 Sanderson, Jerrett FS 60". 189 =So. ~—_ Long Branch, NU 
2 Smith, Antonio CB S10" 180) so dr Miami, FL 
Tomlinson, Alfred DB OS" «175 OFr Dayton, OH 
Walker, Frederick DB 5" «184 = So. Lansing, MI 

39 Williams, Roger DB 59" «184 ~ = So. Lake City, GA 
Specialists POS HT WT CL Hometown 
32 Belany, Paul Ke 50? S77" "So? Brookfield, OH 
54 Cutler, Kyle LS: S60) 6227 SSr Plain City, OH 
31 Norsic, Matthew K 61" 203 So. Parma, OH 
46 Rutherford, Craig LS 511" 204 = So, ~— Pemberville, OH 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (6) 

Pos. No. Name Class 
WR 1 Corey Partridge dr. 
WR 3 Marques Parks dr. 
WR 7 Freddie Barnes So. 
LT 71 Drew Nystrom Sr. 
LG 75 Shane Steffy So. 
Cc 78 Kory Lichtensteiger Sr. 
RG 55 Brandon Curtis dr. 
RT 73 Kevin Huelsman Sr. 
TE 89 Jimmy Scheidler So. 
QB 17 Anthony Turner Jr. 
RB 33 Chris Bullock So. 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos. No. Name 
WR 15 Calvin Wiley 
WR 12 Chris Wright 
WR 83 Tyrone Pronty 
76 ~— Aaron Kent 
98 Brady Minturn 
Patrick Watson 
Jeff Fink 
Brandon Mack 
Nick Rieke 
Tyler Sheehan 
Dan Macon 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (8) 


Pos. No. Name Class 
DE 99  Diyral Briggs dr. 
Michael Ream So. 
Sean O’Drobinak Sr. 
Jacob Hardwick So. 
Erique Dozier Jr. 
John Haneline Jr 
Loren Hargrove Sr. 
Antonio Smith ur. 
Kenny Lewis dr. 
Jahmal Brown So. 
Jerrett Sanderson So, 


Name 

Adrian Baker 
Orlando Barrow 
D.J. Young 
Angelo Magnone 
Jerrson Davis 
Cody Basler 
Lewis Parks 
Tarell Lewis 
Vincent Corner 
Calvin Marshall 
Pu. Mahone 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Pos. No. Name Class 
K Sinisa Vrvilo Jr. 
P Nick Iovinelli Jr. 
KR 21 Kenny Lewis dr. 
PR 1 Corey Partridge Jr. 
Returning Starters In Bold 
Head Coach: Gregg Brandon 
Record at School: 30-19 (4 years) 
Career Record: 30-19 (4 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Mick McCall 
Defensive Coordinator: Mike Ward 
Bowling Green, Ohio 
Doyt Perry Stadium (23,724) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Kevin Alvarado 62" = 255 East Chicago, IL 
Ben Bojicic . 64" 273.- Farmington Hills, MI 
Darren Branch DL 62" 230 Twinsburg, OH 
Nate Brown QB 64" = 225 Harrisburg, PA 
Preston Burrell DL: 36's" 270 Holland, MI 
Jerrson Davis LB 62" 200 Andrews, SC 
Josh Dodge OL 63" 290 Dunnellon, FL 
Willie Geter RB 58" = 170 Miami, FL 
Adrian Hodges WR 61" 180 Jacksonville, FL 
Ray Hutson WR 6'2" 180 Detroit, MI 
Nick Tovinelli K/P 60" 180 Berwyn, IL 
Andrew JohnsonIV DL 6'4" =. 265 Detroit, MI 
Eric Ransom RB S'10" 185 Waco, TX 
Anthony Smith DB 6" = 187 Orange, NJ 
Glen Stanley LB. 62" 205 Ocala, FL 
Nick Torresso DE 168 = (290 Chicago, IL 
Sinisa Vrvilo K/P 6'l" 260 Ft. Worth, TX 
Mark Wooldridge BOS" =: 190 Akron, OH 
Gary Wright LB 62". 205 Miami, FL 
Christopher Young LB 60" 210 Sarasota, FL 


Ina class that had a heavy emphasis on stockpiling big linemen 
and linebackers for the coming years, the most crucial signings 
came on special teams, where the need was nothing short of 
desperation. Junior college product Sinisa Vrvilo was the nation’s 
second-highest rated kicker a year ago and steps in to play right 
away, as does punter Nick Iovinelli, who transfers in from Harper 
(IIl.) College, where he averaged 36.6 yards per punt. Linebacker 
Jerrson Davis is another junior college player who has the 
potential to help right away, but he did not play last season and 
needs to fast-track his return to form. The Falcons went all the 
way to Miami to land speedy running back Willie Geter, an all-state 
performer in Florida who also posted a 10.6 in the 100 during 
track season. If he makes the step up to Division I-A smoothly, 
Bowling Green will have a legitimate breakaway threat. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 4-8 (3-5 MAC) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
S. 2 Wisconsin L 14-35 30,307 
S. 9 Buffalo W (Bot) 48-40 = 14,227 
S. 16 at FIU Ww 33-28 15,212 
S. 23 Kent State L 3-38 12,967 
S. 30 at Ohio Ww 21-9 18,546 
0. 7 at Ohio State t 7-35 105,057 
0. 14 Eastern Michigan Ww 24-21 14,525 
0. 19 at Central Michigan L 14-31 ~=:11,262 
0. 28 atTemple L 14-28 ~=-:17,431 
N. 4 at Akron L 28-35 =: 15,728 
N. = Miami (OH) L 7-9 25,616 
N. at Toledo L 21-31 23,917 
Passing Att. Comp. Yds. = TDI. 
Anthony Turner 252 144 =1,596 ll 5 
Freddie Barnes 50 27 210 1 2 
Rushing Att. Yds, Avg = TO. 
Chris Bullock 160 769 4.8 4 
Anthony Turner 141 480 3.4 5 
Freddie Barnes 96 405 4.2 9 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. 0 
Corey Partridge 55 658 12.0 3 
Kenneth Brantley II 32 374 117 2 
Ruben Ruiz 21 226 10.8 2 


Kicking: Sean Ellis, 4-9 FGs, 26-28 XPs, 38 points 
Tackles: Terrel White, 101; Erique Dozier, 98 
Sacks: Devon Parks, 9 
interceptions: Kenny Lewis, 4 
Returning Players in Bold 


National Forecast 118 MAC East Prediction 


uffalo coach Turner Gill hopes the 

return of 16 starters wipes away the 

excruciating memories of an 

unbearable 2006 season. The Bulls 

appeared headed for a dreamy run 
after beating Temple and a near-miss at 
Bowling Green, but things turned sour 
quickly. Buffalo lost seven straight after the 
win over the Owls and finished 2-10 and 
1-7 in the Mid-American Conference. 

“We're not that far off,” Gill says. “You 
hear that this program is down, can’t win, 
wont win. But being able to point it out to 
the players that it can and will happen in the 
future, that gives them hope.” 

Gill takes over the playcalling duties, but 
there won't be much of a shift from what the 
offense ran last season. There will, however, 
be more option looks with an emphasis on 
quarterback runs — depending on who is 
behind center. 


Quarterbacks When Gill recruited Naaman 
Roosevelt, he promised the youngster would 
eventually get a chance to compete at 
quarterback. So after one season Gill moved 
one of his most productive wide receivers 
behind center. Roosevelt's presence gives 
incumbent Drew Willy some much-needed 
competition. In high school, Roosevelt 
possessed the ability to scramble and make 
decisions on the fly, a dimension that Buffalo 
hasn't had in years. Still, Willy is a two-year 
starter who opened the first eight games last 
season before suffering a thumb injury that 
sidelined him for the remainder of the year. 


Running Backs ‘Two seniors and one junior 
departed, but none was in the mold of 
sophomore James Starks, who has the 
potential to blossom into the best tailback 
the program has ever produced. Last season, 
he led Buffalo with 704 yards on 175 carries 
while scoring six touchdowns. He probably 
wont take as much pounding as he did a year 
ago, because the Bulls have some solid depth. 


Receivers If Roosevelt remains at 
quarterback, it robs the receiving corps of its 
best deep threat. Buffalo’s cupboard, 
nevertheless, isn’t bare. Terrance Breaux 
becomes the go-to receiver. As a junior last 
season, Breaux led all receivers with 32 
receptions for 444 yards, and while he lacks 
the breakaway speed of Roosevelt, he is a 
sure-handed target. Ernest Jackson appeared 
in all 12 games last season while Gary Rice, a 
converted defensive back, showed some 
promise, although his season was cut short by 
injury. Buffalo will miss tight end Chad 
Upshaw. Robert Yealu and Jesse Rack 


combined for only eight receptions in 2006. 


Offensive Linemen The Bulls welcome back 
four starters, but only two (center Jamey 


7th 


Richard and right guard Jeff Niedermier) will 
likely remain in the same spot. Left guard 
Ray Norell was moved to left tackle, while 
the former left tackle, Jordan Jerrold, is now 
at right tackle. Richard has started 23 
consecutive games and has All-MAC and 
NFL potential. The Bulls were poor at 
protecting the quarterback — they allowed 
39 sacks — and they must improve in 
creating room for the running backs. 


NUMBERS GAME 


Buffalo gave up a 
combined 114 points in its 
1 1 h losses to Auburn, Boston 

College and Wisconsin. 
Defensive Linemen It was easy to run on the 
Bulls last season — they allowed 184.8 yards 
per game — but the line was working with 
four new starters, including a converted tight 
end. Now, three starters return. Heading the 
group is end Trevor Scott, who proved to be 
the unit’s best player. Chris Callahan 
emerged from camp as the other end, while 
the tackle rotation will include James Judges 
(formerly an end), Dane Robinson and 


Ronald Hilaire. Gill believes this unit has the 
potential to be much improved. 


Linebackers The Bulls lost the glue to their 
defense in Ramon Guzman and Jeff Bublavi, 
although Ollice Ervin, who was second on 
the team in tackles, returns on the weak side. 
Jamal Chisam will anchor the middle, while 
Larry Hutchinson handles the strong side. 
Kareem Byrom, who played well in the 
absence of Guzman for four games, could 
figure into the mix but is better suited for 
safety. 


Defensive Backs No question marks here. 
This is by far Gill’s most experienced unit on 
the team, with four starters and three reserves 
who saw significant playing time in 2006. It 
starts with Byrom, the senior captain who 
ranked third on the team in tackles. Kendric 
Hawkins and Andre Evans will be the 
corners, though 2006 starter Sherrod Lott 
will be in the mix, as well. Mike Newton 
could blossom into one of the better strong 
safeties in the conference. 


Specialists Senior punter Ben Woods is 
entering his fourth year as the starter and 
already owns every school record. With 
Adam Tanalski and Taylor Packwood gone, 
junior Gerry McGroarty, who missed all of 
last season with an ankle injury, takes over 
the kicking duties. If Roosevelt catches on at 
quarterback, Gill will have to look elsewhere 
for a return man. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BULLS 


Yes, 16 starters return, and that’s 
enough to create optimism in most 
programs. But the talent level at Buffalo 
remains below mediocre, which means 
there won’t be any significant changes 
with regard to the win column. Buffalo 
does have an experienced quarterback in 
Drew Willy, but Naaman Roosevelt can 
make plays out of the pocket. If he isn’t 
starting by the end of training camp, he 
could be shortly into the season. Tailback 
James Starks is good enough to produce 
the Bulls’ first 1,000-yard rusher in 11 
seasons. Scoring (18.3 ppg in 2006) has 
long been an issue with this program, 
and unless some key personnel enjoy 
breakout seasons (Willy? Terrance 
Breaux?), Buffalo could rank once again 
as one of the worst offensive teams in 
the nation. Eight starters return from a 
defense that’s young and aggressive but 
has two huge holes to fill at linebacker. 
Still, there’s more than enough 
experience to help control the run. Coach 
Turner Gill was merely looking for warm 
bodies from his first recruiting class yet 
still drew high marks from analysts. His 
second class is not as highly regarded, 
although incoming freshmen defensive 
backs Josh Copeland and Davonte 
Shannon have the talent to play 
anywhere in the MAC. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


at Rutgers 
at Temple 
at Penn State. 
Baylor 
at Ball State 
Ohio 
Toledo 
at Syracuse 
E Akron 
at Miami (Ohio) 
Bowling Green 
__at Kent State _ 
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*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


Paul Hokanson 


2007 BUFFALO ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 
18 Roosevelt, Naaman QB/WR 610" 184 So. Buffalo, NY 
16 Willy, Drew QB 63" 213) Ut Randolph, Nu 
Running Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
28 Henry, Mario RB OS" = 202s So. Erie, PA 
37 McCune, Da’Von RB 5110" 185 = So. Buffalo, NY 
36 Nduka, Ike FB S'11" 220 = So. ~— White Plains, NY 
32 Scharon, Chris FB 62". 234s. Salem, NH 
19 Starks, James RB 62" 206 So. Niagara Falls, NY 
27 Thermilus, Brandon RB 5'11" 210 = -Fr, ~~ Flower Mound, TX 
Receivers POS HT W CL Hometown 
85 Beggs, Brad WR 60° 180 dr Clarion, PA 
24 Breaux, Terrance WR 62" 217 Sr Randallstown, MD 
42 Brey, Kyle TE OF) 250. fr Granger, IN 
84 Hagg, Skyler WR S11" 172) OFF. Glendale, AZ 
88 Hamlin, Brett WR 61" 178 dr dupiter, FL 
21 Jackson, Ernest WR 62" 214° dr Rochester, NY 
81 Kisabeth, Bryan TE 64" 220) dr Plymouth, MI 
23. Pierre, Alex WR 6" 192 So. Hackensack, Nd 
82 Rack, Jesse TE 63" 220 So. Maspeth, NY 
3 Rice, Gary WR S® 163) dr Hamilton, OH 
45 Yealu, Robert TE 63" 234 Jr Cedar Grove, Nd 
Hometown 

76 Bacoulis, Matt OL 63" 314 = So. Des Plaines, IL 
73 Bittner, Peter OL 64" 289 Fr Williamsville, NY 
67 Burgio, Jon OL: .69" 358). |S. Clarence, NY 
69 Coughlin, Travis OL 66° #305 Jt Royal Oak, MI 
66 Flanagan, Brandon OL 62° 299 Fr. North Reading, MA 
57 Geddes, Jon OL 64" «328 Ur Colonie, NY 
77 Jerrold, Jordan OL 68" 285 So, Fairless Hills, PA 
63 Johnson, Kevin OL 64" «296 = So. Newton, Nu 
68 Kelly, Brian OL 66" 305 Fr Richmond, VA 
79 Lauzze, Chris OL 62" 301 ur Pembroke, NY 
75 Niedermier, Jeff OL 63° 297 Jr. New Washington, OH 
70 Norell, Ray OL 66" 292 Jt Monroe, CT 
71 Richard, Jamey OL 64" 301 = Sr. Weston, CT 
Richberg, Solomon OL 64" 300) Fr Queens, NY 

72 West, Andrew OL 66" 308 So. Croswell, MI 
N Hometown 

51 Abdo, Matt DL 63" 276) Jr Fayetteville, NY 
48 Callahan, Chris DL 63" 238 dt Webster, NY 
52 Drewes, Tom DL 61" 236 So. Dunmore, PA 
55 Hakanjin, Labinot DL 60" 279 Sr Brooklyn, NY 
95 Hilaire, Ronald DL 60" 293 So. Laval, QC 
91 Judges, James DL 66" 247 Sr. Pickering, ON 
90 Lapointe, Bruno DL IOGe tease tone Lennoxville, QC 
74 Montanez, Anel DL 60° 285 So. Trumbull, CT 
94 Pointer, Frankie DE. -STL?.203, “So: Detroit, MI 
92 Robinson, Dane DL 62" 258 So. Baltimore, MD 
89 Scott, Trevor DL 65" 254 Sr. Potsdam, NY 
97 Smith, Andrae DLS 64", 4252 Sr Bloomfield, CT 
60 Thompson, Mike DLS Be 271 oe Seffner, FL 
Linebackers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
Akingba, Adekunle 1B 6H" 205) Ui. Brooklyn, NY 

4 Chisam, Jamal BOS" 203d. Glendale, MD 
6 Ervin, Ollice B61" 230) dr. Vero Beach, FL 
33 Haymore, LaRon LB” SEL 238)" Sr, St. Louis, MO 
44 Hubbard, David 1B E60". 235, JSR. Cucamonga, CA 
46 Hutchinson, Larry LB 61” 19) Sh Seattle, WA 
56 Nowak, Stephen 1B 610" 220) sr. Warsaw, NY 
47 Robertson, Todd (Bo 6” 226s Sr. Amherst, NY 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
20 Byrom, Kareem DB 510" 200 Sr New Brunswick, NJ 
40 Corradino, Tom DB OS” 180 ut Washington, DC 
11 Evans, Andre DB 5110" 171) «out Cleveland, OH 
12 Hawkins, Kendric DB 5'10* 181 So. Upper Marlboro, MD 
14 Imes, Jesse DB 510" 202) Ss. Cincinnati, OH 
13 Jackson, Gerald DB OS" 176 oot Alexandria, VA 
22 Lott, Sherrod DB S10" 170 So. Plant Ciy, FL 
30 Newton, Mike DB 5110" 19% So, Pasadena, MD 
17 Perry, Keon DB. 53") 213: Se Brunswick, GA 
29 Sears, Ronald DB 60" 184 Sr. New York, NY 
43 Storr, Chris DB 60" 180 So. Southfield, MI 
38 West, Lucas OB OS® 209 Fr. Syracuse, NY 
Specialists POS HT WT CL Hometown 
10 McGroarty, Gerry P/K 62" 208 Jr Wilkes-Barre, PA 
8 Woods, Ben P/K 62" 207. Sr. Hermitage, PA 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (8) 
Pos. No, Name i 
WR 88 Brett Hamlin 

WR 21 Ernest Jackson 

LT 70 Ray Norell 

LG 57 Jon Geddes 

c 71 Jamey Richard 

RG 75 Jeff Niedermier 
RT 78 Jordan Jerrold 

TE 82 Jesse Rack 

QB 16 ~~ Drew Willy 

FB 32 = Chris Scharon 

RB 19 James Starks 
SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 
Pos, No, Nami 

WR 3. Alex Pierre 

WR 24 _ Terrance Breaux 
tT 67 ~— Jon Burgio 

LG 73 Peter Bittner 

C 79 Chris Lauzze 

RG 76 Matt Bacoulis 

RT 72 Andrew West 

TE 45 Robert Yealu 

QB 18 Naaman Roosevelt 
FB 42 ~~ Kyle Brey 

RB 28 Mario Henry 


FIRST T 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Pos. No, 


DE 


SPECIAL 


10 


KR 18 
PR 18 


EAM DEFENSE (8) 


Name 

Trevor Scott 
James Judges 
Dane Robinson 
Chris Callahan 
Ollice Ervin 
Jamal Chisam 
Larry Hutchinson 
Kendric Hawkins 
Andre Evans 
Kareem Byrom 
Mike Newton 


Name 

Bruno Lapointe 
Ronald Hilaire 
Anel Montanez 
Tom Drewes 
David Hubbard 
Todd Robertson 
Adekunle Akingba 
Keon Perry 
Sherrod Lott 
Chris Storr 
Ronald Sears 


TEAMS 


Gerry McGroarty 
Ben Woods 
Naaman Roosevelt 
Naaman Roosevelt 


Head Coach: Turner Gill 


Record at School: 2-10 (1 year) 


Career Record: 2-10 (1 year) 


Offensive Coordinator: Turner Gill 
Defensive Coordinator: Jimmy Williams 
Buffalo, NY. 


UB Stadium (29,013) 


Clas 
Ur. 
dr. 
Jr 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr 

So. 

So. 
Jr 
Jr. 

So. 


Jr. 
Sr. 
So. 
So. 
Returning Starters in Bold 


2007 SIGNEES 


Adekunle Akingba LB" 205 Brooklyn, NY 
Fred Branch Ls? 63" 200 Rockville, MD 
Derrick Brown DT = 63" 280 Harrisburg, PA 
Aaron Connacher TE 6'3" 230 Jamestown, NY 
Domonic Cook cB.Cié«'" 75 Buffalo, NY 
Josh Copeland S 60" 195 Fairborn, OH 
Gordon DuBois DE  6'2" 230 Andover, MA 
Obi Ezemma RB 6'0" 215 Spring Valley, NY 
Alan Hayes S 51" 190 Houston, TX 
Jerry Housey LB 61" 230 Bronx, NY 
Zack Ingle QB O63" 185 Germantown, MD 
Terrell Jackson WR 6" 180 Temple, TX 
Matt Ostrowski OL 7" 300 Natrona Heights, PA 
Solomon Richberg OL 6'4" 300 Bronx, NY 
Marcus Rivers WR 64" 205 Lackawanna, NY 
Davonte Shannon S 61" 180 Jeannette, PA 
Richard Smith OT 63" 300 Pen Argyl, PA 
Joshua Thomas Ce: ‘Sir Ds Cedar Hill, TX 
Robert Torn OT 63" 265 Orlando, FL 
Ed Young QB saG'0" 180 Fort Worth, TX 


Coach Turner Gill’s second recruiting class at Buffalo included 20 
new players, including a pair of talented safeties. The staff signed 
three prospects from Western New York — cornerback Domonic 
Cook, receiver Marcus Rivers and tight end Aaron Connacher — 
and seven overall from the Empire State. Gill also signed four 
players each from the talent-rich states of Texas and Pennsylvania. 
Two players stand out and they both play safety: Davonte Shannon 
from Jeannette, Pa., and Josh Copeland from Fairborn, Ohio. 
Others who could make an immediate impact are Cook, defensive 
tackle Richard Smith, tailback Obi Ezemma and offensive lineman 
Matt Ostrowski. Buffalo did, however, swing and miss on New 
Jersey quarterback Chris Johnson, who committed to the school in 
November then signed with Boston College. Defensive end Randy 
Kellman from Florida also committed early and indicated to the 
staff that he was signing with Buffalo the night before Signing Day, 
yet he signed with Iowa State. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: (2-10, 1-7 MAC) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
A. 31 Temple W (ot) 9-3 8929795 
S. 9 at Bowling Green L @ot)40-48 14,227 
S. 16 at Northern Illinois L 13-31 = 21,117 
S. 23 at Auburn L 7-38 84,921 
0. 7 Ball State L 25-55 14,885 
0. 14 Miami (Ohio) L 31-38 13,699 
0. 21 at Ohio LE 7-42 ~=—-19,409 
0. 28 at Boston College L 0-41 14,682 
N. 4 Kent State Ww 41-14 11,764 
N. 9 at Akron L 16-31 14,512 
N. 18 at Wisconsin L 3-35 80,850 
N. 24 Central Michigan L 28-55 11,941 
Passing Att. Comp. Yds. TD Int. 
Drew Willy 231 138 =—-1,391 6 6 
Tony Paoli 94 47 584 1 5 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. 1D 
James Starks 175 704 4.0 6 
Steven King 55 199 3.6 6 
Jared Patterson 37 136 ae 2 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. =D 
Chad Upshaw 35 419 12.0 1 
James Starks 34 226 6.6 0 
Terrance Breaux 32 444 13.9 x 


Kicking: Adam Tanalski, 6-7 FGs, 17-17 XPs, 35 points; 
Taylor Packwood, 3-6 FGs, 6-8 XPs, 15 points 

Tackles: Jeff Bublavi, 110; Ollice Ervin, 96 

Sacks: Trevor Scott, 9 


Interceptions: Mike Newton, 5 ” 
Returning Players in Bold 


t some schools a .500 record will get 

you a pink slip. At Kent State it will 

get you a new contract. The Golden 

Flashes made significant strides last 

season, improving from 1-10 in 
2005 to 6-6 in ’06. In addition, there was a 
major spike in attendance and a renewed 
enthusiasm for the football program on 
campus. But for the Flashes to take the next 
step and win a division title, they must find 
some dependable receivers and improve a 
dreadful kicking game. If these areas show 
major progress, KSU may be headed to its 
first bowl game since 1972, back in the glory 
days of Jack Lambert. 


Julian Edelman was a late 
addition to the program during the spring of 
2006, but the junior college transfer certainly 
made a quick impression. Edelman entered 
the fall as the No. 3 quarterback but earned 
his way into the starting lineup for the season 
opener against Minnesota. A bit undersized 
at 5'11", he is a threat to move the ball with 
his arm (1,859 yards passing) or his legs (658 
yards rushing). The Kent State offense 
should flourish with a more experienced 
Edelman under center. Former receiver 
Darren Rogers, an excellent athlete, and 
Anthony Magazu, who is returning from a 
back injury, will battle for the No. 2 job. 


The running game showed 
dramatic improvement last year, due largely 
to Edelman. However, one of the smallest 
players in Division I-A football proved to be 
a mighty big asset. Eugene Jarvis, a 5'5" 
tailback, led the team with 798 yards 
rushing. “Jarvis has the ability to hit the hole 
quickly and makes any offensive line look 
good,” says KSU coach Doug Martin. Greg 
Keys, a track star, moves back to the tailback 
position after spending last season as a 
defensive back. Jon Drager is a proven 
veteran. 


Three of the top five receivers 
graduated, but the Golden Flashes should be 
in decent shape due to the coaching staff's 
recent focus on the position in recruiting. 
Shawn Bayes, Phil Garner and Cameron 
Bobb combined to catch only 14 passes last 
year, and this trio will need to step up. 
Martin is excited about the development and 
big-play ability of Aaron Robinson. Tight 
end Tom Sitko is one of the most reliable 
players at his position in the league. Sitko 
averaged 14.8 yards per catch last season and 
is an excellent blocker. 


An offensive line that 
made tremendous progress last fall returns 
nine of 10 players from the season-ending 
two-deep. The improved play of the line 
helped Kent State increase its rushing average 
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from 46.0 yards per game in 2005 to 158.4 
last fall. Josh Perry, Augustus Parrish and 
Shawn Donaldson are proven veterans, but 
the best lineman may be Joe Marafine, a 
“legitimate NFL prospect,” according to 
Martin. “We're going to be a lot bigger up 
the middle,” Martin says. 


The biggest loss on 
defense is pass-rushing specialist Daniel 
Muir, a first-team AII-MAC selection in 
2006. But the coaching staff is confident that 
Sam Frist, Colin Ferrell and Prishod Koonce 
can provide a solid veteran presence in the 
Flashes’ 3-4 alignment. After allowing over 
200 rushing yards per game in 2005, KSU 
gave up only 139.0 last fall. 


enjoyed a 
attendance last season, improving from 


NUMBERS GAME 
major surge in 
6,658 per game in 2005 to 17,004 in 


1 0 9 h 6 Kent State 
4 home 
2006. That’s a spike of 10,346 per game. 


Kevin Hogan leads a young but 
athletic group of linebackers. Hogan, a true 
freshman last year, led the team with 7.5 
sacks. “We couldn't keep Kevin Hogan off 
the field last year. We tried to redshirt him, 
but he was just too good,” says Martin. 
Jameson Konz is the other starting outside 
linebacker, The inside backer position has 
more size this year, with Stevon Moss, Derek 
Burrell and Anthony Mirando all expected to 
contribute. Howard Bowens, a late addition 
to the ’07 class who had an offer from 
Washington, may figure into the mix. 


Kent State ranked 10th in 
the country last year in pass defense and gave 
up only eight touchdowns through the air 
while picking off 16 passes. Safety Fritz 
Jacques and hard-hitting cornerback Jack 
Williams are the two starters who return 
from that productive unit. “We have some 
big shoes to fill, but most of these guys have 
played,” Martin says. “(Cornerback) Kirk 
Belgrave is one of the best athletes on our 
team, and Curtis Eaton (another corner) has 
unbelievable speed and size.” 


The Flashes were haunted last 
year by a dreadful kicking game. Punter Jake 
Kilroy started the season well but lost his 
confidence and faded down the stretch. Nate 
Reed and Reid Macko combined to hit only 
2-of-10 field goal attempts last season, 
including 1-of-5 inside 30 yards. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE GOLDEN FLASHES 


Kent State doesn’t seem to know how to 
handle success. Since 1977, the Golden 
Flashes have only had two winning 
seasons, and their lack of experience in 
playing in big games showed last year. 
Sitting at 5-2 and 4—0 in conference play 
at midseason, Kent lost a tough 17—7 
home game to eventual division winner 
Ohio and never recovered, finishing the 
season at 6-6 and missing out on bowl 
appearance. This year’s team must learn 
how to win those big games — or at 
least learn how to move forward if it 
stumbles in one of those contests. Still, 
there is plenty of positive momentum in 
this program. The coaching staff 
remained intact over the offseason for 
the first time in years, several key 
players return on both sides of the ball, 
and there is much more speed and depth 
throughout the roster. All of this could 
make KSU a contender in the MAC East. 
The non-conference schedule features 
games at Iowa State and Kentucky, and 
coach Doug Martin expects his team to 
do more than simply show up and pick up 
a paycheck against those teams. “It’s 
time we start acting like a Division I-A 
program and win those games,” he says. 
That is no doubt a tall order, but there’s 
no reason that the Golden Flashes can’t 
be a threat to win the MAC East. 


"™ & 
ee | 
Jillian Edelman 


2007 SCHEDULE 


at Iowa State 

at Kentucky 
Delaware State 
at Akron 

at Ohio 

Miami (Ohio) 

at Ohio State 
Bowling Green 
Central Michigan 
at Northern Illinois 
at Temple 
Buffalo 


> 
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*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


Kent State SID 


2007 KENT STATE ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT 

5 Brown, Jon QB OS'10" 
1 Edelman, Julian QB 60" 
12 Magazu, Anthony QB 63" 
15 Rogers, Darren QB 60" 
Running Backs POS HT 

22 Drager, Jon RB 60" 
6 Jarvis, Eugene RB OSS" 
33 Jayjack, Andy RB 611" 
34 Keys, Greg RB 6'1" 
29 Tudor, Andrew RB OS'7" 
Receivers POS HT 

4 Bayes, Shawn WR 5'10" 
81 Bobb, Cameron WR 65" 
82 Durante, Dan TE 64" 
9 Garner, Phil WR 5'11" 
88 Lewis, Shawn WR 5'8" 
10 Lynn, Coleman WR 57" 
3 McBryde, Derek WR 5'11" 
13. Muldrow, Leneric WR 58" 
17 Parsons, Jake TE 66" 
85 Robinson, Aaron WR 5'10" 
24 Simpson, Johnathan TE: «6'5? 
8 Sitko, Tom TE 63" 
80 Williams, Jarvis Te. 61 
16 Woodson, Mark WR 5‘11" 
Offensive Linemen POS HT 

72 Campbell, Dante G60" 
73 Cooper, Aaron OL 64" 
61 Donaldson, Shawn G 64" 
76 English, Jon OL 63" 
62. Kinkead, Kiff T 62" 
65 Marafine, Joe T S64 

53 Matuschek, Damian G63" 
66 McGraw, Travis i 6S! 
23 Memel, Dalton QL 62" 
59 Morris, Chase OL 62" 
56 Parrish, Augustus Le eee 
70 Perry, Joshua Cs ee 
78 Reedy, Pat G64" 
50. Starry, Bill [ey by 
Defensive Linemen POS HT 

91 Brown, Larry NT 61" 
90 Carter, Darrius OL 65" 
55 Ferrell, Colin OT 60" 
52 Filippi, David DE 63" 
74 Frist, Sam NT 64" 
67 Hull, Aaron DT 60" 
95 Koonce, Prishod DE 63" 
84 Masters, Nick DL 64" 
48 Rainey, Quinton DL 511" 
Linebackers POS HT 

19 Burrell, Derek MLB 6'2" 
57 Fores, Tim B62" 
94 Hogan, Kevin BLB 63" 
46 Kelley, Patrick a hy 
26 Konz, Jameson LB 63" 
54 Maxwell, Cedrick MLB 5'10" 
51 Mirando, Anthony WLB 6'2" 
44 Moss, Stevon WLB S'11" 
28 Troutman, Lester BLB 6'2" 
Defensive Backs POS HT 

37 Belgrave, Kirk CBI" 
45 Bell, Ja'Darrin FS PBL 
20 Eaton, Curtis cB." 
38 Hartman, Dan SS 6'2" 
11 Jacques, Fritz $5" “SF 
31. Lainhart, Brian FS 60" 
7 Murray, Rico DB 60" 
21 Sadler, Danny CB OS'10" 
49 Taylor, Calvin DB O61" 
2 Williams, Jack cB:ti«' 
Specialists POS HT 

35 Kandray, Will K/P5'10" 
47 Kilroy, Jake pe S11" 
14 Macko, Reid K.-S 
60 Muller, Matt is 62 
98 Reed, Nate KS 
68 Wales, Derek iS 62" 


WT CL Hometown 
189 Jr. Westlake, OH 
195 Jr Redwood City, CA 
185 So. Matthews, NC 
185 So. Ambridge, PA 
WT CL Hometown 
196 St. Jefferson Hills, PA 
158 So. Pittsburgh, PA 
218 So. Brecksville, OH 
201) dr Sandusky, OH 
175 So. Cincinnati, OH 
Wr CL Hometown 
181 od. Memphis, TN 
198 Sr. Ashtabula, OH 
274 Sr. Brunswick, OH 
175 So. ~~ Coral Springs, FL 
1620 Jt South Fork, PA 
147 So. Hapeville, GA 
181 So. Cleveland, OH 
170 So. Greenville, NC 
239 Sr. Gulph Mills, PA 
75 So. Ellenwood, GA 
225 So. Chatham, VA 
248 = Sr. Cuyahoga Falls, OH 
208 = So. Norfolk, VA 
162 dr. Shaker Heights, OH 
WT CL Hometown 
280 = So. Warren, OH 
285 So. Lawrenceville, GA 
300 = Sr. Dover, OH 
290 Sr. Ashland, OH 
300 Sr Warren, OH 
305 Sr. Cambridge Sprs., PA 
261 = Sr. Penn Hills, PA 
320. Sr. _ Silver Spring, MD 
295 Jr Washington, WV 
260 So. Raleigh, NC 
315 Jr ‘Temple Hills, MD 
285 df. Monroeville, OH 
270 Fr Youngstown, OH 
280 Sr McKeesport, PA 
WT CL Hometown 
308 Sr Washington, DC 
245 Sr. Inglewood, CA 
283 Sr. Hamilton, NJ 
2360 dr Dover, OH 
258 So. Southern Pines, NC 
265 So. Goldvein, VA 
266 = dt Chester, PA 
235 Fr Las Cruces, NM 
210 Fr Virginia Beach, VA 
WT CL Hometown 
240 ot. Richmond, VA 
225 Fr Dallas, TX 
210 = So. Chardon, OH 
200 So. Youngstown, OH 
207-0 dt. Uniontown, OH 
223) oJ. Tampa, FL 
230 So. Jefferson, OH 
20 out Hampton, VA 
207s So. Dayton, OH 
WT cL Hometown 
195 So. Norfolk, VA 
185 Fr. Kettering, MD 
190 Fr Akron, OH 
200 Fr — Leavittsburg, OH 
VW St. Naples, FL 
185 Fr. Cincinnati, OH 
181 our. Cincinnati, OH 
174 Jr. Maple Heights, OH 
190 So. Akron, OH 
V6 Sr Stafford, VA 
WT CL Hometown 
170 So. Youngstown, OH 
210 So. —‘ Millersburg, OH 
166 sr. Bradon, FL 
244s Sr. Sylvania, OH 
175 So. Wadsworth, OH 
220 So. W. Portsmouth, OH 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (8) 

Pos, No, Name Class 
WR 9 Phil Garner So. 
WR 85 Aaron Robinson So. 
WR 4 _ Shawn Bayes Jr 
LT 56 Augustus Parrish Jr 
LG 61 Shawn Donaldson Sr. 
Cc 70 Josh Perry Jr. 
RG 78 Pat Reedy Fr. 
RT 65 Joe Marafine Sr. 
TE 8 Tom Sitko Sr. 
QB 1 Julian Edelman Jr. 
RB 6 Eugene Jarvis So. 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos. No. 
WR 81 
16 
10 


Name 

Cameron Bobb 
Mark Woodson 
Coleman Lynn 
Travis McGraw 
Dante Campbell 
Bill Starry 
Damian Matuschek 
Kiff Kinkead 
Jake Parsons 
Darren Rogers 
Greg Keys 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (9) 


Pos, No, 


Name 

Prishod Koonce 
Sam Frist 
Colin Ferrell 
Jameson Konz 
Derek Burrell 
Stevon Moss 
Kevin Hogan 
Kirk Belgrave 
Jack Williams 
Fritz Jacques 
Brian Lainhart 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Pos. No. 
DE 52 
NT 91 
DT 


Name 

David Filippi 
Larry Brown 
Aaron Hull 

Tim Flores 
Cedrick Maxwell 
Anthony Mirando 
Lester Troutman 
Danny Sadler 
Curtis Eaton 
Dan Hartman 
Ja’Darrin Bell 


Name 

Nate Reed 

Jake Kilroy 

Curtis Eaton Fr. 

Aaron Robinson So. 
Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Doug Martin 

Record at School: 12-22 (3 years) 
Career Record: 12-22 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Doug Martin 
Defensive Coordinator: Pete Rekstis 


Kent, Ohio 


Dix Stadium (29,287) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Josiah Andrews WR 5'10" 175 Greenville, NC 
Chris Anzevino OL 62" 308 Warren, OH 
Howard Bowens LB 60" 215 Laverne, CA 
Markus Burton LB 63" 200 Columbus, OH 
Darrius Carter OL 65" 245 Inglewood, CA 
Chris Favazzo DL/OL  6'5" 250 Blacklick, OH 
Michael Fay OL 6'4" 265 Allentown, PA 
Andre Flowers RB Sil" 200 Ridgely, TN 
Vondre Griffin DB 5'10" 175 Swissvale, PA 
Sam Kirkland DB é'1" 188 Chesapeake, VA 
Ishmaa’ily Kitchen OL 63" 316 Youngstown, OH 
Charles Lester OL 67" 320 Mableton, GA 
Rontez Miles S 61" 190 Swissvale, PA 
Giorgio Morgan QB 64" 200 East Pointe, GA 
Chase Morris OL 6'2" 260 Raleigh, NC 
Michael Page, Jr. OL 6'4" 285 Trotwood, OH 
Ryan Randolph WR 63" 190 Lewis Center, OH 
Aaron Robinson wR 5110" =-175 Ellenwood, GA 
Monte Simmons DE 63" 220 Swissvale, PA 
Jon Simpson TE 65" 225 Chatham, VA 
Paul Stefanik LB 61" 225 Trwin, PA 
Dwan Thornton RB 57° 175 Washington, DC 
Rashad Tukes WR 63" 181 Riverdale, GA 
Byron Tyson LB op Bh 207 Greenville, NC 
Alan Vanderlink ATH — 5'10" 185 Hiram, OH 
Dorian Wood LB 61" 224 Austell, GA 


The Golden Flashes put a heavy emphasis on linemen and 
playmakers. Tailback Andre Flowers rushed for over 6,400 yards and 
74TDs during his prep career. KSU signed four receivers in an effort 
to bolster a depleted unit. Josiah Andrews is the headliner and 
might contribute right away on special teams, while Aaron Robinson 
is a possession receiver. Alan Vanderlink is an intriguing all-purpose 
talent. Charles Laster is a mammoth offensive lineman who could 
end up being the gem in the class. Two talented defensive tackle 
prospects were added in Chris Anzevino and Ishmaa’ily Kitchen. 
Defensive end Darrius Carter is the lone junior college prospect; he 
will be expected to play right away. The headliners are defensive 
backs Vondre Griffin and Rontez Miles, brothers from Pittsburgh 
who picked KSU over Toledo, Temple, Akron and Cincinnati. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 6-6 (5-3 MAC) 

Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
A. 31 Minnesota L 0-44 =. 20,126 
S. 9 at Army L (ot)14-17. 25,123 
S. 16 at Miami (Ohio) Ww 16-14 ~— 10,486 
S. 23 at Bowling Green Ww 38-3 12,967 
S. 30 Akron Ww 37-15 =. 22,013 
0. 7 atTemple Ww 28-17 = 13,704 
0. 14. Toledo Ww 40-14 =. 20,212 
0. 28 Ohio L 7-17 —- 14,520 
N. 4 at Buffalo L 14-41 ~=—-:11,764 
N. 11 at Virginia Tech L 0-23 66,233 
N. 17 Eastern Michigan Ww 14- 6 8,147 
N. 24 at Ball State L 6-30 16,189 


2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing Att, Comp, Yds. TD Int. 
Julian Edelman 242 134 = 1,859 10 ll 
Michael Machen 23 9 99 0 1 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avy. 10 
Eugene Jarvis 185 798 4.3 3 
Julian Edelman 169 658 3.9 7 
Tony Howard 78 262 3.4 2 
Receiving Rec, Yds, Avg = 10. 
Najah Pruden 39 808 20.7 6 
Marcus Hill 19 194 10.2 1 
Eugene Jarvis 16 126 7.9 0 


‘ching. Reid Macko, 1-6 FGs, 22-25 XPs, 25 points; Nate 
Reed, 1-4 FGs, 4-5 XPs, 7 points 
Tackles: Andre Kirkland, 104; Fritz Jacques, 72 
Sachs: Kevin Hogan, 7.5 
‘niereeptions: Two players tied with 4 
Returning Players in Bold 
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t Miami, known as the Cradle of 
Coaches, a 9-14 record through 
two seasons simply isn't good 
enough. So it’s no surprise that 
there's pressure on Shane 
Montgomery to get things turned around in 
his third full season in Oxford. A year ago, 
the injury-plagued RedHawks stumbled 
through a 2-10 season that featured four 
losses (all in league play) by three points or 
less. Montgomery is hoping that better 
health will lead to improved depth and more 
consistency in the running game — 
something that will help take pressure off 
fifth-year senior quarterback Mike Kokal. 


Quarterbacks Kokal performed well last 
season under constant pressure. He finished 
second in the conference in passing and total 
offense and third on his team in rushing 
while operating an offense that typically does 
not ask the quarterback to run the ball. 
Kokal was pushed by the pressure of a 
quarterback competition that had Daniel 
Raudabaugh breathing down his neck. 
Raudabaugh is more impressive physically 
and has a stronger arm, but he doesn’t have 
Kokal’s experience. True freshman Clay 
Belton, one of the gems of the recruiting 
class, arrives in the fall with a ton of hype. 


Running Backs Brandon Murphy was 
bothered all season by an ankle injury that 
limited him to only 280 yards in nine games. 
In one game against Akron in 2005, he 
gained 184 yards en route to a 1,000-yard 
season. Returning to that level would make 
Miami’s offense more versatile. Andre 
Bratton did a commendable job helping fill 
the void, rushing for a team-high 285 yards 
on a 4.5-yard average. Senior Austin Sykes 
(2.9 ypc) will also be in the mix. 


Receivers The RedHawks lost six receivers 
from last year’s team, with the most notable 
loss being burner Ryne Robinson, who set 
school career records for catches and yards. 
As a result, the wide receiver picture is wide 
open. Dustin Woods showed _big-play 
capability as a redshirt freshman, leading 
Miami in average yards per catch (20.2) and 
scoring four touchdowns. He must recover 
from offseason shoulder surgery. True 
freshman Jamal Rogers, a high school 
sprinter from Florida, is a newcomer who 
could step right into the rotation. 


Offensive Linemen Recurring injuries to left 
tackle Charlie Norden and right guard Matt 
McKeown last season created opportunities 
for tackles Dave DiFranco and Steve Sutter 
and guard Josh Satterthwait. All five are 
back, along with Steve Meister, who's made 
23 consecutive starts at left guard. Meister 
has been shifted over to center to replace 


Ath 


undersized Steve Kosky, who started all 12 
games last season as a senior. DiFranco takes 
over for Meister, and Sutter moves into the 
starting lineup at right tackle. 


Defensive Linemen Starting tackles Otto 
Linwood and Seth Painter and end Tranaine 
Sills all decided to not return as fifth-year 
seniors. That leaves Miami a little thin up 
front. Senior end Craig Mester is a returning 
starter. Junior Joe Coniglio should step in for 
Sills after making eight starts and leading the 
team with five sacks last season. Ben Huddle, 
a fourth-year junior with limited experience 
in part due to injury problems, and Mark 
Paun are the projected starting tackles. 
carries during an injury- 
while gaining 1,070 yards. Murphy’s injury 


NUMBERS GAME 
plagued 2006 season. In 2005, 
problems crippled Miami’s running game. 


8 1 Brandon Murphy had only 81 
he carried the ball 226 times 


Linebackers Joey Hudson was Miami's top 
performer in his first season as the starter in 
the middle. He led the team with 97 tackles 
and tied for the conference lead and ranked 
third nationally among linebackers with five 
interceptions. Outside linebacker Clayton 
Mullins was second on the team with 91 
tackles as a sophomore, leaving the 
RedHawks with just the other outside spot to 
fill. That should go to sophomore Caleb 
Bostic, who played in 11 games last season. 


Defensive Backs Graduated free safety Joey 
Card was Miami's only first-team all- 
conference defensive selection. Jordan 
Gafford showed big-play capabilities as Card’s 
backup. Junior strong safety Robbie Wilson 
ranks third among returning RedHawks with 
59 tackles, and fifth-year senior Jerrid Gaines 
returns for his second season as one starting 
cornerback after racking up 49 tackles and 
two interceptions last season. Sophomores 
Wendell Brunson and Jeff Thompson will 
battle for the other cornerback spot. Brunson 
made one start last season. 


Specialists The record-setting Robinson isn’t 
around to terrorize opposing punt teams any 
more. Thompson, the likely replacement, has 
no experience. The RedHawks, however, are 
set in the kicking department — Trevor 
Cook made 10-of-13 field goals as a true 
freshman, and Jacob Richardson averaged 
41.1 yards per punt. Miami’s main concern 
is how sophomore long-snapper Chase 
Collins will perform in place of dependable 
four-year starter Dave McClain. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE REDHAWKS 


Miami won two games last fall, the 
school’s fewest since a 2-8-1 record in 
1989. There’s talent on the roster, but 
this team might have a few too many 
issues — inexperience at wide receiver 
and defensive line, for example — to be 
a serious contender in the MAC East. The 
offense will be more balanced if the 
offensive line, which allowed 49 sacks 
last season, and tailback Brandon 
Murphy can remain healthy. Quarterback 
Mike Kokal will be breaking in an almost 
entirely new corps of wide receivers, 
putting even more pressure on the 
running game. Concerns about last year’s 
youthful defense proved somewhat 
justified as the RedHawks struggled 
against the run. Replacing three of the 
four projected starting linemen will prove 
difficult this season. Linebackers Joey 
Hudson and Clayton Mullins will need to 
make more plays this year than last, 
when they led the team in tackles. 
Miami’s schedule includes three teams 
that played in bowl games last season, 
including long-time local rival Cincinnati 
at home and conference rival Ohio in the 
season finale on the road, along with a 
home game against Syracuse of the Big 
East and visits to Colorado of the Big 12 
and Vanderbilt of the SEC. Miami will 
miss the MAC’s three other bowl teams. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


at Ball State 
at Minnesota 
Cincinnati 
at Colorado 
Syracuse 
at Kent State 
Bowling Green 
at Temple 
). 27__ at Vanderbilt 
N. 3 Buffalo 
N.14 Akron 

N. 24 at Ohio — 


> 
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*Games in bold represent games crucial ta the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


Miami SID 


2007 MIAMI ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 
17 Decker, Kyle QB 63" «27 our Granville, OH 
3 Kokal, Mike QB 62 213) Sr Warren, OH 
15 Miller, Brent QB 63° 216 So. Columbus, OH 
8 Mustard, Craig QB 62" 208 = So. Mason, OH 
12 Raudabaugh, Daniel QB 64" «(216 = So. Coppell, TX 

Hometown 
25 Bowen, Paul RB 60" 216 ~~ «Fr. Liberty T’nship, OH 
22 Bratton, Andre RB S'1l" 185 So. Woodbridge, VA 
43 Calhoun, Jimmy RB 60" (215) dt Middletown, OH 
39 DeBartolo, Nick FB O61" 245) dr. Pittsburgh, PA 
31 Jones, Cory RB 510" 199 Sr. Ocean Springs, MS 
45 Mahon, Nate FB 6" 242_~—s So. Hamilton, OH 
16 Miller, Jamel RB S11" 197s Fr. Tallmadge, OH 
24 Murphy, Brandon RB OS" 177) Sr. Strongsville, OH 
29 Sykes, Austin RB 60" 245 Sr Coraoplis, PA 
Receivers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
85 Anderson, Mitchell WR 63" #180) Fr Canton, OH 
8 Coombs, Brayden WR 61" 195 So. Cincinnati, OH 
80 Crabtree, Tom TE 8S) (235 de Carroll, OH 
14 Elliott, Jared WR 65" 233) Je Franklin, TN 
2 Harris III, Eugene WR S10" 181s Fr. Atlanta, GA 
89 Hohl, Mike TE 63" 237 So. New Carlisle, OH 
23 LaMonica, Pat WR 58" 184 dr Dublin, OH 
89 Liguzinski, Matt wR 63" 202 Fr Cincinnati, OH 
18 McVay, Sean WR 510" 185 ip. Marietta, GA 
83 O'Connell, Jake TE G64" 252) db Naples, FL 
86 Potter, Donovan WR 62" 190 Fr Trotwood, OH 
11 Robinson, Armand WR 61" 200 Fr. Reynoldsburg, OH 
87 Shepard, Pat Te 64" 229) dr Pittsburgh, PA 
88 Woods, Dustin WR 511" 190 So. Cincinnati, OH 
Offensive Linemen HT Hometown 
63 Armagno, Mike OU, 82 298) Fr Cleveland, OH 
71 Cartwright, Heath T 66" 303 So. Westville, IN 
68 DiFranco, Dave G 83h 3303; ot LaGrange, OH 
75 Gulley, Bob G 64 295 Fr Berea, OH 
61 Lovas, Kyle C2. 291. Wr, Westerville, OH 
78 Marshall, Zachary Te G7" 5325) 350, Mason, OH 
50 McKeown, Matt G 64 271 dt Cincinnati, OH 
72 Meister, Steve G62 6200) isk Allison Park, PA 
76 Norden, Charlie T 66" 300 Sr Dublin, OH 
78 S. Marshall, Zachary Ty 69% §323' “Sa: Mason, OH 
52 Satterthwait, Josh G 64" 302 dr Roswell, GA 
55 Sutter, Steve T 66° 278 Jt Saint Henry, OH 
73 Walters, Pete OL 66° 315 Sr Columbus, OH 
70 Williams, Nate OL 65" 298 Fr Parma, OH 
93 Channels, Martin OT 60" 335 So. Xenia, OH 
56 Collins, Kyle DL 62 224 Fr Zanesville, OH 
51 Coniglio, Joe OF 62 249 Ut Rockford, IL 
99 Craven, Travis DE 64 260 So. Ft. Wayne, IN 
94 Huddle, Ben OT 64 277) Ue Columbus, OH 
58 Mester, Craig DE 6" 262 Sr Grand Rapids, MI 
98 Paun, Mark OT 63" 272 So. — Strongsville, OH 
84 Redwine, Sean DL 64" 275) Fr Reading, OH 
21 Stevens, Jordan DE 64" 262 Fr. Monroeville, PA 
65 Stewart, Alex OT 62" 279 Fr. Westerville, OH 
95 Svabik, DJ. DL 66" 246 Fr. Van Wert, OH 
67 Witkowski, Kevin Die 638 251 Fr Naperville, IL 
Linebackers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
44 Bostic, Caleb OLB 63" 222 So. Galloway, OH 
36 Britt, David LB 62" 196 = So. Lone Tree, CO 
96 Case, James LB O62", 244s rk. Acworth, GA 
45 Goatley, Brad LB. G25 5238'" So Maumee, OH 
32 Hardy, Donnie OLB 61" 196 Fr. Stone Mountain, GA 
48 Hudson, Joey MLB 62" 230 Jr Piqua, OH 
47 Korto, Dexter OLB 62" 223 Fr Germantown, MD 
36 Lambrechts, Mark 1B 61" 207) Fr St. Louis, MO 
30 Mann, Mickey LB 6" 225) uk. Amherst, OH 
9 Mullins, Clayton OLB 62" 231 ub Fairborn, OH 
46 Robinson, Rion \B 5110" 220 = So. Dayton, OH 
20 Shula, Chris MLB Sill" 226 dt Cooper City, FL 
23. Bennett, Ben DB 5'11" 193 ‘Fr. Capitol Heights, MD 
26 Brunson, Wendell CB OSI" 180 = So. Ft. Pierce, FL 
28 Edwards, Peris BS 6 i Toledo, OH 
13 Gafford, Jordan FS 60" -202_—Ss So. Columbus, OH 
33. Gaines, Jerrid CB. OSM" 192 &. Springfield, OH 
15 Gibson, Jason ss 61" 203 So. Miami, FL 
34 Nande, Tersee DB 62" 218 Sr Grand Rapids, MI 
18 Palascak, Brian DB 61" 213) Jr Chicago, IL 
16 Roland, Bryan DB S10" 191 ut. Detroit, MI 
30 Stephens, Brandon DB OS'10" 178 «FF. Strongsville, OH 
3 Thompson, Jeff CB 5110" 185. So. Worthington, OH 
6 Wilson, Robbie ss 60° 210 ut Cincinnati, OH 
Specialists POS HI WT CL Hometown 
60 Collins, Chase LS 62 235 So. Germantown, OH 
19 Cook, Trevor K 62 184 So. Sioux Falls, SD 
95 DiCesare, Chris P 62" 219 So. St. Clairsville, OH 
35 Parseghian, Nathan K 62 19 Jr Sylvania, OH 
4 Richardson, Jacob P 62" 201) ur. Oxford,OH 
62 Rummler, Mike tS 62 208 Fr. Cincinnati, OH 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (7) 

Pos. No. Name Class 
WR 88 Dustin Woods So. 
WR 18 Sean McVay Jr. 
WR 11 Armand Robinson Fr. 
tT 76 Charlie Norden Sr. 
LG 68 Dave DiFranco Jr 
Cc 72 Steve Meister Sr. 
RG 50 Matt McKeown Jr 
RT 55 Steve Sutter Jr. 
TE 80 Tom Crabtree Jr 
QB 3. Mike Kokal Sr. 
TB 24 ~~ Brandon Murphy Sr. 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos. No. Name 

WR Eugene Harris III 
Donovan Potter 
Pat Lamonica 
Heath Cartwright 
Bob Gulley 
Kyle Lovas 
Josh Satterthwait 
Zachary Marshall 
Jake O’Connell 
Daniel Raudabaugh 
Andre Bratton 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (6) 


Pos. No. Name Class 
DE 51 Joe Coniglio Jr 
OT Ben Huddle Jr. 
OT Mark Paun So. 
DE Craig Mester Sr. 
Clayton Mullins Jr. 
Joey Hudson Jr 
Caleb Bostic So. 
cB Jerrid Gaines Sr 
cB Wendell Brunson 
Ss Robbie Wilson Jr 
FS Jordan Gafford So. 


Pos. . Name 

DE Jordan Stevens 

DT Martin Channels 

OT Alex Stewart 

DE Travis Craven 
Dexter Korto 
Chris Shula 
Donnie Hardy 
Jeff Thompson 
Brandon Stephens 
Jason Gibson 
Peris Edwards 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


. No, Name 
19 ‘Trevor Cook So. 
Jacob Richardson Jr. 
Dustin Woods So. 
Jeff Thompson So. 
Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Shane Montgomery 
Record at School: 9-14 (2 years) 
Career Record: 9-14 (2 years) 

Offensive Coordinator: Shane Montgomery 
Defensive Coordinator: Jay Hood 
Oxford, Ohio 

Yager Stadium (24,286) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Michael Baker LB S60" = 201 St. Louis, MO 
Clay Belton QB 66" =. 220 Dayton, OH 
Fitz Bobo WR 64" = =195 Duquesne, PA 
Brandon Brooks OL 64" 290 Milwaukee, WI 
Jordain Brown DL 60" 280 Chicago, IL 
Kendrick Bruton TE: | 16ST? 2235 Miamisburg, OH 
Morris Council DLL} 6S | «230 Decatur, GA 
David Davis iB S63"—s- 200 Decatur, GA 
DeAndre Gilmore DB 6" 194 St. Louis, MO 
Chris Givens WR 6'2" 180 Chillicothe, OH 
Matt Kajmowicz DL 64" «232 Hinsdale, IL 
Alex Kaufman LB: 6125) wets Cincinnati, OH 
Ryan Kennedy Le PA iS Libertyville, IL 
Anthony Kokal DB S'10" +171 Warren, OH 
Kevin Koncelik OL 63" 285 Seven Hills, OH 
Mike Madsen OL LOSt e280 Boardman, OH 
Thomas MerriweatherRB  5'10" 190 Florissant, MO 
Rob Reiland TE GR 6 225 Canton, OH 
Jamal Rogers WR S'‘ll" 170 Ft. Myers, FL 
Ken Staudinger Ol. 65" 245 Canton, OH 
Cornelius Ward CB 6'l". 170 _‘~Ft. Washington, MD 
Jerrell Wedge LB = 510". 205 -Upper Marlboro, MD 
Jonathan Wells CBP St ys Hubbard, OH 


Even before he signed, there were predictions that quarterback 
Clay Belton would take over as Miami’s starter this season. Many 
based their outlooks on Belton’s frame, which reminded them of 
RedHawk record-holder Ben Roethlisberger. More likely to make 
an immediate impact are offensive linemen Brandon Brooks and 
Kevin Koncelik. Wisconsin, Boston College and Minnesota were 
reported to be among the schools seeking Brooks, a Milwaukee 
native. Koncelik comes out of a perennial big-school state- 
championship contender in Cleveland St. Ignatius. Lack of depth at 
wide receiver could give Jamal Rogers a chance to step in right 
away. The speedster is almost a clone of 5'10", 175-pound Ryne 
Robinson, who also played as a true freshman and set the 
program’s career catches and reception yardage records, as well 
as conference records for punt return yardage and touchdowns. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 2-10 (2-6 MAC) 


Date Opponent Results Score Att. 
A. 31 Northwestern L 3-21 20,476 
S. 9 at Purdue (ot) L 31-38 53,668 
S. 16 Kent State L 14-16 10,486 
S. 23 at Syracuse L 14-34 35,274 
S. 30 at Cincinnati L 10-24 = 21,248 
0. 8 Northern Illinois L 25-28 12,197 
0. 14 at Buffalo W 38-31 13,699 
0. 21 at Akron L 13-24 = 17,721 
0. 28 Ball State L 17-20 =—-17,134 
N. 4 atWestern Michigan L 24-27 = 12,822 
N. 15 at Bowling Green Ww 9-7 25,616 

Ohio L 24-34 15,926 


2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing Att. Comp. Yds. TO Int. 
Mike Kokal 355 208 2,419 14 8 
Daniel Raudabaugh 60 31 291 1 3 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. 0 
Andre Bratton 63 285 45 4 
Brandon Murphy 81 280 3.5 1 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. 10 
Ryne Robinson 91 «1,178 12.9 8 
Dustin Woods 25 506 20.2 4 
Sean McVay 20 198 9.9 0 


Kicking: Trevor Cook, 10-13 FGs, 17-18 XPs, 47 points 
Tackles: Joey Hudson, 97; Clayton Mullins, 91 

Sacks: Joe Coniglio, 5 

Interceptions: Joey Hudson, 5 


Returning Players in Bold 


he Ohio program moved to the top 
of the MAC East last year due in 
large part to its defense, which was 
one of the most improved in the 
nation, allowing less than 20 points 
per game. If that trend continues, the 
Bobcats will be able to compete for the East 
crown again. They have the league’s best 
ballcarrier in tailback Kalvin McRae, the 
kind of player that any coach would want to 
build his offense around. The pieces around 
McRae are adequate, provided junior college 
quarterback Theo Scott or senior Brad 
Bower emerges as a threat to stretch the field 
in the passing game and tuck it and run with 
success when the option presents itself. 


Quarterbacks The Bobcats must continue 
the improvement they showed in the passing 
game in 2006 to take some pressure off 
McRae. The uncertainty at this position was 
obvious when Ohio went shopping for a top- 
notch junior college signal-caller. There was 
no clear-cut starter in spring ball, but Bower 
and Scott look like the first two options. 
Bower, who transferred to Ohio from Illinois 
and played last season, is more familiar with 
the offense, while Scott is a better run-pass 
combination threat. 


Running Backs The surest thing on the roster 
is the tailback position, where McRae seems 
destined for another banner season. The 
Decatur, Ga., product is a two-time first- 
team All-MAC selection and only the second 
Bobcat ever to rush for 1,000 yards in 
consecutive seasons. McRae rushed for 1,252 
yards and 15 touchdowns last year, and he 
led the team with 29 receptions. Sophomore 
Mitch Morsillo returns at fullback, where his 
primary role is opening holes in the defense 
for McRae to slip through. Senior Josh 
Abrams is on hand for those rare cases when 
McRae needs a break. 


Receivers The Bobcats are hoping the mix of 
experience and youth works, since they have 
two seniors and a pair of sophomores who 
saw significant playing time last season. 
Senior Justin Fitzgerald has played in 30 
games and has 37 receptions in this 
historically run-based offense. Sophomore 
Chris Garrett was the MAC’s top punt 
returner a year ago, and there will be a 
concerted effort to get the ball in his hands 
more often. Senior Chido Nwokocha was the 
top possession receiver last year with 10 
receptions for first downs. 


Offensive Linemen The line was a strength of 
the offense last year, allowing only 20 sacks 
and paving the way for a 1,000-yard rusher. 
But there are some losses that must be 
addressed, most notably tackle Matt 
Coppage, an All-MAC pick. Senior Matt 
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2nd 


Miller has been solid at right guard the last 
three seasons and has 30 starts on his resume. 
Seniors Paul Johnson and David Shelby also 
have quality experience. Shelby started each 
of Ohio's 14 games at right tackle last season, 
while Johnson has 10 starts at guard over the 
last two years. 


Defensive Linemen Ohio expects its 
front four to be a strong point this 
season, since three of four starters 
return, including a pair of AllLMAC 
players. Senior tackle Landon Cohen and 
junior end Jameson Hartke are the primary 
playmakers. Cohen has not missed a game in 
three seasons, while Hartke was in on 13 
stops behind the line last year and had 7.5 
sacks. Senior Brett Sykes slides into the nose 
guard spot. Sophomore Ernie Hodge was 
good enough to start 11 games at end as a 
freshman. 


NUMBERS GAME 


Kalvin McRae became the 
first Bobcat in 30 years to 
post back-to-back 1,000- 
yard seasons. 
Linebackers Ohio's biggest challenge will be 
finding replacements for its trio of starting 
linebackers. The group of reserves moving 
into primary roles includes juniors Michael 
Brown, Jordan Meyers and Chris Hall, a 
former defensive back. Senior ‘Taj Henley is 
the most experienced player of the group, 


with 33 games to his credit. Lee Renfro and 
Stafford Gatling provide depth. 


Defensive Backs There is enough talent 
among the starters to field a solid unit, but 
depth is a real issue at cornerback. Junior 
Mark Parson was one of the best in the MAC 
last year in defending the pass from his 
corner position, and sophomore Idris 
Lawrence should man the other side. At 
safety, the Bobcats have a wealth of depth, 
led by veterans Todd Koenig and Michael 
Mitchell, who were both among the top six 
tacklers on the team last season. Mitchell is 
the leading returning tackler. 


Specialists Transfer Michael Braunstein 
comes from Washington with a year of 
eligibility and a rock-solid resume. He gives 
Ohio a proven kicker who has performed 
under fire. Redshirt freshman Matt Schulte 
should take over the punting chores, unless 
incoming freshman Robert Hightower wins 
the job. Garrett averaged 14.5 yards per punt 
return and 25 yards per kickoff return last 
season. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BOBCATS 


Ohio has spent the past several years 
trying to fast-track its evolution from a 
run first, second and third option attack 
into a more balanced offense that is 
more in line with the rest of the MAC. 
That metamorphosis will be challenged 
this year, since the quarterback position 
is lacking in experience. The top 
candidate to take over is senior Brad 
Bower, who began his career at Illinois, 
though junior college transfer Theo Scott, 
who participated in spring drills, will get 
a long look. While the quarterback 
position is important, this offense will be 
led by All-MAC running back Kalvin 
McRae, who will be aiming for his third 
straight 1,000-yard season. With McRae 
doing his thing behind a veteran 
offensive line, the coaching staff won’t 
ask the quarterback to do too much this 
fall. The Ohio defense, one of the most 
improved in the nation last season, 
needs to maintain its high level of play. 
The big issue is at linebacker, which will 
feature three new starters. Frank Solich 
turned Ohio into a winner in only his 
second season in Athens, guiding the 
Bobcats to the East Division title. 
Repeating will be difficult, but Ohio 
should once again be one of the better 
teams in the league this fall. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


Gardner-Webb 

at UL Lafayette 

at Virginia Tech 

Wyoming 

Kent State 

at Buffalo 

Eastern Michigan 

at Toledo 

at Bowling Green 
Temple _ 

at Akron 

Miami (Ohio) 
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*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


Scott Gardner 


2007 OHIO ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 
14 Bower, Brad QB 62 2b St Burr Ridge, IL 
7 Febus, Josh QB 62 ll So, Dublin, OH 
10 Jones, Brandon QB 6t 86190 So. Marietta, GA 
18 Schlichter, Miles QB 6 2B Fr Greenfield, OH 
3. Scott, Theo QB 6r 197 So. Long Beach, CA 
Running Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
31 Abrams, Josh Te 60 86197 Se. Dunwoody, GA 
5 McRae, Kalvin Tj] 852" 6208 Sr. Decatur, GA 
39 Morsillo, Mitch FB 6Y 243 So, Moon, PA 
25 Scipio, Joel RB OS" 223 So. Hilliard, OH 
Walser, Aaron FB én 233 Fr Somerset, OH 

40 White, Jayson i 2 ee <) Se 4 Erie, PA 
Receivers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
37 Brand, Jason wR 5% 199 Fr Springfield, VA 
34 Caldwell, Nathan TE 6s" Bl Fr Pittsburgh, PA 
89 Carr, Kody TE 6s 199 Fr Dublin, OH 
84 Carter, David Te =86S" «2460 ode Waynesboro, PA 
86 Fitzgerald, Justin WR 63" 198 Sr. Richmond, VA 
28 Garrett, Chris WR S58" 174 So. Bristow, VA 
16 Huffman, Tyler WR Sil" U5 de New Lexington, OH 
18 Kerns, Ryan WR 65" 200 Fr. Springboro, OH 
87 Lawson, Matt WR 60° = 187 Je. Dayton, OH 
ll McCrae, Terrence WR 63" 203 Fr, Vanderbilt, PA 
McHale, Eddie WR 62° 176 Fr, Cincinnati, OH 

80 Mercer, Robert WR 65" 197 Fr Cleveland, OH 
16 Mooney, Andrew TE 63" B33. dn Lubbock, TX 
17 Nwokocha, Chido wR 60° 186 Sr. Elk Grove, CA 
38 Olsheski, Adam TE 62 229 So. Hilliard, OH 
85 Peterson, Brandon wR 510" 197 So. Gaithersburg, MD 
15 Preston, Robert WR 61" = 186 Sr Columbus, OH 
23 Price, Taylor WR 61" 184 So. Hilliard, OH 
Hometown 

51 Black, Jacob Oo 65" 274 Fr Wash. Ct. House, OH 
60 Bunner, Cole O 6S. “S15: hk Omaha, NE 
76 Eynon, Mike G 63° 289) Ue. Westlake, OH 
65  Ferrainolo, Dathan OL 63" 300 So. E, Liverpool, OH 
68 Fosnaugh, Shawn T és" ah So. Lancaster, OH 
77 Johnson, Paul 6 6238 Se Vienna, WY 
74 Leuck, Josh T 63" 289 Jr. Omaha, NE 
79 Miller, Matt 6 63" 312 Sc Mechanicsville, VA 
61 Philibin, Michael OL 64a = 302 So. Poland, OH 
64 Pisano, Brady OL 6s 283 de Westerville, OH 
72 Raven, Andrew OL 63" =. 270 Fr. Highland Park, IL 
57 Rodgers, Chris T 65" 289 So, Phoenix, AZ 
73. Schussler, Gary G 63° 286 So Chardon, OH 
52. Shelby, David T 64 =. 296 St New Albany, OH 
66 Stuck, Tommy c 61 286 se Lancaster, OH 
58 White, David Ls ea ee! Chardon, OH 
Hometown 

Chapman, Keenan DE + 62/9224 she Richwood, OH 

55 Cohen, Landon OT 63" 274 St. Spartanburg, SC 
9) Goff, Alan OT 64" «= 266 Sr. Escondido, CA 
90 Hartke, Jameson DE 64 262 Ut Centerville, OH 
95 Hodge, Ernie DE 62" a7 So. Dublin, VA 
97 Kenkel, Eric DE 63" (54 de. Cincinnti, OH 
54 Luchsinger, Kris DE 64" 250 So. Dublin, OH 
63 Meckstroth, Evan DE 62 BN Fr, Cincinnati, OH 
60 Notestine, Dak DE 63" 236 Fr, Bellefontaine, OH 
67 Oxley, Ad. NG 64" «280 Fr, Pickerington, OH 
75 Reese, Pete OT 64" = 280s“ Toledo, OH 
98 Reilly, Conor DE 63" 247 So. Hudson, OH 
70 Ritter, Matt DE 62" 28 Jt. Cincinnati, OH 
94 Sykes, Brett NG 62! 273 Sr. Eastlake, OH 
Trouten, Alex NG 60" = 264 Fr Strongsville, OH 

96 Williamson, Jacob NG 64" (283 Jr. Ackworth, GA 
62. Williamson, Marcellis NG 62" = 339 Fr. Warrensville Hts., OH 
1 Hometown 

28 Ballard, Josh 1B HOS* 215 hr Springboro, OH 
35 Brown, Michael 1B, 65 “250 or Cincinnati, OH 
44 Clemens, Chad LB STAT 2 Re Dayton, OH 
Ejike, Errik LB 60 =. 203 dr. Tyler, TX 

36 Gatling, Statford iB 64 = 219 Fr. Burlington, NC 
19 Hall, Chris \B 6 = 221 ue. Louisville, KY 
56 Henley, Taj WB 6r = 232 Sr. Richmond, VA 
51 Kirkland, Clevon (B62 243 So. Cleveland, OH 
Lasure, Joshua LB 63" 240 So. Zanesville, OH 

48 Meyers, Jordan iB 60 = 220 Je Harrison, OH 
Moore, Kendale B 60" 224 Je Columbus, OH 

32 Renfro, Lee LB 510° «217 So. Burnside, KY 
33 Robbins, Kyle iB 62 2 Fr North Canton, OH 
Robinson, Anton b.. CU 25. Fe Gahanna, OH 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
22 Ballard, Shannon CB COS‘L1" «184 Fr, Miami, FL 
14 Elmore, Ian S 6 193 Fr, Groveport, OH 
25° Endicott, Kyle S 6o =: 198 Fr. Olentangy, OH 
46 Fletcher, Anderson s 60" =: 1% Fr, Toledo, OH 
29° Fletcher, Donovan S 60 =—s_«:186 Fr, Youngstown, OH 
7 Jackson, Ervin Ss 60" 192 Sr Kiln, MS 
42 Jackson, Steven FS 62197 So. Austin, TX 
13 Jereb, Neil S 510" 186 dt Westlake, OH 
8 Koenig, Todd FS 62214 Sr. Nanty-Glo, PA 
4 Lawrence, Idris CB 58" 170 So, Columbus, OH 
34 Mitchell, Michael SET dE 1 ee Ft, Thomas, KY 
24 Parson, Mark cB 510° 188 de Richmond, VA 
9 Posey, Julian cB StLM" 183 Fr. Gincinnati, OH 
30. Tatum, Dustin ce Sn’ 170. Lafayette, LA 
12 Turner, Thad cB 67 165 So. Marietta, GA 
6 Ward, Tony S si" 198 Sr. Beaumont, TX 
Zakowski, Matt Ss 6r 199 Fr. Marietta, OH 
Specialists POS HT WT CL Hometown 
Braunstein, Michael K se" 198 Sr. Gilbert, AZ 
Mathias, Tim is 6y =. 220 Fr Bremen, OH 

43° Schulte, Matt PK 860°) «17 Fr Cincinnati, OH 
49 Senser, Ryan 1S: 163% 4227") Sr Westerville, OH 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (5) 


WR 28 Chris Garrett 
Chido Nwokocha 
Andrew Mooney 
Josh Leuck 

Paul Johnson 
Tommy Stuck 
Matt Miller 
David Shelby 
Brad Bower 
Mitch Morsillo 
Kalvin McRae 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Justin Fitzgerald 
Taylor Price 
David Carter 
Chris Rodgers 
Mike Eynon 
David White 
Gary Schussler 
Shawn Fosnaugh 
Theo Scott 
Jayson White 
Josh Abrams 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (5) 


DE 95 
DT 55 
NG 94 
DE 90 
WLB 48 
MLB 56 
SLB 35 
CB O24 
CB 4 
SS 34 
F508 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Ernie Hodge 
Landon Cohen 
Brett Sykes 
Jameson Hartke 
Jordan Meyers 
Taj Henley 
Michael Brown 
Mark Parson 
Idris Lawrence 
Michael Mitchell 
Todd Koenig 


Eric Kenkel 
Alan Goff 
Jacob Williamson 
Conor Reilly 
Lee Renfro 
Stafford Gatling 
Chris Hall 

Thad Turner 
Julian Posey 
Ervin Jackson 
Steven Jackson 


SPECIALISTS 


Michael Braunstein Sr. 
Matt Schulte Fr. 
Chris Garrett So. 
Chris Garrett So. 
Returning Starters in Bold 


Head Coach: Frank Solich 
Record at School: 13-12 (2 years) 
Career Record: 71-31 (8 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Tim Albin 
Defensive Coordinator: Jimmy Burrow 
Athens, Ohio 

Peden Stadium (24,000) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Michael Braunstein K 56" 198 
LaVon Brazill WR 5'10" 172 
Zac Clark TE,” 163") » 236 
Vince Davidson RB S'11" 190 
Riley Dunlop WR 61" ~=169 
Jay Edwards 1B S610" =: 195 
Errik Ejike LB 6'2") 205 
Joe Flading OL 64" 241 
John Flowers DU e637." 255 
Billy Gonzales Ch: SUD | 167 
Donte Harden RB S'1l"— 180 
Robert Hightower RB S‘11" 190 
Kenny Jackson CB SOS'8"=—s:«148 
Noah Keller CE PoE Pce8 
Jeff King DUP on 277 
Dustin Laudermilch OL 6'3" 317 
Curtis Meyers DE 62" 243 
Marcus O’Hara DY 66r) ~310 
Kadre Pinder DL 63" 283 
Theo Scott QB 61" = 187 
Chris Spegal OL 66" = 294 
A.J. Strum OLS o's" "S992 
Brian Sweeney QB 62" 192 


Gilbert, AZ 
Lantana, FL 
Grove City, OH 
Dayton, Nd 
Liberty Township, OH 
Nelsonville, OH 
Tyler, Texas 
Cincinnati, OH 
Lancaster, OH 
Bonney Lake, WA 
Erie, PA 
Youngstown, OH 
Youngstown, OH 
Kearney, NE 
Cincinnati, OH 
Morgantown, WV 
Harrison, OH 
Hubbard, OH 
Miramar, FL 
Long Beach, CA 
Bethel Park, PA 
Delmont, PA 
Beaver Falls, PA 


The coaching staff expects quarterback Theo Scott, a transfer 
from Los Angeles Southwest College, to challenge for the starting 
assignment. Scott is an excellent runner with a strong arm who 
could be a perfect fit in the Bobcat offense. Errik Ejike, another 
junior college transfer, will have an opportunity to play right away as 
well; the Bobcats must replace all three backers. Two of the highest- 
rated players in the class aren’t likely to see the field this season — 
offensive linemen Dustin Laudermilch and A.J. Strum. Running back 
Robert Hightower originally signed with Ohio in 2006 but was forced 
to spend a year at Milford (N.Y.) Academy. He is back in the fold. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 9-5 (7-1 MAC) 

Date Opponent 

2  Tennessee-Martin 

9 at Northern Illinois 

16 at Rutgers 

23 at Missouri 

30 Bowling Green 

7 Western Michigan 

14 at Illinois 

Buffalo 

28 at Kent State 

4 at Eastern Michigan 

16 Akron 

24 at Miami (Ohio) 

30 Central Michigan 

7 #Southern Miss 
#GMAC Bowl 
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Result 
Ww 


W 
L 
[ 
L 

W 

W 

W 

W 

W 

W 

W 
L 
L 


Score 
29- 3 
35-23 
7-24 
6-31 
9-21 
27-20 
20-17 
42-7 
17-7 
16-10 
17-7 
34-24 
10-31 
7-28 


2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing Att. 
Austen Everson 253 
Brad Bower 72 
Rushing Att. 
Kalvin McRae 258 
Austen Everson 104 
Receiving Rec. 
Kalvin McRae 29 
Scott Mayle 28 
William Norwood 24 
Rudy Sylvan 23 


Comp. 
137 
41 
Yds. 
1,252 
357 
Yds. 
280 
411 
265 
208 


Yds, 
1,356 
426 
Avg. 
49 


9.0 


Att. 
15,010 
19,341 
41,102 
50,098 
18,546 
15,026 
34,328 
19,409 
14,520 
17,049 
15,631 
15,926 
25,483 
38,751 


GBSrus 
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Kicking: Matt Lasher, 13-18 FGs, 29-32 XPs, 68 points 
Tackles: Tyler Russ, 93; Matt Muncy, 87 


Sacks: Jameson Hartke, 7.5 
Interceptions: Tu. Wright, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


starting from somewhere below sea 

level a year ago. His Owls will still be 

one of the youngest teams in the 
nation this season. The good news is, with 
virtually no seniors on the roster, he'll be 
able to work with this group for two years, 
which doesn't happen too often anymore. 

Now, it’s mostly a matter of how quickly 
these youngsters can grow up. Golden 
believes there’s enough talent in place to 
make a difference at some point. Hopefully 
sooner than later. 

The schedule is less grueling, which never 
hurts. The Owls won once last year, which 
was still one more than they won in 2005. 
And they at least had a chance in one or two 
others. This is their debut in the MAC, after 
playing two seasons as an independent, 
which was nothing short of brutal. 


irst-year coach Al Golden, the former 
Virginia defensive coordinator, was 


Quarterbacks Junior Adam DiMichele had 
his moments last season, both ways. He’s an 
athlete and, at times, showed he’s a pretty 
decent leader. Against six MAC opponents, 
he was particularly effective. But Vaughn 
Charlton, who started three times as a true 
freshman, nudged ahead of DiMichele 
during the spring and might be a better fit 
for the job physically. Colin Clancy, who 
redshirted last season after seeing action as a 
true freshman in 2005, might also play. 


Running Backs Tim Brown did most of the 
damage last season. But he’s used up his 
eligibility, so someone else is going to have to 
step up. ‘Two new faces who could fill the 
void are Marcellous Grigsby, a mid-year 
junior college transfer, and freshman Kee- 
Ayre Griffin, who was actually supposed to 
arrive a year ago. Among the holdovers, 
sophomore Jason Harper played in every 
game last season and remains atop the depth 
chart. And Josh Bundy, the only three-year 


letterwinner on the roster, returns at fullback. 


Receivers Former walk-on Bruce Francis led 
the team in receiving yards, catching 32 
passes for 484 yards and four touchdowns. 
Dy’Onne Crudup holds the other starting 
spot coming out of spring drills. Domerio 
Hamilton has potential. Travis Shelton is a 
true gamebreaker who would be the nation’s 
returning all-purpose yardage leader (196 per 
contest) had he played in enough games last 
year. The junior did most of his damage on 
returns, but the Owls would be wise to get 
the ball in his hands more frequently on 
offense as well. 


Offensive Lineman Alex Derenthal was the 
first sophomore and the first center in 
program history to win the Owl Award as 
team MVP. He played every snap and graded 
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6th 


at 90 percent or better in every game. Devin 
Tyler also started 12 times at left tackle last 
year, and should be more effective after 
adding 30 pounds to his 6'7" frame, 
although he fell behind Jabari Ferguson on 
the depth chart. There should be a bunch of 
competition at the other spots. Whoever 
emerges, depth shouldn't be a problem — for 
a change. 


NUMBERS GAME 

Last season, coach Al Golden 
? ? as Golden says, if “outcomes 
do not change,” they may be 


used 22 true freshmen. And, 
using that many again this year. 


Defensive Linemen The Owls, who have 
eight starters back on this side of the ball and 
19 guys who played, will switch to a 4-3. 
Which makes sense, since the line appears to 
be the strength of the unit. Leyon Azubuike 
is the starter at one end. Morris Blueford and 
returning starter Junior Galette should duke 
it out on the other side. On the inside, Philip 
Simpson, Terrance Knighton and Andre 
Neblett are doing likewise. Yet everywhere 
you look there should be competition. It may 
even get serious. 


Linebackers Sophomore Alex Joseph played 
well as a reserve, and looks like the guy who'll 
man the weak side. Syracuse transfer Lamar 
McPherson, a native of Philadelphia, played 
running back and safety last year. Now, he’s 
been moved to the strong side. Another 
Philly native, Omar McDonnaugh-Hales, 
mans the middle. Wallace Bates, a highly- 
touted mid-year arrival from the junior 
college ranks who originally signed with 
Oregon State, provides depth. 


Defensive Backs Historically, this has not 
been an area that’s served the Owls well. But 
that could be changing, now that Philly’s own 
Daryl Robinson, one of the top prospects in 
the country, is on campus. For now, he’s 
behind Tommie Williams, Anthony Ferla, 
Evan Cooper and Jamal Schulters at 
cornerback. Schulters, a junior college 
transfer, was headed to Kansas State before 
enrolling at Temple. Four players with 
experience will butt heads at safety. 


Specialists When you can start with Shelton, 
good things are definitely possible. On the 
whole, though, the kicking game is usually a 
struggle. Navy transfer Jake Brownell 
handled the punting and field goal chores, 
but the jobs are not necessarily his just for 
showing up again. For whatever it’s worth, 
Golden has taken over these teams. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE OWLS 


Al Golden’s goal is to win MAC 
championships. Nothing less will do. 
Many would question how realistic that 
mindset is, considering the program 
hasn’t had a winning season since 1990. 
But he’s not responsible for what 
happened in the past. And for the first 
time, Temple is finally making the 
necessary commitment, in terms of 
facilities and the like, to bring about 
some change. And the fact is, it’s now in 
a conference where it might be able to 
actually be competitive. It’s probably 
asking too much for that to take place 
this year. Or 2008, for that matter, even if 
that’s what Temple is pointing towards. 
You improve by bringing in more talented 
players, then coaching them better. 
Golden looks like he has some clues. Yet 
this stuff still takes time. If the Owls can 
win three, or maybe four, that would 
represent a huge move toward 
respectability, which is the next part of 
the equation. Just don’t ask which three 
or four it’s going to be. The crystal ball’s 
not that clear. At the very least, the Owls 
may not be everyone’s favorite punch 
line very much longer. 
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7 SCHEDULE 


Navy 

Buffalo 

at Connecticut 
at Bowling Green 
at Army 
Northern Illinois 
at Akron 

Miami (OH) 

at Ohio 

Penn State 

Kent State 


at Western Michigan 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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Joseph Labolita/Temple SID 


2007 TEMPLE ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT 
17 Beckey, Rob QB 60" 
16 Case, Andrew QB" 
12 Charlton, Vaughn QB 64" 
8 Clancy, Colin QB 60" 
13 DiMichele, Adam QB él" 
Running Backs POS HT 
44 Buffaloe, Bryce FBO" 
39 Bundy, Josh FB O5'10" 
31 DiMichele, Alex FB" 
5 Grigsby, Marcellous Te: Su 
34 Harper, Jason Te: Se 
23. Kinney, Jared 1] 8658 
26 Kinney, Jason Tt Se 
21 Metz, Jonathan RB O58 
41 Ricks III, David H.W. Te: SD 
Receivers POS HT 
88 Armstrong, Kevin TE 63° 
81 Bartocci, Phil WR 60" 
83 Brown, Marcus TE 6'4" 
20 Bunton, Ad. WR 510" 
15 Crudup, Dy’Onne WR oS" 
49 Feeley, Robert TE 63" 
82 Francis, Bruce WR 60° 
10 Green, Delano WR = 5'10" 
18 Hamilton, Domerio WR 60" 
15 Hutchison, Josh WR 5'10" 
80. Louis, Josue WR 60" 
86 Maneri, Steve TE 66" 
85 Manger, Travis TE 63° 
19 Parris, Dale WR él" 
22 Shelton, Travis WR Sil" 
27 Stockman, Gary WR 56" 
Offensive Linemen POS HT 
79 Battle, Dwavon OL 63" 
54 Bennage, Kevin G 63" 
62 Carter, Bryce OL 63" 
59 Derenthal, Alex Cc 64" 
66 Douglas, Andre T 65" 
71 Ferguson, Jabari hh. sa" 
67 Hanna, Marcos c 61" 
63 Ivory, Anthony oO 610" 
75 Manor III, Brison G 63" 
57 Morris, Darius G 64" 
69 Nwasike, Dave Oo 62" 
77 Palumbo, John G 66" 
74 Satchel, Sean OL 63" 
78 Smith, Charles 1 (‘oer 
73 Tyler, Devin | Sag 
Defensive Linemen POS HT 
93 Azubuike, Leyon DE 63° 
55 Banks, Terrance NT 61 
45 Blueford, Morris DE 64" 
99 Brabham, Jared OT 62 
96 Foster, Andrew OE 6S" 
72 Frenk, Grigory oT 6" 
4 Galette, Junior DE 62" 
80 Henderson, Marcques OL 60° 
92 Knighton, Terrance oT 6a" 
51 Namude, James DE 61" 
98 Neblett, Andre NT 62" 
91 Popper, Daniel oT 61" 
52 Sanford, Brian DE 62° 
94 Simpson, Philip OT 62" 
42 Tindall, James DE 6'2" 
33 Wadley, Jordan DE 63° 
Linebackers POS HT 
35 Amoah, Seth SLB 60" 
48 Brownell, John (iB G0" 
53 Chiavacci, Dave MLB 60" 
36 Irwin, Le’Ron 1B O61" 
38 Joseph, Alex WLB 6'2" 
17 McDonnaugh-Hales, Omar MLB 511" 
11 McPherson, Lamar SLB S'11" 
Defensive Backs POS HT 
1 Brinson, Wilbert ss 60" 
29 Coleman, Georg FS 610" 
28 Cooper Jr, Evan CB CS '10" 
9 Ferla, Anthony cB.CéS'10" 
21 Harris, Dominique FS 63" 
40. Tadonisi, Nick DB OS" 
30. Miller, Jonathan DB G0" 
23 Nelson, James OB SOS'11" 
37 Oyeyemi, Abioye DB S10" 
25 Sheppard, Richard ss 60" 
26 Smith, James DB O62" 
14 Uebberoth, Ricky DB 63" 
24 Williams, Tommie cB OS '10 
Specialists POS HT 
95 Boyer, Jonathan Ro est 
47 Brownell, Jake P/K 5110" 
90 Clawson, Garrett K/P SL" 
97 Reinhard, Drew K 5110" 


P 175 


WT cL Hometown 
210 So. Shillington, PA 
185 So. Folcroft, PA 
229° So. Landenberg, PA 
199 So. Stonington, CT 
188 Jr  McKees Rocks, PA 
WT CL Hometown 
235 So. Berlin, CT 
228 = Sr Ambler, PA 
240 So. McKees Rocks, PA 
202s Sacramento, CA 
195 So. Budd Lake, Nu 
174Fr Feasterville, PA 
5° ip Feasterville, PA 
15 out Souderton, PA 
195 Fr Raleigh, NC 
WT CL Hometown 
250 0 dt. Baltimore, Md. 
200 = So. Scranton, PA 
260 So. Upper Marlboro, MD 
175 Fr. ~— West Deptford, NU 
175 So. New Haven, CT 
225. Fh Seekonk, MA 
180 sd. Sicklerville, NJ 
165 Fr ‘Fredericksburg, VA 
19 = Sr Wichita, KS 
75 Fr Hollidaysburg, PA 
175 So. _— Spring Valley, NY 
255 So. Saddle Brook, NJ 
235 = dt Newtown, PA 
200 Fr. Millville, NJ 
185 Jr Fort Lauderdale, FL 
160 Sr. Philadelphia, PA 
WT CL Hometown 
310 Jt. Richmond, VA 
275 Fr. Milton, PA 
307 So. Freehold, Nd 
292. Davie, FL 
305 Jr New Rochelle, NY 
300d. Miami, FL 
285 od. Lansdale, PA 
350 So. Washington, DC 
285 ou. Sherwood, AR 
300 = So. Long Branch, NU 
265 = So. Marietta, GA 
285 Fr. Lyndhurst, NU 
300 ur Cherry Hill, NU 
332 Fr. Bowie, MD 
275. 50: Suitland, MD 
WT CL Hometown 
250 = Jr. East Stroudsburg, PA 
280 = So. Newark, NU 
220. Fr. Chesapeake, VA 
285 Fr. Long Branch, Nu 
260 Fr. Willingboro, Nu 
292 OF. Brooklyn, NY 
225 = So. Spring Valley, NY 
260 Ut. Sacramento, CA 
31L od. Windsor, CT 
210 = So. Potomac, MD 
285 So. Rahway, Nu 
275 ~~ So. North Wildwood, Nu 
253 = So. Hartford, CT 
285 okt. Miami, FL 
240 Jr —- South Orange, NU 
245 — So. New Cumberland, PA 
WT CL Hometown 
230. =So. _Laurel Springs, Nd 
212 OF. Thorofare, NJ 
220. = So. Clarks Summit, PA 
232 = So. _—- Virginia Beach, VA 
228 So. Stamford, CT 
235 ‘So. Philadelphia, PA 
205 So. Philadelphia, PA 
WT CL Hometown 
200 = So. Cheltenham, MD 
1800 dt. Levittown, PA 
190) dt. Miami, FL 
187 — So. Waldwick, Nu 
205 = So. Washington, OC 
193) dh Brick, NU 
210 df. New York, NY 
172 So. Philadelphia, PA 
185 Sr. Minneapolis, MN 
205 Jr Philadelphia, PA 
am) (Ss Williamsport, PA 
190 So. Denver, PA 

dr. Green Cove Sprs., FL 
WT CL Hometown 
215) Fr Easton, PA 
195 So. Thorofare, NU 
160) SOF. Duncanville, PA 
140 sOFr. Allentown, PA 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (6) 

Pos. No, Name Pos, 
WR 82 _ Bruce Francis Jr. 
WR 15 Dy’Onne Crudup So. 
tT 71 Jabari Ferguson dr. 
LG 77 John Palumbo Fr. 
Cc 59 Alex Derenthal Jr. 
RG 75 Brison Manor Jr 
RT 66 Andre Douglas Jr. 
TE 88 Kevin Armstrong dr. 
QB 12 Vaughn Charlton So. 
FB 39 Josh Bundy Sr. 
RB 34 Jason Harper So. 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos. . Name 

WR Domerio Hamilton 
Delano Green 
Devin Tyler 
Kevin Bennage 
Marcos Hanna 
Darius Morris 
Charles Smith 
Marcus Brown 
Adam DiMichele 
Alex DiMichele 
Marcellous Grigsby 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (8) 


Pos. No, Name 

DE 93 Leyon Azubuike 

DT Terrance Knighton 

NT Andre Neblett 
Morris Blueford 
Lamar McPherson 
Omar McDonnaugh-Hales 
Alex Joseph 
Tommie Williams 


Anthony Ferla 
Richard Sheppard 
Dominique Harris 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Name 

Brian Sanford 
Philip Simpson 
Terrance Banks 
Junior Galette 
Seth Amoah 
Dave Chiavacci 
Wallace Bates 
Evan Cooper ur. 
Jamal Schulters 
Wilbert Brinson 
Georg Coleman 


Name Pos, 
Jake Brownell So. 
Jake Brownell So. 
Travis Shelton Jr. 
Dy’Onne Crudup So. 
Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Al Golden 

Record at School: 1-11 (1 year) 

Career Record: 1-11 (1 year) 

Offensive Coordinator: George DeLeone 
Defensive Coordinator: Mark D'Onofrio 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Lincoln Financial Field (68,532) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Corwin Acker RB/DB 5'10" 185 Landover, MD 
Jemarr Anderson RB/DB_ 5'9" 175 Middleburg, FL 
Kitt Anderson ATH 5'9" 180 Levittown, PA 
Matt Balasavage TE/DE  6'5" 240 Lancaster, PA 
Wallace Bates LB 6'2" 230 Woodland Hills, CA 


Morris Blueford, Jr LB/DE  6'4" 210 Chesapeake, VA 


Michael Campbell WR/DB 6'2" 200 Edison, Nu 
Lloyd Cododa QOL/OL 6'3" 315 West Orange, Nu 
Derek Dennis OL/DL 6'4" 280 Peekskill, NY 
Delano Green WR/CB 5110" 170 Fredericksburg, VA 
Kee-Ayre Griffin RB 5S'10"—s :185 East Orange, Nu 
Marcellous Grigsby RB SU “205 Sacramento, CA 
Jeffrey Howie OL/DL 6'3" 305 Medina, PA 
Joseph Jones RB/OB S'1l" = 200 Davie, FL 
Elijah Joseph RB/LB 61" 215 Hartford, CT 
Elisha Joseph TE/DE 6'3" 235 Hartford, CT 
Amara Kamara LB 61" 210 Newark, Nu 
John Palumbo OL/DL 66" 280 Lyndhurst, NJ 
Moses Parker WR/DB 6'0" 175 Gainesville, FL 
Daryl Robinson ATH 5'9" 175 Philadelphia, PA 
Jamal Schulters RB/DB 5'10" 185 Brooklyn, NY 
Tyreek Spain TE/DE 6'2" 210 Ambler, PA 
Chester Stewart QB O63" 195 Hanover, MD 
Chris Tremel OL/DL 6'4" 270 Fairfield, Nu 
Richie Walls ATH ~—6'0" 190 Downingtown, PA 
Tommie Weatherspoon LB 6'2" 245 Jesup, GA 
Muhammed Wilkerson DE/OL  6'5" 255 Linden, NJ 


Jared Williams RB/DB_ 5'9" 190 Pittsburgh, PA 
Tommie Williams DB 5'10" 175 Green Cove Springs, FL 
Golden wanted his first two recruiting classes to complement 
each other. The first one laid a solid foundation. This year’s added 
playmakers. It’s hardly an exact science. But he did get 16 players 
who were rated by SuperPrep and/or PrepStar, and 11 who 
received a minimum of three stars from either Rivals.com or 
Scout.com. He got seven players from the Philadelphia area, the 
most for Temple in a decade. The biggest catch was Daryl Robinson, 
a two-way standout who committed to West Virginia before 
changing his mind. The other two marquee prospects are Michael 
Campbell, a wide receiver, and Joey Jones, another two-way back. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 1-11 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
A. 31 at Buffalo L 3-9 29,795 
S. 9 Louisville L 0-62 16,015 
S. 16 at Minnesota L 0-62 45,612 
S. 23 at W. Michigan L 7-41 ~——-15,739 
S. 30 at Vanderbilt L 14-43 = 34,319 
0. 7 Kent State L 17-28 13,704 
0. 12 at Clemson L 9-63 30,246 
0. 21 at Northern Illinois L 21-43 =. 27,039 
0. 28 Bowling Green W 28-14 = 17,431 
N. 4 C. Michigan L 26-42 =: 16,091 
N. 11 at Penn State L 0-47 105,950 
N. 18 at Navy L 6-42 33,927 
Passing Att. Comp. Yds, TD = Int. 


Adam DiMichele 220 135 =«:1,518 10 12 
Vaughn Charlton 85 47 417 2 2 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. TD 
Tim Brown 182 731 4.0 2 
Jason Harper 47 186 4.0 2 
Receiving Rec, Yds. = Avg. ~=—s- TO 
Tim Brown 33 218 6.6 0 
Bruce Francis 32 484 15.1 4 
Mike Holley 31 342 11.0 0 
Travis Shelton 20 344 17.2 3 


Kicking: Jake Brownell, 2-3 FGs, 12-13 XPs, 18 points; 
Danny Murphy, 1-3 FGs, 0-1 XPs, 3 points 

Tackles: Walter Mebane 68; Dominique Harris, 59 
Sacks: Terrance Knighton, 3 

Interceptions: Three players tied with 2 


Returning Players in Bold 


f Ball State is going to contend for a 
divisional title, the Cardinals will need 
to take care of business at home. Under 
fifth-year head coach Brady Hoke, the 
Cards are just 8-13 in Muncie, 

including a 2-4 home campaign last season. 

Ironically, they have a 6-2 MAC road record 

the past two seasons. Another area that 

needs improvement is defense. Ball State 

made some strides last year switching to a 3- 

4 alignment — the Cards gave up only 25.8 

points per game, down from 37.8 in 2005 

— but there is still work to be done. Still, 

with the MAC’s premier quarterback and 

host of talented playmakers on offense, Ball 

State has a legitimate shot to contend for a 

MAC title this fall, something the school has 

not achieved since 1996. 


Quarterbacks Nate Davis entered Ball 

State last year as the league's top 

recruit, and he did not disappoint. 

After initially sharing time with senior 
Joey Lynch, Davis played himself into the 
starting role and threw for 1,975 yards, 18 
touchdowns and only eight interceptions. 
“Nate has a chance to be really special in our 
system, especially now that he is fully 
devoted to football,” Hoke says of Davis, 
who was a three-sport star in high school. 
Sophomore Zach Jones is the established No. 
2 quarterback, while freshman Emmanuel 
Lewis adds dual-threat capabilities to the 
position. 


Running Backs MiQuale Lewis enters the 
season as the starter in the Cardinals’ one- 
back set after averaging 5.8 yards per carry 
during limited action in 2006. Corey McGee 
and Jacolby Bond add depth, but the duo 
combined for only 33 yards last season. 
Expect highly recruited true freshman Frank 
Edmonds to earn significant playing time 
this fall. 


Receivers Four of the top six receivers 

return from a potent passing attack 

that averaged nearly 260 yards per 

game in ’06. Speedster Dante Love 
returns at wideout after averaging 61 yards 
per game and scoring four TDs last season. 
The diminutive Love will also line up at 
running back or quarterback. Dan Dunford 
and Louis Johnson are proven players, and 
the coaching staff is excited about the 
development of Joe Everett and DeAndrie 
Rogers. The Cardinals feature the MAC's 
premier tight end in Darius Hill. Hill had a 
breakout season last year, with 741 yards and 
10 touchdowns. The 6'6", 233-pound Hill is 
an NFL prospect. 


Offensive Linemen Two years ago, Ball State 
was forced to start three true freshmen up 
front to open the season at Iowa. Predictably, 


National Forecast 93 MAC West Prediction 


Ath 


it was a nightmare. But now those three 
players — Andre Ramsey, Dan Gerberry and 
Robert Brewster — form the solid nucleus of 
an offensive line that has the potential to be 
one of the MAC’s best this fall. John Purdy 
and Travis Arnold round out the starting 
unit. 


NUMBERS GAME 


1 9 9 6 Ball State has not had 


a winning season since 
1996, the year the 
Cardinals last won a 
MAC title. 
Defensive Linemen Last year was the Cards’ 
first with a 3-4 alignment, and they finished 
last in the league in total defense. But Hoke 
and his staff expect the defense, most notably 
the line, to be far more productive in Year 2 
of the 3-4. Amara Koroma leads the unit 
from his spot at nose tackle. Roger Morris, 
who moved over from the offensive line, will 
back up Koroma and provide more size in 
the middle. Jacob Jordan and Kaylon Woods 
will rotate at tackle. Drew Duffin is a proven 
commodity at end. Reserve end Brandon 
Crawford is one of the most intriguing 
players in college football. The former U.S. 
Marine is 31 years old. 


Linebackers The linebacking corps, a 
concern heading into the 2006 season, could 
be a strength this fall. “We feel much better 
about this position now. We have a lot more 
options,” Hoke says. Cortlan Booker is 
technically a linebacker in the 3-4 alignment, 
but he often lines up as a stand-up rush end. 
He led the Cards in sacks (5) and tackles for 
a loss (14). Booker, Wendell Brown, Bryant 
Haines and Kenny Meeks form a solid 
starting unit. Chris Clancy moved from 
fullback to add to what should be a deep 


corps of backers. 


Defensive Backs Trey Lewis, the team’s third- 
leading tackler last season, and ‘Trey Buice 
return as cornerbacks. Backup is provided by 
David Wise, the team’s fastest player, and B.J. 
Hill, who moves over from running back. 
Chris Allen and hard-hitting Alex Knipp 
forma solid duo at strong safety, while Eddie 
Burk and Marcus McClure share the free 
safety slot. 


Specialists Punter Chris Miller continues 
the legacy of AIl-MAC kickers from Ball 
State. Miller led the MAC with an amazing 
46.3-yard average and is truly a weapon. Jake 
Hogue enters the season as the placekicker, 
but highly regarded freshman Ian McGarvey 
may win the spot this fall. 


TWO-MINUTE.DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE CARDINALS 


“Next year” may finally be “this year” 
for the Ball State faithful. Quarterback 
Nate Davis was as good as advertised 
last year and should be even better as a 
sophomore. Davis is surrounded by 
playmakers offensively, with Dante Love 
and Darius Hill leading the way. The 
offensive line has developed from one of 
the worst in the MAC two years ago to a 
real strength entering this season. If any 
sort of running game can be found, the 
Cardinals should surpass last year’s 
scoring average of 27.2 points per game. 
That leaves the defense. Ball State 
improved last year, but if the Cards are 
to make a run for the West Division title, 
they need to do a much better job of 
getting to the quarterback (only 21 sacks 
last year), and they must tighten up their 
pass defense (257.8 yards per game in 
06). Ball State is traditionally one of the 
least-penalized teams in the league and 
almost always has superb special teams 
play. If the Cards can keep those 
traditions going strong in 2007 and get 
through a brutal schedule that includes 
three BCS road games, along with a trip 
to Navy, the Cardinals just may surprise 
the league this fall. 


200 
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Miami (OH) 


at Eastern Michigan 


at Navy 

at Nebraska 
Buffalo 

Central Michigan 


Western Kentucky 
at Western Michigan 


at Illinois 
at Indiana 
Toledo 


at Northern Illinois 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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2007 BALL STATE ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT 
13. Davis, Nate QB 6" 214 
5 Jones, Zach QB 67 226 
17 Justice, Tanner QB 63" «193 

Lewis, Emmanuel QB 61" «175 
Running Backs POS HT WT 

Bauman, Ross TB OSI" 204 
39 Bond, Jacolby T 60" 221 
33 Lewis, MiQuale TB 56" 184 
24 McGee, Corey T S11" 193 

Stott, Daryll T S110" 215 
Receivers POS HT WT 

Basker, Jacob TE 62" 224 
25. Bryant, Will WR 5110" 186 
83 Dunford, Dan WR 5'10" 185 
80 Everett, Joe wR 60" 174 
82 Grant, Madaris TE 65" 228 
43 Heard, Kristopher WR 510" 170 
88 Hill, Darius TE 66" 233 
81 Johnson, Louis WR 61" 182 
86 Love, Dante WR  5'10" 176 
15 Myles, Jon WR 60" 196 
6 Rogers, DeAndrie WR 63" 190 
18 Trask, Jordan WR 60" 186 
87 Trempe, Myles wR 64" 201 
Offensive Linemen POS HT WT 
70 Applegate, Jordan C 65" 296 


67 Arnold, Travis G 68" 291 
63 Boocher, Dan G 64 291 
71 Brewster, Robert T 6S 312 
50 Brown, Dustin T 63" 295 
58 Cole, Adam T 66" 284 
68 Cornwell, Kyle G 64" 262 
61 Dixon, Cory G 63° 270 
52 Gerberry, Dan GS 287 
73 Helton, Lance G 65" 294 
75. Larrimer, Eric G 65" 293 
60 Penland, Justin T (66" 295 
78 Purdy, John G 66" 313 
79 Ramsey, Andre TT, 68 9305 


efensive Linemen 
56 Barinaga, Gonzalo DE 62" 243 


90 Crawford, Brandon DE 63" 248 
Davis, Troy NT SM" 244 
65 Duffin, Drew OE 63" 253 


91 Eddins, Robert DE/OLB 63" 218 
57 Houston, Brandon DE 62" 233 
96 Jankowski, Jason DT 62" 236 


94 Jordan, Jacob DT 63" 280 
93 Koroma, Amara NT 62" 275 
72 Morris, Roger NT 64" 307 
85 Woodard, Justin DE 63" 218 
64 Woods, Kaylon OT 62" 255 
59 Beasley, Antonio OW 60" 231 
44 Booker, Cortlan OLB 62" 245 
11 Brown, Wendell MLB 60" 214 
30 Buckingham, John OLB 61" 228 
27 Clancy, Chris OLB 62" 221 
48 Cosby, Spain MLB 5'11" 221 
28 Dorulla, Mike WLB 60" 216 
49 Haines, Bryant WLB 65" 230 
99 Meeks, Kenny OLB 62" 234 
46 Moore, Alex MLB 61" 230 
55 Woodworth, Sam WLB 6'2" 205 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT 
21 Allen, Chris ss 5110" 188 
8 Buice, Trey cB OS'10" 179 
1 Burk, Eddie FS S'11" 202 
31 Cook, Dane FS 60" «(188 
45 Gregory, Jakeem cBSC«#S”s« 173 
3 Hill, Ba. cBOC«#S7*=—s«180 
38 Hottle, John SS 61" 188 
Kilburn, Tad FS 60" = 185 
41 Knipp, Alex ss 60" 193 
10 Kuntz, Kyle SS 510" 192 
12 Lewis, Trey CB 60" «194 
23 McClure, Marcus FS 60" —-184 
34 Mosley, Lavell CB 62" «191 
16 Suess, Warren FS 64" —:202 
Wise, David cB OS" = «184 
Specialists 
95 Hogue, Jake K 59" 186 
James, Eric K iso! 99 
35. Miller, Chris P62" 205 
45 Weber, Adam kK, *620) +193 


cL Hometown 
So. Bellaire, OH 
So. Morris, IL 
So. Indianapolis, IN 
Fr. Tulare, CA 
CL Hometown 
Fr. Elkhart, IN 


So. Brownsville, TN 
So. Fort Wayne, IN 


So. Jackson, MS 
Fr, Union City, IN 
CL Hometown 
Fr. South Bend, IN 
Fr Muncie, IN 
Sr. Naples, FL 


Fr Middleburg, FL 
So. Cincinnati, OH 
Fr. St. Louis, MO 
Jr Blue Springs, MO 


dr Muncie, IN 
dr. Cincinnati, OH 
So. Dayton, OH 
So. Detroit, MI 


dr. Indianapolis, IN 
Fr, Springfield, OH 
CL Hometown 
So. Fort Wayne, IN 
Fr. Fort Wayne, IN 
So. South Bend, IN 
Jr Cincinnati, OH 
Sr. Fort Wayne, IN 
Je Eden Prairie, MN 
dr. New Lenox, IL 
Fr, Columbus, IN 
dr. Austintown, OH 
Fr Wrightsville, GA 
dr. Centerville, OH 
Sr. Fort Wayne, IN 
So. Fort Wayne, IN 
dr. Cordele, GA 

Hometown 
dr. Milwaukee, WI 
So. Fort Wayne, IN 
Fr. Fort Wayne, IN 


So. Avon, IN 
Fr. Detroit, MI 
Fr. Cartersville, GA 
Fr. Hartland, WI 
Sr. Indianapolis, IN 
Sr. Homewood, IL 


Jf. Jonesboro, GA 
Fr. LaGrange, GA 
Fr. Jacksonville, FL 


Hometown 
Jr. Fort Wayne, IN 
Sr. West Lafayette, IN 


Sr. Detroit, MI 
Fr. Greenwood, IN 
So. Plainfield, IL 
So, Carrollton, GA 
Sr. Valparaiso, IN 
Jr. Piqua, OH 
So. Muncie, IN 
Sr. Cincinnati, OH 
So. Elkhart, IN 
CL Hometown 
Sr. Dayton, OH 
Jr. Stone Mountain, GA 
Sr. St. Louis, MO. 
Fr. Eaton, IN 
Fr. Fort Wayne, IN 
dr. Lanham, MD 
So. Greenville, OH 
Fr. Middletown, OH 
So. Amherst, OH 
So. Vandalia, OH 
So. Raleigh, NC 
dr Rome, GA 


Jr. Kenosha, WI 
Jr. Cedar Rapids, IA 
So. Grove City, OH 


Hometown 
Fr. Plainfield, IN 
Fr Carmel, IN 
dr. Libertyville, IL 
So. St. Leon, IN 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (7) 

Pos. No. Name Class 
WR 86 _ Dante Love Jr. 
WR 83 Dan Dunford Sr. 
WR 81 Louis Johnson Jr 
tT 79 Andre Ramsey dr 
LG 78 John Purdy So. 
Cc 52 Dan Gerberry Jr 
RG 67 _ Travis Arnold Fr. 
RT 71 Robert Brewster Jr 
TE 88 Darius Hill J 
QB 13 Nate Davis So. 
RB 33  MiQuale Lewis So. 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos. No. Name 
WR 6 DeAndrie Rogers 
80 Joe Everett 
Simeon Kelley 
58 Adam Cole 
Lance Helton 
Jordan Applegate 
Eric Larrimer 
Dustin Brown 
Madaris Grant 
Zach Jones 
Frank Edmonds 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (5) 


Pos. No. 
DE 65 


Name Class 
Drew Duffin So. 


93 Amara Koroma Sr. 
94 Jacob Jordan Sr. 
44 Cortlan Booker Sr. 
11 Wendell Brown Sr. 
Bryant Haines Jr 
Kenny Meeks So. 
Trey Lewis So. 


Trey Buice Jr 
Chris Allen Sr. 
Eddie Burk Sr. 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Pos. . Name Class 
DE Brandon Crawford So. 
NG Roger Morris 

Kaylon Woods Fr. 

Antonio Beasley 

Spain Cosby 

Mike Dorulla 

Chris Clancy 

B.J. Hill 

David Wise 

Alex Knipp 

Marcus McClure 


Name 

Ian McGarvey 

Chris Miller 

Dante Love 

B.J. Hill 

Returning Starters In Bold 

Head Coach: Brady Hoke 
Record at School: 15-31 (4 years) 
Career Record: 15-31 (4 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Stan Parrish 
Defensive Coordinator: Mark Smith 
Muncie, Ind. 
Ball State Stadium (22,500) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Sean Baker 61" =. 200 
Koreen Burch es 5" 3 8§=163 
Brandon Carnegie CB S'‘ll" 180 
Brendan Choy TE 64" 240 
Frank Edmonds REP eases ~al9b 
Jerrod Gray DE 6B 255 
Ryan Hartke LB 64" —s 200 
Derrick Henry CB 61" = 190 
Jermaine Houston DL 6'4" 230 
Kreg Hunter OL 63" 300 
Daniel Ifft WR 63" = 175 
Ben Jacoby OL 62" 270 
Simeon Kelley WR S'‘1l" 180 
Rayondon Kennedy DL 6'2" 235 
Dee Lett LB S'11""—- 203 
Tan McGarvey K/P 5'9" = 200 
Rene Perry DT 5S'11" 270 
Jafe Pitcock Dr) 62" 257 
Andrew Puthoff DL 63" 230 
Pete Rolf LB 64" 220 
Drew Sharick TE! 66") 230) 
Michael Switzer OL 65" = 285 
Lorren Womack LB 60" 210 


Canfield, OH 
Broxton, GA 
Novi, MI 
Bradenton, FL 
Cleveland, OH 
Bradley, IL 

St. Henry, OH 
Columbus, OH 
Newberry, SC 
Lebanon, IN 
Dover, OH 
Lawrenceville, GA 
Atlanta, GA 
Dolton, IL 
Hopkinsville, KY 
Greenwood, IN 
Lake City, FL 
Piqua, OH 

St. Henry, OH 
Piqua, OH 
Champaign, IL 
Indianapolis, IN 
Huber Heights, OH 


There was a much-needed emphasis on defense in Ball State’s 
2007 recruiting class. The strength of the group is its defensive 
line prospects. Pete Rolf, originally from Salt Lake City, was a top 
50 player in Ohio who chose Ball State over Oregon and BYU. 
Defensive tackle Jafe Pitcock was a high school teammate of Rolf 
and is the brother of former Ohio State star Quinn Pitcock. Sean 
Baker is an excellent safety prospect from Canfield, Ohio. He was 
rated by one service as the No. 54 player in the state. The most 
coveted recruit is tailback Frank Edmonds, who excelled against 
the highest competition at Lakewood St. Edward in Cleveland. He 
rushed for over 3,500 yards over his final two seasons. Dan Ifft is 
a possession receiver who put up huge numbers in high school, 
recording 48 TDs and over 4,200 receiving yards. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 5-7 (5-3 MAC) 
Date Opponent 
31 Eastern Michigan 
9 Indiana 
16 at Purdue 
23 North Dakota State 
30 Northern Illinois 
at Buffalo 
14 at C. Michigan 
21 Western Michigan 
28 at Miami (OH) 
4 at Michigan 
a at Toledo 

Kent State 


oi a ag 
| 


Result Score 


2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing Att. 
Nate Davis 245 
Joey Lynch 127 
Rushing Att. 
Larry Bostic 146 
MiQuale Lewis 48 
Receiving Rec. 
Dante Love 52 
Darius Hill 42 
Larry Bostic 42 
Terry Moss 27 


Comp. 
150 
82 
Yds. 
545 
280 
Yds. 
735 
741 
309 
685 


Att. 
38-20 12,326 
23-24 23,813 
28-38 51,561 
24-29 = 10,285 
28-40 =: 10,128 
55-25 14,885 
7-18 21,013 
27-41 ~—-:17,626 
20-17 —:17,134 
26-34 109,359 
20-17 = 16,021 
30-6 16,189 
Yds. TD = Int. 
1,975 18 8 
1,137 9 3 
Avg. =‘ TO 
ay 3 
5.8 i 
Avg. = TD 
14.1 4 
17.6 10 
74 0 
25.4 8 


Kicking: Brian Jackson 17-19 FGs, 37-38 XPs, 88 points 


Tackles: Erik Keys, 90; Wendell Brown, 83 


Sacks: Cortlan Booker, 5 
Interceptions: Alex Knipp, 2 


Returning Players in Bold 
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National Forecast 59 MAC West Prediction 


Ist 


he Chippewas had little time to 

enjoy their 06 MAC title and Motor 

City Bowl win. With head coach 

Brian Kelly moving on to Cincinnati 

(before the bowl game), CMU’s 
players had to adjust to a new coach and 
new expectations. Oh, and the loss of some 
pretty big names on both sides of the ball. 
Whether Central repeats as champ will 
depend greatly on whether it can reconfigure 
its offensive line and continue to be 
relatively solid defensively. As for new boss 
Butch Jones, a former West Virginia 
assistant and Michigan native, he should 
continue the offensive balance that emerged 
under Kelly and work to fortify a defense 
that was a bit too generous against the pass 
in 06. 


fuarterbacks Dan LeFevour emerged from a 
three-way quarterback battle last year to 
operate the CMU attack with tremendous 
accuracy and good decision-making. In 
throwing for 3,031 yards, LeFevour showed 
good pocket passing ability, but he also has a 
talent for running. He's a fine weapon with a 
bright future. Brian Brunner, who engineered 
a comeback win over Eastern Michigan but 
lacks LeFevour's athletic ability, and Duane 
Brooks will battle for the backup spot. 


Running Backs It would appear as if junior 
Ontario Sneed is the main man here, thanks 
to his team-high 764 yards last year and strong 
5.7-yard average. He also caught 52 passes and 
scored 11 total touchdowns. Sneed will have 
some competition, though. Marcel Archer is a 
sophomore with good speed and seven scores 
as a freshman, and Notre Dame transfer Justin 
Hoskins has a strong blend of size and speed. 
Together, they should give the Chippewa 
ground game good depth and diversity. 


Receivers Even though the Chippewas lose 
standout Damien Linson, there remain 
plenty of targets from which LeFevour can 
choose. Bryan Anderson caught a school- 
record 73 passes and is reliable, if not a deep 
threat. Justin Gardner scored five times and 
averaged 13.1 yards on his 36 catches and has 
more of an ability to get downfield. Redshirt 
freshman Kito Poblah and senior Jemmy 
Jasmin, if healthy, can contribute, but there 
isn't any proven depth. 


Offensive Linemen CMU returns three 
starters up front, but standout tackle 

Joe Staley and three-year starting 

center Drew Mormino aren't among 
them. Guard Eric Tunney and tackle Andrew 
Hartline are the top dogs of this group. 
Tunney will play on the right side, where he 
started last year, but Hartline will probably 
move to left tackle. Junior Greg Wojt will be 
the other bookend. Expect Mike Decker, 


who played predominantly at left guard last 
year, to move into the center position, with 
the other guard spot going to either Andrew 
Cribbs or redshirt freshman Jeff Maddux. 


Uelensive Linemen The Chippewas must 
find some new contributors here, too. Gone 
are both ends, most notably Daniel Bazuin, a 
three-time All-MAC first teamer, but All- 
MAC second-teamer Steven Friend is back at 
tackle. Junior Ronnie Ekdahl started at the 
nose guard position the first eight games 
before being supplanted by Casey Droscha. 
Both return. Expect the ends to be Larry 
Knight and Frank Zombo, both of whom 
played in all 14 games last season. Knight's a 
little quicker, but both have the ability to get 
into opposing backfields. Senior De’Onte 
Burnam, who missed last year due to 
academics, will also see time at end. 


NUMBERS GAME 


The Chippewas gave up 341.6 
yards per game last year, which 
ranked No. 8 in the MAC. CMU 
can’t expect to outscore everybody 
this year, so it must tighten things up. 


Linebackers This area is in pretty good 
shape, thanks to the return of several 
experienced players. Leading the way is 
senior inside man Red Keith, who led the 
team with 127 tackles last year and was a 
first-team all-league choice. He'll team with 
senior Ike Brown, who went down with a 
knee injury last year and has been granted 
another year of eligibility. Victor Doman will 
man the other outside spot. Juniors Jonathan 
Lapsley, who started 12 games last year after 
Brown went down, and David Lawrence 


provide depth. 


Defensive Backs This should be a strength, 
beginning at safety, where both starters 
return. Curtis Cutts made 61 tackles at the 
strong spot last year, while Calvin Hissong 
had 63 stops at free safety. Eric Fraser and 
Kirkston Edwards will back them up. Josh 
Gordy, who had 66 tackles and two picks as 
a starting corner last year is back, with Chaz 
West expected to team with him on the 
outside. 


Specialists This is a mixed bag, with punting 
and kick returns in solid shape, but 
placements and punt returning somewhat 
shaky. Second-team All-MAC punter Tony 
Mikulec is back. The veteran averaged 42.0 
yards a boot last year, Eric Fraser is a strong 
option on kick returns. Jean Pitts is the top 
candidate to return punts. Expect to see Brett 
Hartmann take over the placekicking job. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE CHIPPEWAS 


By leading CMU to the MAC title and 
winning the Motor City Bowl, Brian Kelly 
earned himself the top spot at Cincinnati. 
New coach Butch Jones hopes to sustain 
the momentum and has some weapons 
at his disposal to do so. The offense 
looks to be in good shape, thanks to 
sophomore quarterback Dan LeFevour, 
who enjoyed a big year last season and 
will be supported by a deep backfield and 
a proven crop of receivers. The big 
question is whether the Chips will be 
able to replace standout linemen Joe 
Staley and Drew Mormino. If not, there 
won’t be the same production as last 
year, and LeFevour may have to use 
those strong legs of his more than he 
wants. The Central defense should be 
solid, but don’t expect it to overwhelm 
opponents. It begins up front, where the 
loss of Daniel Bazuin at end robs the 
Chippewas of a consistent playmaker. But 
CMU has a linebacking corps with the 
potential to be quite strong, and the 
secondary will be quite capable, provided 
some depth emerges from young 
candidates. If Brett Hartmann can 
emerge as a reliable kicker, the special 
teams units will be just fine. There is a 
chance for a repeat, but it comes down 
to the two lines and how well they mesh 
with some new people in key positions. 


_ 
CHIPPEWAS 


4gi 


2007 SCHEDULE 


S. 1 at Kansas 

S. 8 Toledo 

S. 15 at Purdue 

S. 22 North Dakota State 
S. 29 Northern Illinois 
0. 6  atBall State 
0.13 Army 

0.20 at Clemson— 

0. 27 at Kent State. ; 
N. 6 at Western Michigan’ 
N. 17 Eastern Michigan 
N. 23 at Akron 


s\s sS 4 = <\=- s)\* 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


Central Michigan SID 


2007 CENTRAL MICHIGAN ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT 
7 Beltowski, Steve QB 66" 
8 Brooks, Duane QB O5S'10” 
18 Brunner, Brian QB 63" 
5 Canfield, Mike QB 62" 
13 LeFevour, Dan QB 63" 
11 Price, Sean QB G1" 
Running Backs POS HT 
21 Archer, Marcel RB S'11" 
49 Doane, Taylor RB 5'10" 
23 Doane, Troy RB 60" 
42 Hoskins, Justin RB 5'10" 
Lakes, Trey RB 56" 
28 Sneed, Ontario RB S11" 
29 Volny, Carl RB OS'11" 
York, Matthew RB S11" 
Receivers 
87 Anderson, Bryan WR 6S" 
89 Bockheim, Joe WR 62 
84 Ekkens, Jake Te 64 
80 Gardner, Justin WR 62" 
15 Hendon, Vince WR 63" 
2 Jasmin, Jemmy WR 58" 
81 Martin, Darren WR 64" 
83 Moore, Andre TE 62" 
88 Morris, Chris WR 5111" 
86 Ollenburger, Allen TE 64" 
16 Pitts, Jean wR 5'10" 
32 Poblah, Kito WR 62" 
25 Skergan, Sean WR 611" 
85 Torres, Matt WR 61" 
45 Williams, Sam TE 6'4" 
Offensive Linemen POS HT 
57 Antonides, Adam OL 63" 
68 Barbaglia, Mark OL 65" 
72 Brimer, Matt OL 62" 
56 Cribbs, Andrew G/T 66" 
65 Decker, Mike Cy yt 
74 Hartline, Andrew Tv 165% 
66 Maddux, Jeff G/T 64" 
63 Miller, Colin RR Oy 
76 Rademaker, Nick OL 61" 
71 Raffaeli, Michael T (65° 
69 Tunney, Eric G 63 
77 Wojt, Greg T 64 
Defensive Linemen 
91 Boss, Chris DT 63" 
97 Brownie, Evan DT 62" 
58 Burnam, De’Onte DE 511" 
51 Droscha, Casey NT 61" 
92 Ekdahl, Ronnie NT 62" 
94 Friend, Steven OT 62" 
95 Knight, Larry DE 63" 
54 Murnane, Sean DE 61" 
41 Quinn, Anthony DE 6'4" 
90 Telfer, Philip OT 63" 
99 Weeks, Trevor DE 60" 
98 Zombo, Frank DE 6'4" 
Linebackers POS HT 
Allen, Carl LB 62" 
45 Bellore, Nick MLB 611" 
6 Brown, Ike OLB OS'11" 
38 Connelly, Donald LB 60" 
39 Doman, Victor OW Gl" 
41 Keith, Red MLB S'11" 
50 Khoury, Vince BOS" 
26 Lapsley, Jonathan OLB 62" 
33 Lawrence, David OLB 60" 
Lizotte, Dennis iB OS'11" 
61 Loughrige, Isaac iB O60" 
53 Miles, Barron B62" 
59 Morrow, Karey LBA" 
55 Wohlgamuth, Chris B61" 
48 Agnew, Vince OB 511" 
44 Bolden, Dannie OB S'11" 
V7 Brazzel, Tim DB 60" 
10 Cutts, Curtis Ss 60" 
31 Edwards, Kirkston ; Jolt 
12 Fraser, Eric ss 60' 
19 Gordy, Josh cB OC#S'L” 
20. Hissong, Calvin FS 64" 
14 Mama, Tommy CB OS'10" 
6 McClure, Kenneth DB 6'4" 
9 Seay, Bobby OB 5111" 
4 West, Chaz cB.C«S 1" 
27 Wilkins, Josh cB S10" 
96 Hartmann, Brett K/P 63" 
35 Mikulec, Tony P S58 
37 Mills, Jonathan K/P 6'1" 
Schenk, Derryll is 61" 


WT cL Hometown 
236 ~=-Fr._-HarrisonTown., MI 
177 So. Irving, TX 
24. dr Hubertus, WI 
236 Fr. Lansing, MI 
226 So. Downers Grove, IL 
200 = So. Park Ridge, IL 
Wr CL Hometown 
193 So. Miami, FL 
181 sFr. Armada, MI 
216 sdf. Armada, MI 
195 ur Grand Rapids, MI 
186 Fr. Mount Morris, MI 
203d. Decatur, IL 
189 Fr. Miramar, FL 
193 Fr. Sanford, MI 
Hometown 

194 So. Rockford, MI 
197 Jr. ~—- Grand Rapids, MI 
243 OF Caledonia, MI 
191 Sr Kalamazoo, MI 
207 ~—«s Fr._~—«s Harper Woods, MI 
WS. Miami, FL 
207. Ss Jt. ~—s New Orleans, LA 
222) oUt. Chicago, IL 
180 Fr. Plano, TX 
245 = So. Charlotte, MI 
170 ~—s So. Lansing, MI 
196 Fr. Miramar, FL 
204sF Fr. Gaines, MI 
189 Fr. Naples, FL 
218 So. Westland, MI 
WT cL Hometown 
284 So. Lapeer, MI 
286 Jr. West Windsor, NU 
296 Fr. Troy, MI 
301 oh Muskegon, MI 
286 Sr. Rochester Hills, MI 
297s. Baroda, MI 
318 Fr Temperance, MI 
280 Fr. Centreville, VA 
283 ~=Fr. ‘Traverse City, MI 
304 Sr. Indianapolis, IN 
291 Sr. Alger, MI 
285 Jr Mississauga, ON 
V Hometown 
288 Jr Sandersville, GA 
260 J. Petoskey, MI 
245 = Sr. Vienna, GA 
258 = dr. Mason, MI 
300 ut Midland, MI 
294 Sr Grand Rapids, MI 
243 = So. Augusta, GA 
237). Green Oaks, IL 
252 «Fr. ~—« Grand Rapids, MI 
270) out. Lake Worth, FL 
225 Fr. Jackson, MI 
259 So. Sterling Heights, MI 
WT CL Hometown 
221 Wt Freeland, MI 
234 ~=Fr. ~~ Whitefish Bay, WI 
203s Sr. Saginaw, MI 
234 ‘Fr. Farmington Hills, MI 
233 Sr. Ann Arbor, MI 
242 Sr. Franklin, GA 
249 ~=~Fr. ~~ Traverse City, MI 
254 dr. Fort Wayne, IN 
213! Ue Kalamazoo, MI 
193i. Lake City, MI 
214s. Marshall, MI 
202 = So. DeSoto, TX 
256 Fr. Muskegon, MI 
274 ode. St. Joseph, MI 
W Hometown 

188 Fr Grand Rapids, MI 
181 —sFr. Lansing, MI 
185 So. Smyrna, GA 
214 St. Ford City, PA 
183 So. Wellington, FL 
202. = So. Burnaby, BC 
190 So. Warthen, GA 
196 = So. Haslett, MI 
187 So. Miramar, FL 
182 So. DeWitt, MI 


185 Fr. Pembroke Pines, FL 
181 So. Pompano Beach, FL 


170 =F _—séRiviera Beach, FL 

Hometown 
215 So. Menomonee Falls, WI 
219° Sr Highland, MI 
203—sFr. Grand Blanc, MI 
217s. Ubly, MI 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (7) 

Pos. No. Wane Class 
WR 80 Justin Gardner Sr. 
WR 32 _ Kito Poblah Fr. 
WR 87 __ Bryan Anderson So. 
LT 74 Andrew Hartline Jr 
LG 66 Jeff Maddux Fr. 
Cc 65 Mike Decker Sr. 
RG 69 _ Eric Tunney Sr. 
RT 77 Greg Wojt Jr. 
TE 45 Sam Williams So. 
QB 13  DanLeFevour So. 
RB 28 Ontario Sneed Jr 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


Pos. No. 
WR 89 
85 

2 

71 

56 

63 

66 

56 


Name 

Joe Bockheim 
Matt Torres 
Jemmy Jasmin 
Michael Raffaeli 
Andrew Cribbs 
Colin Miller 
Jeff Maddux 
Andrew Cribbs 
Andre Moore 
Brian Brunner 
Marcel Archer 


Name 

Frank Zombo 
Steven Friend 
Casey Droscha 
Larry Knight 
Victor Doman 
Red Keith 

Ike Brown 
Josh Gordy 
Chaz West 
Curtis Cutts 
Calvin Hissong 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


Name 

De’Onte Burnam 
Chris Boss 
Ronnie Ekdahl 
Sean Murnane 
David Lawrence 
Nick Bellore 
Jonathan Lapsley 
Josh Wilkins 
Tommy Mama 
Eric Fraser 
Kirkston Edwards 


Name Class 
Brett Hartmann So. 
Tony Mikulec Sr. 
Eric Fraser So. 
Jean Pitts So. 
Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Butch Jones 

Record at School: First Season 
Career Record: First Season 
Offensive Coordinator: Mike Bajakian 
Defensive Coordinator: Tim Banks 
Mount Pleasant, Mich. 

Kelly/Shorts Stadium (30,199) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Josh Allison DT 62" 245 Lake Orion, MI 
Lance Beers DE 63" 233 Dearborn Hts., MI 
Nick Bellore 1B 6'2" 240 ~——s Whitefish Bay, WI 
Zach Benke 1B S60" =. 200 Stevensville, MI 
Jason Bertoni LS 6'l" 265 W.Los Angeles, CA 
Dannie Bolden DB 60" = 170 Lansing, MI 
Taylor Bradley WR 61" = 189 Cincinnati, OH 
Johnnie Daniels LB." «215 Miami, FL 


Brandin Friske WR 63" 207 
E.J. McLaughlin DB 60" 203 


Columbiaville, MI 
E. Grand Rapids, MI 


dake Olson OL 68" 240 Hartford, WI 
Mike Petrucci LB 62". 208 Milford, MI 
Derek Rifenbury QB 63" = =205 Coconut Crek, FL 
Chris Starkey TE 64" 246 DeWitt, MI 
J.J. Watt TE 65" 240 Pewaukee, WI 
Rocky Weaver TE 66" 220 Battle Creek, MI 
Jeremy Wilson wR 63" 180 Davison, MI 


The Chippewas did pick up some players who should be strong 
contributors down the road. One of the more interesting 
components of the 2007 class was the signing of three tight ends, 
with Rocky Weaver the main man of the group. It wouldn’t be 
wrong to think that Derek Rifenbury will be throwing to those 
targets down the road, since he is a solid dropback prospect. Wide 
receiver Jeremy Wilson is another weapon who will help the 
offense, while E.J. McLaughlin, a safety is the top man from a 
defensive standpoint. Linebacker Nick Bellore enrolled early and 
will see some time there this year. One player who figures to see 
action right away is Jason Bertoni, a long-snapper who comes to 
the Chippewas from the junior college ranks. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 10-4 (7-1 MAC) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
A. 31 Boston College L 24-31 25,418 
S. 9 at Michigan L 17-41 108,712 
S. 16 Akron WwW 24-21 20,097 
S. 23 atEastern Mich. (ot) W 24-17 —- 111,686 
S. 30 at Kentucky L 36-45 54,566 
0. 7 atToledo WwW 42-20 20,419 
0. 14 Ball State Ww 18-7 21,103 
0. 19 Bowling Green W 31-14 =-:11,262 
N. 4 atTemple Ww 42-26 16,091 
N. 10 Western Michigan w 31-7 30,027 
N. 17 at Northern Illinois L 10-31 18,139 
N. 24 at Buffalo WwW 55-28 11,941 
N. 30 at Ohio Ww 31-10 25,483 
D. 26 #MiddleTennessee W 31-14 = 54,113 
#Motor City Bow! 
Passing Att, — Comp, Yds. TO Int. 
Dan LeFevour 388 247 83,031 26 10 
Brian Brunner 40 25 315 2 0 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. 0 
Ontario Sneed 135 764 5.7 4 
Dan LeFevour 132 521 3.9 Ff 
Marcel Archer 84 335 4.0 7 
Receiving Rec, Yds. Avg. 10 
Bryan Anderson 73 867 11.9 5 
Damien Linson 55 812 148 5 
Ontario Sneed 52 415 8.0 7 


Kicking: Rick Albreski, 12-20 FGs, 48-51 XPs, 84 points 
Tackles: Red Keith, 127; Doug Kress, 111 

Saeks: Dan Bazuin, 10.5 

{nlerceptions Pacino Horne, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


National Forecast 116 MAC West Prediction 


f you're an Eastern Michigan football 
fan, you have to find your reasons for 
optimism wherever they may appear. So, 
you don’t pay any attention to last year’s 
1-11 record, opting instead to focus on 
the fact that the Eagles lost six of their games 
by eight points or fewer. You concentrate on 
the 39 returning lettermen and hope fourth- 
year coach Jeff Genyk is indeed building a 
contender. What else is there to do? The 


Eagles will celebrate the 20th anniversary of 


their last MAC title this season by honoring 
the 1987 Eagle club that went 10-2 with a 
win over San Jose State in the California 
Bowl. Even though there is some reason for 
optimism, EMU must find ways to prevail 
in those close games and build some 
momentum that can lead to competing for 
championships and postseason berths. 


Quarterbacks Neither of the Eagles’ top two 
passers did much work during the spring, but 
each is expected to be ready for summer 
practices — and beyond. Expect to see Andy 
Schmitt under center, after a redshirt 
freshman season in which he led the Eagles in 
passing and rushing. Schmitt has good size 
and mobility, and he proved last season that 
he can be accurate. Now, he must improve his 
decision-making and get the Eagles into the 
end zone via the air. That’s going to require 
the ability to go downfield more, something 
he should improve at as he matures. Junior 
Tyler Jones started six games last year under 
center and was fairly solid, although he did 
throw nine interceptions. If Schmitt is the 
man, dont be surprised to see Jones at 
tailback, where he started twice in ’06. He 
also ended up second on the team in rushing. 


Running Backs When your two quarterbacks 
are leading the team in rushing, you know 
something's wrong in this area. Perhaps the 
healthy return of Pierre Walker, who started 
five games last season before suffering a foot 
injury, will help. The quick senior is a fine 
blocker who can work well inside. But 
Walker needs some help, because he isn’t a 
workhorse back. A pile of candidates has 
formed behind him, with juniors Terrence 
Blevins and Dwayne Harrison on top. But 
don't be surprised to see true freshman 
Dwayne Priest, from Fork Union Military 
Academy, get some carries early. 


Receivers If Schmitt is to become a more 
accomplished downfield passer, the Eagle 
targets must become adept at catching more 
than short throws and increase their ability to 
gain yardage after the reception. This is not a 
dynamic group of returnees. In fact, of the 
five top pass-catchers who are back from last 
year, only one averaged more than 10 yards 
per reception. That's poor. The tight end 
position is pretty set, with Ken Bohnet and 


6th 


John Bonner, neither of whom _ is 
overwhelming, although each will catch a 
pass here and there. 


Offensive Linemen With three starters 
returning up front, the Eagles are in pretty 
good shape, although none is considered a 
stalwart. The left side belongs to T.J. Lang, a 
tackle who started every game last year but 
weighs only 265, and guard Andy Fretz, 
another full-time starter from 2006. The 
other returning regular is senior right guard 
Khalid Walton, who impressed last year after 
moving over from the defensive front. 


NUMBERS GAME 


The Eagles ranked 12th in the 
1 MAC in scoring offense and 


rushing defense, two reasons 
for last year’s 1-11 record. 


Defensive Linemen This is one of the 
strengths of the EMU program. Three 
starters return, and one is senior tackle Jason 
Jones, who finished fifth in the country last 
year with 18.5 tackles for a loss. He and 
third-year starter Josh Hunt form a solid 
interior tandem, while junior Alan Cozart is 
a capable reserve. Senior Eric Young started 
nine times last year at left end after 
transferring from junior college. Expect 
junior Corey Riley to play the other side after 
registering 3.5 tackles for a loss in '06. 


Linebackers With two standouts returning, 
this area is in good shape as well. Leading the 
way is junior middle man Daniel Holtzclaw, 
who paced the team with 114 tackles in "06 
and has been a stalwart since coming to 
Ypsilanti. He'll have third-year starter Darran 
Matthews beside him on the strong side. 
Though sophomore Andre Hatchett (weak 
side) doesn’t have the same résumé as his 
linebacker mates, he has plenty of potential. 


Defensive Backs There 
experience among this bunch, too, beginning 
with safeties Chris May and Jacob Wyatt, 
both of whom registered 89 tackles last year. 
The cornerback situation will depend on 
whether part-time ’06 starters Duan Bracey 
and Blake Smith are able to work their way 
off the suspension list. 


Specialists When redshirt freshman Sean 
Dutcher made both his field goal attempts in 
the spring game, the Eagles were thrilled, 
because he steps in for Andrew Wellock, who 
graduated after setting practically every 
EMU kicking record. Punter Zach Johnson 
averaged 40.5 yards per kick as a redshirt 
freshman. 


is plenty of 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE EAGLES 


Tf you’re looking for a fast turnaround in 
Ypsilanti this year, you are asking for too 
much. The offense needs some 
playmakers, plain and simple. Although 
quarterback Andy Schmitt was accurate 
last year, he wasn’t able to eat up chunks 
of yardage downfield, due in large part to 
a group of receivers who didn’t have 
much speed. This year’s crop has 
experience but little gamebreaking 
history, something that must change. The 
ground game needs a boost, too, since 
last year’s two top rushers were 
quarterbacks, hardly the best way to 
promote offensive balance. Alas, there 
aren’t too many candidates for the big 
breakout on this side of the ball, so EMU 
will have to be content with gradual 
progress. The defensive picture looks a 
little brighter, although there is 
considerable work to do there. Standouts 
like Daniel Holtzclaw and Jason Jones 
are good fulcrums for the unit, but depth 
needs to be developed, and the frontline, 
which has experience, must also develop 
more heft and stubbornness. Do that, 
and the ground total allowed will 
dwindle, and the sack amount will rise. 
The secondary has promise, thanks to a 
deep crop, but it must get better at 
forcing turnovers, the better to help the 
offense play on a shorter field. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


at Pittsburgh 

Ball State 

at Northern Illinois 
Howard 

at Vanderbilt 

at Michigan 

at Ohio 
#Northwestern _ 
Western Michigan 
at Toledo 

Bowling Green 

at Central Michigan 
# Detroit, MI 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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2007 EASTERN MICHIGAN ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT 
12 Ceckiewicz, Brian QB 63" 209 
8 Jones, Tyler QB/RB 62" 225 
7 Schmitt, Andy QB 64" «221 
10 Thayer, Ben QB 63" 200 
Running Backs POS HT WT 
36 Blevins, Terrence TR 61" «235 
28 Harris, Tyree Te S56" =160 
24 Harrison, Dwayne RB 5" =. 206 
47 Neely, John Tt 8660" «200 
22 Priest, Dwayne RB 5" 185 
35 Robertson, Lu. TB 61" 200 
32 Walker, Pierre Ta S57" = =206 
Receivers POS HT WT 
82 Beard, Nate WR 5110" 170 
16 Bohnet, Ken TE 6S". 255 
17 Bonner, John TE 62" 220 
88 Brown, Jeff WR 62" 196 
87 Brown, Reggie WR 5S'll" Il 
86 Burke, Tyrone WR 510" 187 
45 Downs, Brandon TE 60" 247 
2 Gage, Dontayo WR 5‘ 188 
81 Graham, Michael WR 63" 200 
85 Hoover, Trevor WR 62" 200 
89 LeDuc, Josh TE 63" 209 
3 Lewis, Travis WR 62 197 
6 Paluch, Sonny TE 64" 220 
80 Pratt, Brandon WR 62° 190 
15. Stone, Jacory WR 61" 189 
84 Wade, Chris WR 60° 195 
18 White, DeAnthony WR 58" 178 
Offensive Linemen POS HT WT 
78 Davis, Eric Cc 62" 245 
65 DeMaster, Dan TOS) (265: 
60 Fretz, Andy G 62° 280 
55 Johnson, Stephen T. -6SY “260 
58 Keevan, Matt G 62° 220 
50 Lang, Tu. T 64" = 265 
69 Larkins, Chris T 62" 260 
73 Mayner, Desi C 61" «284 
64 Petersen, Ross G 65" 300 
63 Walton, Khalid G 64" 310 
74 Charles, Joe DL 60" 309 
98 Cozart, Allan DT’ 759" °254 
79 Downer, Christopher DL 520" 219 
31 Everson, Corey DE 60" 202 
91 Hunt, Josh DT 65" 280 
83 Jones, Jason DT 65" 262 
75 Owensby, Desmon OL 60" 230 
90 Radney, Chris DT 63" 245 
11 Riley, Corey DE 62" 230 
41 Smith, Spenser DE 62" 230 
92 Young, Eric DE 62" 235 
Linebackers POS HT WT 
43 Campa, Chris OLB 61" 220 
54 Hatchett, Andre OLB 511" 200 
44 Holtzclaw, Daniel MLB 61" 230 
46 Jackson, Korey LB OSM" «219 
42 Matthews, Darran OLB 60" 220 
29 Seaberry, Lorenzo MLB S'6" 195 
9 Selman, Cortland OW 60" 220 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT 
38 Almond, Michael DB 60" «175 
4 Bracey, Duan DB oS 189 
49 Brown, Julius cB 155 
26 Bryant, Zedrick cB C6": «195 
10 Downard, Ryan SS 61" 195 
57 Fort, Tim DB 60" «195 
30 Garrison, Lyle cB «OSs =170 
39 Glenn, Aaron DB OS® = 180 
34 Hunter, Derrick cB 60" «(180 
25 Jenkins, Jermaine FS 62" 200 
23 May, Chris FS 510" 200 
37 Mitchell, Mark OB 511" 190 
51 Pierce, Robert DB 60" = 187 
14 Smith, Blake DB él" $175 
21 Wyatt, Jacob SS 511" 194 
Specialists POS HT WT 
67 Dutcher, Sean K 510° 180 
33 Johnson, Zach P/K 60" 177 
53 Topolinski, Jerry tS 62" 245 
66 Treppa, Patrick K/P 5110" 150 


cL Hometown 
Sr. Inkster, MI 
Jr. Belleville, MI 
So. St. John’s, MI 
Fr. Kalamazoo, MI 
CL Hometown 
dr. Detroit, MI 
So. Flint, MI 
Jr N. Miami Beach, FL 
Sr. Detroit, MI 
Fr. Roanoke, VA 
Fr. Sterling Heights, MI 
Sr. Detroit, MI 
CL Hometown 
So. Westland, MI 


Sr Grand Ledge, MI 


dr. Dayton, OH 
Fr Springfield, OH 
Jr Detroit, MI 
Fr, Syracuse, NY 
So, Springfield, OH 
So. Pontiac, MI 
Fr. Richmond, VA 
So. Novi, MI 
Fr. Canton, MI 


Sr. Kalamazoo, MI 
Fr. Harper Woods, MI 


Fr. Wayne, MI 
So. Cleveland, OH 
Fr. Linden, MI 
Fr. Kennesaw, GA 
cL Hometown 
Fr. Southgate, MI 


Fr. UAnse Creuse, MI 
So. Kalamazoo, MI 


So. Holt, MI 
Fr. Spring Lake, MI 
dr Ferndale, MI 
Jr Hollywood, FL 
dt. Gaines, MI 
So. Homewood, IL 


Sr. Southfield, MI 


Hometown 
dr Coral Springs, FL 
dr. Detroit, MI 
Sr. Southfield, MI 
So. Detroit, MI 
dr. Jackson, MI 
Sr. Southfield, MI 
Fr. Flint, MI 
Fr, Detroit, MI 
dr. Boynton Beach, FL 
Jr. Detroit, MI 
Sr. Shiocton, WI 
cL Hometown 
So. Orlando, FL 
So. Indianapolis, IN 
dr. Enid, OK 
dr. Lansing, MI 
Sr. Redford, MI 
So. Cleveland, OH 
Jr. Detroit, MI 
cL Hometown 
Fr. Milpitas, CA 
Sr. Detroit, MI 
Sr. Washington, DC 
Jr. Immokalee, FL 
Fr. Lima, OH 
Fr Southfield, MI 


Jr. Beavercreek, OH 


Sr. Detroit, MI 
So. Southfield, MI 
dt. Saginaw, MI 
So, Jupiter, FL 
Fr. Blissfield, MI 
Fr. Detroit, MI 
Sr. Detroit, MI 
Jr. Lansing, MI 
cL Hometown 
Fr. Owosso, MI 
So. Springboro, OH 


Sr. Grand Blanc, MI 
Fr. Livonia, MI 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (6) 


WR 
WR 


QB 
TB 


85 


63 
55 
16 

7 
32 


Trevor Hoover 
Nate Beard 
Travis Lewis 
TJ. Lang 
Andy Fretz 
Desi Mayner 
Khalid Walton 
Stephen Johnson 
Ken Bohnet 
Andy Schmitt 
Pierre Walker 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


WR 
WR 


15 
2 
87 


Jacory Stone 
Dontayo Gage 
Reggie Brown 
Chris Larkins 
Ross Peterson 
Eric Davis 
Matt Keevan 
Dan DeMaster 
John Bonner 
Tyler Jones 
Dwayne Priest 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (8) 


DE 
oT 
DT 


Eric Young 
Jason Jones 
Josh Hunt 

Corey Riley 
Darran Matthews 
Daniel Holtzclaw 
Andre Hatchett 
Julius Brown 
Derrick Hunter 
Jacob Wyatt 
Chris May 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


DE 
DT 
OT 
DE 


Spenser Smith 
Alan Cozart 

Chris Radney 
Corey Everson 
Cortland Selman 
Lorenzo Seaberry 
Chris Campa 

Lyle Garrison 
Zedrick Bryant 
Ryan Downard 
Jermaine Jenkins 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Sean Dutcher 
Zach Johnson 
Julius Brown 
Julius Brown 


Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Jeff Genyk 
Record at School: 9-25 (3 years) 
Career Record: 9-25 (3 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Scott Isphording 
Defensive Coordinator: Jay Peterson 
Ypsilanti, Mich. 

Rynearson Stadium (30,200) 


Fr. 
So. 
Sr. 
Sr. 


2007 SIGNEES 


Chris Bittner A: «a Birmingham, MI 
Adam Brockman DL 63" 230 Lebanon, IN 
Bridger Buche OL 703") 260 Portland, MI 
Martavius Cardwell DB 5'10" 185 Flint, MI 
Aeric Clay RB 63" =. 217 Toledo, OH 
Darrell Davis-Budanauro OL 6'4". = 350-~—s Grand Rapids, MI 
Marcus English OB 61" ~=200 Trotwood, OH 
David Fox DB 62" ~=190 Muskegon, MI 
Maurice Goodrum RB 58" 190 Detroit, MI 
Derek Gotham OL 64" ~=280 South Lyon, MI 
Arrington Hicks DB 5'10" 170 Orlando, FL 
Trey Hunter WR S'll" 186 Cleveland, OH 
Jayson Jones RB 5'8" =—-:170 Jacksonville, FL 
Shawn Knight DB SL 075 Trotwood, OH 
Kevin Long DB 61" 195 Walled Lake, MI 
Kyle McMahon QB 6'3".— 200_~— Rochester Hills, MI 
Brad Ohrman DL. Oar 225 Adrian, MI 
Tyler Palsrock DL 64" 240 Vicksburg, MI 
Dwayne Priest RB 59" 185 Roanoke, VA 
Javon Reese DE. 63" ° 220 Ft. Wayne, IN 


Jeremy Shrieves DL 614" 260 
Brandon Slater DL 63" 240 
Jason Williams QB O6'3"——-:190 
Dan Youssif TE: «625.7 (245) 


Huber Heights, OH 
Southfield, MI 
Miamisburg, OH 
Birmingham, MI 


The Eagles’ 24-man class focused primarily on three areas. Six 
defensive backs and six D-linemen arrive in the fall, along with 
four running backs, including Dwayne Priest, who could play his 
way into the rotation as a true freshman. The top man in the 
secondary should be Kevin Long, a versatile athlete who starred 
on both sides of the ball in high school. Offensive linemen Derek 
Gotham and Darrell Davis-Budanauro are top prospects, and 
Maurice Goodrum, who gained 1,222 yards last year, is expected 
to help the ground attack down the road. Jeremy Shrieves, a 
decorated defensive tackle from Ohio, has a bright future as well. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: (1-11, 1-7 MAC) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
A. 31 at Ball State L 20-38 12,326 
S. 9 at Michigan State L 20-52 69,856 
S. 16 at Northwestern L 6-14 21,935 
S. 23 Central Michigan (ot) L 17-24 = 12,386 
S. 30 at UL Lafayette L 14-33 =: 15,923 
0. 14 at Bowling Green i 21-24 14,525 
0. 21 Toledo Ww 17-13 21,962 
0. 28 atWestern Michigan L 15-18 20,482 
N. 4 Ohio L 10-16 =—-:17,749 
N. 11 Navy L 21-49 15,816 
N. 17 at Kent State L 6-14 8,147 
N. 24 Northern Illinois L 0-27 9,637 
Passing Att. Comp. Yds. TD Int. 
Andy Schmitt 231 131 1,182 2 6 
Tyler Jones 134 74 754 4 9 
Rushing Att. Yds, Avg. = TD 
Andy Schmitt 107 461 4.3 4 
Tyler Jones 107 310 2.9 4 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. =: 10 
Eric Deslauriers 74 898 12.1 5 
Trumaine Riley 45 364 8.1 0 
Dontayo Gage 28 169 6.0 0 


Kicking: Andrew Wellock, 16-22 FGs, 15-15 XPs, 63 points 
Tackles: Daniel Holtzclaw, 114; Michael Richardson, 108 
Sacks: Two players tied with 4 


Returning Players in Bold 


National Forecast 96 MAC West Prediction 


orthern Illinois coach Joe Novak 

isn't resting on his laurels. Under 

Novak, the Huskies have posted 

seven straight winning seasons, 

participated in two bowl games in 
the last three years, racked up eight straight 
seasons with a 1,000-yard rusher, and sent 
more than their share of players to the NFL. 
Yet, Novak’s not satisfied. 

The source of his frustration stems from 
an embarrassing 37-7 loss to TCU in the 
Poinsettia Bowl — the Huskies’ largest 
margin of defeat in the last 58 games. “It was 
a disappointing year for everybody in this 
program,” Novak says. “For the first time, we 
underachieved. Before last year, we 
overachieved. It was a point of emphasis by 
everybody to get back on track.” 

The Huskies have become a mid-major 
power in recent years but have still not 
achieved Novak's ultimate goal of winning a 
MAC championship. Attaining that goal will 
be very difficult this season. Novak welcomes 
back 12 starters from last year’s 7-6 squad, 
but only four of the returning 12 starters have 
started more than one season, and the 
Huskies lack experience, with only 10 seniors. 


Quarterbacks Dan Nicholson’s résumé 
includes only five career starts, but the junior 
isn't short on  big-game _ experience. 
Nicholson started the 2005 MAC 
Championship Game and the Poinsettia 
Bowl last December. He possesses a rocket 
arm and isn’t afraid to run with the ball. The 
Huskies must keep Nicholson healthy. 
Reserves Ryan Morris and Billy Lowe have 
combined to throw one pass in college. 


Running Backs Garrett Wolfe, the nation’s 
leading rusher last fall, was responsible for 90 
percent of Northern Illinois’ rushing total. 
The loss of the school’s all-time leading 
rusher will no doubt be a big blow to an 
offense that relies on the run to set up the 
pass. A running back by committee approach 
will be incorporated. Returnees Montell 
Clanton, Justin Anderson and Cas Prime 
combined for 361 yards last year. Wolfe, who 
rushed for 1,928 yards in 2006, gained 353 
yards in one game, against Ball State. Former 
linebacker David Bryant has made the move 
to running back, and freshman Ricky Crider 
will also be in the mix for playing time. 


Receivers First-year receivers coach PJ. 
Fleck, a former NIU star, brings energy, 
enthusiasm and NFL experience to a corps of 
wideouts that returns its top three pass- 
catchers. Britt Davis struggled at times in his 
second season at his new position, but the 
former quarterback still caught 57 passes for 
731 yards as a sophomore last year. He's on 
the cusp of a breakout campaign. His 
brother, tight end Brandon Davis, proved to 


oth 


be a reliable target before suffering an injury 
late last season. 


Offensive Linemen The coaching staff tried 
several combinations in an effort to find 
consistency in 2006. While the changes 
made it difficult to establish continuity, it did 
allow some talented young players to gain 
experience. Sophomore Jason Onyebuagu is 
a rising star at right guard. Tackle Chris 
Acevedo is the lone senior on the line, and he 
will be asked to fill the leadership void 
created by the graduation of Doug Free, a 


three-time All-MAC pick. 


NUMBERS GAME 
Northern Illinois won a total 

1 h two seasons. Not bad, but not 

up to recent Huskie 


of 14 games over the past 
standards. NIU went 19-5 in 2003-04. 


Defensive Linemen The line lacks a proven 
run-stuffer, so this unit will rely on speed and 
depth. Junior end Larry English is set for 
another big season. The All-MAC selection 
finished with 11.5 sacks last year, a half'a sack 
shy of the school record. Craig Rusch 
provides versatility with his ability to play 
inside or outside. The coaching staff expects 
seniors Zack Holycross and Adam Schroeder 
to provide stability. 


Linebackers The Huskies are blessed 
with some quality players at 
linebacker. Phil Brown returns after 
missing last year because of a knee 
injury following a promising freshman 
season. Middle linebacker Tim McCarthy 
isn't flashy, but he racked up triple digits in 
tackles each of his first two seasons. Cory 
Hanson impressed the coaching staff with his 
playmaking abilities as a freshman. 


Defensive Backs Depth won't be a problem 
in the secondary. The Huskies lost three 
starters from last year’s team but feature 
several emerging stars. Senior strong safety 
Mark Reiter anchors the young group. Junior 
college transfer Chase Carter and Melvin 
Rice form an athletic duo at the corner spots. 
Bradley Pruitt and Spencer Williamson can 
help out at corner or the safety spots. 


Specialists Chris Nendick has filled the 
immense shoes of his predecessor, four-time 
All-MAC kicker Steve Azar. Nendick already 
owns several school records and is motivated 
to prove that last year’s seven missed field 
goals were a fluke. Questions remain at punt 
and kick returner. Punter Andy Dittbenner 
returns for his third year. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE HUSKIES 


Northern Illinois lost four potential NFL 
players from last year’s offense and 
doesn’t have star-quality players to fill 
three of those holes. The Huskies relied 
on tailback Garrett Wolfe too much last 
fall; he accounted for 90.0 percent of 
NIU’s rushing yards. The most logical 
choice to replace Wolfe is junior \iontell 
Clanton, who missed most of last season 
with a knee injury. The lack of a proven 
runner might end NIU’s run of eight 
straight seasons with a 1,000-yard 
rusher. The offensive line was a big 
reason for the inconsistency on offense 
last year. Losing four-year starter Doug 
Free won’t help matters. Quarterback 
Dan Nicholson finally gets a chance to 
showcase his strong arm and leadership 
as a full-time starter. But the offense 
figures to have trouble scoring points, 
forcing the defense to carry the load in 
an offensive-oriented conference. Still, 
NIU’s defense might be its best unit in 
years. The linebacking unit, headlined by 
Cory Hanson and Tim McCarthy, is fast, 
athletic and talented. The secondary is 
deep despite having only two players, 
strong safety Mark Reiter and cornerback 
Melvin Rice, with significant experience. 
The Huskies have recorded seven straight 
winning seasons, but number eight might 
be hard to attain with only 10 seniors on 
the roster. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


#lowa 
Southern Illinois 
Eastern Michigan 
atIdaho 
at Central Michigan 
at Temple 
Western Michigan 

) at Wisconsin 

__at Toledo 
Kent State 

7 at Navy _ 

.24 Ball State 
__#Chicago, IL __ 


*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W or L indicates @ projected win or loss 
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Northern Illinois SID 


2007 NORTHERN ILLINOIS ROSTER 


Quarterbacks 

1 Blalock, Paul 

10 Lowe, Billy 

15 Morris, Ryan 

19 Nicholson, Dan 
Running Backs 

21 Anderson, Justin 
8 Bobo, Isaac 
Bryant, David 

20 Clanton, Montell 
28 Crider, Ricky 

22 Prime, Cas 
Schiffler, Matt 
Thornton, Mike 
Receivers 

13. Adonis, Evans 

2 Ajose, Ade 

Beal, Brandon 
Beckner, Bryan 
Clasey, Tyler 
Cunningham, Reed 
87 Davis, Brandon 
Davis, Britt 

76 Holmes, Nico 
Kelly, Tom 

31 Knight, Ter 

91 Koronkiewicz, David 
ll Lewis, Marcus 
16 Mucherheide, Matt 
Perez, Marcus 
85 Simon, Matt 
Sims, Vernon 

17 Turner, Greg 

93 Wild, Shaun 

82 Williams, Preston 
Offensive Linemen 
70 Acevedo, Chris 
50 Adamski, Eddie 
60 Brost, Jon 

67 Ellison, Jon 

Gill, Ethan 
Holmes, Tony 

78 Keller, Dan 

77 Mayerbock, Tim 
65 Onyebuagu, Jason 
59 Skatrud, Kevin 
61 Tense, Panan 
64 Wertz, Jake 
Defensive Linemen 
49 Antonacci, Anthony 
56 Bice, Brandon 


> 
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75 Harris, Quincy 
63 Holycross, Zack 
90 Jackson, Ed 

58 Krause, Mike 
69 Krutsch, Alex 
95 Oruche, Robert 
99 Rusch, Craig 
92 Schroeder, Adam 


Linebackers 


9 Allen, Josh 

52 Brown, Phil 

47 Cruikshank, Jason 
34 Flahive, Connor 
43. Griffin, Ta. 

26 Hanson, Cory 
23. Ibarra, Saul 

22 Kamenjarin, Nick 
48 Kritikos, Mike 
57 Larsen, Zach 

45 Lepper, Mike 

19 Maebane, David 
53 McCarthy, Tim 
17 Smothers, Kevin 
42 Tranchitella, John 
40 Tsutsumi, William 
Defensive Backs 
36 Carter, Chase 
32 Fontana, Jeff 
36 Ikegwuony, Bill 
30 Jefferies, James 
42. Kremer, John 
37 Kube, Alex 

11 Mason, Anthony 
6 Matthew, Vincent 
12 Pratt, David 

24 Pruitt, Bradley 
8 Reiter, Mark 

2 Rice, Melvin 

38 Sobol, Mike 

39 Stewart, Justin 
27. Williamson, Spencer 
Specialists 

18 Dittbenner, Andy 
25 Nendick, Chris 
li Salerno, Mike 


POS HT 
QB 60" 
08 (6g 
QB 62 
QB 62" 
POS _ HT 
Sil 
1 510" 
RB 510" 
5% 
B59" 
8 6" 
1B 59" 
RB 60" 
POS _HT 
WR 60" 
WR S10" 
TE 63" 
TE 64" 
WR 61" 
TE 64" 
TE 64" 
WR 62" 
WR 5110" 
TE 63" 
WR 61" 
TE 63" 
WR 62" 
WR S10" 
WR Sil" 
WR 62" 
TE 65" 
WR 60" 
WR 61" 
WR Sil" 
POS HT 
6 6s" 
Gee 
T 66" 
c 6S" 
Ces 
T 66! 
Gee 
G aa" 
G 62" 
T 66! 
G64" 
. oe 
POS _HT 
DE 61" 
DE 63" 
DE 63" 
DE 63" 
DE 62" 
oT ait 
oT 6S 
DE 6a" 
m1 63 
DT 62" 
DE 64" 
DT 64" 
DT __ 65" 
‘BSI 
(8 Sil" 
1B 63" 
1B 60" 
1B 60" 
‘iB 6" 
ig 510" 
1B 6" 
1B 62" 
1B 60" 
1B 62" 
1B 60" 
1B 60" 
1B 60" 
1B 62" 
1B 6" 
Sil" 
ss il" 
ss 510" 
BOS 
pp Sul" 
FSG" 
DB Sill" 
cB Sid" 
DB él" 
DB 6" 
ss 6" 
cB SiG" 
SS 60" 
FS 6" 
FS 62" 
POS HT 
Pp él" 
K Sil" 
wp Sil" 


WT 
222 
214 
203 
196 
WT 
218 


185 
WT 
170 


a? 


244 
250 
178 
245 


172 
WT 
304 


WT 


WT 
201 
183 
160 


cL Hometown 
So. Aurora, IL 
Fr. Lakeland, FL 
So. Carol Stream, IL 
Jr. Chicago, IL 
CL Hometown 
So. Chicago 
Je. Urbana, IL 
So. St. Louis, MO 
ur. Rockford, IL 
Fr, Evansville, IN 
Sr. Janesville, WI 
So. LaGrange Park, IL 
So. Chicago, IL 
CL Hometown 
dr. Miami, FL 
So. Chicago, IL 
dr. Kirkwood, MO 
Fr. Bourbonnais, IL. 
Fr, Champaign, IL 
So. Cambria, WI 
Sr. Broadview, IL 
Jr. Broadview, IL 
Fr Woodbury, MN 
Sr. Elgin, IL 
Fr. Park Ridge, IL 
dr Goshen, IN 
So, Gurnee, IL 
Fr. Naperville, IL 
Jr. Elkhart, IN 
Jr. Farmington, MN 
Fr. Rockford, IL 
Je Glendale Heights, IL 


Fr Brown Deer, WI 


So. Urbana, IL 
cL Hometown 
Sr. lyons, IL 
So. Kildeer, IL 
dr. Maple Grove, MN 
dr. Rockford, IL 


So. Sun Prairie, WI 


So. Woodbury, MN 
So, Racine, WI 
So. Chicago, IL 
So. Indianapolis, IN 
So. Brodhead, WI 
Fr. Hillside, IL 
So. Prairie View, IL 
CL Hometown 
So. Naperville 
So. McCook, IL 
Fr. German Valley, IL 
Jr Aurora, IL 
So. Mequon, WI 
Fr. Chicago, IL 
Sr. Georgetown, IL 
Fr, Belleville, IL 
Fr. Germantown, WI 


dr. Schaumburg, IL 


Sr. Bensenville, IL 
df. Hilbert, WI 
Sr. Loves Park, IL 

Hometown 
dr. North Chicago, IL 
So. Chicago, IL 
Fr Elk Grove, IL 
Fr. Niles, IL 
Jr. Carol Stream, IL 


So. Minneapoiis, MN 
Sr. Elmwood Park, IL 


Fr. Chicago, IL 
So, Addison, IL 
So. Northfield, MN 
Fr. Oak Lawn, IL 
So. Park Forest, IL 
Jr. Neenah, WI 
Fr, West Chicago, IL 
So. Addison, IL 
Jr. Arlington Heights, IL 

Hometown 
Jr. Wichita, KS 
So. Libertyville, IL 
Jr. Madison, WI 
Fr. Chicago, IL 
Fr. Oswego, IL 
Fr. Cary, IL 
So. Hopkins Park, IL 
dr. Miami, FL 
So. Macomb, IL 
dr. Chicago, IL 
Sr. New Lenox, IL 
Jr. Chicago, IL 
Fr. Pevely, MO 
Fr. OFallon, IL 
So. Elkhart, IN 
CL Hometown 
Jr Bloomington, IL 
Sr. Naperville, IL 
So, Orland Park, IL 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


Britt Davis 
Matt Simon 
Greg Turner 
Chris Acevedo 
Tim Mayerbock 
Eddie Adamski 
Jason Onyebuagu 
Jon Brost 
Brandon Davis 
Dan Nicholson 
Montell Clanton 


Marcus Perez 
Marcus Lewis 
Evans Adonis 
Tony Holmes 
Kevin Skatrud 
Jon Ellison 
Dan Keller 
Jake Wertz 
Brandon Beal 
Ryan Morris 
Justin Anderson 


Brandon Bice 
Alex Krutsch 
Craig Rusch 
Larry English 
John Tranchitella 
Tim McCarthy 
Cory Hanson 
Melvin Rice 
Chase Carter 
Mark Reiter 
Spencer Williamson 


Anthony Antonacci 
Adam Schroeder 
Zack Holycross 
Robert Oruche 
Phil Brown 

TJ. Griffin 

Josh Allen 
Anthony Mason 
Bradley Pruitt 
Jeff Fontana 
Alex Kube 


Chris Nendick 
Andy Dittbenner 
Marcus Perez 
Matt Simon 


Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Joe Novak 

Record at School: 61-66 (12 years) 
Career Record: 61-66 (12 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Roy Wittke 
Defensive Coordinator: Denny Doornbos 


Huskie Stadium (28,000) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Chase Carter DB OS'11"=—-:180 Wichita, KS 
Landon Cox WR 63" 195 Calumet City, IL 
Patrick George DB 5S'11" = 180 Chicago, IL 
DeMarcus Grady QB 6" 195 Grand Rapids, MI 
Chandler Harnish QB S63" —.205 Bluffton, IN 
Dan Hilbert LB 6'2", 200 Plainfield, IL 
John Hopkins DE. 16" 230 St. Louis, MO 
Adam Kiel DE. 6? 273 Wentzville, MO 
Ron Newcomb DL 63" °229 Wheatfield, IN 
Trevor Olson OL 66" 260 Richfield, MN 
Keith Otis OL 64" 305 Chicago, IL 
Nathan Palmer WR S5'1l" 170 Elkhart, IN 
Did. Pirkle DL 6" 295 Frankfort, IL 
Pat Schiller LB: 62" 210 Geneva, IL 
Kyle Skarb LB 60". 210:~Hawthorn Woods, IL 
Alan Smith TB 5'10" +190 Naperville, IL 
Boone Thorgesen QB 6'" =: 180 Elburn, IL 
Scott Wedige OL 64" 275 Elkhorn, WI 
Tracy Wilson DB OS‘11"=— 205 Harvey, IL 


The Huskies signed 19 players from seven different states, but 
the majority of the haul came from Illinois. The class doesn’t have 
many big names but features several tough, hard-nosed players. 
Joe Novak stuck to his roots and signed 10 players from Illinois 
with an emphasis toward the offensive line, secondary and 
quarterback. The Huskies filled a need by signing three 
quarterbacks, with multi-dimensional DeMarcus Grady the best of 
the bunch. Grady’s brother, Kevin, plays tailback at Michigan. 
Novak broke his tradition of recruiting exclusively prep players to 
ink junior college cornerback Chase Carter to plug a gap in the 
secondary. Tailback Alan Smith missed most of last season 
because of an injury but is expected to compete for playing time. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 7-6 (5-3 MAC) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 


S. 2 at Ohio State L 12-35 103,896 
S. 9 Ohio L 23-35 = 19,341 
S. 16 Buffalo W 31-13 .21,117 
S. 23 Indiana State Ww 48-14 19,720 
S. 30 at Ball State WwW 40-28 10,128 
0. 8 at Miami (Ohio) Ww 28-25 12,197 
0. 14 atWestern Michigan L 14-16 =19,275 
0. 21 Temple Ww 43-21 27,039 
0. 28 at Iowa L 14-24 = 70,585 
N. 7 Toledo L 13-17. 19,267 
N. 17 Central Michigan Ww 31-10 = =18,139 
N. 24 atEastern Michigan W 27- 0 8,937 
D. 19 #TCU L 7-37 ~—.29,709 


#Poinsettia Bowl 


2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing Att. Comp. Yds. TD Int. 
Phil Horvath 269 157 —-1,932 ll 9 
Dan Nicholson 115 60 648 5 6 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. TD 
Garrett Wolfe 309 = 1,928 6.2 18 
Cas Prime 35 142 4.1 0 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. 1D 
Britt Davis 57 731 12.8 3 
Marcus Perez 30 406 13.5 5 
Garrett Wolfe 28 249 8.9 1 
Brandon Davis 23 243 10.6 2 


Kicking: Chris Nendick, 20-27 FGs, 35-36 XPs, 95 points 
Tackles: Dustin Utschig, 116; Tim McCarthy, 111 
Sacks: Larry English, 11.5 


Interceptions: Two players tied with 2 
Returning Players in Bold 
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return to glory is the ambitious plan 
for this program, which has been one 
of the MAC’s dominant teams over 
the past decade, but serious issues 
cloud the path back to the top. There 
is uncertainty at the quarterback position, 
where the spread offense has to get its spark. 
And with both Purdue and Iowa State on the 
early schedule, finding the success needed to 
secure some confidence won't come easily. 

The Rockets, who return 15 starters from 
last season's 5-7 team that had 12 true 
freshmen in significant roles, are functioning 
under the pall of an investigation over point- 
shaving allegations raised by the FBI. 

The fallout from that inquiry could 
eventually claim players or coaches, bring 
about the loss of scholarships, and cripple the 
program. Tom Amstutz, Toledo’s hometown 
head coach and loveable bear of a man, will 
need to do his best work to keep the focus on 
blocking and tackling with all of the 
distractions swirling around his program. 


Quarterbacks A three-man chess match took 
place in the spring, and it will continue into 
fall workouts with the potential addition of 
new participants. Toledo struggled at the 
quarterback position in 2006, with junior 
Clint Cochran missing five games with a knee 
injury, and then true freshman Aaron Opelt 
pressed into service to start six games. 
Cochran is back to full strength, and Opelr 
has the experience of facing live fire. 
Sophomore Brandon Summers will push that 
duo. Amstutz has demonstrated that he'll pull 
the trigger and throw younger players into the 
mix, so recruits Travaris Cadet and D.]J. 
Lenehan could be part of the big picture. 


Running Backs Toledo's offensive 

fortunes are staked on senior Jalen 
ES Parmele having a championship- 

caliber season. The first-team All- 
MAC pick in 2006 had 1,131 yards and 
eight TDs. Parmele could punch his ticket to 
the NFL with another big year. There is 
plenty of depth, so fresh legs should not be 
an issue. Junior Richard Davis and 
sophomore DaJuane Collins have both 
demonstrated the skills and potential to be 
more than backups at this position. 


Receivers With the loss of the school’s No. 2 
all-time receiver Steve Odom, the lead role is 
likely to go to Nick Moore, who has big-play 
potential. Stephen Williams teams with him 
to give Toledo some of the tallest receivers it’s 
ever had. Throw in David Washington on 
four-receiver sets, and the group gets even 
bigger. The 5'8" Andrew Hawkins is the 
exception; he provides a deep threat. All- 
MAC first-team tight end Chris Hopkins 
returns, and backup John Allen could be a 
star on most MAC teams. 


3rd 


Offensive Linemen With Lombardi Award 
candidate John Greco at tackle, the Rockets 
have their anchor. Greco, a two-time first- 
team All-MAC left tackle, has been a starter 
for every game of his career, a string of 37 
consecutive games. He leads a solid group 
that is critical to the success of Toledo's 
uncertain quarterback position. Freshmen 
Jan Gewont and Chris Meenan are atop the 
depth chart at guard and tackle, respectively. 
Levi George and Patrick Dawson are battling 
it out for the center position, while Jared 
Dewalt looks like he has the inside track at 
the other guard. 


NUMBERS GAME 


Everything the Rockets do 
b with their spread offense 


hinges on presenting a 

rushing threat. Senior Jalen 
Parmele averaged 5.5 yards per carry 
last season and provides that threat. 


Defensive Linemen This is one of the deepest 
and most athletic groups Toledo has ever had. 
Seniors Sean Williamson, Bernard Faithful, 
Patrick Clark and Tyree Pollard all have 
plenty of stamps on their stadium passports. 
Doug Westbrook and Skylaar Constant bring 
plenty to the table, and they'll enable Toledo 
to keep fresh bodies in attack mode. 


Linebackers The Rockets are two-deep in 
veterans here, with more than adequate 
backups pressing for playing time. Senior 
Greg Hay and junior Keith Forestal lead a 
physical and imposing collection of 
headhunters. Sophomores Eric Heller and 
Derrick Summers are backups who will make 
their share of plays. 


Defensive Backs It’s rare for a true freshman 
to make first-team all-conference, but 
Toledo's Barry Church did, and he appears 
headed for greatness. He started all 12 games, 
was second on the team with 71 tackles and 
returned two of his four interceptions for 
touchdowns. Senior Tyrrell Herbert brings a 
wealth of experience to the other safety spot, 
while senior Nigel Morris will be in his fourth 
year as a starter at one corner. Walter Atkins 
and Greg Harris will work the other corner, 
giving Amstutz confidence in the group as 
one of his most reliable. 


Specialists Senior punter Brett Kern 
averaged better than 40 yards per kick and 
knocked 21 of them inside the 20-yard line. 
Amstutz has a disdain for field goals, so 
sophomore kicker Alex Steigerwald won't get 
many chances. He made 7-of-8 field goals 
and 30-of-31 extra points a year ago. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE ROCKETS 


Tom Amstutz has had the Rockets at or 
near the top of the MAC every year since 
he took over the program — before last 
season’s precipitous fall. Look for the 
gregarious former defensive coordinator 
to shake things up this season, push the 
buttons on position changes if the 
Rockets are not progressing to meet his 
demands, and get his hands on the 
controls if the offense struggles. Amstutz 
needs one of his three quarterbacks to 
surge to the forefront and command that 
job, or the spread will fracture like it did 
in 2006. Toledo is also counting on 
another All-MAC performance from 
tailback Jalen Parmele, who rushed for 
1,131 yards last season. Tight end Chris 
Hopkins and tackle and Lombardi Award 
candidate John Greco give the Rockets 
two all-conference talents up front. 
Safety Barry Church, an All-MAC pick as 
a freshman, is headed for greatness. He 
gives the Rockets a difference-maker in 
the secondary. The Rockets need to come 
through a rugged first month that 
includes dates with Purdue, Kansas and 
Iowa State, without significant injuries, 
then find out if those old game faces 
from the championship years still fit. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


Purdue 

at Central Michigan 
at Kansas 

lowa State 
Western Michigan 
Liberty 

at Buffalo 

Ohio 

Northern Illinois 
Eastern Michigan 
at Ball State 

23 _at Bowling Green 
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*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season. 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 


Toledo SID 


2007 TOLEDO ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 
11 Cochran, Clint QB 63" 205) ut Wadsworth, OH 
13 Dorsch, Jw. QB 64 «(190s Fr. San Diego, CA 
19 Opelt, Aaron QB 62" «205 ~— So. Fremont, OH 
6 Summers, Brandon QB 60 «(187 So. Southfield, MI 
Running Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
22 Collins, DaJuane RB 510" 200 So. Westville, NU 
27 Davis, Richard RB 60" 200 dr. Warren, OH 
25 Frieson, Bruce RB OS (190). Cleveland, OH 
23 Jones, Dontae RB 6M") 210 Fr. Orlando, FL 
10 MecDougle, Scooter RB 60" «245 = Sr._—_— East Cleveland, OH 
33 Parmele, Jalen RB 60" 222) Sr. Midland, MI 
43 Shreve, Joel RB O50" 21. Se Detroit, MI 
37 Ware, DeAndre RB OS" = «180s Fr. Toledo, OH 
38 Washington, Jason RB OGY «210s. Toledo, OH 
34 Willis, Chris RB O50" 180) Fr. Toledo, OH 
Receivers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
83 Allen, John TE 665" 215 Ut Chicago, IL 
85. Bailey, Robin WR 6" 187 = So. Columbus, OH 
81 Burzine, Tom Te 64 232 = So. Bohemia, NY 
82 Fought, Matt Te =«64" «= 210—sFr. Ottawa, OH 
47 Gilliam, Dominic Te 63" 230 Fr Cleveland, OH 
2 Hawkins, Andrew WR 58" 163 Sr. Johnstown, PA 
91 Hopkins, Chris TE..2 See (255. # Se Chicago, IL 
28 Hubbard, Shane WR 510° 185 Fr Petersburg, MI 
8 Lewis, David WR 62" 190) Ft Akron, OH 
1 Moore, Nick WR 64" 192) db Westerville, OH 
23 Murphy, Chris WR 62" 164 = So. Columbus, OH 
49 Norris, Mike WR Sil" 182 = Sr. Sylvania, OH 
84 Redd, Andre WR Sil” 19% ut Jamaica, NY 
87 Silva, Chris WR 57 160) Fr Baldwinsville, NY 
5 Smith, Trumaine WR 64" 211 de Warrensville Hts., OH 
4 Washington, David WR 66° 219) S&. Baytown, TX 
88 Williams, Stephen WR 65° 18 So. Houston, TX 
Offensive Linemen POS HT WT CL Hometown 
63 Aguwa, Jerry T 64" = =295 = Sr. West Bloomfield, MI 
71 Azner, Sam OL 65° 281 So Wayne, NJ 
97 Carothers, Brian T 63" 280 or Cleveland, OH 
72 Dawson, Patrick C 63° «4280 Ue Greensburg, PA 
68 Dewalt, Jared G 64 295 So. Lyndhurst, OH 
65 Dyko, Chris G 62 304 So. Toledo, OH 
50 Garrett, Buster OL 63" 272 So. Ponte Vedra Bch., FL 
55 George, Levi c 61" 302). Warren, OH 
76 Gewont, Jan G 66" 305 Fr. Palos Heights, IL 
67 Glaser, Shawn OL 68" 298 So. Fairlawn, OH 
79 Greco, John T 6s" 318 = Se Youngstown, OH 
75 Jones, Nick oO 64" 300 Fr Kingston, OH 
78 Kilgo, Kevin OL 65" 273 So. Sterling Heights, MI 
62 Meenan, Chris T “6% 200° OR Wooster, OH 
64 Perkins, David G 62 38S 

87 Clark, Patrick DT «(64 = 266 Se Northville, MI 
65 Cole, Nate DOL 62 285 Fr Trotwood, OH 
57 Collins, Justin DO 637” 25). Sk Columbus, OH 
89 Constant, Skylar OT 64 265 So. Bedford, OH 
94 Duhé, John OL 6% Bl SS. Weston, FL 
90 Faithful, Bernard DE 63° 240 Sr. Detroit, MI 
98 Hill, Maurice OT 62° 275 So. Bolingbrook, IL 
40 Johnson, Alex Die 2% (235° 'Fe Lansdale, PA 
95 Lawrence, Nick DE’ ‘63 220° \Se Detroit, MI 
75 Martin, Alfred OL 65" 255 or South Euclid, OH 
61 Pollard, Tyree Dt 6S?" 312 Se Indianapolis, IN 
41 Shumaker, Matt OL 61" 22 = So. Delphos, OH 
99 Underwood, Joe OL 63° 240 Fr Youngstown, OH 
58 Westbrook, Douglas DE 63" 215 So. Pompano Beach, FL 
92 Williamson, Sean DE 62 265. Sx White Lake, MI 
Linebackers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
48 Brudzinski, Beau ww él" 204 So. Weston, FL 
27 Burns, Matt LB 61" «200s Fr. =~ St. Thomas, U.S. VI 
42 Donald, Archie (iB 62 230 So. Pittsburgh, PA 
59 Fatula, David iB 5” 6189) ot Steubenville, OH 
54 Forestal, Keith B63" «215 sd. Liberty Township, OH 
32. Hay, Greg iB 62" 200 Sr. Walled Lake, MI 
46 Heller, Eric \B 60° 219 ut Columbus, OH 
47 Morrison, Steven B62 220 Se Queens, NY 
56 Summers, Derrick 1B O62" 235 So. Southfield, MI 
Defensive Backs POS HT WT CL Hometown 
36 Allen, Jesse cB O60” «190 ~—s Fr. ~—s Orange Village, OH 
37. Atkins, Walter CB Gl" 182. = So, Pompano Beach, FL 
2 Best, Lorenzo £5 UDP 1G iE Columbus, OH 
24 Brown, Keiron FS Sl" 176 Margate, FL 
8 Church, Barry SS. G35" (26 Sa, Pittsburgh, PA 
20. Faison, Chris SS 61" 169 So, Bloomfield Hills, MI 
26 Green, Jeff SS 62° 185 ur Westville, Nu 
30. Harris, Greg cBeC«i«ékSCiCd'S?/sCsséFr Mt. Vernon, NY 
28 Herbert, Tyrrell Ba: #62) 900 Se Pittsburgh, PA 
29° Jackson, Mark S; use 1105 i Canton, OH 
3 Marrow, Desmond = 63" 196 = So. Youngstown, OH 
21. Morris, Nigel cB C6 18S Se. Nyack, NY 
34 Richmond, Lester Ss 61" 184 = So. Chicago, IL 
31. Shuler, Joe cB C62" —s«172 So Orlando, FL 
41 Kern, Brett Pi SOS 195 Se Grand Island, NY 
14 Krispinsky, Michael K 510° 185 Sr Ashland, OH 
17 Mack, Jeremy 1S: 0G) 2156 i Greenwood, IN 
85 Steigerwald, Alex K 511" 170 ~~ So. Mayfield Village, OH 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (8) 


WR Stephen Williams 
Andrew Hawkins 
Nick Moore 
John Greco 
Jared Dewalt 
Levi George 
Jan Gewont 
Chris Meenan 
Chris Hopkins 
Aaron Opelt 
Jalen Parmele 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


WR David Washington 
Andre Redd 
Trumaine Smith 
Brian Carothers 
David Perkins 
Patrick Dawson 
Chris Dyko 
Jerry Aguwa 
John Allen 
Clint Cochran 
DaJuane Collins 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (7) 


DE Sean Williamson 

DT Skylaar Constant 

DT Tyree Pollard 
Douglas Westbrook 
Greg Hay 
Keith Forestal 
Nigel Morris 
Walter Atkins 
Barry Church 
Tyrrell Herbert 
Lester Richmond 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


DE Bernard Faithful 
Patrick Clark 
Maurice Hill 
Nick Lawrence 
Eric Heller 
Derrick Summers 
Joe Shuler 
Greg Harris 
Jeff Green 
Keiron Brown 
Desmond Marrow 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Alex Steigerwald So. 
Brett Kern Sr. 
Jalen Parmele Sr. 
Andrew Hawkins Sr. 
Returning Starters In Bold 


Head Coach: Tom Amstutz 

Record at School: 50-25 (6 years) 
Career Record: 50-25 (6 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: John Shannon 
Defensive Coordinator: Tim Rose 
Toledo, Ohio 

Glass Bowl (26.248) 


2007 SIGNEES 


Disi Alexander LB 62". 200 
Sean Berry OL/DL 6'7" 275 
Matt Bradbury OL 64" =. 285 
Brett Brodbeck K Sry “175 
Travaris Cadet QB 60" =: 196 
Tim Cortazzo WR 6'1" 18 
Kaunda Hancock WR 60" 182 
Jerome Jones TE? 67% » 1220 
Kevin Kowalski OL 64" = =270 
DJ. Lenehan QB 63": 190 
Tamawi McGhee S 60" 190 
Danny Noble TE 65" 220 
Marlin Parker DE* JG2y * 2385 
Tyson Patrick DL 62" 220 
Drey’Lon Pree 1B 62" 200 
Hosea Simpson RB S'" =: 196 
Adonis Thomas RB 5'10" +170 
Mike VanDerMeulen OL 67" 290 
Gordon Warner RB/SL 510" 185 
Morgan Williams RB 60" 190 


Canton, OH 
Irvington, Nu 
Elmhurst, IL 
Brentwood, TN 
Miami, FL 

Irwin, PA 
Detroit, MI 
Youngstown, OH 
Macedonia, OH 
Easton, PA 
Steubenville, OH 
Elyria, OH 
Warren, OH 
Trotwood, OH 
Steubenville, OH 
Cincinnati, OH 
Newark, Nd 
Marshall, MI 
Miami, FL 
Canton, OH 


The best fix for a program that dropped off the radar in 2006 was 
an infusion of personnel that could help rectify the situation 
immediately. Toledo collected what was regarded as one of the top 
classes in the MAC, with the idea that a number of “now” players 
were in the hoard. With the uncertainty at the quarterback 
position, Tom Amstutz was able to sell Toledo to dual-threat 
Travaris Cadet, a 60", 196 pounder from Miami who was good 
enough to make second-team all-state in Class 6A. The fact Toledo 
played true freshman Aaron Opelt at quarterback last season 
shows that Amstutz will go with youth. That quarterback field got 
even more crowded when D.J. Lenehan from Pennsylvania came 
aboard. He owns the second-best career passing total in 
Pennsylvania high school history with 7,765 yards. He also threw 
for 71 touchdowns and ran for 1,685 yards in his four-year career. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 5-7 (3-5 MAC) 
Date Opponent 

31 at Iowa State 
9 at Western Michigan 
15 Kansas 
23 McNeese State 
30 at Pittsburgh 
7 Central Michigan 
at Kent State 
21 at Eastern Michigan 
28 Akron 
7 at Northern Illinois 
14 Ball State 
21 Bowling Green 
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Score Result 


L 
L 
W 
W 
L 
L 
L 
L 
W 
W 


L 
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2006 INDIVIDUAL STAT 


Passing Att. 
Aaron Opelt 188 
Clint Cochran 169 
Rushing Att. 
Jalen Parmele 207 
Richard Davis 87 
Receiving Rec. 
Chris Hopkins 54 
Steve Odom 46 
Richard Davis 21 
Nick Moore 20 


Comp. 
102 
96 
Yds. 
1,131 
282 
Yds. 
565 
428 
160 
200 


Att. 
43-45 42,531 
10-31 24,806 
37-31 22,118 
41-7 20,057 
3-45 =. 21,212 
20-42 =. 20,419 
14-40 =. 20,212 
13-17. 21,262 
35-20 19,331 
17-13 19,267 
17-20 = 16,021 
31-21 23,917 
Yds. 1D Int 
875 6 5 
960 6 4 
Avg. 1D 
5.5 8 
3.2 3 
Avg. 1D 
10.5 7 
9.3 2 
7.6 0 
10.0 0 


Kicking: Alex Steigerwald, 7-8 FGs, 30-31 XPs, 57 points 
Tackles: Tyrrell Herbert, 74; Barry Church, 71 


Sacks: Mike Alston, 8 
Interceptions: Barry Church, 4 


Returning Players in Bold 
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hey made a lot of changes for the 

better last year in Kalamazoo. More 

sacks, better defense, a bunch of 

forced turnovers, improved special 

teams and better offensive line play 
were all among the alterations. Most 
important, the Broncos played in their first 
bowl in 18 years, completing an impressive 
turnaround that defied many experts’ 
forecasts. The trick now, with top 
playmakers Ryan Cubit (2,138 yards 
passing, 16 TDs) and Ameer Ismail (17 
sacks) gone, is to find replacements and 
sustain the success from last year. 


Quarterbacks One would think a 69.2 
percent completion rate and two starts last 
year would give senior Thomas Peregrin the 
edge here, but he was unable to distinguish 
himself during spring drills, so WMU will 
enter the summer with a three-man battle to 
replace Cubit. Also vying for the job is 
sophomore Tim Hiller, who missed all of last 
year after suffering a knee injury in spring 
drills. As a five-game starter in '05, he tossed 
20 touchdown passes and was the MAC's 
Freshman of the Year. The final contestant is 
redshirt freshman Drew Burdi, who has 
taken advantage of his elders’ inability to 
separate themselves. 


Running Backs Last spring, the Broncos were 
worrying. Now, they're loaded. Senior Mark 
Bonds (1,082 yards, seven TDs) is a reliable 
runner with enough of a burst to get loose 
from time-to-time. He shares work with 
sophomore Brandon West (633 yards), a 
quicker runner who isn’t built for heavy 
lifting but does give the Broncs quite a boost 
in the return game. Another sophomore, 
Glenis Thompson, has the strength to get 
some work done between the tackles. With 
the quarterback situation shaky, and a strong 
offensive line in front, expect the Broncos to 
rely heavily on their ground game, 
particularly early on. 


Receivers The Broncos have plenty of names 
here, but few playmakers. Coach Bill Cubit 
thinks 6'2" junior Jamarko Simmons can 
handle that role, but Simmons averaged only 
11.0 yards on his 61 catches and scored only 
two times last year. It’s possible that senior 
Herb Martin, who flashed some downfield 
potential last year as a newcomer, can get 
loose deep, while junior college transfer 
Schneider Julien is definitely a candidate 
after gaining 19.4 yards per catch at Foothill 
(Calif) College. Tight end Branden 
Ledbetter is reliable and a strong red zone 
option who caught six touchdown passes last 
year and averaged 11.4 yards per catch. 


Offensive Linemen Four full-time starters 
return here, plus several others who have 


National Forecast 68 MAC West Prediction 


2nd 


gained considerable experience. Rimington 
Trophy candidate Robbie Krutilla could be 
the most important returner at center. Rob 
Johnson and Steve Ellingsen anchor the left 
side, while James Blair will handle the right 
tackle position, next to Matt Williams. 
Expect to see sophomore Andy Laue at tackle 
from time to time, as he grows into the 
position. 


Defensive Linemen Zach Davidson registered 
eight sacks from his right end position last 
year and returns to solidify the pass rush. 
Tackle Nick Varcadipane found his way into 
enemy backfields nine times and teamed 
with Cory Flom for a solid interior tandem. 
Quick converted outside linebacker Greg 
Marshall should man the other end, while 
Justin Braska will provide depth and pass- 
rushing skill on the outside. 
trimmed 175.2 
average last year, moving them to 11th 


NUMBERS GAME 
yards from their 
in the nation at 275.4 yards per game. 


The Broncos 
1 7 5 a 2 
total defense 


Linebackers The loss of Ismail, who led the 
nation with 17 sacks last year, will force new 
defensive coordinator Bill Miller to get 
creative with his blitz and coverage schemes. 
Middle man Dustin Duclo returns, and last 
year he proved to have the knack for finding 
ball-carriers. A pair of juniors, Austin 
Pritchard and Cornelius Robinson, should 
handle the outside work; Pritchard looked 
good in part-time work last year. 


Defensive Backs The Broncos’ 
undeniable strength lays here, where 
all four starters and many key backups 
return. First-team AII-MAC corner 
Londen Fryar (five picks) leads the way and 
pairs with E.J. Biggers (four) to form a strong 
duo. C.J. Wilson amassed 62 tackles and 
three interceptions from his safety position 
last year, while Louis Delmas had 53 stops 
and four thefts. The best part? All four are 
juniors. Look out for senior safety Antwain 
Allen, who was WMU’s leading tackler in ’05 
but missed last season after hurting his knee. 


Specialists This area could use some help. 
The Broncos will turn to senior Mike Jones 
for placements. Jones has attempted (and 
made) one field goal during his career, and it 
was a 22-yarder. Senior punter Jim Laney was 
adequate last year, averaging 38.2 yards. West 
is a dynamic kick returner while Biggers will 
get first shot at bringing back punts. 


TWO-MINUTE DRILL 


A QUICK LOOK AT THE BRONCOS 


So much of last year’s success was due 
to the NCAA’s decision to grant Ryan 
Cubit a sixth year of eligibility. His solid 
play under center stabilized the offense 
and took pressure off the emerging 
ground game. Now, the Broncos must 
find a replacement, and the spring 
returns aren’t encouraging. Without a 
reliable passer, WMU risks falling back in 
a competitive conference. Perhaps that’s 
why head coach Bill Cubit has taken over 
the offensive coordinator job, the better 
to groom his son’s successor. A similar 
problem exists on defense, where Ameer 
Ismail is gone. His pass rushing ability 
will be sorely missed. This is a huge year 
for WMU, which wants to become a 
consistent contender, rather than a one- 
hit wonder. The big strides made last 
year, particularly on defense, must be 
sustained, or there will be no continuity. 
WMU should be able to run well. And it 
has some weapons at receiver — 
provided someone can get them the ball 
regularly. If the linebackers come along, 
and the front four doesn’t need too much 
help finding the quarterback, there is 
hope for a run at the West crown and 
another bowl berth. Should ’06 prove to 
have been the product of Ryan Cubit and 
Ismail, though, WMU will struggle and 
lose ground. 


2007 SCHEDULE 


S. 1 atWest Virginia 
Indiana 

> at Missouri 
Central Conn. State 
at Toledo 
Akron 
at Northern Illinois 
Ball State 
at Eastern Michigan 
Central Michigan 
at Iowa 
Temple 
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*Games in bold represent games crucial to the season, 
W or L indicates a projected win or loss 
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2007 WESTERN MICHIGAN ROSTER 


Quarterbacks POS HT WT CL Hometown 
18 Burdi, Drew QB 62" 180 Fr Downers Grove, IL 
20 Clark, Caleb QB 63" «190 So. Calgary, AB 
3 Hiller, Tim QB 65" «215 So. Orrville, OH 
14 Peregrin, Thomas QB 63" «185 Sr. Sparks, NV 
10 Reedy, Dennis QB 63" «190 ut South Lyon, MI 
Running Backs POS HT WT cL Hometown 
34 Bonds, Mark RB 510" 215 = Sr Indianapolis, IN 
24 Crawford, Bobby RB 58" 180 Fr. Lauderdale Lakes, FL 
40 Elsworth, Kirk RB 60" «208 ur. Goodrich, MI 
23 Saad, Nic FB 62". 225. Sr. Clinton Township, MI 
22. Thompson, Glenis RB 59" 215 So. W. Palm Beach, FL 
2 West, Brandon RB 5110" 176 = So. Brunswick, GA 
Receivers POS HT WT CL Hometown 
35 Aldridge, Tyler wR 59" 165 So, Gross Lake, MI 
42 Baliko, Chad TE 63" 245 So. Fenton, MI 
37 Bunbury, Brooks WR 59 180 Fr. Leland, MI 
85 Hunderman, Ben TE 68" 245 Fe Zeeland, MI 
80 Kashama, Fernand TE 63" 210 ur Toronto, ON 
82 Ledbetter, Branden TE 65" 221 dr Fort Lauderdale, FL 
28 Maragos, Chris WR 60" 185 So. Racine, WI 
7 Martin, Herb WR 61" 187 Sr Lancaster, CA 
86 Martin, Kelly WR 63" 180 Sr Lafayette, IN 
4 Murray, Jamelle WR S'” 165 Fr Delray, FL 
32 O'Neill, James TE 64" 235 Fr Grand Haven, MI 
87 Schultz, Keith TE +02" (23) oS Almont, MI 
27 Simmons, Jamarko WR 62 231 dr Flint, MI 
84 Stevens, Matt TE ‘69% 200. Sa. Wheaton, IL 
43 VanZandt, Tyler WR 617" 189 Fr. Pleasant Lake, MI 
83 White, Jordan WR 62° 195 — Fr. North Ridgeville, OH 

Hometown 
71 Bailey, Brian G 64 300 dr Hoyt, KS 
75 Blair, James G 63 338: Sr Detroit, MI 
61 Clemens, Nick OL 65" 320) Fr Waunakee, WI 
76 Ellingsen, Steve T 64 280) Uh Crown Point, IN 
58 Gaylor, Joe G 65" 305 So, Kalamazoo, MI 
67 Johnson, Rob T 64" 329 Jr — Grand Blanc, MI 
78 Krutilla, Robbie C 63" 308 Sr. Summit, IL 
56 Laue, Andy G 64" 255 So. Barrington, IL 
77 Lochmann, Matt Th 64" 3285). So Hartland, WI 
60 Mitchell, Nick OL 63" 280 Fr. Palatine, IL 
66 Parsley, Jesse G 64 285 So. Parma, OH 
65 Swanson, Phillip OL 64° «313 «Fr ~—sGrand Haven, MI 
64 Truesdell, Schyler G 63" 310 ut Hazel Crest, IL 
63 Wasikowski, Paul G 64" 290 So Cudahy, WI 
62 Williams, Matt G 62 22 Sr Fishers, IN 

Hometown 
96 Berghuis, Mark DE 63" “211 =+Sa Kaukauna, WI 
48 Braska, Justin DE 64" 215 So, DeWitt, MI 
68 Cielenski, Cody DT 62" 295 So, Downers Grove, IL 
90 Davidson, Zach DE 62" 243) dr Racine, WI 
98 Flom, Cory NG 63" 285 Jr Prior Lake, MN 
54 Marshall, Greg DE 60" 230 Jr Portage, MI 
91 Nemeth, Grant OT 63" 260 Jt Wheaton, IL 
95 Pyant, Chris OT 63" 285 Fr. Farmington Hills, MI 


79 Randall, James DE 65" 240 So. Vernon Hills, IL 
93 Russell, John OT 64" 255) dr Loganville, GA 
99 Varcadipane, Nick OT 62" 272) Jt Totowa, NJ 
16 Williams, Anthony DE 62" 210) Fr Miami, FL 
Linebackers POS HT WT cL Hometown 
30 Buskirk, Matt LB 62", 190 So. Paw Paw, MI 
8 Copeland, Darrell LB 6", 215) Sr. Jonesboro, GA 
59 Duclo, Dustin LB 6" 225) sok. Southgate, MI 
41 Krasinski, Dan iB 60" «(196 So. Mattawan, MI 
55 McCahill, James iB él" 215 = So. Kinnelon, NU 
53 Pickens, Matt iB 61" 205) Fr Bloomfield, MI 
35 Pritchard, Austin LB O6S® 225k. Lebanon, OH 
19 Robinson, Cornelius ww 62 210 dr Atlanta, GA 
50 Sosnovich, Garrett LB 610". 220) sd. Clarendon Hills, IL 


Hometown 


21 Allen, Antwain SS." 162 21S | .Sk Chicago, IL 
25 Arehart, Steve SS 60" 210 Fr Plainwell, MI 
1 Biggers, E.J. CB 60" «165 dr =N. Miami Beach, FL 
9 Delmas, Louis FS 6'0". 181 = dr.sN. Miami Beach, FL 
15 Dorcely, Andy cB 60" «185 = So. Miami, FL 
6 Fryar, Londen cB OST" 185 dr Jobstown, Nu 
29 Gajos, Scott SS 60" 220) Jt Warren, MI 
38 Gebhart, Anthony SS S58 TOS. Se Addison, IL 
46 Stephen, Desman FS 60" (190) sdk. Flint, MI 
36 Turner, Nate cB SOS8" «160 = So. Haslett, MI 
26 Wilson, C.J. FS 62". 206s Jk. Chicago, IL 
47 Wright, Jonathan SS 59" 185 So. Grosse Pointe, MI 
Specialists POS HT WT cL Hometown 
40 Balice, Tim Pog | 2055) Fr Tonia, MI 
69 Harrington, Tom LS S11" -220~—Ss So. Chicago, IL 
17 Jones, Mike K 511" 176 =Sr._~—- Miami Shores, FL 
39 Laney, Jim P64" 207 Sr Toledo, OH 
41 Meldrum, Brett Kk SI a0! “Sey Utica, MI 
57 Mooney, Pete tS 63%" 220) So; Caro, MI 
48 Opsal, Zach 1S! 681" !205:.° Gr Verona, WI 


PROJECTED 
DEPTH CHART 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE (8) 
WR 27 Jamarko Simmons 
WR 28 Chris Maragos 
WR 7 Herb Martin 

LT 67 Rob Johnson 

LG 76 Steve Ellingsen 

C 78 Robbie Krutilla 

RG 62 Matt Williams 

RT 75 James Blair 

TE $82 Branden Ledbetter 
QB 14 Thomas Peregrin 
RB 34 Mark Bonds 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 


WR 


Jamelle Murray 
Juan Nunez 
Jordan White 
Andy Laue 

Matt Williams 
Paul Wasikowski 
Phillip Swanson 
Nick Clemens 
Matt Stevens 
Tim Hiller 
Brandon West 


FIRST TEAM DEFENSE (7) 


DE 


54 


Greg Marshall 
Cory Flom 

Nick Varcadipane 
Zach Davidson 
Cornelius Robinson 
Dustin Duclo 
Austin Pritchard 
E.J. Biggers 
Londen Fryar 
C.J. Wilson 

Louis Delmas 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


DE 


Mark Berghuis 
Grant Nemeth 
Cody Cielenski 
Justin Braska 
Matt Buskirk 
Garrett Sosnovich 
Rudy Robinson 
Desman Stephen 
Andy Dorcely 
Anthony Gebhart 
Antwain Allen 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
p 
KR 


vV 
39 
2 
a4 


Mike Jones 
Jim Laney 
Brandon West 
E.J. Biggers 


Returning Starters in Bold 


Head Coach: Bill Cubit 
Record at School: 15-9 (2 years) 
Career Record: 49-27-1 (7 years) 
Offensive Coordinator: Bill Cubit 
Defensive Coordinator: Bill Miller 


Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Waldo Stadium (30,200) 


So. 
dr. 


2007 SIGNEES 


Alvin Amilcar DE ese” 235 Belle Glade, FL 
Ben Armer Pp 5'10" 201 Janesville, WI 
Mario Armstrong 5 60". 188 Warner Robbins, GA 
Kevin Cyrille DY "63" 255 Miami, FL 
Keith Dixson CS “6. 185 Flint, MI 
Nick Hunter S ol 210 College Park, GA 
Jonathan Jack OL 66" 305 Matteson, IL 
Schneider Julien WR 5'10" 175 Miami, FL 


Deshon Lawrence WR 60" 175 College Park, GA 


David Lewis CB 5'10" 170 Deerfield Beach, FL 
Jacoby Love DOT 60" 285 Pahokee, FL 
Kyle McDowell WR 60" = 185 Doral, FL 
Anthony Middleton TE 6'4" 215 Deerfield Beach, FL 
Juan Nunez WR 6" 215 Miami, FL 
Anthony Parker OL .6S% “305 Miami, FL 
Lee Pethan OL 64" = 285 Hilbert, WI 
Harrison Porter LB 60". 200“ Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Rudy Robinson LB S11" 225 Canal Point, FL 
Dervon Wallace CB 6'0" 180 Stone Mountain, GA 
Andrew Wersel DE 60" 240 Mason, OH 
Andrew Yuds OL 64" == 285 Delafield, WI 


When Bill Cubit spoke at his Signing Day press conference, he 
talked about the need for playmakers. Perhaps that’s why he 
added four wide receivers in the 21-man class. He’ll hope junior 
college import Schneider Julien, who averaged 19.4 yards per 
catch last year, makes an immediate impact. Also expected to get 
a chance is Juan Nunez, who has excellent speed. The Broncs also 
beefed up their offensive line by bringing in four blockers. Tops are 
tackle Andrew Yuds, rated the eighth-best player in Wisconsin, and 
Miami product Anthony Parker. Although there aren’t many jobs 
open in the secondary, it’s possible corner Keith Dixson, who spent 
last year in prep school, could find a spot. He’s one of five 
defensive backs in the fold. Linebacker Rudy Robinson enrolled 
early and showed that he could be a swift playmaker before long. 
And if Jim Laney doesn’t get it done this year, Cubit could turn to 
Ben Armer, who averaged 41.3 yards per kick last year. 


2006 RESULTS 


Record: 8-5 (6-2 MAC) 


Date Opponent Result Score Att. 
S. 2  atIndiana L 20-39 30,733 
S. 9 Toledo W 31-10 24,806 
S. 16 at Virginia W 17-10 59,679 
S. 23 Temple Ww 41-7 15,739 
0. 7 atOhio L 20-27 15,026 
0. 14 Northern Illinois W 16-14 =—:19,275 
0. 21 at Ball State W 41-27 = 17,626 
0. 28 Eastern Michigan Ww 18-15 = 20,482 
N. 4 Miami (Ohio) W 27-24 12,822 
N. 10 at Central Michigan L 7-31 30,027 
N. 18 at Florida State L 20-28 78,236 
N. 24 at Akron Ww 17-0 16,686 
J. 6 #Cincinnati L 24-27 ~—-.26,717 


# International Bowl 


2006 INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Passing Att. Comp. Yds. TD Int. 
Ryan Cubit 365 224 = =2,138 16 3 
Thomas Peregrin 39 27 189 3 0 
Rushing Att. Yds. Avg. 1D 
Mark Bonds 252 ~=—s:1,082 4.3 7 
Brandon West 131 633 48 3 
Receiving Rec. Yds. Avg. 1D 
Jamarko Simmons 61 668 11.0 2 
Brandon Ledbetter 37 423 11.4 6 
Joe Chapple 35 308 8.8 2 
Herb Martin 30 365 12.2 4 


Kicking: Nate Meyer, 17-24 FGs, 33-34 XPs, 84 points 
Tackles: Ameer Ismail, 90; C.J. Wilson, 62 
Sacks: Ameer Ismail, 17 


Interceptions: Londen Fryar, 5 Returning Players in Bold 


THE BACK PAGE 


ALL 
Here it is — the season at a glance. We’ve projected this year’s records for all 119 Division I-A teams, although we’ve hedged our bets 
again with the “swing game” designation (the third number in each record). Worth noting: The lowest-ranked team without a sure loss is 
Boise State at No. 35. The highest-ranked team without a sure win: Washington, at No. 64. 


_ USC (11-0-1) 
_ TEXAS (11-0-1) 

LSU (10-0-2) 
WISCONSIN — (10-0-2) 
_ WEST VIRGINIA (10-0-2) 
. FLORIDA (10-0-2) 
- OKLAHOMA  (11-0-1) 
. MICHIGAN (10-0-2) 
. VIRGINIA TECH (10-0-2) 
. RUTGERS (10-0-2) 
_ CALIFORNIA — (9-0-3) 
. OHIO STATE (9-0-3) 
. LOUISVILLE — (10-0-2) 
. GEORGIA TECH (9-0-3) 
_ UCLA (9-1-2) 
. GEORGIA (7-0-5) 
. PENN STATE (9-2-1) 
. NEBRASKA (9-2-1) 
. HAWAII (12-0-1) 
. TENNESSEE (8-1-3) 
. AUBURN (7-2-3) 
. OREGON STATE (8-2-2) 
. TEXAS A&M (7=2-3) 
. MIAMI (6-2-4) 
.TCU (10-1-1) 


26. 
. BOSTON COLLEGE 
28. 
27: 
30. 


2 


M~N 


3 
3 


N= 


3 


™~s 


5 


cea) 


6 
6 


ie =} 


72 


FLORIDA STATE 


MISSOURI 
ALABAMA 
OKLAHOMA STATE 


. SOUTH FLORIDA 
. WAKE FOREST 

33. 
34. 
55, 
36. 
- ARIZONA 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41, 
42. 
43. 
44, 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51, 
52. 
55, 
54. 
. PITTSBURGH 
56. 
Sf. 
58. 
59. 
. INDIANA 

. COLORADO 
62. 
63. 
64, 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 


IOWA 
ARKANSAS 
BOISE STATE 
BYU 


NOTRE DAME 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
OREGON 
SOUTHERN MISS 
PURDUE 
KENTUCKY 
ARIZONA STATE 
VANDERBILT 
KANSAS STATE 
UTAH 

NAVY 

TEXAS TECH 
MARYLAND 
CLEMSON 
TULSA 
CINCINNATI 
VIRGINIA 


HOUSTON 

KANSAS 
WASHINGTON STATE 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


UCF 

NEW MEXICO 
WASHINGTON 

NC STATE 
NORTHWESTERN 
ILLINOIS 

WESTERN MICHIGAN 
SMU 

IOWA STATE 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 


. SAN JOSE STATE 


(6-2-4) 
(6-2-4) 
(9-3-0) 
(6-1-5) 
(7-4-1) 
(8-4-0) 
(7-1-4) 
(9-2-1) 
(6-2-4) 
(10-0-2) 
(9-1-2) 
(5-4-3) 
(5-5-2) 
(7-4-1) 
(5-4-3) 
(9-1-2) 
(7-3-2) 
(4-6-2) 
(6-4-2) 
(4-6-2) 
(7-5-0) 
(7-5-0) 
(8-3-1) 
(7-5-0) 
(4-6-2) 
(3-5-4) 
(8-2-2) 
(6-5-1) 
(3-4-5) 
(4-4-4) 
(9-2-1) 
(5-5-2) 
(3-8-1) 
(8-1-3) 
(4-4-4) 
(2-7-3) 
(5-2-5) 
(7-4-1) 
(0-10-3) 
(3-6-3) 
(4-4-4) 
(3-6-3) 
(6-3-3) 
(6-5-1) 
(3-8-1) 
(3-8-1) 
(7-4-1) 


100. 
101. 
102. 


105. 
106. 


108. 
109. 
110. 
TAT 
qt. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 


. MARSHALL (5-6-1) 
. MICHIGAN STATE — (2-7-3) 
. OLE MISS (3-8-1) 
. WYOMING (5-4-3) 
. NORTH CAROLINA (1-8-3) 
. MINNESOTA (4-6-2) 
. COLORADO STATE (3-6-3) 
. CONNECTICUT (3-7-2) 
. TOLEDO (6-3-3) 
. TROY (7-4-1) 
. RICE (3-7-2) 
. NEVADA (4-5-2) 
. BAYLOR (2-9-1) 
. EAST CAROLINA (2-7-3) 
. AIR FORCE (4-7-1) 
. KENT STATE (7-4-1) 
. FRESNO STATE (5-5-2) 
. OHIO (6-3-3) 
. SAN DIEGO STATE (1-10-1) 
. MEMPHIS (3-6-3) 
. BALL STATE (3-6-3) 
. BOWLING GREEN (4-5-3) 
. UTEP (2-7-3) 
. NORTHERN ILLINOIS (4-7-1) 
. MIAMI (OHIO) (2-6-4) 
. DUKE (0-10-2) 
. SYRACUSE (1-8-3) 

STANFORD (0-11-1) 

AKRON (2-7-3) 

UNLV (1-9-2) 
. NEW MEXICO STATE (4-8-1) 


. ARKANSAS STATE (4-4-4) 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE (5-4-3) 
TULANE (1-8-3) 

. UAB (1-10-1) 
LOUISIANA TECH (1-8-3) 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC (2-6-4) 
UL MONROE (2-7-3) 
ARMY (2-8-2) 
UL LAFAYETTE (2-6-4) 
IDAHO (1-9-2) 
NORTH TEXAS (2-8-2) 
TEMPLE (0-11-1) 
EASTERN MICHIGAN (1-11-0) 
UTAH STATE (0-10-2) 
BUFFALO (0-11-1) 
FIU (0-12-0) 


FullIif? 


1920x1IOSO 


Focus on: wy Sunday best 


When it comes to technology, JVC focuses on the big picture so you can 
focus on the big game. And the game looks best on the JVC HD-ILA TV 
with true 1080p resolution for unsurpassed detail. Plus, thanks to-exclusive 
3-chip technology generating over 6 million pixels, the HD-ILA features 
color and contrast in a league of its own. 


Put it all in focus at JVC.com. 


HD-ILA JVC 


The Perfect Experience '— 


“SWEET TIMES. 


www.swisher.com 


SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Cigar 


Smoking Can Cause Cancers Of The Mouth 
And Throat, Even If You Do Not Inhale. 


